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P  R  E  F   A  C  E4 


IN  the  year  1767,  I  took  a  journey 
through  feveral  of  die  fouthern  coun- 
ties, the  regiftcr  of  which  was  published 
under  the  title  of  the  Six  JVeeks  Tour. 

Defcribing  the  hufbandry  of  the  king- 
dom, by  regiftering  minutes  on  the  foot, 
was  a  new  undertaking,  having  never 
been  executed  either  in  this  or  any  other 

■  country  of  Europe :  a  novelty  that  engaged 
a  more  favourable  notice  than  the  merit  of 
the  work  could  claim;  and  induced  me,  in 
1768,  to  take  a  more  extended  tour  through 
the  northern  counties.  I  advertiied  the 
intention,  requefling  information,  and 
was  favoured  with  much  that  I  found 
valuable.  The  minutes  of  that  journey 
were  publifhed,  under  the  title  of  A 
Six  Months  Tour  through  the  North  of 
Engknd. 

The  reception  that  work  met  with 
(uncommon    for  i'o   humble  a    fubject   as 
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farming)  animated  me  to  continue  the 
plan  I  had  begun,  with  a  view  to  complete 
the   kingdom. 

With  this  idea,  I  publifhed  the  intention 
of  anq|her  tour,  and  the  numerous  letters 
I  received  in  confequence,  and  the  very 
important  communications  that  were  the 
refult,  gave  me  the  greateft  fatisfaclion,  as 
they  appeared  a  frefh  proof,  that  my  labours 
were  not  unacceptable  to  perfons,  who 
have  approved  themielves  to  be  fuch  good 
judges  in   hufbandry. 

The  minutes  of  this  journey,  performed 
laft  year  (1770)  are  what  I  am  now  to  lay* 
before  the  publick.  Did  the  world  confift 
only  of  an  impartial  publick,  there  would 
be  very  little  occafion  for  a  preface ;  but 
as  there  are  men,  who  read  with  no  other 
view  than  to  calumniate,  and  whofe  opi- 
nions doubtlefs  are  taken  on  truft  by  fome 
others,  a  writer  has  not  always  the  chance 
of  a  fair  trial  in  thofe  points,  on  which  the 
generality  of  critics  lay  their  hands.  A 
writer  of  hufbandry  ihould  be  tried  by  a 
jury  of  real  farmers ;  inftead  of  which  he 
too  often  falls  into  the  hands  of  a  motley 
crew,  that  peremptorily  decide  ori  matters 
whereof 


PREFACE, 

whereof  they  are  utterly  ignorant  ;  and 
■when  they  find  that  fuch  decifions  meet 
only  with  neglect,  they  endeavour  to 
become  important  by  abufe.  I  have  expe- 
rienced this  from  more  quarters  than  one, 
having  been  reprefented,  among  other 
aflertions,  as  a.  pretended  farmer,  that  pub- 
lished experiments  without  having  land  to 
try  them  on ;  although,  from  twenty  years 
•f  age,  I  have  never  farmed  lefs  than  100 
acres. 

Others  afTert  very  gravely,  that  all  I  have 
written  in  numerous  volumes  might  be 
comprifed  in  a  finglc  moderate  one;  al- 
though the  mere  experiments  communi- 
cated by  various  gentlemen,  which  I  have 
introduced,  would  alone  fill  leveral. 

Others  again  allure  the  world,  — that  I 
make  experiments  and  go  tours  only  for 
profit,  having  a  view  not  to  an  honelt 
fame,  but  only  to  more  Jb/i'ti  advan- 
tages, 1  am  not  peculiar  in  receiving  this 
kind   of  abufe ;  it  is  pretty  common  from 

I  critics  by  profefiion  (efpecially  if  they 
arc  namclcfs)  on  all  they  difapprove  :  But  I 
am  extremely  eafy  under  fuch  illiberal  at- 
tacks; becaufeof  whatever  utility  my  humble 
eridca- 
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endeavours  to  ferve  my  country  may  prove, 
I  can  very  fafely  fay  they  were  not  un- 
dertaken with  a  view  to  profit,  for  had 
I  not  known  an  experiment,  or  that 
there  was  fuch  a  machine  as  a  prefs, 
I  fhould  at  this  day  have  been  at  leaft 
a  thoufand  guineas  richer  than  I  am; 
and  yet  I  have  not  experimented  or 
written  merely  to  make  prefents  to  book- 
fellers,  any  more  than  other  authors 
I  have  heard  of,  whofe  fortunes  are  twenty 
times  greater  than  mine.  I  do  not  wonder 
however  that  monthly  critics,  who  muft 
fay  fomething  on  all  books,  fhould,  when 
they  meet  with  one  on  a  fubject  they  do  not 
imderftand,  transfer  their  criticifm  from  the 
book  to  the  author.  It  is  like  their  drop- 
ping the  agriculture  of  a  book  of  hujbandry, 
to  carp  at  the  language,  and  condemn  the 
author  as  writing  for  profit.  Thefe  gentle- 
men, who  never  travel  beyond  their  elbow 
chairs,  can  eafily  conceive  that  journeys  of 
two  or  three  thoufand  miles  are  to  be  travel- 
led for  a  trifle,  that  farms  may  be  left  withT 
out  lofs,  and  that  experiments  coft  nothing 
but  ink,  brains,  and  paper.  Such  uncandid, 
infinuations  can  anfwer  no  purpofe,  unlefs  tq 
make 
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make  people  believe  that  I  am  a  mere 
upftart,  indebted  to  my  family  for  nothing 
but  learning  to  write,  and  unpoffefTed  of  for- 
tune till  I  began  to  publifh.  I  difdain  fuch 
unworthy  treatment,  and  fliould  be  unhappy 

•  indeed,  to  addrefs  a  publick  that  could  be  in- 
fluenced by  fuch  illiberal  criticifms.  I  have 
the  fatisfaction  of  finding,  however,  that 
it  is  not  my  cafe ;  for  the  world  in  general 
receive  the  books,  which  I  have  hitherto 
publimed  favourably  ;  and  what  is  of  much 
more  confequence,  they  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  thofe  perfons,  whom  I  mod 
wifli  to  pleafe,  the  true  practical  farmers. 
Thus  encouraged,  1  mail  continue  as  I  have 
begun,  and  profecute  this  plan  till  it  is 
completed. 

Thefe  accufations  feem  to  have  been 
founded  on  my  publishing  feveral  books  in  a 
few  years,  from  whence  has  arifen  another, 
that  of  my  writing  too  fajl ;  but  I  may  ob- 
fcrve,  that  the  fubject  of  thofe  works  have 
been  my  employment  for  near  ten  years, 
although  they  have  been  all  publimed  in 
four  ;  and  the  very  nature  of  the  fubjeds, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  written, 
plainly  mark  the  time  of  their  compoiition, 
2  and 
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and  if  confidered  ever  fo  (lightly  will  flicw, 
I  apprehend,  how  ill  founded  thefe  male- 
volent  accufations  are. 

I  farmed  in  Suffolk  from  1762  to  1767, 
keeping  a  regifter  of  my  experiments,  and 
all  my  bufinefs,  which  regifter  was  the  ori- 
ginal of  my  Courfe  of  Experimental  Agri- 
culture, being  little  more  than  a  tran- 
fcript  of  my  memorandum  book  and  ledger; 
every  page  of  that  work  denotes,  I  will 
not  fay  the  years,  but  almoft  the  days  on 
which  it  was  written ;  the  prices  of  cattle, 
&c.  products,  the  rates  of  labour,  the 
weather,  and  an  hundred  other  circu-n- 
ftanccs,  are  fuch  as  would  be  confirmed 
paft  any  doubt,  had  others  in  the  fame 
neighbourhood  been  employed  in  a  fimilar 
manner*.  Hence  it  appears,  that  this  large 
publi- 

*  I  cannot  but  fmile  at  the  Monthly  Rtvkwcrt 
condemning  the  above  work,  and  infmuening,  a  want  of 
integrity  in  it.  A  man  muft  be  a  princely  foot  indeed 
to  forfeit  his  integrity  without  adding  to  his  profit,  his 
pleafure,  or  his  fame.  for  what  purpoft;  fhould  I  im- 
pofe  on  the  world  ?  Was  it  my  Intereft  to  mifreprefent 
thercfultof  mytriaU  ?  Arc  theyfomarveloufly  fuccefs- 
ful,  as  to  fiiew  inc  ambitious  of  being  the  founder  ofa, 
fyflem  i  Not  one  clafs  in  the  who]e  book.  I  have  been 
exceeded  by  other  experimenters  in  many  articles  of 
which  I  treat.  Of  what  ufc  to  render  them  more  unpro- 
fitable than  the  real  fail  f   None.    And  as  to  reputation 
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ication  is  not  to  be  ranked  in  the 


of  works,  which  require  time  for  that 
polilhing,  and  accurate  idea  of  cxpreflion, 
which  works  of  reaibning  or  the  detail  of 
the  events  of  human  life  require. 

While  I  was  thus  engaged  in  Suffolk,  I 
correfponded  occafionally  with  the  Mufcum 
Rujiicum,  a  -periodical  work  on  husbandry 
then  in  the  courfe  of  publication.  That 
work  being  difcontinued,  1  had  feveral  efiays 
in  MS.  which  I  had  intended  for  it ;  fume 
of  my  friends,  who  read  them,  thought 
they  were  worthy  of  publication ;  and  feve- 
ral correfpondents  of  the  Mufcum  Rujiicum, 
entire 


of  gooil  hufbandry,  the  book  proves  me  to  be  faulty  in 
my  managtment,  I  may  fay,  at  lead,  as  often  as 
judicious  ;  fhould  a  man  be  ridiculed  f<jr  being  can- 
did ?  Is  there  no  ufe  in  trying  experiments,  which 
a  man  thinks  cannot  poffibly  anfwer  ?  None,  fay 
the  reviewers  ;  but  the  practical  farmer,  who  reflects 
On  the  recommendations,  which  feveral  writers 
throw  out,  nay,  on  the  trials  for  which  focietics  offer 
premiums,  will  be  of  a  very  different  opinion  ;  and 
will  not  belong  in  comptehtndiiig,  that  thofe experi- 
ments, which  prove  the  notions  of  fome  men  to  be 
really  romantic  and  abfurd,  and  fuch  as  cannot  poflibly 
anfwer,  may  be  as  ufeful  to  the  world  as  the  molt 
rcgiltcrs  of  unvarying  faced*. — Having 
mentioned  thefe  critics,  I  fhall  juft  rcqurft  m  v 
readers,  when  they  feemy  wtitings  and  royfelf  abtifed 
in  an  illiberal  manner,  to  reflect,  that  thofe  whn 
Vol.  I.  b  in 
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entire  ftrangers  to  me,  having  requefted  my 
extending  further  fame  of  the  fubjedte  on 
which  I  had  written;  thefe  inducements 
contributed  to  make  me  form  my  Efiays  into 
regular  volumes,  which  I  published  at  dif- 
ferent times,  under  the  titles  of  t he  Farmer's 
Letters,  and  Rural  Qeconomy. 

Upon  my  leaving  Suffolk,  in  1767, 
and  fearching  for  a  farm  {in  confe- 
quence  of  an  advertifement  I  had  thrown 
out  for  one)  viewing  1  believe  an  hundred, 
and  hiring  two,  formed  a  train  of  bufinefs, 
which  really  gave  birth  to  the  Farmer's 
Guide  in  Hiring  and  Stocking  a  Farm,  for 
I  made 

in  an  office,  at  beft  ungracious,  fhew  a  thorough 
want  of  candour,  and  an  inclination  only  to  find 
fault,  will  be  very  keen  in  the  difcovery  of  error; 
st  book  therefore  thjtt  h  (<>  reviewed,  muft  either 
have  uncommon  merit,  or  the  faffs  of  the  au- 
thor will  be  proved  in  general  falfe,  and  his  reflec- 
tions abfurd;  bad  language,  harfh  expreffions,  fmall 
errors  and  abfurditics,  thefe  are  die  foibles  of  jfltf- 
biadts,  not  his  vices.  .And  the  monthly  critics  will 
much  fooner  efpy  the  lofs  of  my  dog's  tail,  than 
the  weak  part  of  my  hullundry  ;  for  I  could  in  two 
minutes  point  out  more  blunders,  than  thefe  miferable 
cavillers  can  in  twice  as  many  years.  They  can  dwell 
upon  their  ifs  and  andt ;  but  will  not  be  quick  to  tell 
me,  if  in  this  dry  fcafon  my  barley  fhouid  be  ploughed 
Or  harrowed  in  ?  Pray,  Mr.  Reviewer,  dull  I  fow  my 
Ptndfield  on  one  earth  or  two  ?  I  have  an  excellent 
farming  man  now  With  mCj  and  we  are  in  difpucc. 
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I  made  numerous  minutes,  and  memoran- 
dums of  points  to  be  attended  to,  which  I 
found  of  no  flight  ufe  to  me,  and  I  hope 
that  work  may  be  of  fome  to  others. 

As  to  my  "Tour  through  the  North  of 
Knglaud,  the  prefent  work,  and  the  Six 
Weeks  Tour,  they  require  very  little  apology 
in  the  point  I  am  fpeaking  of  at  prefent: 
they  carry  proof  in  every  page  of  the  time 
when  they  were  written  :  the  principal  part 
is  executed  during  the  journey,  recording 
intelligence  on  the  fpot,  and  at  the  moment  j 
or  minuting  at  night  the  tranfa&iona  of  the 
day :  indeed  the  method  in  which  thefe 
journeys  are  executed  is  lb  very  timple, 
and  have  fo  little  appearance  of  author- 
craft,  of  writing  journeys  in  a  garret ;  or 
engaging  in  the  expence  and  abfence  of 
journeys  for  profit,  that  I  ihall  never 
through  fuch  caution  {while  my  private 
affairs  allow  it)  omit  any  opportunities 
of  completing  my  plan  of  travelling  the 
three  kingdoms  j  a  bufmefs  which  I  have 
now  made  fo  much  progrefe  in,  that  I 
am  eager  to  conclude  it. 

Thus  have    I    run  through    my  various 

publications,  and  endeavoured  to  fhew,  that 

b  2  although 
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although  they  are  more  numerous  thart 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  make  them  in 
future,  ftill  arc  they  not  thofe  fugitive 
productions  of  a  day,  which  uncandid 
critics  would  wifh  to  have  them  appear. 

If  it  is  afked,  why  I  take  the  trouble 
of  replying  to.objetT:ioris  ftarted  by  the  Lord 
knows  who,  I  reply,  that  my  defign  is 
to  "be  of  fame  fervicc  to  Brittjk  agriculture, 
an  object  I  cannot  poflibly  fucceed  in,  except 
by  publifhing ;  and  it  is  very  clear,  that 
whatever  imputations  are  thrown  on  me  of 
this  fort,  can  only  tend  to  counteract  the 
effect:  I  wilh  :  it  is  merely  for  this  reafon 
that  I  enter  into  details  of  fo  uninterefting  a 
nature,  which  aman,  who  looks  only  to  lite- 
rary reputation,  will  ever  avoid  :  but  I  never 
will  be  backward  in  the  caufe  I  think  right, 
nor  ever  flinch  from  thoroughly  cxplainiii"- 
thofe  "points,  which  invidious  criticifm  may 
lay  to  my  changes 

To  come  to  particulars ;  my  conduct; 
in  the  Northern  'Tour  has  met  with  objec- 
tions of  which  it  is  nccelfary  I  fiiould 
lake  forae  notice,  before  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing one  publick. 

FirJ. 
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FirJ}.  That  there  fhould  be  no  elder ip- 
tions  of  houfes  or  gardens : — this  hat  been 
remarked  by  various  of  my  friends,  while 
others  have  been  of  the  direct  contrary  opi- 
nion, thinking  them  a  means  of  rendering 
the  papers  more  general,  and  of  courfe 
more  ufeful.  I  think  the  fame ;  but  what 
lias  decided  me  in  this  matter  is,  thefc 
defcriptions  having  introduced  me  to  fome  of 
my  moll  valuable  husbandry  articles;  much 
intelligence  in  agriculture  in  this  work, 
which  the  reader  will  allow  to  he  important, 
WOlUd  not  have  been  there  had  I  rejected 
all  matters  foreign  to  agriculture  :  however, 
that  each  fubject  may  be  unmixed  with  the 
other,  I  have  thrown  all  fuch  defcriptions 
iuto  notes,  that  they  may  not  the  leaft 
interrupt  the  mere  farming  reader. 

Seamdfy.  That  I  infected  the  parti- 
culars of  too  many  farms. — It  would  be 
too  much  to  publiih  a  work  that  confifted 
of  nothing  elfej  but  I  will  venture  to  aflert, 
that  fuch  an  one  would  be  a  moll:  impor- 
tant object,  and  difplay  the  (bite  of  the 
kingdom  in  every  thing  concerning  the 
foil  and  agriculture.  If  the  particulars  of 
every  farm  in  the  nation  were  thus  known, 
b  3  the 
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the  political  world  would  not  be  In  the  dark 
concerning  the  value  and  income  of  the  land, 
its  products  and  population.  However, 
in  this  article  I  have  acted  contrary  to  my 
own  opinion,  and  inferted  fewer  farms 
than  in  the  former,  though  I  have  retained 
a  great  number  for  my  private  ufe. 

Thirdly.  That  I  formed  too  many  calcu- 
lations and  tables  at  the  end  of  the  jour- 
ney, whofe  only  character  was  prolixity. 
• — This  objection  has  not  come  from  any 
perfons,  of  whofe  judgment  I  have  the 
leaft  opinion ;  but  on  the  contrary  thofe 
deductions  have  been  efteemed  as  neceflary 
to  render  the  work  ufeful  by  the  greateft 
part  of  my  readers.  I  mention  it  here 
chiefly  to  obferve,  that  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  common  intelligence  is  taken 
merely  with  a  view  to  drawing  the  averages 
atlaft,  and  comparing  them  with  attendant 
circumftances ;  without  fuch  deductions, 
the  work  would  be,  to  me,  much  eafier ; 
for  that  part  is  much  more  difficult  than 
any  other. 

Thele  are  the  principal  objections  made 

to  the  Tour  through  the  North:  a  more  artful 

writer  might  have  pafled  over  the  whole, 

without 
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thout  notice;  this  might  be  political, 
but  it  is  not  candid  ;  and  he  who,  with 
agoodcaufe,  means  wdl,  will  not  fly  from 
defence  into  ncrimination. 

In  profecuting  my  Iaft  journey, 
the  intelligence  I  received  from  nume- 
rous gentlemen  much  iurpafled  my  ex- 
pectations, and  has  been  in  itfelf  fo  very 
valuable,  that  I  am  little  more  than  the 
channel  that  conveys  it  to  the  publick.  My 
Northern  "Tour  was  unavoidably  unequal, 
from  travelling  fome  hundred  miles  in 
the  return  without  communications  from, 
gentlemen  ;  but  in  the  prefent  1  have  been 
tb  fortunate,  that  throughout  the  whole 
journey  I  have  feldoin  travelled  thirty 
miles  without  fuch  advantages  ;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  is,  that  I  have  received 
more  numerous  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions  than  bcimv,  and  been  in  moll  places 
able  to  gain  fuch  valuable  accounts  of  com- 
mon management,  as  I  could  wilh.  While 
fo  many  gentlemen  have  done  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  promote  the  undertaking, 
if  the  work  does  not  prove  of  real  utility, 
all  the  blame  refts  on  me,  and  1  mufl  have 
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deferred  every  reprchenfion  in  the  power 
of  criticifm  to  beftow. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  in  feveral 
points  I  have  enlarged  my  enquiries;  the 
principal  is  in  refpect  to  the  profit  of  plant- 
ing, in  which  I  have  had  fome  very  va- 
luable information. 

In  the  article  of  implements  I  have  been 
particularly  fortunate,  having  met  with 
many  admirable  tools,  of  which  engravings 
had  not  been  taken  before.  I  believe  the 
reader  will  Hind  them  executed  in  a  more 
fatisfa&ory  manner  than  in  my  former 
Tours,  having  been  favoured  with  fome 
accurate  drawings ;  and  thofe  which  I  took 
myfelf  are  better,  as  cuftom  makes  me  more 
accurate  in  an  art,  which  convenience  alone 
induced  me  to  practife. 

It  is  here  neceffary  to  mention  a  remark* 
that  has  been  made  to  me  more  than  once 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Tour,  viz.  that  I  pafs 
through  certain  diflri&s  much  quicker 
than  I  ought — that  I  mould  forbear  mention 
of  any  fuch  trails,  unlefs  I  had  been  more 
particular.  But  in  anfwer  to  this,  I  mull 
beg  leave  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  un- 
dertaking, which  thofe  who  make  this 
obje&ion. 
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objection  do  not  feem  pcrfc&Iy  to 
prefiend.  In  anfwer  to  the  advertifement 
of  an  intended  tour,  I  receive  many  letters; 
a  great  number  from  certain  counties,  and 
very  few  from  others.  Before  I  fet  out, 
I  minute  all  the  gentlemen,  from  whom  I 
receive  invitations.  Who  can  fuppofe> 
that  I  do  not  allot  my  time  in  proportion  to 
fuch  minutes  ?  I  confequently  pafs  thro* 
fome  quicker  than  others,  and  thus  draw 
on  myfelf  the  imputation  of  hafte,  which 
is  certainly  no  fault  of  mine.  I  receivedfeve- 
ral  letters  from  Derbyfoire  and  Nottingham- 
shire ;  of  courfe  I  make  a  longer  flay,  and 
give  a  better  account  of  their  hufbandry, 
than  nf  the  following  county  of  Lincoln^ 
from  whence  I  had  but  one  or  two.  In 
Norfolk,  I  had  particular  advantages  of 
the  fame  fort :  I  there  dwell  on  nume- 
rous particulars  j  whereas,  receiving  but 
one  or  two  letters  from  Kent  and  Sujfcx,  I 
pafs  haftily  on  to  llampjhire  and  Dor- 
fet/bire,  from  whence  there  came  a  dozen  ; 
and  in  this  manner  I  was  obliged  to  ma- 
nage throughout  the  whole.  But  had  I 
QteOt  as  much  time  in  Sujex,  from  whence  I 
had 
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had  only  two  letters,  or  Sorrwrfetjjyire,  from 
whence  I  had  but  one,  or  lViltJhirey  from 
whence  I  had  none,  as  in  others  that  afforded 
me  numerous  ones,  what  would  have 
been  the  confequence  ?  Why,  undoubtedly, 
I  mould  have  employed  fo  much  of  my 
time  in  thofe  places  which  afforded  few 
Previous  invitations,  that  little  would  have 
remained  for  others  that  I  was  certain  yielded 
numerous  ones  ;  which  would  have  been 
utterly  improper.  From  hence,  I  hope, 
thole  gentlemen,  who  think  I  haftencd  too 
quickly  through  certain  parts  of  the  tour, 
will  not  attribute  it  to  me,  but  rather  to 
themfelves,  as  I  mould  certainly  have  al- 
lotted a  due  portion  of  time,  if,  inftead  of 
perfonal  invitations,  after  my  route  was 
fixed,  I  had  received  letters  from  them ; 
then  I  mould  have  named  fewer  counties 
for  tl  c  tour,  as  my  chief  intention  is  to 
examine  perfectly  thofe  I  travel ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, when  I  found  numerous  letters 
in  anfwer  to  my  advertifements,  I  cut 
off  fix  or  eight  1  originally  defigncd,  fore- 
feeing  that  there  would  not  be  time  for  all. 
But  they  who  fuppofe  I  muff  be  filent  on 
all  counties,  which  I'  do  not  traverfe  in 
every 
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every  part,  mould  recollect,  that  It  has 
never  been  my  practice  to  fpeak  of  traces 
of  country  which  I  do  not  view ;  and 
although  I  offer,  on  fome  occafions,  gene- 
ral remarks  on  the  agriculture  of  particular 
counties,  it  is  only  of  thofe,  concerning 
which  my  intelligence  is  very  complete, 
and  through  which  I  travel  many  miles. 
If  I  pafs  directly  through  part  of  a  county, 
I  confine  my  minutes  to  the  part  I  fee; 
never  prefuming  to  pralfe  or  condemn  in 
general,  but  when  I  have  feen  much,  and 
had  good  information.  Thus  much  in 
explanation  to  thofe,  who  think  I  divide 
my  attention  unequally. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  points,  which 
have  required  my  fpeaking  to  here ;  there 
only  remains  the  pleafing  talk  of  acknow- 
ledging my  obligations  to  thofe,  who  have 
aflifted  me  in  the  undertaking,  by  giving 
all  the  information  in  their  power. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Geokc  e 
Ashby,  Efq.  for  the  particulars  I  gained 
through  his  means  of  the  management  of 
the  rich  grazing  parts  of  N&rthamptonjhire  ; 
as  well  as  the  friendly  reception  I  met  with 
#t  Iiazclbcacb. 

Sir 
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Sir  James  Lancham,  Bart,  favoured 
me  with  an  account  of  the  culture  ofwoad, 
which  has  been  much  practifed  on  his 
eftate. 

I  am  indebted  to  James  Booth,  Efq. 
for  the  hufbandry  about  Glcndon,  and  the 
particulars  of  feveral  valuable  experiments. 

I  am  obliged  to  Shukbrugh  Ashby, 
Efq.  for  a  much  better  account  than  I  could 
otherwife  have  gained,  of  the  hufbandry 
around   ^uenby-halL 

Mr.  Ayer,  of  Tilton-,  gave  me  feveral 
particulars  in  grazing,  for  which  he  lias 
my  thanks. 

The  uncommon  value  of  the  intelligence 
Ireceived  from  Mr.  Bakewfll,  jua.  of 
JJiJbtey,  merits  every  return  in  my  power 
to  make :  I  cannot  but  obferve  that  the 
incomparable  ftate  of  his  farm,  in  almoft 
every  particular  of  good  hufbandry,  does 
him  great  honour. 

Cope,  Efq.  of  Arnold,  will 

allow  me  to  thank  him  for  the  valuable 
minutes  he  gave  me  of  fome  experiments 
on  carrots. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft   fatisfaction  that  I 

acknowledge    the    friendly    politenefs   of 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Polk  ;  nopcrfon  could  wifh  better 
to  my  undertaking,  or  intereft  himfeif  more 
in  gaining  me  the  beft  accounts  of  hus- 
bandry around  Radburn.  I  (hall  not  ceafe 
to  remember,  with  plcafure,  the  week  I 
agreeably  fpent  at  that  houfe. 

I  beg  leave  to  thank  —  Mundey, 

Eiq.  for  the  civilities  I  received  at  Marfan. 

lam  indebted  to  Sir  Robert  Bur  dett, 
Bart,  for  an  account  of  the  North  American 
cabbage,  which  riles  to  60  and  80  lb.  It 
is  a  curiofity  in  hufbandry  which  is  but 
coming  into   culture. 

I  hope  the  Karl  of  Soarsdai.e  will 
allow  mc  to  exprefs  my  acknowledgments 
for  his  favouring  me  with  a  catalogue  of 
the  paintings,  and  other  particulars,  in  his 
magnificent  edifice  at  Keddlejtdn. 

The  particular  attention,  with  which 
Colonel  St.  \,Vj<y.\k  promoted  my  under- 
taking, demands  every  return  I  can  make. 
Betides  the  friendly  reception  I  met  at  Pari- 
hi!!,  he  omitted  no  care  that  was  requifitc  for 
gaining  me  the  beft  intelligence  of  common 
hilfhandry ;  and  I  need  not  add,  that  his 
own  experiments  arc  truly  valuable. 

I  am 
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I  am  indebted  to  friend  Eddison,  of 
Gateford,  for  a  very  curious  account  of 
improving  a  bog,  and  other  particulars.  He 
is  an  excellent  farmer. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Earl  of  Scar- 
borough for  {hewing  me  his  fine  feat  and 
grounds  at  Sandbec. 

William  Mellish,  Efq.  muft  allow 
me  to  acknowledge  how  much  indebted  I 
am  for  his  very  obliging  attention,  to  render 
the  article  of Blythe  as  complete  as  pof- 
fible.  He  omitted  nothing  to  gain  me  the 
bed  information.  The  noble  fpirit  with 
which  he  has  improved  and  adorned 
extenfive  waftes,  by  numerous  plantations, 
new  farms,  and  good  hulbandry,  demand 
a  more  flattering  tribute  than  I  can  give  — 
the  gratitude   of  his  country. 

The  extenfive  farms,  which  Anthony 
Wharton,  Efq.  keeps  in  his  own  hands, 
enabled  him  to  favour  me  (which  he  did 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner)  with  fcveral 
curious  experiments.  His  crops  on  the  rich 
fands  of  Doncajier^  I  believe,  are  as  great 
as  any  in  tiie  kingdom ;  and  his  culture  of 
potatoes  complete. 

James 


PREFACE.  xxxi 

JamesStovin,  Efq.  of  Doncaftert  gave 
me  the  particulars  of  fome  trials,  for  which. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  him  :  that  on  the  oil 
corapoft  is  the  only  one  yet  laid  before  the 
publick ;  and  his  experiment  to  decide  the 
value  of  carrots,  by  fattening  pigs,  is  very- 
accurate. 

I  am  indebted    to Cook,  Efq.  of 

IVbeatley,  for  the  particulars  of  fome  ex- 
periments. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hall  mull  allow  me 
to  thank  him  for  the  minutes  of  feveral 
very  important  husbandry  undertakings ; 
his  culture  of  lucerne,  and  of  white  clover, 
his  original  practice  of  tranfplanting  old 
hedges,  wlijch  may  info  many  cafes  be 
ufctul,  and  the  clear  proof  he  has  given 
of  the  benefit  of  foiling  horfes,  are  inftances 
■tmong  others  of  excellent  management. 

The  intelligence  I  received  from  Mr. 
John  Moody,  o£  .Retford,  on  fattening 
oxen  with  oil  cake  and  carrots,  and  on  the 
culture  of  that  root  and  potatoes,  deferve 
an  hearty  acknowledgment :  his  ox-houfe 
is  worth  riding  many  miles  to  view ;  he 
is  more  accurate  and  attentive  ia  this  buli- 
3  nefs, 
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nefs,  than  moll:  of  the  graziers  I  have  rfiet 
with. 

John  Davis*  Efq.  will  allow  me  to 
thank  him  for  the  intelligence  I  received  at 
Lincoln. 

It  is  with  great  pleafure  I  recollect  the 
attention,  which  Sir  Cecil  Wkay,  Bart, 
gave  to  my  undertaking ;  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  very  exact  intelligence  concern- 
ing the  hufbandry  around  Summer  Cajiky 
as  well  as  feveral  valuable  experiments : 
his  trials  on  iainfoine  and  burnct  are  de- 
cifive. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Wallet,  of  Long 
Sutton,  for  fomc  information  in  grazing. 
No  pcrfon  in  Eng/anJ,  I  apprehend,  has 
been  fo  remarkable  for  fattening  oxen  of  a 
large  fize. 

Idefire  that  Spelman  Swaine,  Efq. 
of  Leverlngton,  will  accept  my  thanks  for 
the  friendly  manner,  in  which  he  gave  me 
fome  ufeful  intelligence. 

lam  much  indebted  to  Colonel  Coney  for 
the  fame  favour  at  RuntJon.  His  improve- 
ment on  the  methods  of  hts  neighbours 
deferves  attention  ;  particularly  the  experi- 
ment in  claying. 

z  Mr. 
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Mi\Ca  r  r  ,  of  Maffingham,  gave  me  a  very 
fenfible  account  of  the  culture  of  the  fine 
marled  lands  inhis  neighbourhood,  for  which 
I  am  obliged  to  him ;  his  being  one  of  the 
men,  who  have  carried  the  Norfolk  culture  to 
that  high  degree  of  perfection,  to  which 
it  has  attained,  renders  his  information  the 
more  valuable. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  mention  that  Ni- 
cholas Styleman,  Efq.  enabled  me  to 
profecute  my  undertaking  at  Snettijham ; 
by  his  means  I  gained  fome  important  in- 
formation. 

The  value  of  the  intelligence  I  received 
from  Sir  John  Turner,  Bart,  demand* 
the  fincereft  acknowledgments;  no  perfon 
could  affift  me  in  a  more  obliging  manner, 
both  in  the  common  hufbandry  around 
Warbam,  and  the  very  interefting  experi- 
ments he  has  himfelf  made.  His  trial* 
on  lucerne  and  fainfoine  are  very  valuable; 
his  cultivation  of  weak  arable  land,  excel- 
lent ;  the  introduction  of  the  ufe  of  fea 
ouze  as  a  manure,  will  probably  have 
the  moft  beneficial  confequences.  In  plant- 
ing likewife,  he  has  made  great  exer- 
tions. 
Vol.  I.  c  Nockold 
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Nockold  Thompson*  Efq.  of  Nor- 
wich, gave  me  an  exact  account  of  hus- 
bandry near  that  city,  and  alfo  a  relation 
of  fome  ufeful  experiments,  for  which  1 
defire  he  will  accept  my  thanks. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Howman  merits  the  like 
return  for  the  civilities  and  affiftance  I  re- 
ceived at  Bracon-AJk. 

Thomas  Bevor,  Efq.  will  permit  me 
to  mention  the  poHtenefs,  with  which  he 
gave  me  fome  intelligence  at  Ethel.  His 
compofts  and  farm-yard  management  fliew 
him  to  be  an  excellent  farmer. 

Rogers,  Efq.  of  the  fame  place* 

has  my  thanks  for  an  account  of  a  crop  of 
cabbages,  &c. 

I  was  fortunate  in  being  introduced  to 
fo  attentive,  a  planter,  and  lb  good  a  farmer, 
as  William  Fellowes,  Efq.  of  Shot- 
tejham,.  the  particulars  in  both  which  he 
was  pleafed  to  give  me  are  valuable. 

T  am  indebted  to  John  Ramey,  Efq, 
of  Yarmouth,  for  an  account  of  the  Pkgg 
hulbandry,  and  his  own  experiments.  His 
companion  of  mowing  clover  for  foiling, 
with  eating  it  in  the  field,  is  curious. 

The 
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The  fpirit  with  which  Nathaniel 
Acton,  Efq.  profecutes  his  hufbandry,  is 
equalled  only  by  the  candour  and  accuracy, 
with  which  he  gave  me  an  account  of  it. 
His  experiments  on  draining,  carrots,  cab- 
bages, &c.  deferve  no  flight  attention. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Tanner  was  fo  obliging 
is  to  give  me  a  continuation  of  his  very 
valuable  experiment  on  lucerne,  mentioned 
in  the  Six  Weeks  Tour^  for  which  I  am 
much  indebted  to  him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Aspin,  of  Cockfield, 
favoured  me,  in  a  very  friendly  manner, 
with  an  account  of  fome  particulars  of 
hufbandry,  for  which  I  defire  he  will  accept 
my  thanks. 

I  am  obliged  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curteen, 
of  Bradfald,  for  an  account  of  his  curious 
hand-mill  for  grinding  wheat. 

The  attention  with  which  David 
Barclay,  of  Youngsberry,  pra&ifes  agri- 
culture, enabled  him  to  give  me  fome 
important  intelligence  in  common  hufban- 
dry, and  a!fo  the  relation  of  feveral  experi- 
ments he  has  made.  It  was  done  in  fo 
accurate  and  candid  a  manner,  at  to  add 
much  to  the  obligation. 

c  2  Mr, 
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Mr.  Ducket,  of  Peterjham^  has  my 
thanks,  not  only  for  fhewing  me  his  farm, 
but  alfo  in  the  name  of  the  public,  for 
the  neat  and  hufband-Iike  manner  in  which 
be  keeps  it.  The  implements  he  has 
invented  do  him  honour. 

If  ever  the  labours  of  an  individual  were 
exerted  in  agriculture,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
nation,  they  are  thofe  penetrating  and  fpirited 
ones  of  John  Arbuthnot,  Efq.  of  Ra- 
venjbury\  of  whofe  hufbandry  it  is  much 
too  little  to  aflert,that  in  manycircumflances 
it  was  never  equalled,  much  lei's  exceeded. 
Never  were  exertions  more  accurate,  than 
this  gentleman's  culture  of  madder.  The  new 
hufbandry  he  has  practifed  on  a  larger  fcale 
than  moft,  and,  what  is  more,  with  almofl 
uniform  fuccefs  ;  nor  let  me  omit '  remark- 
ing, that  the  incomparable  implements  he 
has  invented  and  perfected,  are  equal 
proofs  of  genius  and  application.  The 
jrules  he  has  laid  down  for  directing  wheel- 
wrights in  the  conftruction  of  ploughs,  form 
one  of  the  moft  interefting,  and  truly  ufeful 
memoirs  in  practical  hufbandry,  that  ever 
were  published.  It  is  an  original  and  ad- 
•able  thought. 

Some 
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Some  very  ufeful  intelligence  was  given 

me  by Jacob,  Efq.  of  Feverjbam>  in 

planting,  &c.  for  which  I  am  much  obliged 
to  him. 

Mr.  Crowe,  of  the  fame  place,  has  cul- 
tivated madder  with  fuchwncommon  fuccefs, 
that  his  example  will  have  the  greateft 
effects  throughout  that  neighbourhood.  I 
am  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  account 
he  gave  roe  of  it. 

Sic  Thomas  Hales,  Bart,  will  permit 
me  to  exprefs  my  acknowledgments  for  the 
friendly  manner  in  which  he  received  me 
at  HowktSy  and  for  communications  of 
importance;   particularly  concerning  hops. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Bifrons, 
favoured  me  with  the  minutes  of  fome  very 
accurate  experiments,  for  which  I  beg  he 
will  accept  my  thanks.  He  is  an  excellent 
farmer. 

Mr.  John  Reynolds,  of  Addijham, 
profecutes  his  hufbandry  with  more  than 
common  -fpirit.  Kent  owes  to  him,  firft, 
turnips,  and  now  the  cabbage  turnip.  He 
has  the  true  lively  activity  of  an  old  farmer ; 
the  intelligence  he  gave  me,  for  which  I 
am  much  obliged  to  Mm,  is  valuable. 
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Mr.  Harrison,  of  Prejlon^  has  my 
thanks  for  the  particulars  he  gave  me  con- 
cerning madder,  &c. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Edward  Pptt, 
of  Mmjler>  for  feveral  circumftances  in  the 
IJie  of  Tbanet  husbandry,  where  he  figure» 
among  its  beft  farmers. 

This  Tour  poffefTes  not  a  more  important 
experiment  than  that  on  carrots,  with  which 
I  am  favoured  by  Ed  ward  Leg  rand,  Efq. 
t&Ajhe.  His  culture  of  that  root  is.excellent, 
and  proves  in  the  cleareitand  moil  accurate 
manner,  how  much  attention  it  well  de- 
ferves. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  remember  the  po- 
litenefs  with  which  John  Baker  Hol- 
royd,  Efq.  favoured  my  undertaking: 
he  omitted  nothing  to  gain  me  a  juft  ac- 
count of  hufbandry  around  Sheffield  Place. 

I  defire   to  return  my  thanks  to 

Poole,  Efq.  of  Hook,  for  the  particulars 
of  feveral  very  curious  experiments. 

Richard  Nash,  Efq.  of  Walberton% 
gave  me  an  account  of  the  common  ma- 
nagement around  that  place  ;  for  which  I 
am  much  obliged  to  him. 

2  Nicholas 
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Nicholas  Turner,  Efq.  of  Bignor, 
has  tried  fome  points  in  agriculture  with 
attention,  and  has  feveral  valuable  imple- 
ments of  his  own  invention.  The  friendly 
manner  in  which  he  promoted  my  under- 
taking demands  more  than  this  flight  return. 

I  hope  that  Robert  Bull,  Efq.  will 
allow  me  to  thank  him  for  the  civilities  I 
received  at  Chichefter,  His  management  of 
grafe-land  is  perfect. 

Mr.  Knowles,  of  Newport ;  in  the  Ijk 
of Wight ',  gave  me  fome  particulars  con- 
cerning the  ufeful  implements  he  has  in- 
vented ;  for  which  he  has  my  thanks. 

I  defirc  John  Stevens,  Efq.  will 
accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  friendly 
reception  1  met  at  Coioes ;  and  for  the  intel- 
ligence he  procured  me. 

The  particulars  of  fbme  experiments 
made  by  James  Rodney,  Efq.  of  Aires- 
Jon/,  with  which  he  was  fo  kind  as  to 
favour  me,  arc  of  great  utility. 

William  Mitford,  Efq.  in  a  very 
friendly  and  obliging  manner  promoted 
my  plan,  by  giving  me  many  import- 
ant experiments  in  planting,  and  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  hufbandry  round  Gilbury% 
c  4  \ 
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It  is  with  pleafure  I  return  him  my  fincere 

thanks. 

I  cannot  eafily  exprefs  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  Humphrey  Sturt,  Efq.  for 
the  uncommon  attention  with  which  he 
procured  me  all  the  information  in  his  power. 
Thofe  who  know  the  truly  executive  fpirit 
in  which  this  gentleman  profecutes  every 
undertaking,  will  eafily  conceive  the  va- 
lue of  fuch  afliftance.  The  ifland  of 
Brownfea  will  be  a  lafting  monument  of  his 
tafte  and  his  activity. 

It  is  with  great  pleafure  I  remember  the 
reception  I  met  with  from  James  Framp- 
ton,  Efq.  no  one  could  defire  more  to 
procure  me  the  beft  authority  for  every 
particular  I  mention,  of  the  huihandry 
around  Morelon.  His  fuccefsful  improve- 
ments of  land  reputed  barren,  and  the  fyf- 
tematic  conduct  of  his  watered  meadows, 
fhew  him  to  be  a  true  friend  to  agriculture. 

Cornwallis  Mawde,  Efq.  favoured 
me  with  the  particulars  of  fome  experiments, 
for  which  I  defire  leave  to  thank  him. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  moft  obliging 
afliftance  of  John  Damer,  Efq.  of  Came, 
I  mould  have  mined  much  very  important 
information 
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information  concerning  the  fhecp  of  that 
famous  tracl  of  country  around  Dorchejltr. 
1  beg  he  will  allow  me  to  exprefs  my  thanks 
for  the  ample  intelligence  he  gave  me ;  his 
own  undertakings  merit  the  fame  return 
from  his  country. 

I  am  indebted  to  Edmund  Moreton 
Pleydell,  Efq.  for  fome  valuable  parti- 
culars. 

Lord  Milton,  I  hope,  will  honour 
me  with  the  acceptance  of  this  flight 
mention  of  acknowledgments  for  my 
reception  at  Milton  Abbey ;  and  more  par- 
ticularly for  the  important  information  he 
procured  me.  No  perfon  could  be  more 
anxious  for  my  being  well  and  accurately 
informed  of  every  thing  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. Dorfetjhire  owes  much  to  his  lord- 
fhlp,  as  a  planter,  a  farmer,  and  an  im- 
prover. 

I  cannot  omit  returning  my  fincere 
thanks  to  Henry  Cornish  Henley, 
Efij.  of  Leigby*  for  the  very  friendly 
affiflance  he  gave  me,  in  the  profecution  of 
my 

•  Of  Sandringbam  in  Norfolk. 
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my  Tour  through  that  neighbourhood, 
particularly  by  numerous  recommendations, 
which  would  have  been  of  great  ufe,  had 
I  been  more  fortunate  in  finding  fome 
gentlemen  at  home.  Fixing  a  fenfible 
Norfolk  farmer  on  his  Dorfetjhire  eftate, 
was  an  excellent  thought ;  but  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  his  neighbours  has  defeated  the 
good  effects  which  might  naturally  have 
been  expected  from  it. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Royse  gave  me  fome 
farming  intelligence,  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged  to  him. 

The  experiments  of  R.  P.  Anderdon, 
Efq.  of  Henlade,  have  unufual  merit ;  none 
can  be  more  accurate ;  nor  fhould  I  forget 
to  acknowledge  the  friendly  manner  in 
which  he  received  me  at  Henlade, 

I  am  much  obliged  to— ^Bampfield, 
Efq.  for  mewing  me  his  beautiful  grounds 
at  Hejltrcomb, 

I  defire  that  J.  Petit  Andrews,  of 
Tbe  Grove,  near  Newbury,  and  Frede- 
rick Cowslade,  of  Donntngton,  Efqrs. 
will  allow  me  to  make  the  flight  return  of 
thanks  for  their  intelligence  and  other 
civilities. 

Thq 
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The  attention  which  William  Clay- 
ton, Efq.  has  given  to  hufbandry,  is  fuf- 
ficiently  manifeft  in  his  experiments ;  but 
I  cannot  mifs  this  opportunity  of"  repeating 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  him  for  the 
accuracy  with  which  he  gave  the  particulars; 
and  the  intercft  he  took  in  gaining  the  belt 
intelligence  of  common  hufbandry  around 

IHarleyford. 
I  am  indebted  to  Sir  John  Hobv 
Mill,  Bart,  for  a  fatisfactory  experiment 
on  carrots,  &c. 
TheexperimentswhichEDMUNDBuRKE, 
Efq.  of  Beconsfield.,  favoured  me  with,  are 
extremely  important ;  if  his  trials  on  car- 
rots, which  are  conducted  with  the  utmoft 
fpirit,   are  brought  fully  to  fuccced,  they 

I  will  fhew  that  that  root  may  be  profitably 
cultivated  on  foils  not  at  prelent  thought 
of.  Buckinglmmfoire  will  be  much  indebted 
lo  the  attention  this  manly  genius  gives  to 
hufbandry ;  whole  flighted  ideas  are  the 
forerunners  of  brilliant  fuccefs. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  fatisfaction  that  I 
reflecT:  on  the  encouragement  I  met  with 
from  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse.      I 

I  viewed  with  pleafure  the  lands  which  his 
lordfhip 
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lordfhip  has  laid  down  to  grafs  at  Sion 
part  of  hufbandry,  in  which  none  can 
more  accurate  or  attentive.  They  were 
done  without  cornt  a  method  which 
much  recommends. 

Having  endeavoured  in  this  flight  and 
inadequate  manner  to  thank  my  numerous 
contributors,  I  mull  apologize  for  not 
travelling  through  all  the  counties  I  at  firft 
named :  finding  more  bufinefs  than  I  ex- 
pected, I  thought  it  would  be  better, 
totally,  to  delay  a  part  of  the  route,  than 
execute  it  in  a  too  hafty  manner.  I  beg 
leave,  however,  to  return  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  feveral  other  perfons ;  fome  I 
mined  by  accident — others  I  was  fo  un- 
happy as  not  to  find  at  home,  and  the  n 
were  out  of  the  extent  of  the  Tour. 

I  was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  receive 
the  invitation  with  which  the  Duke  op 
Richmond  honoured  me,  till  long  after  I 
left  Sujfex;  under  the  patronage  of  fo  illuf- 
trious  a  nobleman  {whofe  hufbandry  I  had 
been  informed,  is  excellent)  my  account  of 
that  county  would  have  been  more  complete. 
The  letter  which  I  was  favoured  with 
from  John  Bourne,  Efq.  of  Daily  in 
Lincoln* 
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Lincoln/hire^   I  did   not  receive  till  after  I 
had  pancd  that  county. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  honourable 
Charles  Hamilton  of  Pained  Hill. 
Thomas  Erle  Drax,  Efq.  of  Char-, 
borough^  in  DorfetJhirey  and  Henry 
Compton,  Efq.  of  Bijlerti)  in  Hampfnre^ 
for  their  refpe&ive  letters.  I  had  a  great 
lofs  in  not  finding  them  at  home. 

Lord  Montfort  honoured  me  with 
an  invitation  to  Horfe  Heath;  and  I  had 
the  favour  of  letters  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
H  A  R  R I NC  TON,  Powder  bam,  in  Devon- 
Jbire.  John  Culme,  Efq.  TothiJl,  near 
Plymouth.  John  Lloyd,  Efq.  Smithfield, 
Warwickjhire.  Samuel  Carbett,  Efq. 
of  Cajile  Bronwicb,  near  Birmingham. 
David  Roberts,  Efq.  Sonify-,  in  Den- 
high/hire.  Thomas  Hall,  Jun.  Efq.  of 
CantloVcrt  in  Htiwfifljire ;  and  from  Mr. 
John  Bailey  of  Peterborough;  to  alL 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  return  fincere  thanks ; 
the  places  were  much  out  of  my  route ; 
but  1  ihall  eftecm  myfelf  happy  in  waiting 
on  them  in  my  next  Tour,  with  which  I 
hope  to  complete  the  kingdom. 

I  ihall 
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I  fhall  conclude  this  preface  with  requeu- 
ing the  candid  reader  to  excufe  thofe  inac- 
curacies of  ftile,  almoft  unavoidable  in  the 
regifter  of  fuch  a  journey  ;  perhaps  there 
may  be  found  other  errors,  though  I  think 
not  many  that  are  material  ;  but  in  travel- 
ling near  three  thoufand  miles,  minuting 
above  five  hundred  experiments,  and  perpe- 
tually fhifting  the  fcene  of  common  intelli- 
gence, fome  excufe  for  fmall  miftakes  may 
be  admitted. 

The  great  intention  of  the  undertaking 
is  to  make  public  as  much  ufeful  knowledge 
as  poflible ;  by  bringing  various  cultivators, 
Scattered  about  the  kingdom,  acquainted 
with  what  is  executing  by  their  brother 
farmers  j  my  Tours  fhould  therefore  be 
confidered  as  an  office  of  intelligence ;  for 
I  pretend  to  be  nothing  more  than  the 
vehicle  of  ufeful  information  :  that  I  may, 
even  in  this  capacity,  have  committed 
many  errors,  is  certainly  probable,  but  an 
exemption  from  them,  is  what  I  am  far 
enough  from  pretending  to;  nor  can  I 
think  that  a  book  fliould  be  condemned  for 
errors  and  abfurdities,  if  it  contains  other 
matter  that  is  ufeful.  It  is  human  na- 
ture 
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ture  to  produce  fuch  inequalities,  and 
that  compoiition  which  is  perfectly  free 
from  them,  inuft  be  the  production  of  a 
man  who  aimed  not  at  great  utility. 

Let  me  here  repeat  what  I  mentioned  on 
a  former  occafion,  that  the  mere  return  of 
thanks  is  too  trivial  for  the  numerous  obli- 
gations I  am  thus  laid  under.  I  wifh  my 
fituation  in  life  would  allow  me  to  be  of 
the  public  ufe  I  defire ;  but  whatever  is  in 
my  power,  either  in  giving  intelligence, 
not  fumciently  minute  in  the  regifter  of 
the  Tour — procuring  implements— men, 
&c. — as  far  as  my  ability  reaches,  I  fliall 
always  efteem  myfclf  happy  in  iuch  op- 
portunities of  promoting  the  good  caufe  in 
which  I  think  I  am  embarked. 


In  order  that  theTours  through  this  king- 
dom may,  when  completed,  pais  through 
every  part  of  it,  that  the  averages  of  the 
particulars  may  come  the  nearer  to  the  exact 
medium  of  the  whole,  it  is  next  intended 
to  fet  out  towards  Tunbr'tdge;  from  that 
part  of  Kent,  to  turn  off  towards  Peiersfield 
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in  HampJJjire ;  then  to  Bafingjloke—Salifi 
bury  and  Exeter^  to  the  Land's  End; 
returning  through  the  northern  parte  of 
Cornwall  and  Devon/hire,  to  Brijlol  and 
Gloucejler ;  then  through  Herefordjhire  and 
SbropJhiretoCheJler>  &c.  Returning  through 
Warwick/hire^  crofs  Northampton/hire  to 
the  counties  of  Rutland,  Huntingdon^  and 
Cambridge ;  which  line  will  cut  through  all 
the  parts  of  the  kingdom  not  yet  travelled. 
The  Author  begs  leave  to  requeft  all  perfons 
who  intend  him  the  honour  of  communica- 
tions,  to  inform  him  of  it  as  early  as  con* 
venient,  that  he  may  have  a  clear  idea  of 
his  route  before  he  fets  out,  and  be  able  to 
portion  his  time  accordingly. 


North  Mims, 
March  ir  1771* 


*  . 
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THE  plan  1  have  laid  down  for  con- 
tinuing my  'tour  through  England, 
is  to  travel  as  different  a  rout  as  I  can  from 
that  of  the  former  journies ;  fo  that  they 
may  in  general  include  as  many  and  various 
trails  of  country  as  poflible :  by  this  means 
the  whole  kingdom  will  be  travelled,  and 
the  conclufions  drawn  from  the  particulars 
of  the  journies,  come  the  nearer  to  the  cxa£r. 
averages  of  the  whole  nation.  I  now  fet 
out  to  profecute  the  defign  firft  through  the 
central  counties. 

From  North  Miwt  paffing  through  St, 
jQibansi  I  took  the  road  to  Berkbamjitad  by 
Hmffitad.  This  line  of  country  is  pretty 
rich,  aad  well  cultivated,  and  lets  on  an 
average  at  10/,  an  acre.    The  hufoandry 

Vol.  I.  B  around 


THE  FARMER'S  TOUR 


around  Hmffitad  fe  teff  good;  I  BSESve 
the  beft  in  Hertford/hire:  the  farms  rife 
from  20/.  to  400/.  a  year.  The  foil  various* 
and  no.t  ill  defcribed  by  Ellis  in  feveral  of 
his  frork&  There  are  &me  clays^  chalky 
loams,  and  alfo  ftony  loams,  with  fome  of 
the  round  bRie  pebbly  land,  which  they 
juftly  reckon  the  worft  foil  a  farmer  can 
occupy.  The  tfents  rife  fr6m  .5*.  to. 20^ 
an  acre,   but  the  average  is  about  iox. 

Their    coorft  of  cropst  various;*  imohg 

» 

others, 

1.  Turnips 

2.  Whoa* 
:  3t  f*eafe 

4.  Okts. 

I.  Turnips 

.  2*  Barley 

3.  Clover 

4.  Wheat.  .. 


Alfo, 


Alfo, 


likewise, 


1.  Turnips 
z.  Wheat 
3*  Tares. 

r*  Tares 

2.  Turnips 

3.  Wheat 


In  one  year. 


4.  Peafe 
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4.  Pcafc 

5.  Oats 

6.  Clover  and  ray  grafs. 

And  1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Turnips,  &c. 

They  plough  four  times  for  wheat,  when 
fown  on  a  fallow,  but  after  turnips  only 
once,  the  turnips  being  always  fed  off  by 
fhcep  for  this  purpofe;  and  this  hulbandry 
is  very  common  here.  They  fow  2£ 
bufhels,  or  3,  from  a  week  before  Michael- 
mas to  Cbrifimas-,  and  gain  on  an  average 
about  25  bulhels ;  rye  is  almoft  unknown 
to  them. 

For  barley  they  give  three  or  four  earths, 

ifow  4  bufhels,  generally  in  March*  and 
gain  upon  an  average  5  quarters.  For  oats 
they  ilir  according  to  circumftances  once  or 
twice,  fow  4  bufhels,  and  reckon  the  mean 
produce  at  6  quarters.  They  plough  but 
once  for  pcafe,  fow  3  bufhels,  never  hoe, 
and  get  in  return  about  6ve  and  twenty. 

They  cultivate  very  few  beans ;  and 
know  but  little  of  rape  or  cole-feed. 

B  2  For 
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For  turnips  they  plough  three  or  four 
times,  hoe  them  once,  and  feed  them  all 
by  rtieep.  Two  guineas  per  acre  the  aver- 
age felling  price.  Clover  they  fow  with 
barley  or  oats ;  always  mow  it,  and  gener- 
ally twice ;  get  at  two  mowings  from  3  to 
4»  loads  of  hay  per  acre,  (18  Cwt.)  The 
befl  farmers  make  it  a  rule  to  fpread  about 
50  birfhels  per  acre  of  allies  from  London 
over  it  in  March.  Three  loads  an  acre 
have  been  known  the  firft  mowing ;  afhes 
they  find,  from  long  experience,  to  be  the 
belt  manure  for  this  grafs ;  and  they  are 
well  perfuaded  that  no  hufbandry  anfwers 
better  than  fo  to  ufe  them. 

Tares,  which  they  call  Thetches,  and 
Vetches,  are  a  very  capital  crop  with  them. 
They  ufe  both  the  winter  and  fpring  tare, 
but  reckon  the  former  better ;  they  both 
feed  and  mow  them  ;  fometimes  for  horfes 
in  the  ftable,  and  at  others  for  hay ;  a  good 
acre  they  reckon  will  keep  5  horfes  above  a 
month  from  the  ift  of  May.  Of  hay,  an 
acre  will  yield  1  or  3  load.  The  befl 
farmers  fpread  jo  bume!s/>tr  acre  of  London 
aflies  over  them  in  March,  and  find  the  im- 
3  provement 
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provement  very  great :  after  the  mowing 
they  are  fed,  or  broken  up  for  turnips. 

Upon  this  hulbandry  let  me  remark 
that  it  is  undoubtedly  excellent.  To  i 
tares  on  one  ploughing  at  Michaelmas  on 
thofe  fallows  defigned  for  turnips,  to  fow 
afhes  on  them,  the  beginning  of  March-, 
and  by  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of 
May,  to  have  a  tolerable  fwarth  ready  for 
foiling  horfes  at  the  rate  of  5  to  an  acre,  to 
continue  this  for  a  month,  and  then  throw 
in  a  good  ftrength  of  teams  to  get  the  land 
ready  for  turnips,  arc  al!  together  a  mod 
admirable  fyftetn  of  hufbandry,  and  aught 
to  be  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  attention 
of  all  the  farmers  in  the  kingdom.  Thefe 
intelligent  men  juftly  obferve,  that  the 
mowing  the  tares  in  May,  cuts  off  numerous 
weeds  before  they  feed,  and  leaves  the  land 
m  as  clean  order  for  turnips  as  the  moft 
coftly  fallow.  Five  bodes  a  month,  at  2  s. 
(id.  a  week,  are  50 s.  an  acre :  a  very  dif- 
ferent account  from  the  barren  expence  of 
a  mere  fallow. 

Sainfoine  is  fown  in  this  neighbourhood 

in  confiderablc  quantities:    I  walked  into 

B  3  feveral 
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fevcral  fields  and  made  particular  enquiries 
concerning  this  valuable  article  of  our  huf- 
bandry :  they  find  it  thrives  well  on  all 
light  loams  on  chalk;  but  what  is  much 
more  worthy  of  remark,  they  fow  it  like- 
wife  with  great  fuccefs  on  their  ftony  loams 
on  clay :  fome  of  the  fields  1  faw  were 
peculiar  in  foil;  a  dark  loam  full  of  brown 
dirty  looking  flints,  18  inches  deep;  and 
then  a  ftrong  red  clay  i  o  feet  thick,  before 
you  come  to  the  chalk.  On  this  foil  they 
fow  fainfoine  with  great  fuccefs,  get  above 
a  load  an  acre  the  nrft  year,  the  fecond  year 
two  loads,  and  afterwards  from  two  to 
three.  About  the  third  year  they  manure 
it  with  coal  allies  from  London,  50  bufhels 
per  acre,  which  they  fpread  in  March: 
after  mowing  they  feed  it  with  horfes :  it 
lafts  20  years.  "When  worn  out,  they 
plough  it  up  for  oats,  of  which  they  get 
very  large  crops,  and  then  fow  turnips. 

The  principal  point  in  this  husbandry 
is  the  foil ;  it  is  very  different  from  what 
is  generally  fuppofed  requifite  for  this 
grafs  :  for  although  the  farmers  here 
fow  it  on  their  chalky  foils,  yet  the  ven- 
turing 
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turing  it  in  a  loam  on  a  ftiff  clay,  is  ut- 
terly contrary  to  all  the  common  ideas  we 
have  heard  concerning  fainfoine.  Eighteen 
inches  of  furface  are  nothing :  the  roots 
prefently  get  deep  into  the  clay,  and  it  is 
very  evident  from  this  exjierience  that  they 
receive  no  damage  by  lb  doing.  Hence 
it  appears  that  the  hulbandmen  in  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom  might  cultivate  fain- 
foine on  foils  often  cfleemed  improper. 

In  manuring  their  lands,  the  farmers 
around  this  place  depend  chieHy  on  their 
farm-yard  dung,  and  the  iheep-fold ;  but 
they  bring  coal  aihes  from  London  for  their 
clover  and  fainfoine,  and  foot  for  their 
wheat,  which  they  fow  over  it,  30  or  40 
buihelft  per  acre,  in  MarcLy  and  find  it  a 
very  great  improvement. 

The  fences  throughout  this  country  con- 
fill  of  plathed  hedges,  with  fcarcely  any 
ditches :  thefe  are  excellently  worked ;  they 
have  a  moll  neat  and  hufband-likc  appear- 
ance, and  would,  with  the  alhftance  of  good 
ditches,  form  mofl  impenetrable  fences. 

Ahto  grafs  lands,  the  quantity  of  meadow 
and  pafture  U  very  trifling,  but  they  have 
B  4  fome 
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fome  which  lets  from  20  to  40/.  an  acre; 
they  ufe  it  chiefly  for  cows,  which  they 
generally  fuckle. 

The  flocks  of  flieep  rife  from  fmall  par- 
cels to  2,  or  300  j  they  reckon  the  profit 
about  14;.  a  head,  feed  them  in  winter  on 
turneps. 

In  their  tillage  five  horfes  are  neceflary 
for  1 00  acres  of  arable  land :  they  ufe  4  or 
five  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day; 
fometimes  an  acre  and  an  half.  The  price 
7-r,  an  acre,  and  the  depth  about  5  inches. 
The  annual  expence  of  a  horfe  they  calcu- 
late at  15/.  Their  ftubbles  they  do  not 
break  up  till  after  Cbrijimas.  The  only 
plough  they  in  general  ufe,  is  the  great 
Hertfordfoire  wheeled  plough. 

The  hire  of  a  cart,  four  horfes,  and  a 
driver,   10/.  a  day. 

In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms,  400/. 
they  reckon  neceflary  for  one  of  an  hundred 
a  year. 

Land  fells  from  26  to  30  years  purchafe. 

Tythes  in  general  compounded.    Poor  rates 

from    is.  to    is.  6 J.  in    the   pound.     The 

employment  of  die  poor  people  chiefly  lace 

making ; 
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making;  which  has  much  increafed  within 
the  lail  ten  years. 

LABOUR. 

In  harvcft,  2  s.  a  day  and  board. 

In  hay-time,   1  s.  bd.  and  beer. 

In  winter,   1  s.  and  ditto. 

Reaping,  &c.  wheat,  7  s.  to  8  s.  an  acre. 

Mowing  barley,  is. 

. -Oats,  is.Sd, 

■  Grafs,  2  s.  bd.  to  3 s. 

Hoeing  turnips,  4/.  to  5J.  an  acre. 
Plafhing  a  hedge,  id.  f  and  $d.  a  pole. 

■  Thrashing  wheat,  2  s.  a  quarter, 
■  barley,  is.  3d.  and  is.  bd.  ditto. 

Making  hedge  faggots,  3  d.  a  fcore. 
Amount  of  a  labourer's  annual  earnings, 

18/. 
Head-man's  wages,  8/.  to  10/, 
Next  ditto,  5  /, 
Maid's,  4/.  ioj.  to  5/. 

1  Value   of  a  man*s  board,  wafhing  and 
lodging,   12/. 


IMPLEMENTS, 
A  waggon,  20/, 

A  cart,  ic ■/. 


A  plough 


ip     THE  FARMER'S  TOUR 

A  plough  complete,  z  l.  2  s. 
A  fey  the,  3  s.  6  d. 
A  fpade,  3  -r. 

PROVISIONS. 


Bread, 

- 

x  d.  a  pound. 

Cheefe, 

- 

4t 

Butter, 

• 

7 

Beef, 

- 

3i 

Mutton, 

- 

4 

Veal, 

- 

4 

Pork, 

- 

4 

Candles, 

- 

7t 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  45  /. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  ie* 
veral  farms  in  the  neighbourhood. 

600  Acres  in  all  He  has 

540  Arable  100  Acres  wheat 

60  Grafs  1 00  Turnips 
£.  250  Rent  80  Fallow 

16  Horfes  200  Barley  and  oats 
6  Cows  80  Peafe,    bean6, 

4  Young  cattle  thetches,  &c. 

300  Sheep.  8  Men 

6  Labourers. 

Another  : 
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Another  : 


200  Acres  in  all 
1 80  Arable 
20  Grafs 
JT.  100  Rent 
10  Horfes 
6  Cows 
200  Sheep 
50  Acres  wheat 
50  Barley  and  oats 


20  Fallow 
40  Turnips 
2oPeafe,  beans, 
and  thetches 

3  Men 
1  Maid 

1  Boy 

2  Labourers. 


Another 


120  Acres 

100  Arable 

20  Grafs 

£.  80  Rent 

6  Horfes 

2  Cows 


60  Sheep 
20  Acres  wheat 
20  Barley,  &c. 
20  Turnips 
20  Fallow 
20  Pulfe. 


Another  : 


160  Acres  in  all 
150  Arable 
10  Grafs 
JT.  70  Rent 
8  Horfes 
3  Cows 
2  Young  cattle 

2 


80  Sheep 
jo  Acres  wheat 
40  Barley 
10  Oats  • 
40  Turnips 
20  Fallow 
10  Thetche6. 

From 
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From  Hempjlead  to  Tring,  the  foil  con- 
tinues in  general  a  loam  on  chalk,  and  lets 
•at  iojv,an  acre.  Towards  the  latter  place, 
farms  rife  from  20/.  to  300/.  a  year;  they 
have  fome  clays,  and  various  loams,  aver- 
age rent  10  s.  Among  other  courfes  they 
purfue  thq  following : 

1.  Fallow 

3.  Wheat 
3-  Oats 

4.  Peafe, 

AMb,  1.  Turnips 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Barley 

4.  Peafc. 

IJkewife,     1.  Turnips 

2.  Barley 

3.  Clover 

4.  Wheat. 

And  I.  Thetchcs 

2.  Turnips 
■     3,  Wheat, 

For  wheat  they  plough  thrice ;  fow  2 
bufhels  of  feed  per  acre,  about  Michaelmas 
gild  reap  upon  an  average  twenty-five.   For 

barley* 


i- 


one  year. 


a 


\ 
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barley,  they  ftir  two  or  three  times  j  fow 
4  bufhels  an  acre  iu  Marcht  and  gain  3 
quarters  at  a  medium.  They  give  but  one 
earth  for  oats,  low  from  3 *  to  4  bufhels 
before  barley  feed  time ;  the  mean  product 
6  quarters. 

For  peafe  they  plough  but  once,  fow  4 
bufhels  in  March,  and  gain  upon  an  aver- 
age twenty.  The  better  fort  of  farmers  life 
Marlborough  greys,  which  they  fow  in 
drills  equally  diftant,  2  feet  afunder;  hand 
hoe  them  twice,  and  get  tn  this  manner 
from  30  to  40  bufhels,  befides  cleaning  the 
land  fo  well,  that  wheat  always  follows. 
This  contraft  to  the  common  pea  culture, 
both  in  crop  and  preparation,  fhould  induce 
them  to  extend  the  drilling  of  peafe.  For 
beans  they  alfo  give  but  one  earth,  fow 
three  bufhels  of  feed  the  beginning  of 
March,  never  hoe,  and  reap  thirty.  It  is 
aftonifhing  that  thefe  farmers  fhotild  fee  the 
excellence  of  hand-hoeing  peafe,  and  yet 
never  extend  the  culture  to  beans,  a  crop 
that  requires  it  much  more. 

They  plough  thrice  for  turnips,  hoc  them 
once,  and  feed  them  off  with  fiicepj  the 
average  value  2/.  10s.  per  acre. 

Clover 
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Clover  they  fow  with  barley  and  oats, 
generally  mow  twice  for  hay,  of  which 
they  get  very  great  crops ;  up  to  5  loads 
per  acre,  at  two  mowings,  often  four. 
Tares  they  cultivate  for  mowing  green  for 
their  horfes,  reckon  them  extremely  profit- 
able, and  that  one  acre  of  good  ones  will 
feed  5  horfes  a  month ;  they  manure  them 
with  aihes  in  the  ipring,  about  50  bumels 
an  acre,  and  find  the  utility  of  it  great. 

Sainfoine  they  commonly  fow  on  their 
chalky  hills;  it  lafls  from  12  to  15  years, 
mow  it  every  year,  and  get  from  2  to  3 
load  of  hay  an  acre. 

In  the  management  of  their  manure,  they 
have  merit ;  they  foot  their  green  wheat, 
20  bulhels  per  acre,  in  March,  and  fow 
that  quantity  of  aihes  on  their  clover ;  their 
hay  they  ftack  all  at  home;  and  litter  their 
yards  well  with  wheat  ftubble. 

Grafs  inclofures  let  at  20J.  an  acre :  they 
ufe  them  for  cows,  but  they  are  fcarce. 

The  profit  of  flocks  of  iheep  they  reckon 
at  10 j.  a  head:  feed  them  in  winter  on 
turnips ;  4  pound  the  average  fleece. 

In 


. 
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In  tillage,  rhey  reckon  5  horfes  ncceflary 
for  100  acres  of  arable  land;  ufe  4  in  a 
plough,  and  do  from  1  acre  to  i  -i  in  a 
day,  ftir  from  5  to  8  inches  deep :  The 
price  per  acre  5X.  Their  ftubblcs  they  do 
not  break  up  till  Cbrijimas.  They  ufe  both 
■wheel  and,  fwing  ploughs. 

In  hiring  and  flocking  their  farms,  400/. 
they  think  fufficient  for  too/,  a  year ;  but 
fome  ufe  450/. 

LABOUR. 

In  harveft,  35/.  a  month,  and  board. 
In  hay-time,   1  J.  6  d.  a  day,  and  beer. 
In  winter,  1 /.  and  beer. 
Women,  in  harvefl,  6  d\  to  8-rf.  a  day,  and 

board. 

1  -  in  hay-time,  6  d.  and  beer. 
Reaping  wheat,  6j.  bdzper  acre. 
Mowing  barley,   1  s.  bd. 
— —  —  oats,   1  /. 
^^— —  grafs,  2  x. 
Hoeing  turnip*,  4-r-  bd,  to  5/. 
Plaining  hedges,  id.  \  per  pole. 
Ditto,  and  ditching,  Zd. — the  ditches  very 

paltry. 
Thrcming  wheat,  %d.  a  bufhel. 

Threfhing 
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Threfhing  barley,  I  /.  6d.  a  quarter . 
■  -   oats,  ix.  ditto. 

■  peafe,  i  s.  per  5  bu&els* 

■  beans,  1  .f.  a  quarter. 
Head-man's  wages,  8/.  to  xo/« 
Next  ditto,  4/.  to  6  /• 

IMPLEMENTS. 

A\iraggon,  25/. 

A  cart,  61. 

A  plough,  1/.  iox- 

Laying  a  (hare*  $£ 

■  coulter,  5*/. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread,  -        -      id. per  pound. 

.Cheefe,  -       -     4* 

Butter,  -        -7* 

Beef,  4 

Mutton,  -    4 

Veal,  -.     4 

Pork,  4 

Bacon,  •  -     7 

Milk,  -        -          4  d.  a  pint. 

Candles,  •      -      7  i  ^r  pound* 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  2/.  2/, 

■  firing,   il.  10  s. 

tools,  i$t. 

BUILDING, 


.» 
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BUILDING, 
fericks,  i$s.per  1000. 
Tile*,  */.  1  os.  per  ditto. 
Oak,  per  foot,  2  s. 

Afh,  ditto,  is.  41/. 
Elm,  ditto,  t  s.  6  d. 
Beech,  ditto,  is. 

A  carpenter  a  day,  i  x.  6  J. 
A  mafon, ditto,  is.  6 J. 
A  thatcher,  ditto,  1  j*.  6  J. 

The  following  particulars  of  farms  will 
fliew  the  general  oeconomy. 


60  Acres  in 

all 

1 0  Turnips 

50  Arable 

10  Pulfe 

10  Grafs 

1  Boy 

JT  40  Rent 

1  Labourer 

3  Horfeft 

1  Waggon 

2  Cows 

3  Carts 

too  Sheep 

t  Plough. 

25  Acres  wheat 

Another : 

600  Acres 

8  Cows 

100  Grafs 

4  Young  cattle 

500  Arable 

300  Sheep 

£  300  Rent 

100  Acres  wheat 

17  Horfes 

50  Barley 

VouL 

C 

40  Oats 
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40  Oats  3  Boys 

100  Pulfe  2  Maids 

100  Turnips  12  Labourers 

60  Clover  2  Waggons 

40  Fallow  6  Carts 

1  Man  4  Ploughs. 

From  Tring  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
chalk  hills,  about  four  miles  from  Aylejbury^ 
the  foil  and  hufbandry  continues  the  fame ; 
but  in  the  vale  it  becomes  richer ;  it  is  a 
good  clay,  but  all  in  open  field  land  ;  many 
beans,  but  all  full  of  weeds,  and  none 
hoed.  Here  I  fir  ft  remarked  the  broad 
crooked  ridges  arched  up  in  the  middle  :  It 
is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  in  this  ftrong 
clay  vale,  the  great  Hertford/hire  wheeled 
plough  is  quite  changed  for  a  light  fwing 
one  ;  of  a  better  conftru&ion  than  common, 
for  the  mould-board  is  curved ;  but  the  ear 
or  head  for  regulating  depth,  has  the  com- 
mon fault ;  and  the  junction  of  the  fhare  to 
the  front  of  the  plough  forms  a  fharp 
angle,  which  is  another  common  fault : 
fuch  angles  increafe  the  fridtion  of  the 
plough  greatly.  From  the  point  of  the 
ihare  to  the  beam,  fhould  be  a  gentle  curve. 

From 
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From  Aykjhiiry  I  took  the  road  to  Buci- 
ingham^  going  thro'  a  part  of  the  vale ;  for 
four  or  five  miles  from  the  town,  the  foil 
ranks  among  the  richefl;  I  ever  faw ;  it  is  a 
black,  putrid  clay,  quite  mellow,  and  crumb- 
ling when  hi  tillage.  I  made  leveral  en- 
quiries into  the  hufbandry  of  it,  and,  from 
the  produces,  found  it  almoft  as  bad  as  the 
land  is  good.  Nearly  the  whole  country  is 
open  field  land  j  and  all  lies  in  broad  high 
crooked  ridges.  Lets  all  at  14/.  Ths 
courfe  pretty  general,  is, 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Eeans. 

Alfo,  1.  Fallow 

2.  Barley 

3.  Beans. 

They  fold  the  wheat  fallows,  and  manuref 
the  barley  ones  with  farm-yard  dung.  But 
their  tillage  is  milcrable,  fcarcely  ever  flir- 
ring  above  3  or  4  inches  deep,  and  forne^- 
times  not  more  than  2,  although  they 
plough  with  four  or  five  horfes  at  length, 
with  a  fwitig  plough,  and  never  ufe  lei's  than 
tfiree  :  they  give  from  three  to  five  ftirringa. 
C  2  The 
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The  farm-yard  dung  they  fpread  on  the 
barley  fallows  in  June. 

Of  wheat,  their  crops  have  of  late  years 
been  very  bad  :  but  the  genera!  average  is 
not  above  15  bufhels  per  acre  :  fome  farmers 
aflerted  not  more  than  12.  Of  barley, 
they  get  at  a  medium  16,  and  of  beans, 
3  *  quarters.  This  crop  they  never  hoe, 
but  feed  off  the  weeds  with  ihecp.  Their 
flocks  do  not  pay  them  above  3  /.  6  d.  a  head 
clear  profit. 

In  no  part  of  the  kingdom  have  I  met 
with  hufbandry  that  requires  greater  amend- 
ment than  this :  fuch  products  are,  their 
foil  confidered,  contemptible.  Improvement 
muft  be  treated  under  two  heads :  firft,  the 
management  while  the  land  is  in  its  preient 
(late,  which  is  the  farmer's  bull nefs :  and 
fecondly,  the  inclofing  it,  which  is  the 
landlord's. 

The  poverty  of  the  crops  is  chiefly  owing 
to  a  want  of  draining;  for  the  country 
being  totally  flat,  and  very  few  ditches  in 
it,  the  water  fettled  in  the  deep  furrows,  fo 
that  the  tops  of  the  ridges  are  the  only  part 
of  the  land  in  a  proper  ftate  for  yielding 
corru 
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corn.  Thofe  fields  in  which  property  is 
very  much  intermixed,  would  be  difficuic 
to  drain,  but  wherever  one  man  had  feveral 
pieces  contiguous,  or  only ,  two,  he  might 
certainly  dig  a  drain  between  them ;  covered 
ones  would  be  molt  advifcable ;  this  con- 
duit is  absolutely  necelVary,  for  the  idea  of 
paying  14.J.  an  acre  for  land,  much  of 
which,  crop  and  all,  are  foaked  in  water 
throughout  the  winter,  is  itfclf  one  would 
think  fufficicnt,  without  any  argument. 

Next  to  draining,  I  fliall  recommend  a 
change  of  courfe  by  common  canfent ;  let 
them  fubftitute  the  following : 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Beans 

4.  Wheat; 

and  fo  on  for  7  years  at  Icafl ;  a  fallow 
oftencr  would  be  abfulutely  ufclefs.  The 
land  is  excellent  for  beans,  which  crop 
generally  pays  them  better  than  any  other> 
notwithftanding  it  is  the  laft  in  the  courfe, 
and  never  hoed :  What  therefore  would  it 
do  under  a  better  management  ?  Let  the 
beans  be  at  leaft  hand-hocd  well,  twice  or 
C  3  thrice; 
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thrice ;  but  fo  as  to  keep  them  as  clean  as  a 
garden :  if  they  would  drill  and  horfc-hoe 
them,  the  crops  would  be  greater,  and  the 
expence  lets.  Let  all  their  dung  be  laid  on 
for  them,  either  at  Michaelmas,  or  in  hard 
frofts  :  their  prefent  fyftem  of  laying  dung 
on  in  June  for  a  crop  that  is  not  fown  till 
April  following,  is  a  piece  of  abfurdity  :  fo 
managed,  dung  is  a  mere  pulverii'er.  By 
ploughing  it  in  at  Michaelmas-,  the  land 
would  work  at  bean  fowing  admirably  mel- 
low; the  fucceeding  hoeings  would  kill  all 
weeds,  and  the  wheat  then  could  not  fail 
of  being  excellent.  It  is  folly  to  talk  of 
the  neceflity  of  fallowing  every  third  year; 
I  know  juft  fuch  land,  in  more  places  than 
one,  that  has  never  been  fallowed  at  all. 
But  if  they  will  not  change  their  courfe,  at 
leall  let  them  hand-hoe  their  beans ;  if  they 
would  keep  them  perfectly  clean,  their 
crops  would  be  much  greater,  and  the 
wheat  on  the  following  fallow,  find  the 
advantage  of  it. 

I  would  further  recommend  to  them 

have  nothing  to  do  with  barley ;  they  can 

grow  as  much  wheat  per  acre  as  barley,  or 

within 
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within  a  bufhcl  at  a  medium  ;  to  cultivate 
it  is  therefore  alt  lofs. 

Another  circumftance  highly  worth  their 
ennfideration,  is  the  number  of  horfes  they 
plough  with :  4  or  5  at  length  are  cujlom 
not  draught :  I  faw  many  pieces  ploughing 
for  the  fecond  and  third  time,  {dunged 
before)  with  4  horfes ;  a  pair  would  have 
been  fully  fuificient. 

As  to  the  landlords,  what  in  the  name 
of  wonder  can  be  the  reafon  of  their  not  in- 
clofing  !  All  this  vale  would  make  as  fine 
meadows  as  any  in  the  world :  I  obferved 
along  the  road,  and  on  the  head  lands,  that 
the  white  clover  came  naturally,  not  as  we 
fee  it  in  molt  foils,  a  dwarf  covering;  but 
fuch  a  thick  luxuriant  growth,  that  a  vaft 
produce  of  that  alone  would  be  mown  :  I 
would  undertake  to  let  the  whole  vale  at 
from  25  .r.  to  30/.  an  acre  ;  and  many  parts 
of  it  at  30  j.  at  the  loweft.  How  well  there- 
fore can  they  afford  to  be  cheated  by  their 
attorneys,  over-reached  by  their  commit 
fiopers,  and  to  fquabblc  among  thenu 
Sixteen  (hillings  an  acre  the  return  ! 

Upon   the  whole,  this   famous  vale  h^s 
received  ample  gifts  from  nature,  but  the 
C  4  efforts 


the 


.  on  an  aver- 
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efforts  of  art  are  all  yet  to  be  made : 
landlords  have  141.  where  they  might  have 
30J.  and  the  tenants  reap  bufhels,  where 
they  ought  to  have  quarters. 

About  Hockfton  there  are  many  new  in- 
clofuies,  particularly  in  the  eftates  of  the 
Earl  of  Chejierfield;  the  foil  is  a  gravelly 
loam,  pretty  rich.  Farms  rife  from  50  to 
400/.  a  year.  Rents  about  i6x 
age.     Their  courfe  in  general, 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Beans, 
which  is  the  old  open  field  courfe ; 
farmers  are  getting  into  a  greater  variety, 
but  very  flowly.  They  get  about  3  quarters 
per  acre  of  wheat  on  an  average ;  2  quar- 
ters of  barley,  and  3  of  beans.  Grafs  land 
lets  from  20  to  30J.  an  acre  :  they  apply  it 
chiefly  to  feeding  cows  for  the  dairy.  Some 
of  their  new  inclofures  I  obferved  laid 
down  to  grafs ;  but  all  upon  the  old  crooked 
ridge  and  furrow  work :  And  what  is  a 
curious  piece  of  ill  hufbanchy,  they  lay 
down  with  common  clover  and  ray  grafs  ; 
and  truR  the  white  honey-fuckle  coming 

of 
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of  itfelf,  which,  after  fomc  years,  it  does 
pretty  tolerably-  I  cannot  omit  advifing 
thcfc  farmers  to  plough  down  their  ridges, 
and  lay  the  land  perfectly  level ;  and  then 
to  fow  white  clover  and  trcfoile,  which 
they  may  do  at  very  fmall  expence,  and  on 
fuch  excellent  land  they  would  immedkitdy 
come  into  a  mod  profitable  meadow.  From 
three  to  four  gallonsof  milk,  the  quantity  the 
cows  give  at  an  average.  One  farmer  here 
has  80  which  he  milks:  He  keeps  only 
two  dairy  maids,  befides  his  wife  ;  but  has 
milkers  befides,  one  to  every  12  cows. 

They  ufe  4  or  5  horfes  at  length  in  a 
plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day. 

Towards  Winjlcw  the  country  is  chiefly 
open,  with  the  old  hufbandry  of  1.  Fallow; 
2.  Wheat;  3.  Beans;  but  that  parifh  is 
now  inclofed  :  the  rents  before  were  14/. 
but  now  arable  land  lets  to  281.  an  acre; 
none  under  a  guinea  ;  and  grafs  from  40J. 
to  3/.  all  tythe  free.  This  rife  of  rents  on 
inclofing  jufiiiics  my  obfervation  on  the 
expediency  of  inclofing  the  vale  of Aykjbury. 
Poor  rates  here  are  3*.  in  the  pound. 

It   is   obferved,    that  fome  of  the   new 

rents  are  drepping,  frorri  the  inability  of 

2  the 
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the  farmers  to  pay  them :  The  mention  of 
this  doubtful  circumftance  made  me  enquire 
particularly  into  it :  I  found  the  inftances 
very  rare,  and  then  whoHy  owing,  as  was 
agreed  on  all  hands,  to  the  farmers  cropping 
their  land  every  year  with  little  judgment, 
till  they  run  it  quite  out  of  heart.  The 
foil  is.  a  very  fine  rich  fertile  clay.  Now  on 
fuch  land  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  they 
may  take  a  crop  n\ery  ycary  and  yet  keep 
the  foil  as  clean  and  in  as  fine  heart  as  ever 
it  was ;  and  at  tfie  fame  time  be  very  able 
to  pay  the  new  rents.  But  this  depends  on 
their  changing  bad  hufbandry  for  good.  I 
muft  obferve  that  ail  this  country  is  terribly 
pinched  in  winter  for  food  for  their  cattle, 
both  fheep  and  beads :  the  land  is  too  moid 
for  turnips.  This  circumftance  confidered* 
let  me  recommend  to  them  the  following 
courfe  : 

x.  Cabbages 

2.  Oats 

3.  Beans 

4.  Wheat 

5.  Cabbages 

6.  Barley 

7.  Clover 

8.  Wheat,  All 
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All  their  manure  to  be  laid  on  for  cab- 
bages or  beans.  The  cabbages  to  be  on  5 
feet  ridges  arched  up  ;  horfe-hoed  thrice  or 
four  times ;  and  hand-hoed  twice.  The 
beans  to  be  drilled  and  kept  fcrfeEily  clean 
from  all  weeds.  I  would  rifque  my  life  on 
the  fuccefs  of  this  hufbandry  on  their  land; 
and  I  think  barley  in  this  courfe  would 
prove  more  fuccefsful  than  common  with 
them  at  prefent. 

To  Buckingham  much  open  land,  and  ali 
thrown  into  the  courfe  of 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Beans. 
Or,                   I,  Fallow 

2.  Barley 

3.  Beans. 

Lets  at  an  average  at  15  j.  an  acre  the  open 
field.     Their  mean  crops ; 
Of  wheat,  2  quarters. 
Of  barley,  a  ditto. 
Of  beans,  3  ditto 
The   foil  a  fine  black    crumbling  clay. 
As  a  proof  how  well  it  is  farmed  in  the 
broad  ridge  work,  let  me  obferve  that  the 
furrows 
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furrows  were  under  water :  if  fo  in  "June* 
what  muft  they  be  in  winter  ?  The  unac- 
countable poverty  of  the  crops  through  this 
country  fo  rich  in  foil,  mull:  be  owing  to  a 
want  of  draining. 

From  Buckingham  to  Towafler,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  country  is  occupied  with 
Earl  TV^/c's  park  *  arid  woods  ;  and  Pfrhit~ 
tlcbury  Fortjl,  the  Duke  of  Grafton\. 

From 


*  Stow,  the  celebrated  fc.it  of  that  nobleman, 
is  well  foliated  in  a  fpot,  much  more  beautiful 
than  any  of  the  fnrrounding  country.  The  houfe 
is  large ;  it  extends  in  one  line  of  front  goo  feet. 
The  Hail  is  36  feet  by  26.  The  faloon  36  by 
22  -,  out  of  the  former  is  an  handfome  apartment 
of  two  drcmng- rooms  and  .1  bed-chamber,  each 
about  ao  by  16. 

The  Chapel  is  richly  fitted  up  in  cedar,  and 
ornamented :  the  altar-piece  the  Refurreclion-,  by 
Tintoretto. 

In  the  GrenvilU  Room,  36  by  z$t  arc  many 
modern  portraits  of  the  family. 

The  Dining-room,  43  by  25,  is  very  hand- 
fomely  fitted  up  and  fumifhed :  here  are  three 
pieces  of  ftatuary  that  deterve  attention  •,  a  Nor- 
cijfxsy  whole  attitude  is  eafy,  and  the  figure 
elegant.  Vtrltinimts  and  Pomona,  by  Stbemacter ; 
and  Vtnxs  and  Adonis,  by  Deheau.  The  marble 
is  veined  fo  much  with  blue,  that  they  appear  to 
difadvanuge :  die  Vtnus  is  delicae  and  beautiful. 
The 


. 
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From  that  town  I  took  the  road  to  Nor- 
thampton ;  firit,  through  the  eftatc  of  lord 
Pomfret,  admirable  rich  land ;  none  of 
which  lets  at  lefs  than  20s.  an  acre,  and 
much  of  it  from  30/.  to  401.  But  the 
roads  are  a  difgrace  to  the  country.  About 
BUfusTrth  the  foil  is  not  equal  to  that  nearer 
Towcejier ;  it  is  chiefly  a  red  gravelly  loam, 
and  fome  binding  clays ;  the  open  fields  let 
at  8r.  and  the  incloi'ures  from  lis.  to  20/. 
Farms 


The  Dravnng~roomy  30  by  25. 
Paul  Panini.     Ruins, 

In  the  Waiting-room. 
Cturebsno.     Cymon  and  Ipbigene :  a  fine  and  ex- 

preflivc  pi&iire ;  her  figure  good,  but 

an  odd  pofture. 
Albtrt Durer.     Joan  of  Are;  a  curi'iis  piece-, 

her  countenance  wcB  defigncd,  mufing 

on  her  expedition. 
PouJJin.    Gold  pouring  into  the  mouth  oiCrajfns. 
Caf.  Peujfm.     Two  landscapes. 
Holbein,     Two  heads :  good. 
Unknown.     Two  portraits,  that  cf  the  m=n  a 

good  one. 

In  the  Brcckfaji-rooTr.. 

Rubcnt.    Boys-,  copied  from  him,  pretty. 
Albtrt  Durer.    St.  Catherine. 
Corn.  Jobnfon.     A  head  :  very  fine. 
Le  Scwr.    Young  bachwi 

In 
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Farms  rife  from  30/.  to  150/.  a  year.  Their 
courfe,  1.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Beans. 
And  1.  Fallow.  2.  Barley.  3,  Beans. 
They  plough  four  times  for  wheat;  fow 
ai  bufhels  of  feed,  about  Michaelmas,  and 
reckon  the  average  crop  at  2  i  quarters. 
For  rye  they  ftir  four  times,  fow  2  buihels 
of  feed  before  wheat,  and  gain  3  quarters 
on  a  medium.  For  barley  they  give  four 
earths, 

In  the  Private  Drawing-room. 

Rembrandt.      Samfon ;    very   great   and    ftrong 
expreffion. 

Horizonti.     Two  large  landfcapes. 

Poujin.     Mofes   burying   the  Egyptian:    fine. 
The  drawing  appears  to  be  good. 
A  port.     Good. 

Guide.     St.  Stephen:  the  hand  excellently  done. 

St.  Laurence.     The  face  and  hands  finely  done. 

Mile.     Acis  and  Galatea  -,  a  landfcape.     A  plca- 
fing  fpirit  in  the  figures. 

Claud  Loraine.     Landfcape. 

P.  Brill.     Ditto. 

Primacttio.    Cbrlfets.     Her  drapery  not  fo  good 
as  the  defign  required. 
Rape  of  Helen.     Good. 
Vulcan  forging  armour  for  /Eneas. 

Rubats.     Ills  iirft  wife:  an  inftanceof  the  fata- 
lity of  his  making  his  wives  the  models 
of  his  females.  A  painter  mould  cither 
be  gay,  or  marry  nothing  but  beauties. 
2  fan- 


I 
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;,  fow  5  buftiels  as  early  in  the  fpring 
as  they  can  on  clay  lands,  the  crop  about 
3  i  quarters.  For  oats  they  plough  but 
once,  low  5  !  buihcls  after  barley  lowing ; 
and  (he  hit  on  light  land  ;  the  crop  5  quar- 
ters. For  peafe  and  beans  mixed,  they  Air 
once,  fow  4  builiels  m  March :  nor  do 
ihey  give  more  tillage  for  beans  alone,  of 
which  they  fow  5  bulhels,  never  hoe  them, 
the  crop  about  3  ±  quarters. 

They 


Vandyke.     The  duke  of  Sully. 

Bafan.     The  marriage  ot  Carta. 

Guercbim.     Samfou  and    Daiilah.      Dark,    but 

well  defigjied. 
Tintoretto.     A  dance   at    the   marriage  of  the 

Duke  of  Mantua. 
Old  RUbardfcn.     Oliver  CremoeJL 
Rubens.     Silent}.     Admirable  exprefhon. 

The  Gallery,  70  by  15,  and  22  high,  is  a 
beautiful  room  :  The  proportion  extremely  plea- 
fing.  It  is  hung  with  Bruffcls  tapellry  i  rcpre- 
fcnting  the  triumphs  of  Bacchus,  Venus,  Certs, 
Mars,  and  Apollo  I  think.  The  ceiling  is  Ituccoed 
in  compartments,  and  ornamented  with  nida- 
tions, and  paintings  in  obicura.  The  chimney- 
piece;,  polilhed  white  marble,  ornaments  trailed 
on  licna.  The  pier  glafles  are  handfome,  and 
the  dabs  of  ficna  marble. 

In 
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They  plough  four  or  five  times  for  tur- 
nips, which  they  fow  only  in  the  inclofurcs, 
hand-hoe  them  once,  and  feed  them  all  off 
with  fheep:  the  crops  on  an  average  40J. 
per  acre.  Clover  they  fow  with  both  barley 
and  oats ;  mow  and  feed  it ;  fow  oats,  6tc. 
after ;  and  reckon  the  crop  better  after  feed- 
ing than  mowing. 

They  cultivate  fome  tares,  which  they 
mow  green  for  their  horfes,  but  not  lb  com- 
monly 


In  the  DreJJing-rsom.,  35  by  30,  the  chimney- 
piece  of  white  marble  polilhed.  The  ceiling 
fcrolls  of  gold  on  a  bluim  lead  ground. 
Titian.  I'tnia  blinding  Cupid:  the  fame,  if  I 
recoiled  right,  as  that  which  Mr, 
Strange  has  engraved.  It  is  fine,  but 
the  figures  as  lufly  as  if  by  Rubens  : 
The  ftmuldcrs  are  not  thole  of  Venus. 
Fltmijh  School.     Four  converfation  pieces. 

The  State  Bed-chamber,  50  by  25,  is  as  hand- 
fome  as  I  remember  to  have  feen.  It  is  magni- 
ficently furnilhed  with  crimibn  damaik,  and 
gold  ornaments :  the  glafles  are  fine  -,  and  the 
llabs  of  fiena. 

But  the  ornamented  grounds  at  Stew  are 
more  peculiar  than  the  houfe.  They  were  for 
many  years  the  admiration  of  all  that  viewed 
them,  not  only  for  their  real  beauty,  but  the 
fcarcicy  of  other  improvements  of  the  fame  kind 


diffirre. 
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monly  as  they  ought,  letting  too  many 
ftand  for  feed.  An  acre  of  good  ones  will 
keep  5  or  6  horfes  a  month. 

There  are  many  woods  in  this  country ; 
and  they  reckon  the  value  of  an  acre,  at  1 3 
years  growth,  to  be  about  9/. 

In  refpedl  to  manuring ;  they  fold  their 
jtheep  on  the  lands  for  wheat  and  barley. 
Their  farm  yards  they  litter  with  ftraw  and 
ftubble.     Dung  is  to  be  had  at  Northampton 


in  the  kingdom.  .  I  mould  obferve,  that  they 
were  (ketcned  at  firff.  quite  in  the  old  Mile  of 
broad  flraipht  gravel  walks  and  avenues  of  trees  ; 
with  regular  waters :  but  ninny  of  thefc  circum- 
ftances  are  much  changed,  and  th$  grounds 
modernized  as  much  as  they  would  adpHt. 
I  do  not  quote  any  particular  part  of  thd 
dens  for  particular  purpofeg,  I  (hat!  bfier  the  6  w 
ohfrrvations  I  made  on  them  in  ihe  ordi-r  I 
viewed  them. 

From  the  temple  of  Baca las,  there  Is  H  plcmng 
view  down  en  th  Cwnpfi 

of  Foots  1  behind 

it:  but  the  effect  would  be  better  were  it  quite 
backed  with  the  1  1  (hick  wood. 

Pafiing  a  cave,  or  gather  .1  root  fioufe,  dedicated 

to  St.  J..-..  .  iliona  ai 
the  park 

differently  winding,  in  a  very  natural  tafte,  ac 

Vol.  I.  D                                the 
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for  2  j.  a  load,  but  they  reckon  5  miles  too 
far  to  bring  it. 

Some  good  farmers  hollow  drain  their 
wetteft  lands,  but  the  number  is  very  fmall ; 
they  fill  with  thorns  or  ftone. 

Good  grafs  land  lets  at  from  2  5  J.  to  30/. 
an  acre ;  they  apply  it  to  feeding  cows,  and 
fattening  fheep ;  an  acre  will  about  carry  a 
cow  through  the  fummer.  The  breed  is 
the  long  horned ;  a  good  one  will  give  5 

gallons 


the  bottom  of  feveral  paftures :  it  is  here  as  jufi: 
an  imitation  of  a  real  ftream  as  can  any  where  be 
feen. 

From  Queen  Caroline's  pillar,  the  wood  and 
water  appear  to  advantage,  and  the  portico  of 
one  of  the  pavilions  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  gar- 
dens, is  caught  among  the  wood  in  a  moil  agree- 
able manner. 

Moving  down  to  the  water,  a  common  bench 
commands  a  view  of  a  building,  that  terminates 
the  water,  which  is  here  large ;  but  obferve  a 
fmall  grafs  lawn  fcattered  with  trees,  on  the 
oppofite  banks,  which  breaks  from  the  water 
into  the  wood  :  it  is  extremely  pifturefque ;  and 
the  beft  part  of  this  view. 

Advancing  to  the  temple  of  Venus^  the  land- 
fcape  is  very  fine-,  the  water  fills  the  valley, 
(tho*  rather  too  regular  in  the  bend)  and  the 
oppofite  hift  is  well  spread  with  thick  wood: 

Tht 
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of  milk  a  day ;  and  in  total  product 
t  6  /.  They  keep  many  hogs,  one  or 
two,  and  foraetiraes  more  to  every  cow; 
They  reckon  a  dairy  maid  can  take  care  of 
20  cows.  Their  winter  food  hay  alone ; 
about  a  load  and  a  half,  or  two  loads  per 
cow.  In  rearing  their  calves  do  not  fuck 
above  3  or  4  days. 

They  fat  their  hogs  from  18  to  25  fcore 
pounds. 

The 


The  rotunda  beautifully  placed  on  a  point  of 
ground,  with  a  projecting  wood  behind  it  •,  anil 
to  the  left  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  quite  embo- 
lbmed  in  a  thick  grove. 

From  the  fhepherd's  cave,  the  view  of  the 
rotunda  is  extremely  picturefque.  From  hence 
the  path  winds  by  the  water  ■,  but  the  termina- 
tion of  it  ornamented  with  ftatues,  and  the 
regularity  of  the  cafcades,  are  in  a  very  different 
ftile  from  the  rotunda,  which  is  as  happilv  placed 
as  the  moft  cultivated  talte  could  imagine. 

From  the  firft  pavilion,  the  view  of  the  hike 
is  very  pleafing :  it  gives  a  bend,  which  forms 
a  promontory  of  a  beautiful  verdure  fcatteted 
with  trees,  through  the  Hems  of  which  you  com- 
mand the  water.  Gardening  icldum  offers  .1 
more  beautiful  object ;  nor  can  it  well  be  em- 
ployed without  fuccefs.  The  extreme  beauty  of 
this  part  of  the  vkw,  will  draw  off  your  atten- 
D  2  tion 
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The  flocks  of  (heep  generally  from  60  to 
160,  reckon  the  product  of  lamb  and  wool 
at  10s.  the  winter  food  hay ;  their  lambs  on 
turnips  :  the  fleeces  rife  from  5  to  8  pound. 
In  their  tillage  they  reckon  6  or  8  horfes 
neceflary  for  100  acres  of  arable  land  ;  ufe 
3  or  4  at  length  in  a  plough,  and  do  from 
1  acre  to  1  t  a  day ;  ftir  3  inches  deep ; 
the  price  per  acre  5  j.  They  calculate  the 
annual 


tion  from  the  regular  h\\  ,1  that  leads  wp  to  the 
houfe. 

From  the  temple  of  Frioidjhip,  the  view  of 
that  of  Antknt  Virtue  in  a  thick  wood  is  fine  j 
and  when  the  wood  is  enough  grown  to  hide  t 
houfe,  it  will  be  yet  better. 

The  Palladian  bridge  is  taken  from  that  at 
Wtltott;  the  water  here  winds  through  natura" 
meadows  in  a  juft  taite. 

From  thence  as  you  mount  the  hill,  the  view 
to  the  left  is  extremely  fine ;  the  water  wind; 
through  the  valley  -,  one  of  the  pavilions  on  the 
banks,  very  prettily  fcattered  with  wood ;  and 
above  the  whole,  the  diflant  country  terminates 
the  fcene.  From  the  bench  at  the  top  of  tin 
hill,  the  fame  view,  but  varied  -,  with  the  Corin- 
thian arch,  in  an  excellent  fituation :  a  pit 
that  ornamental  buildings  may  fomctimes 
nearly  diftindt  from  wood  ^  rho'  the  connettii 
between  them  is  fo  feldom-  broken  without  da- 
maging the  beauty  of  a  view. 
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annual  expence  of  a  borfe  at  about  10/. 
when  they  arc  in  full  work,  they  give  them 
2  bufhels  of  oats  a  week.  They  do  not 
break  their  rtubbles  till  after  fpring  fowing. 
They  ufe  both  wheel  and  fwing  ploughs. 

The  hire  of  .1  cart,  3  horfes,  and  a 
driver,  8  s. 

In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms,  they 

reckon  that  3  or  400/.  is  neceflary  for  one 

of 


From  the  front  o*"  the  Gothic  temple,  the  views 

arc  ad:nirably  rich.      Or,    one   fide,   the   portico 

..'  is  beautifully   It-en  in 

the  wood.    On  the  other,   die  ground  his  a 

1  Iky,  where  the  w.iter 

winds  in  a  very  pleafing  manner,  the  pavilion 

;!s    banks.      la  front,  a 

dark  wood  bouads  tli--  fcone.     Query,  ihouid 

the  fpires,  &c.  of  l!ie  houfe.  be  fecn  here  ? 

Fbwdb  lord  Cotkavii  pillar,  from  whence  is  a 

Hough  wood  of  the  tempta  of  ConconU 

you  come  by  wiiuhnj,  walks  to  the  banquctting- 

room,  from  whence  is  a  fine  varied  profpect; 

the  Corinthian  o,rth.  appears  to  advantage. 

From  hence  you  arc  conducted  to  the  temple 
of  Concord  and  I'lilory,  and  in  the  way,  p.iL  a 
rooft  beautiful  winding  hoiWw  lawn  ;  the  brows 
of  all  the  res,  finely  fprcad  with 

woods,  thick  in  lome  pLices  and  in  others  1'cat- 
icred  lo  as  to  open  for  ihe  eye  to  follow  the  bends 
D  3  of 
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of  i  oo  /.  a  year ;  but  if  well  done,  it  will 
take  more ;  they  calculate  as  follows : 

6  Horfes,  -  -  JT.  60 

7  Cows,  -  *  -  70 
100  Sheep,  50 
Swine,                       -»            -  3 

2  Waggons,  40 

3  Carts,  r-  -  -  30 
2  Ploughs,                      »-          •*  2 

Carry  over         -         -      £.  255 


of  the  lawn,  which  is  every  where  different.  The 
temple  excellently  fituated  on  the  brow  of  one  of 
the  hills  :  it  is  a  very  fine  building ;  an  oblong  to- 
tally furrounded  by  a  colonade  of  well  propor- 
tioned pillars.  The  architecture  light  and  plea- 
fing.  In  it  is  a  room  42  by  25,  ornamented 
with  a  ftatue  of  Liberty  and  feveral  medalions  in 
the  walls,  fome  of  which  are  extremely  well  exe- 
cuted; tho*  the  performance  of  a  felf-taught 
artift,  once  a  poor  boy  in  lord  Temple**  (tables. 

The  walk  leads  next  to  a  fequeftered  winding 
vale,  finely  furrounded  with  wood ;  and  a  fmall 
water  takes  its  courfethro*  it,  broken  by  woody 
iflands,  and  a  various  obfcured  fhore;  at  the 
head  is  a  grotto  of  fhells,  &c.  which  looks  down 
on  the  water  in  a  pleafing  manner ;  and  muft  be 
particularly  beautiful  when  the  woods  and  water 
are  illuminated  ;  which  they  are  when  lord  Temple 
fups  in  it.  Here  is  a  ftatue  of  Venus  rifing  from 
the  bath;  a  pleafing  ftatue,  and  the  attitude 
3  naturally 
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Brought  over         -  £.  255 


3  Pair  of  harrows, 

3 

A  roller, 

1 

Harnefs, 

7 

Sundry  implements,     #   - 

5 

Furniture, 

80 

Rent, 

100 

Tythe, 

12 

Town  charges, 

12 

JSoufekeeping, 

5° 

» 

2  Men, 

14 

1  Boy, 

3 

3  Labourers, 

5° 

1  Maid, 

5 

Seed, 

20 

£617 

• 

naturally  taken ;  tho'  not  well  imagined  for  ex-  . 
hibiting  the  perfon  to  advantage. 

The  grove  on  which  the  grotto  looks,  leads 
you  to  that  part  of  the  garden,  called  the  Efy~ 
fan-fields^  which  are  beautiful  waves  of  clofe 
fhaven  grals ;  breaking  among  woods,  and  feat- 
tered  with  fingle  trees ;  bounded  on  one  fide  by 
thick  groves,  and  (helving  on  the  other  down  to 
the  water,  which  winds  in  a  very  happy  manner ; 
and  commanding  from  fcveral  fpots,   various 

D  4  landfcapes 
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Threfhing  barley,   is.  id. 

———oats,  lod. 

pcafe,  is.  i  i. 

— —  beans,  is.  2  </. 

Making  faggots*  2  x.  ^r  ioo. 

Amount  of  a  year's  earnings  of  a  labourer, 

about  17/. 
Day  labour  ufed  to  be  only  4x»  a  week  in 

winter. 

Head-man's  wages,  8/. 

Next  ditto,  5/. 

Lad's,  3/. 

Maid's,  5/. 

Women  a  day  in  harveft,  8  //.  and  board* 

■        in  hay-time,  6  d.  and  beer. 

IMPLE- 


happy  variety  of  ground ;  much  of  the  wood  is 
old  and  fine,  confequentl y  the  fhade"  where  wanted 
»  quite  dark  and  gloomy ;  a  great  effedt,  and 
fcarcely  to  be  gained  by  young  plantations.  The 
water  (tho*  not  perfedfcly  cured  of  its  original  ftiff- 
rtefi)  winds  at  the  bottom  of  fine  falling  vallies ; 
and  its  fhores  arc  well  fpread  with  wood;  an  ad- 
vantage lb  great,  that  an  inftance  is  not  to  be  pro- 
duced of  a  lake  or  river  that  is  beautiful  without 
an  intimate  connexion  with  wood.  The  build- 
ings are  more  numerous  than  in  any  grounds  I 
Jcnow,  and  moil  of  them  are  in  a  good  tafte. 
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IMPLEMENTS. 

A  waggon,  20/. 

1 

A  cart,  10/. 

A  plough,  1  /. 

* 

A  pair  of  harrows,  1 

/. 

A  roller,  1  /. 

A  fey  the,  3  s.  6d. 

« 

A  fpade,  3  j*.  6  d. 

Laying  a  (hare,  8  d. 

coulter,  4*/. 

Shoeing,  is. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread,  per  pound. 

id. 

Cheefe, 

4t 

Butter,        »        •- 

5 

Beef, 

4 

Mutton, 

3x 

Veal, 

3t 

Pork, 

3 

Bacon, 

6 

Milk,  a  pint, 

t 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  1  /. 

BUILDING. 

Bricks  per  1000,   1/.  ij*. 

Oak  timber,  1  s.  6  *£  to  2  .r,  a  foot. 

Afli,  is.  id. 

Elm, 
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Elm,  is.  4</> 

A  carpenter  a  day,  i  s.  6d. 

A  mafon,  is.  6d. 

A  thatcher,  is.  6d. 

The  farm  houfes  principally  built  with 
ftone.  The  particulars  I  gained  of  a  farm 
as  follow : 

ioo  Acres  in  all  t  J3qy 

70  Arable  1  L^bpurer. 

30  Grafs  1  1V&& 

£.  60  Rent  He  hav.agnuaWy: 

6  Horfes  29  Acres  wheat 

5  Cows  2p  Beans 

50  Sheep  20  Fallow 

1  TVIan  1  o  Oats,  &c. 

The  view  of  Northampton  frqjn  the  hill: 
*  at  the%  Towccfter  entrance,  is  very  fins ;  i(. 
is  built  on  an  eafy-  flope,_  and  ftiews  itfe$ 
to  great  advantage.     It  is.  in  general  well: 
built  j    contains  many  good  houfes ;    and 
feveral  ftreets  that  are  ftraight  and  bros^d : 
the  market  place  is  a  fine  one,  but  by  op 
means  the  bed  i$  England. 

The  moment  you  leave  the  town  on  the 
Leicefter  road,  the  country  begins,  to  im-*. 
prove  greatly.    You  have  every  where,  a 

fine 


fine  command  of  wide  fpreading  fields,  all 
waving  on  the  fides  of  gentle  hills ;  and  to 
the  left,  a  Hinge  of  ihcBfiti-es  beautifully 
fringed  with  trees.  The  foil  for  fome  miles 
is  a  fine  red  loam,  excellent  turnip  land ; 
the  woril  lets  at  20/.  an  acre;  and  much 
up  to  40  j.  Near  Northampton  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  has  a  feat,  the  gardens  finely  fili- 
ated :  they  are  ornamented  with  feveral 
templeS  in  a  very  light  and  elegant  ftile; 
The  grounds  are  well  wooded* 

But  as  I  (hall  foon  enter  the  rich  grazing 
land  of  Northampton/hire  y  I  fhall  here  con- 
clude this  letter. 

I  am,  Sfr. 
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LETTER    II. 

FOR  the  following  account  of  the  ftate 
of  hufbandry  around  Hafelbeechy  I  am 
obliged  to  Mr.  AJhby  of  that  place,  who 
fcnt  for  the  mod  intelligent  of  his  tenants 
to  give  me  the  particulars. 

The  country  is  chiefly  cut  into  grazing 
farms,  which  rife  from  ioo  and  200/.  a 
year,  to  1 000  /.  a  year ;  but  the  open  field 
farms  are  much  fmaller ;  down  to  30  and 
40  /.  a  year.  The  foil  in  general  is  a  rich 
clay ;  but  they  have  fome  of  the  lighter  red 
land,  which  is  a  fine  loam.  The  grafs  lets 
from  1 5 j.  to  2 5 .f.  an  acre;  but  the  open 
fields  are  fome  of  them  fo  low  as  2  s.  6  </. 
The  open  field  courfes  are, 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat  or  rye 
3*  Beans. 

And,  1.  Fallow 

2.  Barley 

3.  Beans. 

Thefe  courfes  have  been  the  regular  ones 
for  open  fields  fince  I  left  Hertfordjhirej 

no* 


THROUGH   ENGLAND.     47 

nor  could  there  well  be  more  unprofitable 
ones.  In  the  inclofures  they  have  varia- 
tions,; particularly, 

1.  Turnips 

2.  Barley 

3.  Clover  for  2  or  3  years 

4.  Oats; 

which  is  an  excellent  one.  § 

They  plough  four  times  for  wheat,  fow 
:^or  3  bufhels  about  Michaelmas ;  and 
get  on  an  average  12  bufhels.  For  rye 
they  give  the  fame  tillage  as  for  wheat, 
fow  3  bufhels,  which  is  a  monfirous  quan- 
tity ;  the  produce  better  than  that  of  wheat; 
about  16  bufhels.  For  barley  they  alfo  give 
four  ffirrings,  fpw  2  bufhels  an  acre,  which 
are  as  little  as  of  rye  they  fow  much : 
they  generally  begin  to  fow  it  in  March : 
the  average  crop  about  3  quarters  per  acre. 
They  plough  but  once  for  oats,  fow  6 
bufhels  per  acre,  and  get  fcarcely  fo  much' 
as  of  barley.  Of  peafe  and  beans  mixed, 
they  fow  6  bufhels,  and  gain  about  12. 

Some  cole-feed  is  fown  in  the  inclofures,' 
which  they  feed  in  November  with  large 
ewes  j  they  keep  it  till  near  Candlemas^  and 

then 
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then  plough  it  up  for  barley.  They  reckon 
it  very  fine  flieep  feed ;  but  an  acre  produces 
little  in  quantity  compared  with  turnips; 
Thefe  they  hand-hoe  twice  :  and  feed  them 
all  oft  with  lambs. 

Relative  to  their  conduct  in  manuring, 
they  fold  all  their  iheep  in  the  open  fields, 
but  never  in  the  inclofures.  They  litter 
their  yards  with  ftraw  and  ftubble  j  but 
their  hay  they  flack  and  feed  in  the  fields. 
About  this  country,  and  I  believe  through 
all  Nortbamptonflrire  (and  I  obferved  much 
of  it  in  BuckingbamJIAreJ  they  have  a  moft 
execrable  cuftom  of  collecting  all  the  cow 
dung  from  the  fields,  and  kneading  it  up 
with  fhort  ftraw  to  burn  in/lead  of  coals. 
They  daub  it  in  lumps  on  all  the  walls 
their  houfes,  barns,  flablcs,  &c.  to  dry, 
and  from  thence  take  it  to  their  chimnies: 
wany  traveller  would  fuppofe  the  country  a 
colony  from  the  wild  Irijh,  who  burnt  their 
dunghills.  Will  ye  believe  me,  ye  farmers 
of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Effex,Kent,  and  Herf. 
fordftnrt,  that  this  is  the  conftant  practice, 
iiot  only  of  the  cottagers,  but  of  the  farmers 
themfclves!  No;  you  will  fay  :  it  is  itr.pof- 
2  fibk ; 


THROUGH  ENGLAND.  49 
fible;  there  cannot  be  fuck  an  application  {/" 
manure  any  where  but  among  the  Hottentots. 
I  looked  attentively  at  the  inhabitants,  to 
fee  if  the  guts  and  garbage  of  the  cows  were 
not  very  capital  ornaments  of  their  perfpns. 

The  farmers  have  been  ufed  to  that  ra- 
tional fyftem ;  we  are  not  therefore  to  won- 
der at  them ;  but  what  fay  the  landlords  to 
it  ?  How  do  they  approve  of  this  perverfion 
of  dung  ?  Pretty  white  cottages  and  farm 
houfes  are  in  fome  ftrange  places  thought 
ornamental  to  an  eftate ;  but  the  gentlemen 
of  Northamptonjlnre  are  of  a  different  opi- 
nion ;  they  approve  better  the  ufeful  than 
the  agreeable;  they  lawn  their  hundred  good 
acres  of  wheat  for  a  view  of  black  dunghills, 
inftead  of  white  cots :  and  the  idea  of  the 
fertility  they  occafion  gilds  with  peculiar 
brilliancy  fuch  pleafing  eye-traps. 

In  refpccl:  to  fences,  this  country  pouches 
fuch  as  they  find  diffident  for  turning  an  ojc 
or  a  great  heavy  flicep ;  as  to  hogs,  they 
are  never  fed  in  the  fields.  The  plafhing 
method  is  what  they  pretend  to;  but  prac- 
tife  in  fo  Oovenly  a  manner,  that  I  am 
amazed  they  have  any  quick  left  in   the 

Vol.  I.  E  county : 


Vol. 


50  THE  FARMER'S  TOUa 
county :  they  )ct  the  old  ftubs  grow  to  a 
great  fize,  to  the  height  of  4  or  5  feet, 
and  never  cut  them  ;  the  (hoots  that  proceed 
from  them  are  rather  iprawled  about,  than 
pklhed  ;  bent  every  way,  and  at  iuch  a 
height  from  the  ground,  that  hogs  would 
find  many  ready  made  gaps  every  ten  yards 
of  fence.  The  raggednefs  of  the  hedges 
near  the  ground,  is  owing  to  their  letting 
the  thorn  flems  grow  to  fuch  a  fize :  as  foon 
as  they  come  to  the  fize  of  a  man's  arm, 
they  mould  be  cut  offclofe  to  the  bank,  and 
other  ftenis  left  in  their  room.  As  to  dit-. 
ches,  I  faw  nothing  that  deferred 
name. 

The  beft  grafs  land  lets  at  from  20/.  to 
2$s.  an  acre,  and  it  is  chiefly  applied  to 
grazing ;  and  this  in  fo  extenfive  a  ftite* 
that  few  parts  of  England  exceed  it.  The 
beafts  they  purchafe,  are  chiefly  Shropfljire 
long  horned  ones ;  many  Welch  ;  and  fome 
from  Herefordjhire.  They  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Holder  nefs  fhort  horned  beads, 
Under  the  conviction  from  experience  that 
they  are  not  near  fo  profitable ;  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  hides.  Mr.  Aujitn  John/on 
fold 


3lt-r 


THROUGH  ENGLAND.     51 


rfold  a  long  horned  craven  beaft,  the  hide  of 
which  fold  for  4/.  5/.  the  beaft  not  a  large 
one,  the  price  not  exceeding  11/.  The 
general  value  about  i$s.  They  give  from 
6/.  to  9/.  Lan,  and  fome  to  jo/. ;  they 
purchafe  in  the  ipring ;  and  very  often 
fodder  them  with  hay  before  they  turn  out, 
which  is  generally  about  the  12th  of  Maj\ 
and  they  are  drove  to  Smithjield  in  03ober% 
and  November.  The  profit  upon  them  is 
in  the  proportion  of  buying  at  9/.  and 
felling  at  12/.  The  grafs  inclofures  are 
very  large,  generally  from  40  to  100  acres; 
and  what  is  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the 
kingdom,  they  turn  in  a  proper  ftock  in  the 
fpringof  beafts  and  fheep,  and  keep  them 
there  till  all  are  fat;  never  changing  them 
from  one  clofe  to  another  :  they  have  on  an 
average  of  feafons  a  very  good  guefs  what 
the  field  will  maintain,  and  proportion  the 
ftock  accordingly. 

Upon  a  medium  they  turn  in  at  the  rate 
of  a  large  ox,  and  2  4-  fheep  to  every  two 
acres :  the  fheep  are  very  large,  of  their 
own  breed,  generally  wethers,  that  are 
"  ought  in  at  about  a  puund  apiece,   and 


E  2 
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pay  from  S  to  ioj.  a  head.  This  is  the 
fummer  fyftem ;  but  they  have  befides, 
winter  one :  it  is  that  of  buying  two  fhe; 
fheep  out  of  the  fields  at  Michaelmas^  and 
keeping  them  all  the  winter  in  the  fields, 
let  the  weather  be  what  it  may,  fell  them 
fat  from  the  latter  end  of  May  to  the  end 
of  "June:  this  is  winter  fatting;  and  it  cer- 
tainly will  appear  to  the  farmers  of  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  a  moft  extraordinai 
proof  of  excellent  land.  So  it  undoubtedly 
is ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  may  remark, 
that  thefe  fheep  being  kept  till  May  or 
yuWt  muft  be  little  more  than  maintained 
during  the  winter,  and  fatted  in  the  fpring 
on  the  young  grafs,  which  part  of  the  ma- 
nagement cannot  pofiibly  be  good ;  for  they 
are  fattened  on  the  young  fhoots,  which 
ought  to  be  referred  for  the  fummer  ftock_ 
Probably  the  latter  might  be  turned  in  a 
week  or  two  fooner,  if  it  was  not  for  this 
winter  fatting,  which  keeps  back  the  fpring 
growth.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may  call 
the  account  of  this  country  grazing  in  the 
following  manner  for  two  acres  of  grafs : 

2  Improve- 
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Improvement  of  an  ox,      -      JT9  3     o     o 
Ditto,  of  2  ^  fheep,  1     o     o 

Suppofe  the  winter  fatting  one 
iheep  to  the  two  acres,  and  the 
profit,  -  -  -         080 

Total,  -  -  480 


Which  is  per  acre,         -  2     4    6 

Rent,  -  -  1  1  o 
Town  charges,  -026 
Labour,        -       -010 


146 


Remains  profit,        -       -       £.0196 


This  may  not  be  exa&  to  the  truth?  but 
if  the  graziers  do  not  make  this  by  their 
bufinefs,  they  are  very  badly  off  indeed; 
nor  could  they  afford  to  carry  on  the  bufi- 
nefs, intereft  of  money  and  accidents  con- 
fidered. 

There  cannot  be  a  finer  fight  than  the 
view  of  the  clofes  throughout  this  country* 
You  fee  in  every  one  the  preceding  pro- 
portion of  (lock,  and  as  they  are  in  general 
large,  the  quantity  of  great  oxen  and  fheep 

E  3  w 
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is  very  noble ;  it  is  very  common  to  fee  from 
40  to  60  oxen,  and  200  flieep  in  a  fmglc 
field  ;  and  the  beafts  are  all  of  a  fine  large 
breed,  well  made,  good  fltins,  and  form 
all  together  an  appearance  greatly  ftriking. 
This  effect  is  owing  in  no  flight  degree  to 
the  nature  of  the  country,  which  is  wholly 
Compofed  of  gentle  hills,  fo  that  you  look 
over  many  hundred  acres  at  one  ftroke  1 
the  eye,  and  command  all  the  cattle  feeding 
in  them  in  a  manner  nobly  picturefque. 
Stock  in  a  Sat  k  loft ;  but  to  fee  numerous 
herds  of  fine  beads  fpread  over  the  fides  of 
waving  hills,  is  a  fight  that  cannot  fail  1 
delighting  the  fpectator. 

Sir  James  hangham  at  Crofiwick,  n 
Hafdhcch)  has  one  clofe  joining  to 
park  of  212  acres  :  it  is  always  ftocked  witl 
upwards  of  ico  great  oxen  and  400  large 
fheep.  I  never  beheld  a  more  noble 
The  field  waves  over  the  fide  of  a  hill,  and 
the  herds  fpread  to  the  eye  more  like  thofc 
of  a  patriarch  of  old,  than  ■  modern  farmer, 

But  having  thus  ftatcd  the  grazing  huf- 
bandry  of  this  country  in  general ;   let  me 
obferve,  that  all  this  fine  grafs  on  fo  excel 
lent 


THROUGH  ENGLAND.  $$ 
lent  a  foil,  lies  all  in  the  broad  ridge  and 
furrow,  amazingly  over-run  with  thirties, 
f  ii  1 1  of  ant-hills, and  with  numer- 
ous wet  places,  but  none  drained :  in  a 
word,  the  management  as  bad  as  can  be 
conceived.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  an 
eighth  of  the  whole  is  wafte  land ;  the 
thi^fes  are  h  numerous  that  it  is  the  com- 
mon cuftom  of  the  country  to  mow  them 
as  regularly  as  a  crop  of  hay,  and  %&.  the 
annual  cxpence  of  it  per  acre  :  now  if  it  be 
confidered,  th;it  thefe  weeds  draw  the  nou- 
rifhment  from  the  prat's,  but  yield  no  food 
for  cattle,  it  will  certainly  be  allowed  that 
thefe  farmers  are  ftrangely  dcikient  is  their 
hufh.indry  in  not  extirpating  them.  The 
ant-hills  arc  in  amazing  numbers,  and  thefe 
boobies  infill  very  gravely,  that  they  are  an 
advantage  to  the  fields,  by  varying  the  bite 
of  the  cattle  ;  and  yielding  a  food  nearly  as 
valuable  as  the  reft  of  the  clofe.  There  are 
opinions  (o  truly  abUird,  that  to  attempt  a 
refutation  in  form,  would  be  prepoiterous. 
But  I  wilt  venture  to  affcrt,  that  if  thia 
count  n.  1  to  the  beft  advantage, 
jt  would  yield  the  landlord  I 


M 


ity  i 
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an  acre  rent,  with  more  profit  to  the  tenant 
than  It  now  pays  20J. 

Hogs  fat  throughout  this  neighbourhood 
to  a  vaft  fize  ;  thofe  of  the  pariih  of  Nafeby 
fat  on  an  average  to  about  20  fcore,  but 
fome  have  lately  rifen  to  36  fcore.  About 
Daventry  in  this  county,  they  alfo  fat  to  a 

very  great  fize even  to  40  fcore.  They 

buy  the  Nafeby  hogs,  and  keep  them  a  year 
longer  than  their  own  farmers.  They  fat 
with  beans  totally ;  and  reckon  that  a  large 
hog  will  eat  3  or  4  quarters.  The  general 
management  of  the  ftock  fwine  they  are 
very  attentive  to  in  every  point  but  that  of 
feeding  them  with  clover  t  many  of  the 
farms  have  citterns  for  containing  all  the 
dairy  wafh  ;  which  they  mix  in  them  with 
bran,  grains,  &c  The  breed  is  all  white ; 
they  think  any  black  or  other  mixture,  an 
indication  of  a  much  worfe  breed. 

The  flocks  of  ftock  flieep  are  kept  only 
in  the  open  country,  and  rife  to  200;  but 
the  fatting  and  breeding  flocks  in  the  inclo- 
fures,  rife  to  many  thoufands.  The  winter 
keeping  is  grai's  alone,  except  for  lambs : 
their  winter  ftock,  one  fheep  per  acre  fat 
and 
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and  lean.  Their  fleeces  generally  about 
9  pound  from  a  wether. 

Relative  to  the  proportion  of  horfes  to 
arable  land,  a  juft  idea  cannot  be  formed, 
becaufe  the  breeding  of  black  horfes  is  here 
a  confiderable  branch  of  bufinefs :  they  keep 
all  mares,  and  fell  the  colts  at  1  year  old  at 
Har borough  fair  ;  I  o  or  1 2  /.  a  common 
price  :  they  are  now  fo  curious  in  their 
breed,  that  many  farmers  have  their  mares 
covered  at  two  guineas  each. 

They  ufe  from  3  to  5  in  a  plough  at 
length,  and  do  an  acre  a  day,  the  depth 
about  4  inches :  they  do  not  plough  up 
their  ftubbles  till  after  Chrijlmas. 

Land  fells  from  30  to  32  years  purchafe. 
Tythes  are  taken  in  kind.  Poor  rates  1  s. 
in  the  pound ;  the  employment  of  the 
women  and  children  fpinning  jerfeys.  All 
drink  tea,  but  no  drams. 

There  are  very  few  leales. 

Befides  this  general  mrtbandry,  here  is 
another  not  fo  common ;  it  is  that  of  culti- 
vating woad  for  the  dyers.  This  is  done  by 
travelling  people,  called  woad-men,  who 
hire  clofes  of  old  grAfs  for  two  years  to  take 
a  crop 
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a  drop  of  woa<L  They  give  4/.  4*.  an  acre 
per  ann.  for  the  two,  if  the  land  is  choice  ; 
but  get  rtiuch  at  3  /.  izs.  They  plough  it 
up  as  deep  as  poflibhr,  and  fowing  the 
woad*  keep  it  perfectly  dean  by  hand  weed- 
ing; all  expences  are  fuppofed  to  run  at 
about  12/.  per  acre,  and  the  produce  is 
about  a  ton,  in  value  25  /.  When  they  have 
taken  up  the  crop,  the  old  tenant  re-enters  m 
the  land,  and  ploughs  for  two  years  more, 
for  which  he  pays  two  guineas  an  acre*  but 
k  to  lay  down  the  land  to  grafs  with  the 
fecond  crop.  The  firft  he  takes  is  barley, 
und  the  fecond  oats,  with  which  oats  he 
fows  about  1  o  pound  of  white  clover,  and 
i  a  bufhel  of  ray  grafs  per  acre,  fometimes 
on  a  fingle  ploughing,  and  fo  leaves-  the 
turf  to  come  again ;  always  in  the  old  form 
of  ridge  and  furrow. 

There  is  throughout  this  country  a  cur- 
rent idea  that  woading  land  is  very  perni- 
cious ;  and  is  never  allowed  of  but  through 
eagernefs  to  get  a  fudderi  extra  rent,  which 
if  the  (landing  rate  is  20  s.  an  acre,  will 
amount  in  the  whole  to  8  /.  8  s.  per  acre,  if 

the  woad-men  pay  four.    So  Jhatf  a  landlord 

raif<?s 
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r*iks  Bool,  for  every  100  acres  thus  ma- 
naged, and  this  they  reckon  may  be  done 
every  twenty-two  years.  Now  as  the  tenants 
after  woading,  pay  the  fame  rent  as  before, 
one  cannot  wonder  at  landlords  making  ufe 
of  fuch  an  eafy  method  to  raife  money  :  but 
it  is  the  tenants  that  quarrel  moft  at  it ; 
they  aiTert  the  land  to  be  js,  an  acre  the 
worfe  for  it ;  here  then  lies  the  enquiry. 

The  fyftem  ftated  above,  of  taking  two 
crops  of  fpring  corn,  and  laying  down  with 
the  laft,  perhaps  on  one  or  two  beggarly 
ploughings,  and  Scattering  a  fmall  portion  of 
white  clover  with  i  a  buftiel  of  ray-grafs, 
and  this  on  land  which  they  are  immediately 

to  pay  20/.  an  acre  for is  ail  together  as 

barbarous  a  management  as  ever  I  heard  of 
— — it  is  truly  congenial  with  burning  their 
dunghills.  Under  fuch  a  conduct,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  woad'mg  is  thought  perni- 
cious :  I  fliould  apprehend  that  a  landlord's 
thus  breaking  up  a  eonliderubie  part  of  4 
farm,  would  be  fufiicient  to  ruin  a  rich 
tenant :  the  true  caie  of  woading  therefore 
does  not  in  the  leaft  appear  from  die  prac- 
tice of  tiiis  country,  which  is  utterly  con- 
trary to  all  common  fenfe* 

3  L« 
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Let  mc  obferve,  that  ail  the  grafs  here 
lies  in  ridge  and  furrow ;  and  throughout 
nine  tenths  of  the  fields  I  rode  over,  the 
furrows  in  various  places,  for  the  breadth 
of  a  yard  at  leaft,  nothing  but  rubbtfh  and 
rufhes the  number  of  ant-hills  incredi- 
ble——and  all  the  grafs,  even  that  of  251. 
an  acre,  fo  full  of  thirties,  that  it  is  a  regu- 
lar work  to  mow  them  annually. Such 

being  our  data,  may  we  not  affert,  that 
ploughing  fuch  land  might  be  admiraMe 
husbandry  ?  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  it ; 
and  as  the  woad-men  will  pay  fo  good  a 
rent  for  it,  certainly  it  is  highly  advifeable 
to  woad  it.  But  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend a  different  fyftem  of  after  manage- 
ment. 

If  the  woad-men  can  be  prevailed  on  to 
plough  down  the  ridges,  they  ought ;  but 
of  this  I  am  not  a  judge.  The  tenant 
mould,  after  the  crop  is  taken  off,  have  it 
but  one  year,  and  lay  down  to  grafles  in 
that.  He  Ihould  be  obliged  to  lay  the 
whole  furface  of  the  field  perfeclly  level. 
With  his  crop  of  barley  or  oats,  the  land- 
lord Ihould,  at  his  own  expence,  fow  the 
grafs 
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grafs  feeds.  This  I  apprehend  is  effeotially 
neceflary ;  for  tenants  will  never  be  curious 
in  their  feeds — • — nor  fow  enough  of  them. 
Let  him  fow  16  pound  an  acre  of  Dutch 
clover,  8  pound  of  trefoile,  5  pound  of  rib 
grafs — and  2  or  3  bulhels  of  clear  hay  feeds 
—not  the  fweepings  of  a  hay-loft,  but 
dreflcd  feeds  from  Yorkjhire  or  high  Suffolk. 
The  field  with  fuch  management  would  be- 
come an  excellent  pafture  the  very  firft  year ; 
and  would  Toon  much  exceed  the  Mate  of  it 
before  woading. — But  another  very  necef- 
fary  operation  remains ;  which  is  that  of 
draining.  The  only  reafon  given  for  the 
prefent  ridge  and  furrows  is  their  being 

dry the  tops  of  them  certainly  are  fo; 

but  the  furrows  are  as  furely  worthlefs.  In- 
flcad  of  fuch,  the  whole  mould  be  hollow 
drained  with  a  draining  plough,  and  filled 
with  bufhes  or  flonc,  and  the  earth  then 
thrown  in  again.  This  (with  a  plough)  is 
not  expenfive — ■ — it  lafts  for  ever,  and 
would  leave  the  fields  as  fine  paftures  as  any 
in  Europe,  for  none  can  be  of  a  better  foil. 
The  profit  to  the  landlord  of  the  woading 
would  more  than  pay  all  the  expences— — 
of 
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of  which  a  flight  calculation  will  prove  tb$ 

truth* 

Extra  rent  for  wooding,     ••     £.660 

Ditto  for  one  crop  of  corn,      -      1     1     o 


7    7 


16  pound  of  clover,        -  {,0     8     o 

8  pound  trefoile,         *  -        028 

5  pound  rib  grafs,         -  -        026 

3  bufhels  hay  feeds,         -  -      0120 
Suppofe  5  extra  ploughings,  at 

the  landlord's  expence-,  -       1     150 

Draining  fuppofe        -  -         I     1  o  0 


4     10  2 


Extra  rent,        -        *        «        7     7° 

4     10  2 

Remains  clear  profit,    -     -     £.2  16  10 


Here  is  an  end  of  hills  and  holes- 


rufhes      ■    ant-hills  ■■     thiftleo  nettles 

—and  all  the  et  cetera's  of  flovenlinefs ; — 
a  little  attention  after  this  will  preferve  the 
land  in  the  fame  hufbandlike  and  nfat 
order  that  paftures  are  in  other  counties. 
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LABOUR. 

From  Midfummcr  to  MicJmelmas%  6  s.  a  week 

and  board. 
In  winter,  5  or  6  s.  and  beer. 
Hoeing  turnips,  $s. 
Hedging  and  ditching,  is.  8  </.  to  2 s.  pep 

acre. 
Threfhing  wheat  or  rye,  2/.  to  2  s.  6Jm  per 

quarter. 

■  U-.   -       .barley,  is.  8d. 

■  ■  oats,  gd.  or  io</. 

■  ■  beans,  1  s,  6d. 

Making  faggots,  1  o  d.  a  fcore. 
Head-man's  wages*  %  /. 
Next  ditto,  5  /.  5  «f. 
Lad's,  3/.  10  s. 
Maid's,  3/.  3-r.  to  3/.  iox. 
Women  per  day  in  harveft,  6d.  and  board* 
In  hay-time,  6  d.  to  8  */.  aad  beer. 

Only  ten  years  ago*  labour  ia  winter  was 
but  from  6d.  to  8  </»  a  day,  and  no  board* 

IMPLEMENTS. 

A  waggon,  20/. 

A  cart,   10/.  10/. 

A  plough,  15/. 

A  pair  of  harrows,  15/. 

A  rotter, 
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A  roller,  i/.  is. 
Harnefs,  per  horfe,  i/.  5/. 
A  fcythe,  3«r.  6*/. 
A  fpade,  3s.  6d. 
Laying  a  fhare,  1 1  d. 
Ditto  a  coulter,  in/. 
Shoeing,  u.  8*/. 
A  remove,  1  */.  i 

PROVISIONS. 
Bread,  maflin,  two  parts  wheat  to  one  rye, 

per  pound,      -  1  d. 

Cheefe,       -      -  $i 

Butter,        -      -  5 

Beef,        -       -  3^ 

Mutton,      -      -  3x 

Veal,  -  2i 

Pork,  -  3 

Milk,  a  pint,      -  oi 

Potatoes  per  peck,  4 

Candles  /ir  pound,  6  i 

Soap,        -        -  6T 

Houfe-rent,        -  20j.to4ox.  , 

Firing,      -        -  40  s. 

Tools,  5  j. 

BUILDING. 
Bricks /*r  1000,  1/.  ix. 

Oak  timber  per  foot,  is.  id. 

.  Aih 
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Aih  timber,  per  foot,  gd. 
Elm,   1  s. 

A  carpenter,  if.  2*£  and  beer. 
A  maion,  11.  6d.  and  board. 
A  thatcher,  1  s.  and  board. 
Mud  wall*,  the  workmanfliip  yd.  to  Bd.  a 
yard. 
In  Najely  field  are  6000  acres— 300  cows 
—300  horfes,  and  3000  ftieep;  in  Clipfion 
field  nearly  as  much  *. 

The 


•  Mr.  Ajhby  has  built  at  Hafelbeecb,  a  very 
good  houfe  in  a  fine  fituation  \  from  whence  he 
commands  an  extenfive  profpect  i  and  from  the 
oppofite  hills,  the  houfe  (of  white  ftone)  appears 
beautifully  furrounded  by  a  full  grown  dark 
wood.  One  initance  among  many  others  of  the 
advantage  of  placing  a  white  building  on  an  ele- 
vated fituation  in  front  of  a  dark  fhade. 

Sir  James  Langbam,  at  Crofswick  in  the  vale, 
has  made  many  great  improvements :  the  houfe 
contains  feveral  Ipacious  and  well  proportioned 
apartments,  fitted  up  in  the  modern  manner ; 
the  new  chimney-pieces  are  elegant,  and  the 
ftuccoed  ceilings  in  a  neat  tafte.  There  are  (e- 
veral  very  good  pictures,  by  mailers  of  the 
Flemijh  fchool. — The  grounds  are  totally  altered ; 
the  woods  are  in  fome  places  opened  fo  as  to  let 
in  views  of  the  country,  and  alfo  of  a  winding 
lake  now  making.     Contiguous  to  the  park,  and 

Vol.  I.  F  feparated. 
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The  country  from  Hafelbeccb  to  Kettering 
is  chiefly  grazing  inclofures ;  generally 
large  ones.  I  counted  70  large  oxen  in  one, 
befides  a  great  number  of  fheep ;  and  thefe 
graziers,  like  thofe  of  Hafelbeecb,  never 
change  their  flock,  till  fat.  The  peculiar 
beauty  of  this  country  Is  the  poffeflien  of 
fuch  rich  land  on  hills — moll  of  the  paltures 
are  fprcad  over  high  ground  that  contain 
very  few  level  acres :  in  fuch,  the  cattle 
appears  to  wonderful  advantage ;  and  fome- 
tiines  thefe  paflures  really  exhibit  fcenes 
of  this  fort,  that  are  truly  noble ;  abfolutely 
unrivalled  by  the  richeft  lands  in  Europe  if 
on  a  flat. 

About  Ckndon  near  Kettering,  farms  rife 
from  60  to  500/.  a  year;  but  are  generally 
about  1 50  /.  The  foil  is  a  red  earth ;  the 
red  loam,  light,  and  rich,  and  of  a 

ieparated  from  it  by  a  funk  fence,  in  full  view 
of  the  houfe,  is  the  noble  pafture  above-men- 
tioned ;  in  which  you  fee  above  an  hundred  large 
oxen,  and  400  fatting  Iheep ;  a  ftroke  of  the  eye 
commands  above  two  thoufand  pounds  worth  of 
live  frock,  feeding  on  the  waving  (lopes  of  a  hill 
moil  happily  fituated  to  enrich  the  views  from 
the  houfe. 

depth ; 


I 
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depth ;  excellent  turnip  land— it  will  yield 
noble  crops  of  that  root  without  any  dung. 
The  average  rent  about  ioj.  an  acre:  the 
courfes  of  crops  are, 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Peafe. 

Alfo,  1.  Fallow 

2.  Wheat 

3.  Beans. 
For  wheat  they  plough  three  times,  fow 

from  2  to  3  bufhels,  and  gain  about  15  in 
return.  They  plough  four  times  for  barley, 
fow  4  bufhels  about  Lady-day,  and  gain  4 
quarters  on  a  medium.  They  ftir  but  once 
for  oats,  fow  5  bufhels,  and  gain  2  quarters 
on  an  average.  They  alfo  give  but  one 
ploughing  for  peafe,  fow  5  bufhels,  never 
hoe ;  and  get  about  4  quarters  in  return. 
For  beans  they  plough  but  once,  fow  from 
4  to  5  bufhels  in  February.,  never  hoc,  and 
gain  upon  an  average  4  quarters. 

They  give  two  or  three  earths  for  turnips* 
hoe  them  once,  and  feed  all  off  with  fheep ; 

;  average  \ 


They  do  not  fow  any  clover. 
F  2 


Tares 
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Tares  they  fow  for  a  crop  of  feed,  which 
they  give  their  horfes.  Lentils  they  fow 
alfo  for  feed,  i  4-  buftiels  per  acre,  and  get 
3  quarters. 

All  flieep  are  folded,  even  the  fatting 
ones,  but  it  is  only  in  the  open  fields.  The 
farm-yard  dung  they  lay  on  to  fallows  in 
June,  for  wheat  the  Michaelmas  following. 

Draining  they  pra&ife  with  much  more 
fpirit  than  common  :  their  wet  paftures  they 
drain  with  very  large  ploughs,  drawn  by 
io  or  12  horfes ;  they  cut  16  inches  deep; 
1 6  wide  at  top,  and  as  much  at  bottom. 
The  ploughs  belong  to  the  parifhes ;  if  they 
omit  it,  their  flieep  are  fure  to  rot.  Their 
hedges  are  managed  in  the  plaining  method, 
but  the  ditches  very  fmall. 

Good  grafs  land  lets  at  22/.  an  acre: 
they  ufe  it  for  cows  and  iheep.  An  acre 
will  carry  a  cow  through  the  fummer,  and 
be  of  afliftance  to  the  flieep  befides.  The 
breed  of  cattle  is  all  long  horned.  Their 
cows  give  about  a  gallon  and  a  half  of 
milk  a  day;  and  the  annual  product  5/. 
each.  They  keep  from  10  to  20  fwine  to 
«very  10  cows.    A  dairy  maid  will  take 
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are  of  10 ;  the  winter  food  hay,  and  fome- 
times  a  few  turnips  ;  generally  keep  them 
in  the  fields,  but  fometimes  in  Halls.  Calves 
fuck  from  3  days  to  a  week. 

Hogs  they  fat  to  35  fcore,  but  not  com- 
mon ;  generally  about  25. 

The  flocks  of  flieep  rife  to  500 :  the 
profit  by  Iamb  and  wool  about  9  or  io/- 
The  winter  keeping,  of  the  breeding  ftock, 
is  in  the  fields  alone  :  but  the  lambs  on 
turnips.  Folding  is  valued,  from  being 
fometimes  let;  the  price  3  or  4  j.  for  200 
a  week.     The  average  fleece,  5  lb. 

In  their  tillage  they  reckon  9  or  10  horfes 
neceflary  to  100  acres  of  arable  land.  They 
ufe  from  3  to  j  in  a  plough,  do  an  acre  a 
day.  The  depth  2  {  or  3  inches ;  at  from 
6  to  ioj.  an  acre.  The  annual  expence  of 
a  horfe  they  reckon  at  10/.  While  in 
work  they  allow  them  a  peck  of  oats  a  day, 
and  cut  ftraw  into  chaff  for  them ;  they  do 
not  break  up  their  ftubbles  till  after  Chrijl- 
mat ;  they  ufe  both  wheel  and  fwing 
ploughs. 

The  hire  of  a  cart,  3  or  4  horfes,  and 
^driver,  a  day,  9  s. 
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In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms,  they 
reckon  that  i  ooo  /.  is  neceflary  for  one  of 
i  oo  /.  a  year ;  but  fome  are  taken  with  half 
that  fum. 

Tythes  run  at  4  or  5  s.  an  acre  for  all 
the  farms. 

Poor  rates  rife  to  5  s.  in  the  pound  in 
towns ;  but  in  villages  about  1  /•  Their 
employment  fpinning  worfted.  All  drink 
tea  twice  a  day. 

The  farmers  carry  their  com  from. ft  to 
11  miles. 

LABOUR. 

From  Midjummer  to  Michaelmas^  4/.  and 

board. 
In  winter,  is.  z  day. 
Thrafhing   wheat,    is,  6d.  to  2/.  6d.  a 

quarter* 

■  ■  *»  barley,  2/. 

-  oats  (if  reaped)  6  d,  a  quarter. 

-  peafe,  9  d.  to  1  s. 
■  beans,  ditto. 
Making  faggots,  4</.  a  fcore. 
Amount  of  a  year's  earnings,  1 7  A 
Head-man's  wages,  7/.  7/. 

Next  ditto,  j/f 

Lad's, 
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Lad's,  3/. 

Maid's,  3/.  to  4/. 

Women  per  day  in  harveft,  1  s.  and  board* 

In  hay-time,  6  d.  and  8  d. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
A  waggon,  26  /• 
A  cart,  9/.  to  10/. 
A  plough,  1  /.  is. 
A  harrow,  1/.  $s. 
Harnefs  per  horfe,  2  /.  1 6  /. 
Laying  a  {hare,  is. 
Ditto  a  coulter,  1  x. 
Shoeing,  2  s. 

PROVISIONS. 
Bread,  per  found         ^d.     part  barley. 


Cheefe, 

4t 

Butter, 

6 

Beef, 

4 

Mutton, 

4* 

Bacon, 

6 

Milk, 

4  d.  a  pint. 

Potatoes, 

3  d.    a  peck. 

Candles, 

6       a  pound. 

Soap, 

6        ditto. 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  20/,  to  40/. 

/.  to  3  /. 

F  4                    Coals, 
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Coals,  40  j.  a  chaldron 

Labourer's  tools,  5-f. 

BUILDING. 

A  carpenter  a  day,   1  s. 

v. 

A  mafon,   1  s.  4./. 

A  thatcher,  1  s.  2  d. 

The  general  oeconomy  of  the  country, 

will  be   nearly  feen 

from  the  following 

particulars  of  farms. 

£.  50  Rent 

1 0  Acres  oats 

8  Horfes 

5  Peafe  and  beans 

8  Cows 

6  Turnips 

10  Fat  be  aft  s 

10  Fallow 

10  Young  cattle 

3  Men 

130  Sheep 

1  Boy 

20  Acres  wheat 

1  Maid 

20  Barley 

2  Labourers. 

Another  : 

80  Acres  arable 

8  Acres  oats 

20  Grafs 

10  Peafe,  &c. 

£.  40  Rent 

5  Turnips 

6  Horfe$ 

30  Fallow 

6  Cows 

2  Men 

2  Young  cattle 

1  Boy 

100  Sheep 

1  Maid 

20  Acres  wheat 

1  Labourer. 

f>  Barley 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Booth  of  Glenion,  near  Kettering, 
has  greatly  improved  on  this  fyftem  of 
hufbandry,  which  will  appear  fufficiently 
clear  by  ftating  the  particulars  of  his  ma- 
nagement.    His  courfc  of  crops  is, 

1.  Turnips 

2.  Barley 

3.  Clover  2  or  3  years 

4.  Oats." 

He  cultivates  very  little  wheat,  but  when 
he  does  fow  it,  ploughs  four  times ;  fows 
2  bufliels  f>er  acre,  and  gains  fomething 
more  than  the  common  farmers.  For  bar- 
ley he  ploughs  from  once  to  four  times, 
generally  three :  Sows  2  f  bufliels  about 
Lady-day,  and  gets  feven  quarters  in  re- 
turn ;  a  vaft  improvement  on  the  farmer's 
three.  He  ploughs  the  clover  land  but  once 
for  oats,  fows  3  i  bufliels,  and  reaps  on  a 
medium  nine  quarters.  Peafe  he  has  tried 
in  drills,  and  hand-hoed  ;  they  turned  out 
but  middling,  not  above  1  .J.  quarter  per 
acre.  For  beans  he  gives  three  or  four 
ploughings ;  fows  4  bufliels  per  acre,  and 
reaps  5  quarters.  Colefeed  he  has  culti- 
vated forflieep;  eats  it  off  in  November, 
and  then  ploughs  up  the  land. 

2  For 
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For  turnips  he  gives  5  or  6  earths  ;  hoes 
them  twice,  and  feeds  them  off  with  fheep. 
All  his  clover  he  feeds  with  rams.  Tares 
he  cultivates  for  hay,  which  he  gives  to  his 
fheep. 

In  refpect  to  manure ;  he  has  tried  lime, 
lays  6  quarters  per  acre  for  turnips,  to 
which  it  was  vifibly  of  fervice,  and  alfo 
to  •  the  barley.  His  farm-yard  dung  he 
carts  on  to  com  poll  heaps;  mixes  it  with 
ant-hills,  and  fpreads  the  whole  on  his 
meadows.  He  cuts  the  hills  with  a  plough. 
(See  Plate  I.  fig.  1.)  Pigeons  dung  he 
lays  on  both  grafk  and  corn,  2  cart  loads 
per  acre;  it  is  very  flrong,  but  lafts  only 
2  crops ;  it  is  belt  (bread  in  the  fpring  on 
poor  wheat. 

■Mr.  Booth  drains  his  wet  paflurcs  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  farmers. 

In  his  fences  he  is  very  curious ;  there  is 
a  very  bad  practice  in  this  country  of  leav- 
ing old  thorn  flubs  of  a  large  fize,  to  the 
height  of  about  two  or  three  feet,  fo  that 
the  bottoms  of  the  hedges  are  quite  ragged 
—  Thefe  Mr.  Booth  cuts  off  clofe  to  the 
ground,  and  fees  if  the  roots  will  fhoot  out 
again  1 
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again ;  if  they  do,  he  leaves  them,  if  not, 
takes  them  out  and  plants  frefti  quick  in 
the  places ;  and  fecures  fuch  places  by  a 
dead  hedge  on  each  fide. 

Mr.  Booth  is  curious  in  his  breed  of 
cattle,  which  are  the  Lancnjhire  fort :  he 
has  feveral  fine  bulls  for  breeding,  which 
he  values  much.  His  cows  give  2  gallons 
of  milk  each  per  day ;  this,  and  many 
other  inftances  I  have  met  with,  fecms  to 
prove  that  the  curious  breeds  of  ftock  for 
fatting,  are  no  friends  to  the  dairy.  In 
winter  he  feeds  on  hay  alone  ;  keeps  them 
in  the  fields. 

His  ihecp  are  of  a  much  finer  breed  than 
common  among  his  neighbours  ;  the  aver- 
age fleece  about  8 /J. 

In  his  tillage  he  is  very  felicitous  to 
plough  deep  ;  ufes  fo  many  as  8  horfes  in 
a  plough,  for  three  or  four  earths ;  but 
afterwards  only  2.  Confidering  the  light— 
nefs  of  the  foil,  I  am  much  furprized  that 
fuch  a  number  ihould  ever  be  ufed,  god  the 
more  as  Mr.  Booth  has  a  Rotheram  plough, 
which  much  exceeds  the  common  ones  of 
the  country  ;  a  ilrong  plough  of  that  con- 
struction, 
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frruclion,  would  with  4  horfes  ftir  a  great 
depth.  He  does  an  acre  a  day :  The  firft 
earth  12  inches  deep,  but  afterwards  from 
4  to  6. 

The  particulars  of  his  farm  are  as  follow: 


350  Acres 

20  Acres  oats 

£.350  Rent 

25  Turnips 

10  Horfes 

14  Clover 

15  Cows 

1  Man 

500  Sheep 

2  Boys 

20  Acres  barley 

20  Labourers 

This  gentleman  has  for  feveral  years 
cultivated  cabbages  as  food  for  cattle.  He 
has  three  pieces  of  ground,  which  in  their 
turn  are  appropriated  to  them,  for  he  dis- 
approves planting  cabbages  two  years  to- 
gether in  the  fame  ground;  one  year  in 
three  being  the  proper  introduction. 

He  ufually  fows  three  or  four  forts,  viz. 
a  large  round  heavy  cabbage,  which  he 
procured  fome  years  ago  from  Holland, 
very  fweet,  and  fheep  very  fond  of  it  — 
the  Savoy  —  the  Anjou  kale  —  and  the 
boorcole.  The  feed  is  fown  at  two  different 
feafons,  that  they  may  not  come  into  ufe 
together :  the  early  raifed  ones  are  apt  to 
burft,  and  when  the  wet  weather  fets  ia, 
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it  decays  them  ;  but  as  they  grow  much  the 
largeft,  Mr.  Booth  is  tempted  to  plant 
them ;  befides,  they  are  put  into  the  ground 
at  a  much  lefs  charge,  as  they  are  planted 
out  early  in  the  feafon,  before  the  dry  wea- 
ther fets  in,  and  whilft  the  ground  is  moot, 
fo  that  they  feldom  want  watering ;  whereas 
thofe  fown  in  the  fpring,  are  almoft  con- 
ftantly  watered  at  the  planting ;  and  fome- 
times,  if  the  weather  is  very  dry,  a  fecond 
time.  Mr.  Booth  has  obferved,  that  if  the 
land  is  not  in  very  good  tillage  and  made 
fine,  the  roots  of  the  plants  lye  hollow,  by 
which  means  they  frequently  die ;  and  take 
much  more  water  to  make  the  plant  ftrike. 
He  fows  in  Auguji  in  a  garden,  on  a  bed 
of  fine  rich  earth ;  and  when  they  have  got 
eight  leaves,  he  pricks  them  out  in  warm 
beds  under  a  fouth  wall  if  he  can,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  4  inches  fquare,  where  they 
remain  till  March,  when  they  are  fet  into 
the  field  in  exact  fquares  of  two  feet,  taking 
advantage  for  this  work  of  cloudy  weather, 
and  a  profpect  of  rain.  They  will  require 
no  further  attendance,  unlefs  the  land 
fhould  be  foul  and  productive  of  weeds,  in 
which 
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which  cafe  they  muft  be  hoed.  Of  this 
fort  Mr.  Booth  plants  no  more  than  fuffiei- 
ent  for  one  month's  ufe,  on  account  of  their 
burfting. 

The  other  feafon  for  Cowing  is  the  latter 
end  of  February,  or  the  beginning  of 
March ;  he  pricks  them  out  before  plant- 
ing, which  is  in  May  or  June ;  the  diftances 
2  feet  from  row  to  row,  and  i  i  from  plant 
to  plant.  Mr.  Booth  has  obferved,  that 
when  more  room  is  given  they  throw  out 
luxuriant  leaves,  but  don't  turn  in  fo  well 
for  cabbaging. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  ground,  he 
gives  it  a  year's  fallow,  and  always  ploughs 
it  12  inches  deep  in  October,  with  8  horfes, 
laying  it  up  in  very  high  ridges  for  the  win- 
ter, the  furrows  deep,  and  kept  clean  thro' 
the  winter.  As  foon  as  he  can  in  the  fpring, 
he  ploughs  again  with  6  or  8  horfes,  and 
harrows  it.  Immediately  before  the  laft 
earth,  he  manures  with  40  loads  an  acre  of 
rotten  dung,  and  turns  it  in,  having  two 
men  to  attend  the  plough,  to  put  as  much 
dung  at  a  time  into  the  furrow  as  the  width 
will  allow ;  by  which  means  it  is  all  covered, 
and 
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and  the  harrow  bring3  none  lip. "-He 
endeavours  to  bring  up  frefh  earth  every 
ploughing,  more  particularly  in  that  of 
OBober.  He  finds  that  a  ftrong  foil  is  the 
beft  for  them ;  but  it  fhould  be  hollow 
drained,  as  water  at  root  is  death  to  a  cab- 
bage. 

He  feeds  fheep  on  them,  and  thofe  only 
rams,  which  eat 'them  on  the  ground  they 
grow  on ;  but  trample  down  moll  of  the 
loofe  leaves.  They  will  eat  the  cabbaged 
part  very  clean,  and  fcoop  the  flalks  down 
to  the  ground ;  which  Mr.  Booth  thinks 
the  moil  heartening  part  of  the  plant. 
The  fheep,  while  at  cabbages,  have  always 
a  rack  of  hay,  or  barley  or  oat  ftraw  to  go 
to,  which  is  always  neceflary  for  thofe  at 
turnips.  The  cabbages  generally  decay  in 
"January^  or  elfe  the  outfide  leaves  get  rot- 
ten, when  the  fheep  don't  care  to  eat  them, 
unlefs  the  rotten  part  is  rubbed  off,  which 
is  attended  with  expence. 

Mr.  Booth  fows  the  Savoys^  boorcule, 
and  jtoijotiy  in  March,  and  plants  tliern  into 
the  field  one  foot  fquare.  Some  of  the 
Dutch  cabbages  come  to  40  lb.  weight. 

3  Such 
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Such  has  been  this  gentleman's  culture 
of  cabbages  for  thefe  twenty  years  :  It  va- 
ries in  many  particulars  from  received  no- 
tions; but  comparative  experiments  can 
alone  decide  the  merit  of  different  methods. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve  in  general, 
that  Mr.  Boot&'a  lands  are  in  excellent 
order;  his  crops  of  barley  and  oats  as  fine 
as  ever  I  faw ;  his  fences  neat  and  in  good 
repair;  in  a  word,  numerous  marks  of  a 
correct  and  fpirited  hufbandry. 

Returning  to  Hafelbeech%  I  took  the  road 

through  Harborough  to  ^uenby  Hall,  *  the 

feat 


*  It  is  an  old  houfe,  built  in  the  reign  of  EU- 
zabetb,  but  what  is  very  extraordinary,  in  an  ad- 
mirable fituation,  being  on  a  very  high  eminence, 
finely  wooded,  that  commands  all  the  country  : 
it  was  formerly  the  tafte  to  place  their  feats  in  the 
loweft,  and  moft:  unpleafant  fituations  of  a  whole 
eftate.  Mr.  AJhbjy  when  he  came  to  the  eftate, 
found  the  houfe  a  mere  lhell,  much  out  of  repair, 
and  the  offices  in  ruin.  He  has  in  a  few  years 
brought  the  whole  into  complete  order ;  fitted 
up  all  the  rooms  in  a  ftile  of  great  propriety  j 
his  furniture  rich,  and  fome  of  it  magnificent— 
and  his  collection  of  prints  an  excellent  one.  His 
library  fuperbiy  filled  with  the  beft  and  moft 
cxpenfive  books  in  feveral  languages;  the  bind- 
ings remarkably  elegant.  Around  the  houfe  is  a 
new 
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feat  of  Shukbrugh  Afoby  efq.  through  whole 
attention  in  fending  for  a  moft;  intelligent 
grazier  and  farmer,  one  of  his  tenants,  I 
am  enabled  to  give  the  following  account 
of  the  huihandry  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  principal  part  of  the  country  is 
grazing  farms,  which  rife  from  100/.  to  900/. 
a  year ;  the  open  field  arable  farms,  from 
50/.  to  80/.  a  year.     The  foil  is  all  a  ftrohg 


new  rerrafs,  which  commands  a  great  variety  of 
profpect.  On  one  fide,  very  extenfive,  over  a 
diftant  hilly  country,  and  even  to  the  mountains 
of  the  Peak.  On  the  other  fide,  a  beautiful 
landfcapc  of  hanging  hills,  with  fcattered  wood, 
flielving  into  a  winding  valley,  fo  low,  that  you 
look  down  upon  it  in  a  very  pi&urefque  manner ; 

the  fides  of  the  hills  all  cut  into  rich  inclo- 

fures.  Befides  various  offices,  and  a  very  com- 
plete kitchen  ground,  this  gentleman  has  alfo 
creeled  three  new  farm-houies,  and  a  parfonage, 
in  a  neat  and  fubftantial  manner,  or*  brick  and 
tile-,  and  lbme  cottages  in  the  fame  manner } 
and  placed  them  at  the  entrance  of  his  village,— 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  have  a  moft  agreeable 
eflec"l :  Thelt  works  are  very  noble ;  they  orna- 
ment a  country,  encourage  induftry, — promote 
that  ufeful  circulation  which  fhould  ever  attend 
the  refidence  of  a  man  of  fortune,  and  are  fure 
to  acquire  that  fame,  which  is  due  to  id  juil  a 
fpecies  of  patriotum. 
Vol.  I.  G  rich 
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rich  clay;  letting  (incloied)  from  ioj.  to 
30 j.  an  acre;  on  an  average  about  i8j. 
The  open  fields  to  ioj.  The  courfe  of  crops 
in  the  open  field,  is, 

1. Fallow — 2.  Barley  or  Wheat — 3.  Beans. 

In  the  inclofures : 
1.  Turnips,  drawn        2.  Barley 

and  fed  on  grafs.        3.  Wheat  or  oats. 
This  is  a  wretched  courfe. 
Sometimes, 

1 .  Turnips  3.  Clover  2  years 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 
They  plough  for  wheat  four  times  in  the 

open  field,  but  only  once  or  twice  in  the 
inclofures:  fow  2  buQiels  an  acre;  and 
gain  about  3  quarters  on  an  average.  For 
barley  they  ilir  four  times  in  the  open  land, 
but  only  once  or  twice  tn  the  inclofures ; 
fow  4  buftiels  in  Aprils  and  gain  in  the 
open  field  4  quarters,  and  4  f  »n  the  inclo- 
fures. For  oats  they  give  but  one  plough- 
ing, fow  7bu(hcls,  and  gain  8  quarters  in 
return.  They  plough  but  once  alfo  for 
beans;  fow  5  bufhels  an  acre;  never  hoe; 
the  average  crop  3  quarters. 

For  turnips  they  give  three  or  four  earths, 
hoe  them  once  or  twice,  and  feed  many  on 
the  land  with  fheep.     The  mean  value  45  s. 
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an  acre.  Clover  they  mow  for  hay;  but 
much  white  Dutch  is  fown,  which  is  always 
fed  with  fheep  from  5  to  ten  years :  an 
acre  will  fat  from  4  to  7  large  fheep  j  and 
nothing  feeds  them  better. 

As  to  manuring ;  here  is  very  little  fheep' 
folding.  They  break  up  grafs  by  paring 
and  burning,  which  is  done  for  24.^  an 
acre :  and  the  afb.es  are  fuch  rich  fertilizers* 
that  turnips  they  few  on  it  are  always 
great;  alio  the  barley  which  fucceeds  ;  and 
then  oats  the  fame.  They  life  lime  as  a 
manure;  lay  10  or  12  quarters  an  acre* 
which  coft  50J.  by  the  time  it  is  on  the 
land  ;  it  lafts  8  or  9  years :  It  opens  and 
mellows  thefe  rich  clays  greatly.— — Their 
farm-yards  they  litter  with  rubbifh  of  all 
forts,  rulhes,  weeds,  and  ftubble,  which  they 
chop :  But  they  flack  their  hay  about  the ir 
fields.  Tbcy  find  that  draining  and  pi- 
geon's dung  will,  together,  completely  kill 
all  rufhes. 

They  drain  the  wet  places  in  their  inclo-^ 
fures  in  the  hollow  method,  tilling  with 
black  thorns. 

The  plaining  of  hedges  is  always  prac-^ 
tifedi 

O  2  Good 
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Good  grafs  land  they  value  at  25/.  an 
acre,  apply  it  to  the  fatting  of  cows  and 
flieep ;  an  acre  will  fat  a  cow,  but  not  more ; 
or  four  (heep.  The  breed  of  cattle,  all  the 
long  horned :  Their  cows  give  on  an  aver- 
age 3  gallons  of  milk  a  day :  The  total 
produ£t  5/.  The  winter  food  hay;  in 
quantity  about  2  ton  each,  which  they  have 
in  the  fields :  A  vile  cuftom,  that  fhould 
every  where  be  exploded. 

The  fyftem  of  grazing  here,  is  to  buy 
cows  in  Lancajhire  in  April,  at  3,  4,  or  5 
years  old,  to  fodder  them  with  hay  till 
about  the  12  th  of  May,  and  then  to  turn  to 
grafs.  But  as  they  cannot  in  this  way 
know  which  are  with  calf,  they  run  that 
chance;  in  which  cafe,  as  foon  as  they 
fpnng  much,  they  fell  them.  100  good 
acres  will  fatten  50  cows  and  120  flieep; 
and  they  prattife  the  method  noticed  already 
in  NortbamptonJJiire^  of  proportioning  the 
Hock  to  each  large  clofe,  and  leaving  them 
in  it  till  fat  in  November.  The  flieep  are 
all  wethers,  bought  in  lean  from  19/.  to 
24X.  and  fold  from  2 6  j.  to  32J. ;  the  wool 
worth  4*.  a  head.  They  give  for  the  cows, 
from  5/.  to  7/.  ioj.  and  fell  them  fat,  « 
from 
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/. ;    reckon 


35* 


head 


from  7/.  to   111 
middling  profit. 

The  mean  value  of  a  cow's  hide,  about 
20  j-. 

They  fatten  their  fwine  from  12  to  24 
fcore. 

Flocks  of  fheep  rife  in  the  open  fields 
from  40  to  120;  in  the  inclofures  they  are 
in  vaft  numbers.  In  the  former  they  reckon 
the  profit  at  8j.  qd.  that  is,  lamb  6s.  6d. 
and  wool  2  J.  3  d.  In  the  open  fields  the 
Iambs  are  in  winter  kept  on  hay ;  but  the 
ewes  in  the  field  alone.  In  the  inclofures, 
the  fleeces  rife  from  7  to  141b. 

In  their  tillage,  they  reckon  7  horfes 
neceflary  to  1 00  acres  of  arable  land  :  ufe 
four  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day; 
the  depth  about  three  inches ;  and  the 
price  per  acre  8/.  They  calculate  the  an- 
nual expences  of  keeping  a  horfe  at  12/. 
They  do  not  break  up  their  ftubbles  till 
after  Cbnjfmas.     Ufe  only  fwing  pi    ighg. 

The  hire  of  a  cart  and  horfes  anc:  1  river, 
fs.  ttd.  a  day. 

In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms,  they 

reckon  1000/.  neceflary  for  a  farm  of  200  /, 

a  year ;  and  in  general,  that  five  rents  will 

G  3  flock 
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ftock  grazing  farms.     An  open  field  one, 
five  rents. 

.Land  fells  at  from  30  to  35  years  pur- 
chafe.     Tythes  are  taken  in  kind,  but  graz- 
'  ing  is  tythe  free. 

Poor  rates  is,  to  4/.  in  the  pound;  20 
years  ago  they  were  $d.  Fifteen  years  ago 
the  rates  of  this  parifh  were  9/.  a  year; 
now  they  are  140/.  to  150/.  and  this  vaft 
rife  they  attribute  much  to  the  excefs  of  tea 
drinking ;  the  loweft  of  the  poor  drink  it 
twice  a  day,  while  their  children  have  not; 
bread  to  eat.  It  is  not  owing  to  an  increafe 
of  numbers,  for  they  had  as  many  poor 
15  years  ago  as  now,  and  their  pay,  which 
is  now  10 1{.  was  then  only  8d.  The  em- 
ployment is  fplnning  jerfeys  for  blockings. 

Few  leafes  granted. 

The  farmers  carry  their  corn  8  miles. 

LABOUR. 

From  Midfummer  to  Michaelmas^  6  s.  a  week 

and  board. 
In  winter  lod.  a  day,  befides  carriage ;  and 

board  at  times  :  all  together  1  s. 
Reaping  wheat,  5  s.  3  d. 
Mowing  barley,  &c .   is,  6  </. 

Mowing 
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Mowing  grafs,  2J. 

Hoeing  turnips,  $s.6d. 

Hedging  and  ditching,  2  /.  an  acre.  They 
lay  fome  earth  to  the  quick,  but  moft  of 
it  on  to  the  brow  banked  up ;  which  they 
do  to  keep  the  fheep  out  of  the  ditches. 
The  latter  4  feet  wide,  2  or  3  deep,  and 
1  wide  at  bottom. 

Thrafliing  wheat,  2  s.  or  2  s,  3  d.  a  quarter. 

—         -    '  barley,  is.  &d. 

"  peafe  and  beans,  I  s. 
Making  faggots,  21.  td.fer  100. 
The  amount;  of  a  year's  earnings,  20/. 
Head-man's  wages,  10/. 
Next  ditto,  7/. 
Lad's,  5/. 
Maid's,  4/. 
Women  a  day,  in  harvefl,  yd.  and  beer. 
In  hay-time,  ditta 

Value  of  a  man's  board,  washing  and 
lodging,  4 j.  bd.  a  week. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
A  waggon,  23/. 
A  cart,  10/.  to  12/. 
A  plough,   14X 
A  pair  of  harrows,  21  j, 

G  4  A  rolLi 
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A  roller,  30J. 

Harnefs,  per  horfe,  40*.  to  50/. 
Laying  a  {hare  and  coulter,  is.  6d* 
Shoeing,  is.  $d. 

PROVISIONS. 
Bread,        per  lb.        1  d. 
Cheefe,        -      -       3^04*/. 
Butter,  6 

Beef,  -  -  3^104^ 
Mutton,  -  -  3  x  to  3  i 
Veal,  -       34: 

Pork,  ~       3i 

Bacon,  5 

Milk,       -       *        o "  d.  a  pint* 
Candles,  6 

Soap,  6 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  1  /. 
■    ■  firing,  1  /.  1  o  sm 

tools,  ys.  6*/. 

BUILDING, 

Bricks,  ijs.per  1000. 

Oak,  ix.  6*/.  to  2  j. 

Afli,  1  j.  to  1  s.  2  */. 

Elm,  is.  to  1  j.  i</. 

Soft  woods,  8</.  to  lod. 

A  carpenter  a  day,  is.  and  board,  . 

A  mafon,  1  s.  6  d.  and  ditto. 

A  thatcher, 


,    *' 
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A  thatcher,  1  s.  and  ditto. 
Walls,  mud,  6  d.  to  7  d.  a  yard  for  work- 
manfhip. 

The  general  ceconomy  of  the  country 
will  be  feen  from  the  following  particulars 
of  farms. 


150  Acres  in  all 
35  Arable 
115  Grafs 
JT.  1 02  Rent 
6  Horfes 
10  Cows 
9  Fatting  beafts 
160  Sheep. 

Another: 
600  Acres  in  all 

6  Arable 
594  Grafs 
£.  400  Rent 

8  Horfes,  4  of 
them  brood 
mares 


5  Acres  of  wheat 
1  o  Ditto  barley 
4  Peafe    and 

beans 
2  Men 
1  Boy 
1  Maid 
1  Labourer. 


6  Cows 
100  Fatting  beafts 
600  Sheep 

3  Men 

1  Boy 

1  Maid 

3  Labourers* 


Another : 
550  Acres  in  all     £.  330  Rent 

6  Arable  4  Horfes 

£44  Grafs  4  Cows 

j  10  Fatting 
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1 1  o  Fatting  beafts  2  Boys 

...  600  Sheep  2  Maids 

2  Men  2  Labourers. 

In  the  whole  parUh  of  Hungerton  are, 
4000  Acres  650  Fatting  beatts 

16  Farms  3000  Sheep 

200  Acres  wood  £.2600  Rent 
50  Labourers  £.  140  Rates. 
60  Cows 
The  farmers  of  this  neighbourhood  reckon 
that  the  Lancajh'tre  cows  are  much  the  bed 
for  the  dairy,  as  well  as  for  fatting  :  they 
arc  bought  in,  from  7/.  to  10/.  each.  Mr. 
Knoivles  of  Ntlfon,  not  far  from  hence,  has 
dairy  cows  which  he  values  at  20/.  apiece, 
and  fome  which  he  would  not  take  30/.  for. 
He  has  a  bull  which  he  bought  of  Mr.  Waljb 
of  Lancajhire^  for  above  60  guineas.  He 
fells  bull  calves  as  foon  as  born  for  10 1. 
each,  and  rams,  from  10/.  to  50/.  each, 
but  generally  lets  them  at  from  5/.  to  20/. 
the  feafon. 

The  common  breed   of  fheep  in  this 

country,  much  exceeds  that  of  Lmcolnjhirc  \ 

infomuch   that  they  fell  their  2  years  old, 

for  more  than  the  Lmcolnfiire  do  at  3.   Mr. 

%  But/in, 
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But titiy   one  of  Mr.  Afl.tys  tenants,    has 
fold  fat  wethers,  2  \  years  old,  at  3/.  each. 
Let  me  remark  in  general,  that  the  rich 
graziers  of  this  country  manage  their  pas- 
tures in  a  moft  flovenly  manner  :    Many  of 
them  arc  all  over-run  with  ant-hills, — with 
thirties,  nettles,   &c.  all  are  in  rklge  and 
furrow,     and    fome    wet    without    being 
drained:  a  confiderable  man  among  them, 
who  is  reckoned  to  be  worth  a  few  thoufand 
pounds,  told  me  with  much  gravity,  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  extirpate  thirties  :  Says 
he,  "  It  would  coft  all  I  am  worth  to  clear 
"  my  farm  of  them. "     I  believe    1  s,  an 
acre  annually  increafmg  rent  till  all  were 
gone,  would  be  an  argument  of  wonderful 
efficacy  in  anfvvermg  luch  ideas.     Let  me 
here  obferve  en  pajpwt  that  if  a  landlord 
had  a  mind  to  have  his  eftate  brought  into 
perfect:  order,  he  need  not  fay  in  an  arbi- 
trary manner,  You  fl>aJJ  pay  me  Jo  much  more 
renty  or  quit:  but  make  it  conditional,  You 
jhall  pay  me  2  s.  an  acre  more  than   at  pre 
ftnt*  til!  I  ride  over  your  farm,  and  find  not 

an  ant-hill  left.    Alio  ; You  pall  Hkewife 

pay  1  s.  an  acre  morey  tilt  I  find  all  the  tbtfiUs 
gone. 
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gone.  To  another  he  lays,  /  raifeyour  rent 
2J.  bd.  anacre,  till  all  your  fences  are  brought 
into  as  good  order  as  that  between  A  and  B. 
He  may  recommend  improvements  forty 
years  before  'John  ftirs  one  jot ;  but  John 
can  take  a  hint  of  this  fort,  as  quick  as  his 
neighbours. 

From  Quenby^  I  pafled  to  Ttlton  on  the 
Hill,  where  Mr.  Ayer,  a  confiderable  gra- 
zier, gave  me  fome  particulars  of  the  huf- 
bandry  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  follow. 

Farms  rife  from  40  /.  to  500/.  a  year : 
but  the  whole  country  on  a  medium  not 
more  than  100/.  a  year.  The  foil  is 
various,  chiefly  rich  clay ;  fome  red  loams 
and  loamy  gravels.  The  inclofures  let  at 
14.J.  an  acre,  old  ones  at  16/.  The  huf-> 
bandry  of  the  open  fields  {of  which  there 
are  but  few)  is  much  the  fame  as  that 
already  defcribed  at  $uenly  Hall.  When 
they  break  up  pafture  land,  it  is  in  die  par-i 
ing  and  burning  way,  which  cofts  about 
24s.  an  acre ;  they  fow  turnips  on  it,  of 
which  they  get  great  crops ;  and  then  oats 
and  barley,  all  which  are  exceedingly  good,. 
The  application  of  their  grafs  is  princi- 
pally to  grazing ;  their  clofes  rife  from  30 
t*\ 
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to  60  acres.  They  turn  the  flock  in,  in 
April  or  May-,  and  feldom  change  it  to  any 
other.  The  rate  of  flocking  is  in  many 
fields,  1  beaft  and  a  fheep  to  2  acres  ;  in 
others,  1  beaft  and  2  fheep ;  alfo  1  beaft 
and  1  fheep  to  1  i  acre.  There  is  one  dole 
of  35  acres  that  keeps  26  beafts,  1  horfe, 
and  17  flieep. 

They  fat  in  general  cows,  ■which  they  buy 
in  February  or  March,  and  fodder  them 
till  the  grafs  is  ready,  which  is  not  till  the 
middle  of  May.  The  difference  fat  and 
lean  is,  in  an  ox,  about  50  s.;  and  in  a 
cow  30/.  The  fheep  are  wethers,  a  year 
and  a  half  old,  worth  lean  about  1/. ;  fat, 
\l.  10s.  The  wool,  S#.  They  do  not 
fell  to  Smitbfield  directly  out  of  the  grafs, 
but  fend  them  {as  do  alfo  the  Quenby  gra- 
ziers) to  turnips  in  Hcrtfordjh'ire,  generally 
about  St.  Alban>%  or  Hatfield,  which  they 
buy  for  that  purpofe. — They  keep  1  flieep 
per  acre  in  winter. 

The  only  breed  of  cattle  approved  here, 

is  the  long-horned,  which  they  find  from 

long  experience  will  fat  better,  are  hardier, 

and  more  profitable :  the  difference  in  the 

3  hide 
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hide  alane  of  a  long  or  fhort  horned  beaft,  is 
15J.  and  in  winter,  they  can  keep  40  of 
the  former  to  30  of  the  latter. 

The  average  quantity  of  milk  given  by 
their  cows,  3  gallons  a  day ;  but  there 
are  but  few  dairies.  The  total  product  5  /. 
a  head  :  the  winter  food  hay  alone.  Their 
fwine  fat  on  an  average  to  16  fcore. 

The  flocks  of  flieep  are  various ;  fome 
perfons  have  above  1000.  The  average 
fleece  8/3. 

Mr.  Ayer-,  as  well  as  his  father  and 
grandfather,  all  very  attentive  graziers, 
have  ever  obferved,  that  the  rot  of  fheep 
has  been  owing  merely  to  floods,  and  feed- 
ing on  fallows,  but  not  at  all  owing  to 
land  ufually  wet  from  fprings  or  otherwife. 

In  the  flocking  of  farms,  they  reckon 
that  1000/.  is  neceflary  to  hire  a  farm  of 
300  /.  a  year  j  but  in  dear  times  it  will  take 
I200/. 

The  price  of  labour  has  rifen  within  20 
years  a  third,  and  poor  rates  doubled  :  they 
are  1  /.  in  the  pound  in  villages ;  up  to  4/, 
or  $s.  in  flocking  towns ;  as  they  are  at 
Mtlton  and  Hinkley.+— All  the  poor  drink  tea. 
Ifhall 
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I  fliall  here  obferve  upon  the  Letcejltrfhirc 
grazing  in  general,  that  lefs  is  made  of 
(heir  rich  palturcs  than  might  be  on  various 
accounts.  Firft,  from  the  manner  in  which 
ihey  lay  ;  which  is  the  high  ridge  and  fur- 
row way ;  the  latter  are  generally  wafte 
ground  unlefs  drained,  which  is  not  very 
commonly  done.  Mr.  Ayer  however  is 
very  attentive  to  this  part  of  hufbandry,  for 
he  drains  well,  and  efpecially  fome  boggy 
pieces  which  ufed  to  be  of  little  value,  but 
are  now  quite  reclaimed,  and  more  ufeful 
in  a  dry  fcafon  than  any  of  his  lands. 
Secondly,  the  innumerable  ant-hilla  that 
occupy  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  fur- 
face.  Thirdly,  the  fuffering  weeds  to  grow, 
in  fuch  abundance,  thirties,  nettles,  &c, 
Mr.  Ayery  in  thefc  particulars  alfo,  is  much 
more  attentive  than  common  among  them, 
and  has  found  from  experience  that  cutting 
the  thiftle  into  the  ground,  with  what  is  cal- 
led ajpudy  efFc&ually  kills  them,  as  appears 
very  clearly  in  fevcral  of  his  fields. 

Thefc  circumftances  lower  the  value  or. 
grazing  lands  much :  If  all  wafte  fpots, 
and  all  the  growth  of  fuch  rubbifh  could  be 
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feen  together  in  one  part  of  each  field,  t 
fliou4d  apprehend  the  farmers  would  be 
frightened  at  the  idea  of  paying  rent  for 
fuch  crops. 

But  there  is  another  circumftance  of  much 
importance,  and  which  operates  ftrongly 
throughout  all  this  country.  It  is  the  want 
of  fome  arable  land  to  each  farm,  and  of 
knowing  what  to  do  with  it  if  they  had  it* 
The  landlords  in  general  will  not  allow  an 
inch  to  be  ploughed ;  but  fuch  a  reftric- 
tion  is  abfurd,  and  works  againft  their  own 
profit  as  well  as  the  tenants.  We  have 
found,  that  thefe  graziers  are  all  forced  to 
fell  their  beafts  at  Michaelmas,  the  cheaper! 
time  of  the  year,  whether  they  are  fat  or 
not,  for  want  of  winter  keeping :  and  are 
forced  to  buy  turnips  for  their  {heep  near 
an  hundred  miles  off.  They  buy  in  their 
cattle  in  February  and  March,  and  are 
obliged  to  fodder  them  at  a  great  expence? 
with  hay  till  the  grafs  is  ready.  Thefe  c 
cumftances  fpeak  for  themfclves  too  ftrongly 
for  the  cafe  to  be  doubted  of  a  moment* 
They  certainly  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
plough  a  final]  proportion  of  their  farms. 
"  Bat 


- 
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"  But  then,    fay  the  landlords,  begins 

our  danger we  mall  have  our  grafs  con*- 

verted  to  arable,  and  the  heart  ploughed 
out — whereas  they  cannot  damage  grafs." 
There  can  be  no  object  in  letting  a  farm 
but  permanent  profit :  this  is  their  motive 
for  keeping  all  in  grafs;  but  the  tenants 
would  undoubtedly  give  more  rent,  were 
they  allowed  to  plough  a  part,  than  ever 
they  would  for  all  in  grafs.  Refpecting 
the  husbandry  into  which  they  threw  the 
land,  I  entirely  agree  with  the  landlords, 
that  the  eftate  would  fufFcr  if  they  were 
left  to  themfelves.  They  would  foon  fee 
crops  of  turnips  on  clays,  which  is  a&u- 
ally  the  cafe  about  %i$enby ;  but  there  can- 
not be  more  pernicious  management. 
.  As  arable  fields  in  this  country  mould  be 
abfolutely  fubfervient  to  the  grazing  bufi- 
nefs — I  mould  advife  the  landlords  to  allow 
of  no  more  land  being  broken  up  than  was 
neceflary  to  turn  that  to  the  mod  profit; 
which  would  be  of  courfe  in  the  raifmg 
winter  food  for  their  cattle;  but  as  the  cul- 
ture of  turnips  is  quite  unadvifable  on  this 
foil,  the  tenants  muft  be  confined  to  cab- 
Vol.  L  H  bages. 
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bages.  The  want  of  winter  food  ia  fb 
great  here,  that  I  am  fully  of  opinion  they 
would  cultivate  this  plant  were  they  allowed. 
However,  if  they  refuted  it,  they  fiiould  by 
all  means  be  left  in  their  prefent  fituation 
■  ■  -or  rather  with  as  great  a  rife  of  rent 
as  any  would  give  for  leave  to  plough  for 
turnips  or  ftraw  alone.  For  fuch  blind 
obftinacy  cannot  be  too  feverely  puniihed. 

The  reafons  why  I  recommend  cabbages 
fo  greatly  in  preference  to  turnips,  arc,  firft^ 
their  growing  above  ground,  and  making 
bo  holes  for  the  retention  of  water ;  fecondlyy 
their  coming  to  at  leaft  four  times  the 
weight ;  confequently  they  are  conveyed  off 
the  land  with  much  lefs  poaching.  Thirdly^ 
They  are  planted  in  rows  on  narrow  ridges, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  land  lies  perfectly 
dry  and  found  all  the  winter  :  turnips  dril- 
led on  the  tops  of  fuch  ridges,  and  the  large 
round  fort  choten  that  roots  only  by  a  tap 
root,  would  do  very  well  in  this  rdpect, 
but  no  fuch  operation  as  drilling  muft  be 
ex  petted  or  thought  of  from  a  tenant. 
Fourtblyt  Cabbages  are  to  be  recommended 
for  being  of  ufe  for  the  fpring  foddering 
long 
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long  after  turnips  are  rotten  and  gone,  to 
the  great  laving  of  hay,  and  confequently 
to  the  inereafe  of  grazing.  Liijlly,  They 
yield  a  vaftly  greater  produce  per  acre  thari 
turnips  j  confequently  the  lefs  arable  land 
will  be  neceffary  for  the  winter  keeping  the 
flock. 

No  crops  ihould  be  allowed  more  than! 
the  divifion  of  the  new  arable  into  three, 
parts  j  one  under  cabbages  for  fpring  ufe  of 
the  beafls  ;  another  Under  the  fame  for  the 
flieep  In  autumn  ;  and  a  third  in  barley  or 
oats,  for  railing  fome  ftraw.  The  method 
fhould  be  this :  1  ft,  Cabbages  to  be  eat  late 
in  fpring;  2d,  Cabbages  to  be  eat  in  au- 
tumn; 3d,  Spring  corn.  Thofe  lor  fpring 
ufe  cannot  be  gotten  off  the  land  time 
enough  for  fpring  com ;  therefore  a  fecond 
crop  is  planted  to  be  eat  in  autumn,  a  fcafon 
that  allows  time  fufficient  for  preparing  for 
oats  or  barley,  I  am  well  perfuaded  that 
this  would  prove  the  moft  rational  fyftem 
of  the  arable,  and  maintain  the  ftock  lb  well 
that  the  profit  of  grazing  would  be  doubled. 

Bat  here  let  me  farther  remark,  that  had* 
I  an  eftate  in  the  condition  which  moft  of 
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the  grafs  in  this  country  lies,  I  would  plough 

every  inch  of  it not  for  converting  to 

arable  farms,  but  to  lay  it  level,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  quantities  of  rubbtfh  that  over-run 
it.  Exactly  the  above  fyftem  of  cabbages 
and  fpring  corn  fhould  be  executed,  with 
this  variation;  every  year  a  third,  that  is 
for  the  firft  crop  of  cabbages,  fhould  be 
frefh  broken  up ;  and  another  third  every 
"year  laid  down  again  to  grafs  :  that  is,  with 
the  fpring  corn.  Suppofe  upon  a  very  large 
farm  30  acres  always  arable ;  10  broken  up 
for  cabbages  every  year,  and  10  laid  down 
•with  grafs  feeds.  The  latter  on  every  ac- 
count to  be  found  by  the  landlord,  and  not 
to  be  fown  on  lefs  than  4  clean  ploughing: 
and  6  harrowings.  Let  them  confift 
white  clover,  trefoile,  and  rib  grafs,  unlel 
clean  hay  feeds  are  gained. 

The  confequence  of  this  conduct  would 
be  1  o  acres  of  the  farm  every  year  convertei 
to  that  neat  and  truly  hufband-like  ftate  in 
which  the  grafs  lands  are  feen  in  the  beft 
cultivated  countries  :  perfectly   level — free 

.■ut-hills — no  thiftles— or  other  weet 
Such  a  fight,  the   contrail  of  the  prefen 
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mult  furely  pleafe  any  landlord.  The  new 
grafs  laid  down  after  two  crops  of  cabbages 
could  not  fail  of  being  perfectly  clean  and 
fine. 

On  account  of  the  foul  ftate  (as  well  as 
for  other  reafons)  of  the  old  furface,  which 
is  full  of  the  feeds  and  roots  of  weeds,  it 
fliould  be  broken  up  by  paring  and  burning : 
which  would  deflroy  them  all. 

The  general  prejudice  againft  breaking 
tip  rich  grafs  land  is  the  feeing  fo  often  the 
arable  land  fo  gained  kept  in  tillage  till  it  is 
quite  out  of  heart,  and  then  perhaps  laid 
down  again,  as  it  is  called,  with  clover  and 
ray-grafs :  the  confequence  of  which  is  a. 
crop  of  trumpery  of  all  forts.  Tenants 
ought  never  to  be  allowed  to  break  up 
grafs,  but  under  minute  rcftriclions :  the 
propriety  of  the  meafure  is  then  indubitable 
in  numerous  inftances.  In  the  method  I 
have  juft  ftated,  the  new  lays  would  main- 
tain more  and  larger  flock  than  the;  old 
grafs :  the  fweet  and  fattening  nature  of  the 
white  clover  is  well  known  in  this  country ; 
there  is  no  grazier  here  that  would  not  truft 
to  it  for  fattening  a  beaft  fooner  than  an  old 
.      H  3  lay. 
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}ay.     For  the  richnefs  of  this  foil  brings  it 
forward  in  fuch  a  luxuriance  of  growth, 
that  it  yields  a  noble  bite  for  the  largeft  of 
cattle. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  but  recom- 
mend to  the  landlords  of  this  country  to 
allow  their  tenants  of  grafs  farms,  the  liberty 
pf  ploughing  a  fmall  proportion  of  their 
pastures  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  fupply 
of  winter  food  for  their  (lock :  the  profit  of 
fheir  bufinefs  will  thereby  be  much  greater ; 
and  the  tillage  under  proper  management 
will  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  whole 
country  into  a  much  fupenor  grazing  one 
to  what  it  is  at  prefent,  not  only  in  utility, 
hut  alfo  beauty. 

From  Tilton  the  country  continues  in 
general  a  rich  grazing  one  to  Leicejler>  and 
alfo  from  thence  to  Loughborough  ;  lets  on 
an  average  at  i6j.  an  acre. 

About  Di/hiey,  farms  rife  from  20/.  to 
4.00/.  and  500/.  a  year,  but  in  general 
about  80/.  to  120/.  The  foil  is  various; 
fome  rich  clays ;  fome  fandy  loams ;  and 
others  quite  fand.  Lets  from  14  s.  to  i8.r. 
an  acre.    The  courfe  of  crops  is, 

1,  Turnip* 
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1.  Turnips  3.  Clover  2  years 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 
Which  is  an  excellent  good  one. 

For  wheat  they  plough  once,  fow  two 
bufhels,  and  get  3  '-  quarters  per  acre.  For 
barley  they  ftir  once  or  twice,  fow  4  hufhels 
the  beginning  of  March ■,  and  gain  4  J  quar- 
ters in  return.  They  give  but  one  ftirring 
for  oats,  fow  5  bulhels,  and  get  6  quarters. 
They  fow  a  few  bems,  plough   for  them 

but  once never  hoe  ——-the  mean  crop 

3  quarters. 

For  turnips  they  plough  thrice ;  hand- 
hoe  them  once  ;  and  feed  them  all  off  with 
flieep.  The  average  value  3  L,  an  acre. 
Their  clover  they  always  mow. 

In  manuring  they  do  not  depend  on  the 
fheep-fold,  as  that  is  quite  confined  to  the 
open  fields.  They  pare  and  burn  for  tur- 
nips on  cold  land,  at  the  expence  of  1  /.  1  /. 
per  acre.  Lime  they  ufe  in  common,  lay 
10  quarters  per  acre,  1  /.  41/.  per  quarter  at 
the  pit :  they  generally  fpread  it  for  tur- 
nips ;  fometimes  for  wheat.  It  does  good 
to  the  turnips,  but  more  to  the  barley, clover, 
and  wheat.  The  ftubbles  they  chiefly 
H  4  plough 
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plough  in  ;  and  they  ftack  their  hay  about 
the  fields. 

Marie  it  is  apprehended  has  been  ufed 
in  former  times  very  much,  for  there  arc 
many  immenfe  pits  in  every  parilh :  the 
remaining  earth  about  them  they  now  call 
marie,  though  it  appears  more  of  a  red 
fandy  loam ;  has  not  the  lcaft  effervefcence 
with  vinegar ;  nor  does  it  crack  at  all  or 
fparkle  in  the  fire.  Some  fmall  quantities 
of  it  have  been  ufed  by  way  of  experiment, 
and  benefit  accrued  from  it,  but  not  enough 
to  induce  any  farmer  to  ufe  it  in  large.  I 
cannot  conceive  the  prefent  earth  on  the 
fides  of  the  pits,  to  be  the  fame  as  was  dug 
out  of  them,  if  they  were  made  for  manur- 
ing ;  pofiibly  real  marie  was  found  in  thefe 
pits,  and  the  veins  exhaufted ;  or  elfe  the 
farmers  carried  it  on  to  their  land  by  way 
of  frefti  earth,  without  regarding  the  qua- 
lity ;  Its  being  fo  very  fandy,  is  a  mod 
unfavourable  fymptom.  The  oldeft  man 
living  throughout  the  neighbourhood,  never 
heard  of  the  Ieaft  tradition  of  the  time, 
when  thefe  vaft  pits  were  made :  though 
they  have  ever  been  called  mark  pits,  and 
a  general  idea  current,  that  marie  was  dug 
out 
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out  of  them  for  manuring,  They  muft  be 
extremely  antient ;  for  there  remains  not 
the  leaft  trace  of  fuch  hufbandry  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  They  could  not  be 
dug  for  either  chalk,  gravel,  clay,  or  lime- 
ftone  ;  as  there  are  none  in  the  pits.  We 
muft  rank  them  among  the  pits  of  old  time 
which  Fitzherbert  in  Henry  the  feventh's 
reign,  fpeaks  of  in  his  Boh  of  Hufbandry. 
In  what  degree  agriculture  flourilhcd  while 
the  kingdom  was  the  prey  of  a  pack  of 
rapacious  plundering  barons,  we  do  not 
exactly  know,  but  not  probably  to  the  per- 
fection of  marling :  thofe  pits  muft  there- 
fore have  been  much  more  antient. 

The  -plaflung  method  of  fencing  is  here 
common,  but  not  done  in  the  molt  perfect 
way.  The  new  inclofures  are  all  formed 
by  quick,  planted  on  the  level  ground,  and 
a  ditch  by  the  fide  of  it,  the  earth  out  of 
which  is  laid  upon  a  ridge  on  the  brow  of 
it,  and  then  a  poft  and  double  rails  are  fet  on 
both  fides ;  the  whole  occupying  from  1 1  to 
13  feet  of  ground  in  width  :  the  lofs  of  land 
in  this  method  is  not  only  great,  but  the 
expencc  is  very  high.  I  ihould  apprehend, 
3  by 
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by  means  of  deep  ditches,  both  evils  might 
be  remedied,  but  certainly  a  cheaper  fence 
might  be  made,  and  at  a  lefs  expence  of 
reparation.  Suppofe  two  ditches,  each  4 
feet  wide  at  top,  3  deep,  and  1  wide  at 
bottom,  all  the  earth  thrown  on  to  a  bank 
between  them,  the  bafe  of  which  to  be  4 
feet,  the  top  of  the  bank  to  be  flat, 
and  planted  with  quick  ;  this  would  take 
up  no  more  land  than  the  prefent  method, 
and  would  alone  be  a  fence  againft  every 
thing  that  would  not  leap  a  high  bank,  and 
a  ditch  againft  them  ;  but  if  a  firing  of  fea- 
thers was  run  along  from  flakes  on  the  top 
of  the  bank,  nothing  would  attempt  the 
leap,  not  even  deer.  The  whole  expence 
would  not  amount  to  half  the  prefent. 

The  beft  grafs-land  lets  at  30^. :  they 
mow  moil  of  it.  The  breed  of  cattle  here 
is  all  the  long-horned :  a  cow  gives  on  an 
average  6  or  7  gallons  of  milk  per  day; 
and  in  annual  product,  about  5/.  ioj.  ;  the 
■winter  food  is  hay,  fome  give  it  in  the  yard, 
others  in  the  field.  Calves  for  rearing  do 
not  fuck  at  all.  The  value  of  an  ox-hide 
3  /.  on  an  average. 

3  Hogs 
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Hogs  fat  to  20  fcore. 
The  flocks  of  ftieep  rife  from  80  to  120. 
The  profit  of  Iamb  aijd  wool : 

Lamb,         -         -         -         -      ioj. 
Wool,  3 

I3J- 


They  are  kept  in  winter   on  grafs  alone, 
The  average  fleece  6  or  7  lb. 

In  their  tillage,  they  reckon  10  horfee 
peccflary  to  100  acres  of  arable  land;  they 
ufe  from  4  to  7  in  a  plough ;  and  do  on  an 
average  better  than  half  an  acre  a  day: 
Tbis  woeful  fyftem  on  iiich  light  land,  beat* 
I  think  any  management  I  have  yet  met 
with.  Had  I  an  eftate  here,  I  think  I  would 
make  it  an  article  in  my  leafes,  that  every 
farmer  Ihould  plough  with  never  lefs  than 
all  his  teams  in  one  plough,  let  the  number 
be  what  it  might.  They  do  not  ftir  above 
fix  inches  deep :  The  price  per  acre  7  s.  bd» 
Tfcey  reckon  the  annual  expence  per  horfe, 
at  10/.:  Their  {Kibbles  they  break  up  in 
March  after  lowing.     Only  fwing  ploughs 
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In  the  flocking  farms,  they  reckon  that 
550  /•  is  neceflary  to  ftock  one  of  1 50  /.  a  yean. 
Land  fells  at  30  years  purchafe* 
Poor  rates  in  the  villages  up  to  3/.  in 
the  pound ;  but  twenty  years  ago  not  1  /• 
In  market  towns  they  rife  to  7  and  8x.  The 
employment    is  fpinning  worfted  for  the 

flocking  weavers. All  drink  tea ;   thofe 

that  are  three  fourths  maintained  by  the 
parifh,  have  it  twice  a  day* 

Very  few  leafes  granted. 

The  farmers  carry  their  corn  6  miles* 

LABOUR. 

In  harveft,  71.  a  week  and  boltrd. 
In  hay-time,  7 s.  ditto  and  beer. 
In  winter,  1  o  d.  and  1  s.  a  day. 
Reaping  wheat,  6  s.  6  d. 

Mowing  grafs,  2  s. 

Hoeing  turnips,  6  j.  to  8  s. 

Hedging  and  ditching,  iod%  per  acre  of  28 

yards. 
Threfhing  wheat,  2  s.  to  2  x.  6  d.per  quarter. 
11  barley,  1  s.  to  1  s.  6  d. 

*  ■     oats,  %d.  to  1  j. 

Head-man's  wages,  7/,  to  10/. 
J\Text  ditto,  7/, 

Lad's, 
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Lad's,  4/. 

Maid's,  3/.  io^.to  4/, 

Women /ter  day  in  harveflv  8//. 

■  in  hay-time,  bd. 

Amount  of  a  labourer's  earnings  in  the  year* 

18/. 
ftife  of  labour  in  20  years,  a  third, 

IMPLEMENTS. 

A  new  waggon,  16  to  20/. 

A  cart,  9/. 

A  plough,  its. 

A  pair  of  harrows,  1 /. 

Harnefs  complete  per  horfe,  30  to  40^ 

Shoeing,  is.  j^d. 

PROVISIONS- 


Cheefe,       - 
Butter, 

-  3  f  & 

-  6i 

per  pound. 

1 

Beef, 
Mutton, 

-•      3i 
-       3t 

Veal, 

-       4 

Pork, 
Bacon, 

-      Si 
-     6 

Milk,  per  pint,      -     x 
Potatoes,                     7   per  peck. 
Labourer *s  houfe-rcnt,  10  to  soj. 

Their  firing, 

20  X. 

BUlL- 

< 
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BUILDING. 
Bricks  per  iooo,   13/. 
Oak  per  foot,   1  s.  %d, 
A  carpenter  per  diy,   I  s.  6  d. 
A  maibn  ditto,   is.  S  d. 
A  thatcher,  1  s.  and  board. 

Mr.  Bake-well  of  Di/hley,  one  of  the  1 
considerable  farmers  in  this  country,  haa  in 
fo  many  inftances  improved  on  the  huf- 
bandry  of  his  neighbours,  that  he  merits 
particular  notice  in  this  journal. 

His  breed  of  cattle  is  famous  throughout 
the  kingdom  ;  and  he  has  lately  fent  many 
to  Ireland.  He  has  in  this  part  of  his 
bufinefs  many  ideas  which  I  believe  are 
perfectly  new ;  or  that  have  hitherto  been 
totally  neglected.  This  principle  is  to  gain 
the  heart,  whether  flieep  or  cow,  that  will 
weigh  moft  in  the  noil  valuable  joints  :■— 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  an  ox  of 
50  ftone,  carrying  3°  in  roafting  pieces* 
and  20  in  coarfe  boiling  ones and  an- 
other carrying  30  in  the  latter,  and  20  in  the 
former.  And  at  the  fame  time  that  he" 
gains  the  fhape,  that  is,  of  the  gfeateft  valutf 
m  the  fmalleft  compafs ;  be  aflcrts,  from 
long  experience,  that  he  gain*  a  breed 
much 
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much  hardier,  and  eafier  fed  than  any 
others.  Thefe  ideas  he  applies  equally  to 
iheep  and  oxen. 

In  the  breed  of  the  latter,  the  old  notion 
was,  that  where  you  had  much  and  large 
bones,  there  was  plenty  of  room  to  lay  tlefti 
on ;  and  accordingly  the  graziers  were 
eager  to  buy  the  largeft  boned  cattle.  This 
whole  lyftem  Mr.  ttfikwoeH  has  proved  to 
be  an  utter  mi  (lake.  He  afferts,  the  fmaller 
the  bones,  the  truer  will  be  the  make  of  the 

beaft the  quicker  flie  will  fat and 

her  weight,  we  may  eaiily  conceive,  will 
have  a  larger  proportion  of  valuable  meat ; 
jlejk*  not  bone,  is  the  butcher's  object.  Mr, 
Bakewtll  admits  that  a  large  boned  bead, 
may  be  made  a  large  fat  beaft,  and  that  he 
may  come  to  a  great  weight ;  but  juftly 
obferves,  that  this  is  no  part  of  the  profit- 
able enquiry ;  for  ftating  fuch  a  fimplc 
propofition,  without  at  the  fame  time  mew- 
ing the  expence  of  covering  thofe  bones 
with  Hem,  is  offering  no  fa tis factory  argu- 
ment. The  only  object  of  real  importance, 
is  the  proportion  of  graft  to  Viifut.  I  have 
20  acres  ;  which  will  pay  me  for  thofe  acres 
beft,  large  or  fmall  boned  caul- !  The  lat- 
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ter  fat  fo  much  quicker,  and  more  profit* 
ably  in  the  joints  of  value  ;  that  the  query 
is  anfwered  in  their  favour  from  Jong  and 
attentive  experience. 

Among  other  breeds  of  cattle  the  Lincoln- 
Jbt're  and  the  Holdernefs  are  very  large,  bur 
their  fize  lies  in  their  bones  :  they  may  be 
fattened  to  great  lofs  to  the  grazier,  nor 
can  they  ever  return  fo  much  for  a  given 
quantity  of  grafs,  as  the  fmall  boned,  long 
horned  kind. 

The  breed  which  Mr.  Bakewell  has  fixed 
on  as  the  beft  in  England^  is  the  Latieajbire, 
and  he  thinks  he  has  improved  it  much,  in 
bringing  the  carcafs  of  the  beaft  into  a  truer 
mould ;  and  particularly  by  making  them 
broader  over  the  backs.  The  fhape  which 
{hould  be  the  criterion  of  a  cow,  a  bull,  or 
an  o.\,  and  alfb  of  a  iheep,  is  that  of  an 
hogfhead,  or  a  firkin ;  truly  circular  with 
fmall  and  as  fhort  legs  as  poffible :  upon 
the  plain  principle,  that  the  value  lies  In 
the  barrel,  not  in  the  legs.  All  breeds,  the 
backs  of  which  rife  in  the  leafl  ridge,  are 
bad.  I  mcafurcd  two  or  three  cows,  % 
feet  3  inches  flat  acrofs  their  back  from  hip 
to  hid — and  their  legs  rcmarkablv  fhort. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Bakrwell  has  now  a  bull  of  his  own 
breed  which  he  calls  Twopenny,  which  leaps 
cows  at  5/.  $s.  a  cow.  This  is  carrying 
the  breed  of  horned  cattle  to  wonderful 
perfection.  He  is  a  very  fine  bull-"-moft 
truly  made,  according  to  the  principles  laid 
down  above.  He  has  many  others  got  by 
him,  which  he  lets  for  the  feafon,  from  5 
guineas  to  30  guineas  a  feafon,  but  rarely 
fells  any.  He  would  not  take  200/.  for 
Twopenny*  He  has  fevcral  cows  which  he 
keeps  for  breeding,  that  he  would  not  fell 
at  30  guineas  apiece. 

Another  particularity  is  the  amazing  gen- 
tlenefs  in  which  he  brings  up  thefe  animals. 
All  his  bulls  ftand  Hill  in  the  field  to  be 
examined :  the  way  of  driving  them  from 
one  field  to  another,  or  home,  is  by  a 
little  fwilh;  he  or  his  men  walk  by  their 
fide,  and  guide  him  with  the  ftick  when- 
ever they  pleafe ;  and  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  this  method  from  being  calves. 
A  lad,  with  a  (lick  three  feet  long,  and 
as  big  as  his  finger,  will  conduct  a  bull 
away  from  other  bulls,  and  his  cows 
from  one  end  of  the  farm  to  the  other. 

Vol.  I.  I  All 
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All  this  gentlencfs  is  merely  the  effect  of 
management,  and  the  mifchief  often  done 
by  bulls,  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  practice* 
very  contrary— or  cite  to  a  total  neglect. 

The  general  order  in  which  Mr.  Bakewell 
keeps  his  cattle  is  pleafing ;  all  are  fat  a* 
bears;  and  this  is  a  circumftance  which  he 
infills  is  owing  to  the  excellence  of  tht 
breed.  His  land  is  no  better  than  hi* 
neighbours,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  carries 
a  far  greater  proportion  of  ftock ;  as  I  fliall 
fhew  by  and  by.  The  fmall  quantity,  and 
the  inferior  quality  of  food  that  will  keep  a 
beaft  perfectly  well  made,  in  good  order,  is 
furprizing  :  fuch  an  animal  will  grow  fat  in 
the  fame  pafture  that  would  ftarve  an  ill 
made,  great  boned  one. 

In  the  breed  of  his  flieep,  Mr.  Baieweii 
is  as  curious,  and  I  think,  if  any  difference, 
with  greater  fuccefs,  than  in  his  horned 
cattle :  for  better  made  animals  cannot  be 
teen  than  his  rams  and  ewes  :  their  bodies: 
are  as  true  barrels  as  can  be  feen*;  roum 
bro; 


*  The  following  is  an  account  of  two  flieep  of  Mr. 
Hairu/tirS)  mcifmed  in  the  wool. 

«  I  this 


ies 

,d, 

>ai 
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broad  backs ;  and  the  legs  not  above  fix 
inches  long :  and  a  moil  unufua!  proof  of 
kindly  fattening,  is  their  feeling  quite  fat, 
juft  within  their  fore  legs  on  the  ribs,  a 
point  in  which  ihecp  are  never  examined  in 
common ;  from  common  breeds  never  car- 
rying any  fat  there. 

In  his  breed  of  Iheep,  he  proceeds  exactly 
on  the  fame  principle  as  with  oxen ;  the 
fatting  in  the  valuable  parts  of  the  body ; 


"  I  this  day  meafured  Mr.  Baknuelfs  three  years 
old  ram,  and  found  him  as  follow 


Feel. 
5 


His  girt,         - 

His  height,         - 

His  collar  broad  at  car  tips,  -       i  4. 

Broad  over  his  fhoulders,  *           1  n; 

Ditto  over  his  ribs,          -  -         j  10  : 

Ditto  his  hips,         -  -        t  9  I 

Dijlileyt   17th  March,   1770. 

H.     S  A  N  D  F  O  R  D. 

*'  This  day  mca/urcd  a  two  year  old  barren  ewe. 

Fiet.     Inthti. 
Height,  -  -  -         1  11 

Gin,       -----      5         g 
Breait  from  (he  ground,  the  breadth  of  4  fingers. 

,  B.  I  would   have  meafurcd  her  breadth,  but 
for  a  fall  of  fnow. 

Dijhln,  ut/uf. 

H.  S. 


I  % 


and 
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and  the  living  on  much  poorer  food  than 
other  forts-  He  has  found  from  various 
experience  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
as  well  as  upon  his  own  farm,  that  no  land 
is  too  bad  for  a  good  breed  of  cattle,  and 
particularly  fheep.  It  may  not  be  proper 
for  large  ftock,  that  is  large  boned  ftock, 
but  undoubtedly  more  proper  for  a  valuable 
well  made  fheep  than  the  ufual  wretched 
forts  found  in  mod  parts  of  England  ori 
poor  foils — fuch  as  the  moor  lheep — the 
Welch  ones — and  the  Norfolk:. — And  he 
would  hazard  any  m^xlerate  {take,  that  his 
own  breed,  each  lheep  of  which  is  worth 
fevcral  of  thofe  poor  forts,  would  do  better 
on  thofe  poor  foils  than  the  flock  generally 
found  on  them :  A  good  and  true  fhape 
having  been  found  the  flrongcft  indication 
of  hardinefs,  and  what  the  graziers  call  a 
kindly  fheep ;  one  that  has  always  an  incli- 
nation to  feed. 

He  has  an  experiment  to  prove  the  hardi- 
nefs of  his  breed  which  deferves  notice. 
He  has  5  or  6  ewes,  that  have  gone  con- 
stantly in  the  highways  fince  May-day*  and 
have  never  been  in  his  fields  :  the  roads  are 
narrow, 
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narrow,  and  the  food  very  bare;  they  are 
in  excellent  order,  and  nearly  tat  j  which 
proves  in  the  firongcft  manner,  the  excel- 
lence of  the  breed.  And  another  circum- 
ftancc  of  a  peculiar  nature  is  his  flock  of 
cwls,  that  have  reared  two  lambs,  being 
quite  fat  in  the  firft  week  of  July  ;  an  in- 
ftance  hardly  to  be  paralleled. 

The  breed  is  originally  Lincohipjin\  but 
Mr.  Bakewell  thinks,  and  very  juftly,  that 
he  has  much  improved  it.  The  grand  pro- 
fit, as  I  before  obferved,  is  from  the  fame 
food  going  fo  much  farther  in  feeding  thefc 
tlian  any  others  ;  not  however  that  Mr. 
Ba&eweiFs  breed  is  final  I ;  on  the  contrary, 
St  is  as  weighty  as  nine  tenths  of  the  king- 
dom ;  for  he  fells  fat  wethers  at  three  years 
and  an  half  old  at  zl.  a  head.  Other  col- 
lateral circumftanccs  of  importance  are  the 
wool  being  equal  to  any  other  j  and  the 
flieep  (landing  the  fold  better.  He  fells  no 
tups,  but  lets  them  at  from  5  guineas  to 
30  guineas  for  the  feafon. 

Relative  to  the  rot  in  fliccp,  Mr.  Bake* 

iftfl  has  attended  more  to  it  than  mod  men 

i#   ILngland:    He  is  extremely  clear,  from 

J  3  long 


u8    THE  FARMER'S   TOUR 

long  attention,  that  this  diforder  is  owing 
folely  to  floods — never  to  land  being  wet, 
only  from  rains  which  do  not  jhw^  nor 
from  fprings  that  rife.  He  conjectures, 
that  the  young  grafs  which  fprings  in  con- 
fluence of  a  flood,  is  of  fo  flafliy  a  nature 
that  it  occafions.  this  common  complaint. 
But  whether  this  idea  is.  juft  or  not,  ftill  he 
is  clear  in  his  facts  ;  that  floods  (in  whatever 
manner  they  aft)  are  the  caufe.  Perhaps 
the  moft  curious  experiment  ever  made  on 
the  rot  in  flieep,  is  what  he  has  frequently 
practifed  i  When  particular  parcels  of  his 
beft  bred  flieep  are  paft  fervice,  he  fats  them 
for  the  butcher ;  and  to  be  fure  that  they 
fliall  be  killed  and  not  go  into  other  hands, 
he  rots  them  before  he  fells ;  which  from, 
long  experience  he  can  do  at  plcafure.  It 
is  only  to  flow  a  pafture  or  meadow  in  fum- 
rner,  and  it  inevitably  rots  all  the  fheep 
that  feed  on  it  the  following  autumn.  After 
the  middle  of  May,  water  flowing  oyer 
land  is  certain  to  caufe  it  to  rot,  whatever 
be  the  foil :  he  ha^  acted  thus  with  feveral 
of  his  fields,  which  without  that  manage- 
ment would  never  affect  a  flieep  in  the  leaft : 
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The  water  may  flow  with  impunity  all  win- 
ter, and  even  to  the  end  of  April,  but  after 
that  the  above  effect  is  lure  to  take  place. 
Spring*  he  afferts  to  be  no  caufe  of  rotting, 
nor  yet -the  grafs  which  rifes  in  confequence ; 
unlefs  they^ow:  Nor  is  it  ever  owing  to 
the  ground  being  vcrv  wet  from  heavy 
rains,  unlefs  the  water  ^yfo-av.  This  theory 
of  the  rot  upon  the  whole  appears  fatisfac- 
tory;  a«J  that  part  of  it  which  is  the  cer- 
fain  refuk  of  experience,  cannot  be  dif- 
puted  *. 

In  the  breed  of  -ftallions  for  getting  cart- 
horfee,  Mr.  Bakewcli  is  alio  very  attentive : 
he  has  thofe  Kt  pVefent  that  he  lets  at  from 
25  to  150  guineas  the  feafon.  He  con- 
ceives the  true  make  of  a  cart   horfe,    to 


•  Let  me  remark,  that  Mr.  Bakeivel!  has  fcveral 
<omparifons  between  other  breeds  of  cattle  an  J  his  own, 
which  I  -jurpofcly  omit  taking  any  notice  of,  becaufo 
fuch  experiments  are  impoffible  tu  be  accurate  from 
the  great  difference  in  certain  bead,  in  feeding,  fatting, 
&c.  Befiiics,  fuppofmg  liich  accuracy,  itill  other 
people,  and  particularly  thoic  of  the  countries  com- 
.parcd,  would  never  give  credit  to  luch  comparifons, 
unlefs  the  very  belt  breeders  in  the  very  heft  countries 
ihtmftlvii  chofo  certain  beaftt  to  represent  their  breed 
■in  the  iriat ;  Nor  docs  Mr.  Balnvcil't  breed  want  any 
fuch  experiments  to  recommend  them. 

I  4  be 


i2o     THE  FARMER'S  TOUR 

be  nearly  that  elefcribed  above  for  an  ox- 
thick  and  fhort  bodies,  and  very  fhort  legs. 
He  makes  them  all  particularly  gentle: 
and  apprehends  that  bad  drawing  horf'es, 
can  be  owing  to  nothing  but  bad  manage- 
ment. He  lias  one  ftallion  that  leaps  at  5 
guineas  a  mare. 

Mr.  Baketoellis  remarkably  attentive  to  the 
point  of  wintering  his  cattle  ;  all  his  horned 
hearts  are  tied  up  in  open  or  other  fheds  all 
winter  through,  from  November  till  the  end 
of  March,  feeding  them  according  to  their 
kind,  with  ftraw,  turnips,  or  hay;  all  the 
lean  hearts  have  ftraw  alone :  he  never  lit- 
ters them,  on  account  of  making  the  ftraw 
go  as  far  as  poffible, — that  it  may  be  eaten 
up  perfectly  clean.  Young  cattle,  that 
require  to  be  kept  quite  in  a  thriving  ftate> 
have  turnips  ;  and  alio  fattening  ones :  and 
late  in  the  fpring,  when  turnips  are  gone, 
hay  is  wholly  their  fubftitute. 

The  conveniences  for  tying  up  hearts, 
which  Mr.  Bake-well  has  built  at  his  own 
cxpence,  are  a  remarkable  inrtance  of 
fpirited  husbandry ;  he  has  formed  fuch 
numbers  of  ftalls  for  them,  by  building 
new  iheds,  and  converting  old  barns  and 
other 
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other  places  into  (landings  for  cows,  that 
he  has  more  than  once  wintered  170  beaft* 
of  all  forts  ;  and  all  in  the  houfe. 

The  floors  on  which  the  beafts  ftand,  are 
paved,  and  6  or  eight  inches  higher  than  the 
level  of  the  yard  :  they  are  juft  broad  enough 
for  a  bead  to  ftand  on  with  fome  difficulty ; 
the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  his  dung 
falls  beyond  his  (landing,  and  on  the  lower 
pavement,  and  when  he  lays  down,  he 
draws  himfelf  up  on  to  the  higherpavement, 
and  is  clear  of  it — —by  this  means,  they 
are  kept  quite  clean  without  litter ;  and  the 
men  who  arc  employed  on  purpofe,  keep 
the  whole  conftantly  fwept  down,  and  bar- 
row the  dung  into  the  area  of  the  yard, 
that  is  furrounded  by  the  fheds,  and  then 
pile  up  the  dung  in  a  fquare  clamp. 

By  ufing  no  ftraw  in  litter,  he  makes 
it  go  fo  far  in  wintering  cattle,  that  he 
much  reduces  the  cxpence  of  winter  feed- 
ing them :  and  this  has  occafioned  his 
adopting  a  new  fyftcm  in  the  management 
of  his  horned  cattle.  He  ufed  to  draw 
with  teams  of  oxen;  and  found  that  he 
muft  keep  double  the  number  worked,  to 
3  hav«» 
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have,  in  the  common  manner,  one  fet  com- 
ing into  work,  and  another  going  out ;  and 
then  he  had  his  cows  bulled  at  two  years 
old,  confequently  they  were  wintered  on 
hay  when  three  years  old.  But  now  he 
has  changed  his  fyftem  ;  he  draws  al!  with 
cows;  they  live  on  ftraw  at  three  fgaci 
old ;  when  they  are  bulled,  and  work  till 
four  years  old ;  hence  one  winter  at  hay,  is 
changed  to  two  at  ftraw,  which,  from  Mr. 
BakeweWs  management,  is  a  great  faving,  and 
the  work  all  gained  at  the  fame  time :  and 
let  me  obferve  further,  that  the  calves  bred 
from  a  cow  rifing  from  3  to  4,  muft  far 
exceed  thofe  from  cows  rifing  from  2  to  3  : 
the  latter  age  is  too  early  to  breed,,  both  for 
the  calf  and  the  dam. 

I  faw  the  teams  of  cows  at  work,  and 
they  were  to  the  full  as  handy  as  oxen ;  and 
Mr.  Bakcwell  finds,  that  they  draw  juft  as 
well  as  oxen  of  the  fame  fize.— — He  would 
not  have  taken  120/.  for  one  of  his  teams 
of  6  cows. 

He  has  water  in  ciflerns  in  his  farm- 
yards, and  all  the  beafts  are  let  loofe  to 
drink  once  a  day,  except  thofe  on  turnips, 
which  do  not  want  it. 

He 
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He  prefers,  in  the  railing  of  manure, 
the  dung  arifing  from  cattle  that  eat  a  given 
quantity  of  ftraw,  to  any  manure  to  be 
gained  from  fuch  quantity  of  ftraw  by  lit- 
tering-  infomuch,  that  if  he   had  more 

ftraw  than  he  could  cat,  he  would  not  litter 
with  it,  but  take  in  his  neighbour's  cattle 
to  eat  it,  for  nothing  ;  and  would  give  them 
the  fame  attendance  as  hie  own.  This  is  a 
particular  idea,  which  may  very  probably 
bejuft;  but  experiment  alone  can  prove  it, 

Mr.  Bakrwell  very  juftly  conliders  the 
raifmg  dung  as  one  of  the  moft  important 
objects  of  husbandry ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
his  vaft  ftock  of  cattle  is  of  noble  alli(hmce( 
The  proportion  of  his  ftock  to  his  land, 
will  ihew,  not  only  the  excellence  of  his 
management,  but  alio  the  hardinefs  of  his 
breed ;  for  no  tender  cattle  could  be  kept 
in  fuch  quantities.  His  farm  in  all  con- 
fifts  of  about  440  acres,  1  to  of  which  are 
arable,  and  the  reft-  grafs.  He  keeps  60 
horfes,  400  large  fheep,  and  150  beads  of 
all  forts :  and  yet  he  has  generally  about 
15  acres  of  wheat,  and  25  of  fpring  corn; 
the  turnips  not  more  than  30  acres.  If  the 
degree 
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degree  of  fatnefs,  in  which  he  keeps  all 
thefe  cattle,  be  confidered,  and  that  he 
buys  neither  ftraw  nor  hay ;  it  mult  at  once 
appear,  that  he  keeps  a  larger  flock  on  a 
given  number  of  acres,  than  moll  men  in 
England;  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  ail  others, 
of  the  excellence  of  his  hufbandry. 

He  makes  his  turnips  go  as  far  as  poffi- 
ble,  by  carting  every  one  to  his  flails,  in 
which  manner,  one  acre  goes  as  far  as 
three;  his  ftraw,  I  before  obferved,  he 
makes  the  very  moft  of,  by  giving  it  all  to 
his  lean  bcafts,  not  in  litter, — or  as  food  in 
quantities  at  a  time,  but  keeps  the  cattle 
hungry  enough  to  make  them  eat  clean; 
giving  but  a  fmall  quantity  at  a  time. 

Of  his  hay  he  is  alfo  very  choice;  and 
the  means  he  has  taken  to  command  as  large 
a  quantity  as  poffible,  are  perhaps  to  be 
reckoned  amongft  the  rareft  inftances  of 
fpiritcd  hufbandry  ever  met  with  among  the 
common  farmers  of  England.  It  is  that  of 
watering  his  meadows  that  lie  along  a  fmall 
brook  which  runs  through  one  part  of  his 
farm.  This  improvement  was  begun  by 
his  father,  now  living,  and  carried  on  and 
finiflied  by  himfclf, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  meadows,  amounting  from  60  to 
Bo  acres,  were  all  like  the  reft  of  the  coun- 
try in  ridge  and  furrow ;  over-run  with 
ant-hills,  and  disfigured  by  various  inequa- 
lities of  furface.  They  were  all  ploughed 
up  ;  kept  clean  of  weeds  for  a  crop  or  two  ; 
tilled  in  a  very  perfect  manner,  and  laid 
down  again  to  grafs  perfectly  level,  with  a 
view  to  improvement  by  water  :  This  oper- 
ation is  a  proof  that  unlevel  paftures  may  be 
ploughed  down  without  any  injury  by  bury- 
ing good  land  and  bringing  up  bad,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  vulgar  notion.  Aft 
foon  as  this  work  was  done,  he  cleanfed  the 
brook  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf;  bis 
defign  was  to  keep  the  banks  always  clean 
and  neat,  and  the  water  every  where  of  an 
equal  depth :  and  this  he  did,  and  conti- 
nues to  do  when  wanted,  by  throwing  the 
fand  and  earth,  driven  in  heaps  and  ridges 
by  the  ftream,  into  the  holes  formed  by  it ; 
never  throwing  any  on  to  the  banks,  by 
which  method  the  water  is  always  kept  to  a 
level,  with  half  the  expence  of  the  common 
manner  of  throwing  the  earth  out,  which 
enlarge*  the  holes,  but  fills  up  none.  When 
this 
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this  point  was  gained,  the  next  bufinefd 
was  to  examine  every  where  the  courfes  of 
the  ditches ;  all  in  a  proper  direction  were 
much  deepened  and  enlarged,  for  convey- 
ing the  water  to  the  meadows  that  do  not 
join  the  brook,  and  others  done  in  the  fame 
manner  for  taking  the  water  away  after  it 
had  flowed  over  the  land.  Befides  thefe, 
feveral  new  cuts  were  found  neceffary  to 
be  made  near  as  large  as  the  brook  itfelf  r 
and,  ftrange  to  tell,  not  a  few  to  prevent 
the  water  running  over  the  meadows  of 
his  neighbours.  They  totally  difapprove 
the  plan;  and  have  infilled  on  all  proper 
precautions  being  taken  by  making  cuts, 
And  railing  mounds  for  the  water,  that  none 
of  it  may  ruin  them,  which  is  the  idea  they 
have  of  it ;  notwithftanding  many  years 
experience  of  its  amazing  efficacy  in  the 
fields  of  Mr.  BaAeweU. 

Befides  all  thefe  cuts  and  ditches,  nu- 
merous fluices  are  fubftandally  erected  at 
his  own  expence,  to  flop  the  water  and 
make  it  overflow  at  plcafure ;  and  clofe  to 
each  a  final!  brick  houfe,  for  holding  the 
doors,  boards,  bolts,  &c  when  not  in  uie; 
the  whole  perfectly  well  executed. 

2  By 
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By  means  of  all  thefe  works,  he  floats  at 
pleafure  from  60  to  80  acres  of  meadow, 
and  finds  the  improvement  of  the  moll  un- 
doubted kind;  fully  anfwering  an  annual 
manuring  of  any  other  fort :  fine  level 
crops  of  hay  are  now  the  view,  inftead  of 
ridges,  furrows,  hills,  holes,  thirties,  and 
other  trumpery.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
fyflem  of  watering  is  not  only  executed 
with  fpirit,  but  much  exceeds  any  thing  of 
the  kind  I  have  yet  feen  in  the  hands  of 
landlords  themfelves.  Our  farmer  has  ex- 
pended large  fums  in  thefe  uncommon  un- 
dertakings— he  richly  merits  the  enjoyment 
of  their  profit. 

In  another  part  of  hufbandry,  Mr.  Bakf- 
ivt'U  is  extremely  attentive ;  which  is  the 
railing  good  fences  :  he  has  fubdivided  fe- 
veraJ  of  his  fields,  and  always  does  it  by 
planting  regular  rows  of  white  thorn  on  one 
lide  of  a  ditch,  the  earth  of  which  is  laid 
up  in  the  manner  of  the  country  on  a  narrow 
ridge  on  the  oppofite  fide  ;  and  then  a  poft 
and  double  rail  on  each  fide  the  whole; 
which  is  certainly  doing  it  moft  completely. 
But  what  he  is  more  minute  in  than  any 
farmer 
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farmer  I  ever  faw,  is  the  keeping  his  quicks 
clean ;  they  all  grow  in  the  middle  of  i 
well  dug  flip  of  land,  with  not  a  weed  to 
be  found  in  them  :  this  conduit  has  fo  good 
an  effect,  that  his  thorns  at  three  or  four 
years  old  much  exceed  thofe  of  the  farmers 
in  general  at  twice  that  age.  In  all  his  old 
fences  he  mends  gaps  and  decayed  places  in 
the  fame  manner,  clearing  away  all  rubbiftn 
planting  new  quick,  and  fecuring  it  with 
a  dttch,  and  a  double  rail  and  poft. 

As  the  principal  object  of  Mr.  BakewelPs 
attention  was  the  keeping  great  (locks  of 
cattle,  he  has  found  it  necenary  to  lay  down 
much  .arable  land  to  grafs  ;  I  walked  over 
feveral  of  the  fields,  and  found  the  herbage 
of  an  excellent  fort,  with  a  perfect  carpet- 
ing of  white  clover.  I  enquired  into  his 
method  of  laying,  and  found  it  not  com- 
mon. He  fows  two  crops  of  turnips  liiccef- 
fively,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  land 
as  clean  as  poffible  from  weeds ;  then,  with 
the  barley  that  folios,  he  fows  \olb,  com- 
mon broad  clover,  and  £  a  bufliel  ray-grafs, 
for  the  future  meadow.  I  was  much  (1 
with  this;  which  rt'  'o  •       ..areine 

bad  ■ 
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bad  husbandry,  and  enquired  into  the  effect. 
The  firft  year  he  has  a  very  fine  crop  of 
clover  in  the  common  manner  ;  the  fpring 
following  he  manures  it  richly  with  very 
rotten  dung,  and  always  finds  that  half  the 
broad  clover  difappears  that  year;  the  third 
year  it  is  quite  gone ;  and  the  pafture  ever 
after  is  not  to  be  known  from  the  bcft  com- 
mon meadows ;  the  herbage  confifting  of 
good  gralTes,  and  a  thick  covering  of  wild 
white  clover. 

Mr.  Bakewdl  has  compared  this  method 
with  fowing  white  clover  and  trefoile,  in- 
ftead  of  the  broad  fort,  and  finds  that  the 
effe£t  after  the  fecond  year  is  exactly  the 
fame,  but  the  two  firft  give  him  a  much 
greater  profit  under  the  common  clover  than 
the  white. 

I  (hall  obferve  upon  this  fyftem,  that  the 
peculiarity  confifts  in  the  broad  clover  being 
immediately  fucceeded  by  white  honey- 
fuckle  and  natural  grafies  of  a  good  fort: 
with  the  general  management  it  is  fucceeded 
by  couch,  twitch,  or  other  trumpery*  in  at 
leaft  as  great  plenty  as  by  wild  clover ;  and 
this  1  apprehend  is  owing  to  the  preparation 
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of  the  land ;  it  certainly  would  be  the  fume 
with  Mr.  Bakewell'if  }\z  did  not  prcvioufly 
make  the  land  as  clean  as  a  garden :  it  it 
therefore  a  compendious  cafy  way,  which 
on  certain  foils  and  with  excellent  manage- 
ment anfwers  well,  but  in  hands  that  will 
not  give  fuch  attention  to  it,  I  am  pcrfuaded 
it  would  be  a  mod  pernicious  practice :  I 
well  remember  it  being  the  method  in  fome 
parts  between  Tori  and  Beverley,  and  the 
grafs  left  are  ftraggling  plants  of  clover, 
with  great  plenty  of  couch  and  weeds. 

Another  part  of  rural  ceconomy  of  very 
great  importance  to  every  farmer,  is  the 
number  of  horfes  he  ufes  in  a  plough. 
Horfes  are  kept  at  fuch  an  expence,  that 
the  ufmg  no  more  than  neceflary  is  one  of 
the  moft  material  concerns  of  the  farmer. 
The  general  practice  of  this  neighbourhood 
is  to  ufe  from  4  to  7  in  a  plough,  and  ftir 
little  more  than  half  an  acre  a  day;  never 
more  than  three  roods,  and  this  on  a  fandy 
loam :  on  the  contrai  y,  Mr.  Bakewell  never 
ufes  more  than  two  in  a  plough,  and  with- 
out any  driver.  He  has  nothing  but  Rothcr- 
bam  ploughs ;  they  anfwer  perfectly  well ; 
and 
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and  do  an  acre  a  day  with  eafe :  this,  at  a 
very  moderate  computation,  is  doing  four 
times  the  work  of  his  neighbours,  with  the 
fame  ftrength.  But  not  one  of  them  has 
yet  followed  him  in  this  obvious  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bakeicell  has  generally  a  fmall  field 
of  potatoes,  which  he  plants  after  the 
plough,  and  keeps  perfectly  clean  of  weeds : 
he  finds  them  to  anfwer  greatly. 

This  year  he  has  a  crop  of  the  great 
Scotch  cabbage,  for  the  firft  time,  planted 
in  June;  they  appear  thriving  and  healthy* 
and  will  I  doubt  not  anfwer  perfectly  wellj 
he  propofes  to  extend  the  culture  for  laving 
hay,  by  which  means  he  mail  be  able  to 
keep  larger  flocks  of  cattle; 

For  feeding  colts,  or  nnyhorfes  that  run 
out,  he  has  a  contrivance  which  merits 
notice.  It  is  a  fmall  houfe  on  4  wheels  fof 
giving  hay  and  oats*  Plate  L  Fig.  2.  is  the 
£kctch  I  took  of  it. 

From  1   to  2.     two  feet  6  inches. 

2  to  3.     three  ditto  6  ditto. 

3  to  4.    one  ditto  8  ditto. 

4  to  5.     three  ditto  3  ditto. 
K  2  From, 
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From  5  to     6.     fix  ditto  6  ditto. 
6  to     7.     four  ditto  7  ditto. 
9  to   10.     two  ditto  1  ditto. 
10  to   11.     one  ditto. 
12  to  13.     fix  ditto. 
14  to  15.     two  ditto. 
14  to  16.     five  ditto  9  ditto. 
2.  projects  21  inches  from  17. 
From  the  ground  to  io,  four  feet  one  inch. 
The  wheels  7  t  inches  diameter :  The 
coft  complete  3/.  10 1.     Four  horfes  eat  hay 
and  oats  in  it  at  once,  for  the  four  projec- 
tions from  the  center  are  equal :  it  is  moved 
every  day,    that  they  may  not  poach  and 
tread  the  grafs,  ever  the  effe£t  of  a  fixed 
rack  and  manger,  or  houfe.     In  dry  times 
it  may  be  fet  on  wet  land,    and  in  wet 
times  on  dry  land.     Another  very   great 
ufe  is,  when  the  teams  go  double  journeys 
at  plough,  they  are  baited  in  the  field  very 
handily  without  bringing  home. 

Mr.  Bakewell  is  particularly  curious   in 

providing  proper  watering  places  for  his 

paftures ;  and  in  this  he  has  a  contrivance 

which  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen 

pradifed 
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pra&ifed  by  any  body  elfe.  He  has  from  ex- 
perience obferved  many  inconveniences  to 
attend  ponds  in  which  the  cattle  are  allowed 
to  go  in  and  lie  down ;  for  in  hot  weather, 
they  not  only  make  the  water  muddy, 
but  colts  going  in  when  quite  hot,  and  ly- 
*  ing  down,  are  apt  to  catch  very  dangerous 
colds:  to  prevent  this,  he  lirft  railed  off  the 
ponds,  leaving  them  only  room  to  come 
with  their  heads  at  the  water ;  but  this  he 
has  lately  changed  to  a  better  way,  which 
is  to  let  the  watering  contain  no  more 
water  at  a  time,  than  a  fmall  trough  would 
hold.  Plate  I.  Fig.  3.  will  explain  the  na- 
ture of  the  work. 

From  1.  to  2.  is  the  bottom  of  the  banks: 
the  fpace  between  thofe  lines,  and 
alio  3  and  4,  form  a  fmall  paved 
trough,  about  2  feet  long  and  t 
broad,  through  which  the  water 
runs,  or  remains,  if  the  fupply 
comes  from  a  ftagnated  pool. 
From  5.  to  6.  a  ridge  of  ftonc  work,  wliich 
feparates  the  water  from  the  horfc-r 
way. 
From  7.  to  8.  the  top  of  the  batik. 

K.  3  from 
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From  I 


g.  to 


9'  i  the  length  of  the  banks, 

10.  y 


ii.  Tofts  and  rails. 

12.  The  way  down  to  the  water ;  paved, 

I  cannot  conclude  thefe  obfervations  on, 
this  very  fpiritcd  farmer's  undertakings, 
without  exprefling  the  fatisfaction  I  felt  at 
Viewing  them  :  No  where  have  I  {ecn 
works,  that  do  their  author  greater  honour : 
they  are  not  the  effect  of  a  rich  landlord's 
determining  to  be  a  good  farmer  on  his 
own  land,  but  the  honeft,  and  truly  meri- 
torious endeavours  of  a  tenant,  performing 
great  and  expenfive  works  on  the  property 
of  another.  It  is  true,  he  is  fortunate  in  a 
generous  and  confiderate  landlord ;  and 
much  do  I  with,  that  fuch  excellent 
farmers  may  always  meet  with  the  fame  en- 
couragement. A  truly  good  farmer  cannot 
be  too  much  favoured,  a  bad  one  cannot  have 
his  rent  raifed  too  high.  Let  me  exhort  the 
farmers  of  this  kingdom  in  general,  to  take 
Mr.  Bakewell  as  a  pattern  in  many  points  of 
great  importance;  they  will  find  their 
account  in  it,  and  the  kingdom  in  general 
be  benefited  not  a  little. 
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LETTER    UI. 

FROM  Dijbley  to  Nottingham  the  land 
is  chiefly  incjofed  and  good ;  lets  at 
about  i6j.  on  an  average*. 

About  four  miles  north  of  the  town,  at 
Arnold,  fome  uncommon  improvements 
have  been  lately  carried  on,  particularly  in 

the  carrot  culture.    Cope,  efq;  of  that 

place  has  entered  with  particular  fpirit  into 
this  hufbandry,  and  was  fo  kind  as  to  give 
me  the  following  account,  The  foil  is  a. 
Hnc,  rich,  deep,  dark  coloured  (and  :  I  run 
my  riding  cane  three  feet  deep  in  it  with 
cafe ;  it  yields  great  crops  of  every  kind, 
:md  lets  on  an  average  at  about  18/.  an 
acre  :  a  better  foil  for  the  culture  of  carrots 
can  hardly  be  imagined.  Mr.  Cope,  in 
J  767,  began  with  one  acre.  In  1768,  he 
had  three  acres  and  an  half.     In  1769,  he 


*  From  the  caltle  of  Nottingham  is  a  very  fine 
view  of  a  moft  extenfive  a/id  rich  vale,  with  the 
Trent  (here  a  very  noble  river)  winding  through 
it,  bounded  by  3  vaft  range  of  inclofures,  and 
much  diftant  profpecl. 

K  4  had 
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had  9  acres ;  and  this  year  he  has  3  acres. 
He  has  not  varied  in   his    method   of  cul- 
ture, which  is  as  follows. 

In  Otiobcr  he  ploughs  the  land  twice  in 
a  furrow,  to  the  depth  of  12  inches.  In 
about  a  month  after,  he  ftirs  it  again  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  to  the  fame  depth  :  In 
February  the  fame  again;  then  he  harrows 
once,  and  fows4#.  per  acre,  at  is.  per  lb. 
of  feed,  and  covers  by  another  harrowing. 
He  manures  before  the  laft  fhrring,  either 
with  foot,  pigeons  dung,  flieep's  dung 
gathered  on  the  foreft  of  Sh'rewooJ,  or  rot- 
ten farm-yard  dung,  at  about  the  expence 
of  50  j.  or  3  /.  an  acre.  The  carrots  feldom 
come  up  before  Jlpril ;  as  foon  as  they  are 
%o  be  clearly  diftinguiihed  from  the  weeds, 
they  are  hand  weeded,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  hoeing,  which  operation  they  perform 
with  a  very  handy  effective  tuol.  It  is  a 
hoe,  which  I  do  not  reinember  to  have  (ca\ 
ufed  any  where  in  fields,  a  triangular  one. 
See  Plate  I.  Fig.  4.  The  weeding  and  hoe- 
ing comes  from  $cs.  to  50  j.  an  acre,  ac- 
cording to  the  fcifon.  Sometimes  Mr. 
Cope  ploughs  up  the  crop,  and  Sometimes 
digs  them  up ;  if  the  latter,  he  pays  2  s,  6  d. 
per. 
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per  cartload,  of  Lwo  ton,  for  raifing  them, 
and  throwing  into  the  cart.  His  crops 
have  ufually  riien  from  18  to  25  tons  per 
acre  of  the  roots. 

They  can  be  fold  to  Mansfield  at  bd.  a 
ftrike,  for  feeding  horfes,  &c.  in  any 
quantities  :  but  Mr.  Cope  ufcs  his  at  home 

in   feeding  cows  and  Ihecp, fattening 

beafts  and  hogs,- and   keeping  horfes. 

No  milk,  cream,  or  butter,  can  poifibly 
be  finer  than  what  he  gets  from  carrnts  all 
through  the  winter  and  fpring,  quite  to 
June,  and  in  large  quantities.  He  gives 
his  cows  each  2  bu&els  a  day.  He  has 
fattened  a  great  number  of  hogs  with  them ; 
up  to  from  11  to  14  Hone  (14/y.) :  Gives 
them  raw,  and  finds  that  no  food  will  carry 
a  hog  on  quicker,  or  fat  him  better  ;  fome 
he  has  iiniflicd  with  corn,  others  completely 
on  carrots,  and  does  not  find  any  difference ; 
they  fat  wholly  upon  them,  as  well  as  with 
the  change ;  and  the  pork  is  as  fat  and  as 
faleable,  and  boils  away  not  a  jot  more, 
than  that  of  the  corn  fed  hogs.  Cows  and 
oxen  he  has  often  fattened  completely  on 
them,  and  finds  it  a  very  profitable  api  li  a- 
(ion  of  the  crop :  for  they  feed  remarkably 
2  quick, 
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quick,  and  as  finely  as  on  any  food  in  the 
world;  he  has  fold  cows  fattened  entirely 
on  carrots,  at  12/.  I2J.  each,  and  oxen  up 
to  20/.  His  borfes  do  extremely  well  on 
them  ;  but  he  gives  them  a  few  oats  at 
the  fame  time  ;  about  a  fourth  or  a  fixth  of 
their  ufual  allowance,  and  they  do  the  bet- 
ter for  them.  His  iheep  eat  them  very 
greedily ;  and  they  are  of  admirable  ufe 
after  turnips  arc  gone.  Mr.  Cape  depends 
on  them  for  his  flock,  throughout  the 
mopths  of  April  and  May;  and  fince  he 
has  cultivated  them,  he  has  never  been  the 
leaft  diftreficd  for  fpring  food  for  his  flieep : 
All  which  applications  of  the  crop,  prove 
fufficiendy  clear,  that  they  are  one  of  the 
moftufeful  and  important  that  can  be  intro- 
duced into  field  hufbandry.  The  expences* 
according  to  the  preceding  data.,  may  be 
calculated  as  follows : 
Rent,  -  £.0  18 


Tythe  and  town  charges, 

-        0     5 

0 

Seed,         - 

0     4 

0 

Sowing,         - 

-      0     0 

6 

Six  ploughings, 

1    10 

0 

Two  harrowings, 

01 

6 

Carry  c 


-     £■*  19 
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Brought  over       -  £.219    o 

Cleaning,         -  200 

Taking  up,         -         -  -         150 

Manuring,        «        •*  -         250 

Total,  £890 


ProduSl, 
Suppofe  a  ftrike  to  weigh 
45  lb. ;  21  ton  at  that  rate  are 
1 045  ftrike  ;  which  fuppofe  at 
qd.  including  the  profit  made 
by  thofe  who  buy  them  at  6  d. 
it  is  -  -  -  -  39  3  O 
pxpences,         w        -        -  890 


Clear  profit  per  acre,        ^.  30  14    o 


1^ 


But  I  fyave  myfelf  found  carrots  to  pay 
1  /.  id. per  ftrike  in  feeding  horfes  and  fat- 
tening hogs ;  the  profit  may  therefore  be 
carried  much  higher.  On  the  contrary, 
Suppofe  the  crop  fold  at  bd. 

it  comes  to  -  -  JT.  26  2  o 
sixpences,        -         •         -         890 


*MP 


Clear  profit,  ^C.  17  13    o 


wm 


If 
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If  thefe  accounts  do  not  prove  the  im- 
menfe  profit  of  cultivating  carrots  on  thefe 
rich  fends,  nothing  can. 

Mr.  Cope  always  tows  turnips  after  them ; 
they  are  fo  late  in  the  ground,  that  fpring 
corn  will  not  do  ;  but  the  land  is  in  excel- 
lent order  for  turnips,  and  thefe  two  hoeing 
crops  coming  together,  fo  clean  and  enrich 
the  land,  that  vaft  crops  of  barley  are 
gained  after  them,  generally  from  6  to  10 
quarters  per  acre;  and  the  clover  which  fol- 
lows that  is  incomparably  fine. 

All  Mr.  Cope's  crops  were  extremely 
good ;  and  proved  how  well  he  cultivates 
his  land.  Among  others,  he  has  tried 
buckwheat ;  and  finds  it  anfwers  in  a  fur- 
prizing  manner  on  the  pooreft  land :  He 
has  had  40  buihels  from  3  roods,  which 
are  6  quarters  5  buihels  per  acre. 

From  Arnold  by  New/lead*  to  Mansfield 

is  all    Shir-ewood  foreft;    wafte  land,    but 

highly 


*  Newstead  Abbey,  the  feat  of  Lord  Bire/t, 
is  fituated  in  a  vale  in  the  midft  of  an  extenfive 
park,  finely  planted  ;  on  one  fide  the  houfe  a  very 
large  winding  lake  is  making,  which,  when 
finifhed, 
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highly  improveablc ;  for  the  land,  though 
light,  is  not  devoid  of  fertility.  To  Alfre- 
ton  it  is  all  inclofed  and  rich ;  lets  at  near 
a  pound  an  acre.  About  that  place  the  foil 
is  various  ;  a  hazel  loam,  between  (and  and 
marie,  on  a  flone  bottom.  Very  dry  land; 
in  fome  places  it  is  more  inclinable  today; 
lets  on  an  average  at  zos.  an  acre.  Farms 
rife  from  50  /.  to  300  /.  a  year.  The  courfes 
of  crope, 

I.  Fallow 


finifhed,  will  be  a  noble  water  i  on  the  other  fide 
is  another  very  fine  lake,  which  flows  almoft  up 
to  the  houfe  -,  the  banks  on  one  fide  are  fine 
woods,  which  fpread  over  the  edge  of  a  hill, 
down  to  the  water ;  on  the  other  fhore,  fcattered 
groves,  and  park.  On  the  banks  are  two  caftlcs 
wafhed  by  the  water  of  the  lake,  they  are  uncom- 
mon, tho*  pifturefque :  it  feems  rather  unfortu- 
nate that  the  cannon  Ihould  be  levelled  at  the 
parlour  windows. 

A  twenty  gun  fhip,  with  fcveral  yachts  and 
boats  lying  at  anchor,  threw  an  air  of  mod 
pleafing  chearfutnefs  over  the  whole  fecne.  The 
riding  up  the  hill  leads  to  a  Golbie  building,  from 
whence  the  view  of  the  lakes,  the  abbey  and  its 
fine  arch,  the  plantations  and  the  park,  are  fcen 
at  once,  and  form  a  very  noble  landfcape. 

In  the  houfe  is  a  collection  of  paintings  by 
many  of  the  beft  mafters  :  among  others  the  fol- 
lowing. 

In 
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1.  Fallow — 2.  Wheat — 3.  Oats. 

i.  Fallow  3.  Clover  two  years 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 

For  wheat  they  plough  four  times  ;  and 
reckon  the  average  crop  at  about  30  bufhels; 
For  barley  they  flir  twice,  and  get  about  35 
bufhels. 

They   plough   thrice   for   turnips,    hoe 

once  or  twice ;  and  feed  them  in  general 

off 


In  the  Hait. 

A  garden-piece ;  the  figure  by  Rubens  i 
Admirable  expreffion  :  many  things  iri 
this  piece  are  nature  kielf. 
Lions  and  tygers.  Amazingly  fpirited. 
Life  itftlf. 
Lions  in  a  den.  The  attitudes  and  fallen 
exprcflion  of  their  countenances  in- 
comparably fine. 

Poultry,  &c.     Damaged  ;  but  good; 
Foxes,  &c.  fpirited. 
Two  dogs.     Very  natural* 

Ditto.     A  flag  hunt;  fpirited* 

Ditto.     A  boar  hunt.     Ditto. 

De  Vofs.     Wolf,  deer,  and  dogs.     Fine. 

Sttyders.     Dog  and  cat :  drolly  exprefltve. 
In  the  Green  IVithdra&ing-rem. 

M-  Angela.     Hohpbernes.     Fine. 

Ctmoletti.     The  Riato. 

tJwein, 


Sttyders. 


Rubens. 


Ditto. 


Sttyders. 
De  Vofs. 
Snyderi. 
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off  with  fheep,  tho'  fome  few  draw  them 
for  beads  :  the  average  value  of  the  crop  3/. 
Their  clover  they  feed  firft,  and  then  mow 
it,  and  get  two  loads  an  acre. 

Lentils  they  fow  among  oats,  and  find 
the  crop  and  the  fbraw  both  the  better  for 
them. 

As  to  manuring,  they  never  fold  their 
fheep.  On  new  broken  up  land  they  depend 
chiefly  on  the  allies  of  the  paring  and  burn- 
ing. 


Brewer. 
Rubens. 


Holbein.     Duke  of  Somtrfct.     fine. 

Unknown.     The   binding   our   Saviour.      Very 
fine. 

Old  man  reading.  Extremely  expref- 
fivc. 

The  lending  aw.iy  of  Hagar.  Abra- 
bam'i  and  the  dog's  heads  excellent ; 
but  Hagar  a  very  mean  figure. 

Unknown.     A  crucifix.     Nothing  more  pleafing 
than  the  colours,  and  the  group. 

Miens.     A  lady.     Fine  colouring, 

Tenters.     A  farm.     Very  fine. 

VnksffOfn.     HcroJias  bringing  j6htBaptiJl,siin&. 
Htrtdias    a    molt    inimitable    figure ; 

grace,  eafe,  and  elegance  itfelf a 

perfect  contrr.lt  to  her  employment. 
The  king  a  tine  figure.     The  group 

in  general the  airs  of  the  heads — 

— die  attention ;  all  line.  The  ex- 
prcflion  and  colours  very  plcaflng. 

1  Scbalkin- 
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ing,  which  is  the  common  method  practifed 
here ;  the  price  from  1 8  s.  to  20  s.  an  acre ; 
after  it  they  few  turnips  or  wheat,  but  are 
fure  of  a  great  crop  of  either.  Lime  they 
life  pretty  much,  lay  it  on  for  wheat  on 
cold  land :  about  two  cart  loads  per  acre, 
at  6x.  a  toad.  Their  fhibbles  they  chop 
both  for  thatching  and  littering,  but  ftack 
their  hay  about  the  fields. 

They 


A  candle-light.     Very  fine. 
Baflcct  of  fruit.     Finely  done. 
A  battle.     Expreflive. 
A  man  playing  on  a  flute.    Trrf 
colours  good. 
Borgognone.     A  battle.     Great  expreflion. 

In  the  Red  IVitbdrawing-room. 
Pamni.     Ruins.     Fine.     The  figure  holding  a 
fpear,  and  the  woman  with  her  back 
to  you,  both  fpirited. 
A  converfation.     Admirably  fine. 
Judith  and  Hohphernes.     Pleafing. 
A  man  offering  a  purfe  to  a  woman. 
A  copy  by  Vanderman.     Very  fine. 
Vandyke.     Apoftles  bearing  a  dead  Cbrift.     Ad- 
mirable drawing  and  expreflion. 
Triumph  of  Bacchus.     Fine. 
Cbrift,  the  Virgin,  and  St.  John.     A 
copy  by  Dominicbino.  Admirably  fine ; 
a  tendernefs    in   the  tints    extremely 
pleafing. 

P.  Veroncfe. 


Scbalkm. 
Hulfdonc. 
Kabraat. 
Unknown. 


Miens. 

Capli. 
Raphael. 


Unknown. 
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They  arc  pretty  attentive  to  the  draining 
their  wet  lands,  with  covered  drains,  and 
find  the  fervice  they  do  very  great. 

The  plafhing  method  of  hedging  yet 
continues,  and  fome  hedges  I  obferved  that 
were  pretty  welt  done. 

The  beft  grafs  land  lets  at  Jo  j.  an  acre ; 
they  nfe  it  chiefly  for  cows ;  an  acre  will 
feed  one  thro*  the  fummer.  In  the  forts  of 
cattle  they  haw  both  long  andfliort  horned, 

but 


P.  Veronese.     Rachael  and  Lab  an.     Very  fine. 

Flemijh  School.  A  woman  wiping  a  child's  back- 
fide.  Pity  the  Dutchman  was  ever 
employed  in  any  other  bufinefs.  This 
fubieft  was  abundantly  more  fertile  in 
his  imagination,  than  the  Graces  attiring 
Venus. 

Titian.     Diogenes.     Incomparable. 

Ditto.  A  half  length.  The  colouring  moft  ex- 
cellent. 

Raphael.     Jacob  and  Efau. 

Unknown.  St.  Jerome.  The  minute  cxpreflion 
very  great. 

Hondius.     A  man  with  dogs.     Good. 

De  Ntff.    Two  infides  ofchurches.     Fine. 

In  the  Gallery. 
Unknown.    Dead  game.     N  atural. 
Titian.     A  half  length.     Admirably  fine.    The 
colouring  of  the  face,  life  itielf. 
Vou  I-  L  Rjcd. 
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but  reckon  the  former  much  the  beft.  The 
average  quantity  of  milk  about  three  gal- 
lons, and  the  total  product  of  a  cow  7  /. 
They  have  very  little  idea  of  keeping  fwine 
in  confequence  of  cows.  A  dairy-maid  can 
take  care  of  9  or  1  o.  The  winter  food  hay ; 
ibmetimes  a  few  turnips ;  alfo  malt  grains. 
They  keep  them  in  the  yard  in  winter  more 
than  in  the  fields. 

Swine  fat  up  to  22  (lone  {14  lb.) 

Their 


Rlcci.     Triumph  of  Venus.     Very  pleating. 

And.  del  Sorts.     Cbrift,    the  Virgin,    and   St. 
John.     Amazingly  finiflied. 

Vanbagen.     A  ftorm.     Fine. 

Raphael.     Virgin  and  Child.     The  colours  ex- 
tremely fine ;  and  the  relief,  dpeciallr 
of  the  child,  admirable. 
Adoration  of  the  (hepherds.     Fine  in 
this  (tile  of  execution  -,  but  tfie  Vir- 


Eaffan. 


gin  s    countenance 
fion. 


a  vulgar   expref- 


Terg.     Sea  pieces.    Done  in  an  uncommon  ftile. 
Rubens.     A  candle-light.     The  (hades,  and  the 

caft    of  the   eyes    and   countenance, 

ftrikingly  fine. 
Morciks.      A  man  premng  a  woman's  bread. 

Excellent ;  but  his  laugh  not  that  of 

his  Ctuation. 
Marconi.     The  raifing  of  Lazarus.    Fine.     A 

great  number  of  figures. 

Rutou. 
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Their  flocks  of  fheep  rife  in  general  from 
60  to  140 ;  the  value  of  the  fleeces,  4  s.  on 
a  medium. 

In  their  tillage  they  reckon  8  horfes  ne- 
ceflary  for  too  acres  of  ploughed  ground. 
They  ufe  3  or  4  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre 
a  day :  the  depth  4  inches,  and  the  price 
per  acre  6 s.  The  annual  expence  of  a  horfe 
they  calculate  at  to/.  They  cut  ftraw  into 
chaff  for  them.  Cbrtflmas  is  the  time  of 
breaking 


Rubens.     An  old  woman's  head.    Very  great  ex- 

prclfion. 
And.  del  Sarlo.     Charity.     Good. 
Unknown.     The  marriage  of  St.  Catherine.    The 

relief  very  noble. 
Titian.     The    attitudes.     The  flelh   foft,    and 

pleafingly  done. 
Unknown.     Cbriji  taken  down  from  the  Crofs. 

The  figures,  expreflion,  and  colours, 

very  great. 
In  the  Drejfing  Clo/et  to  the  Oval  Room- 
Unknown.     Lady  Biron.     Very  pleafing. 

In  Lord  Biron'%  Dreffing-room. 
Titian.     A  lady  drefling.     Good. 
Unknown.     Nell  Gwyn.    A  beautiful  neck ;  but 

the  eyes  afleep,  not  Jleepy. 

Unknown.    Beggar  boys.     Expreflivc. 

In  Lady  Biron'%  Drejfing-rocm. 

Unknov.it.     An  old  man  reading.     A  fine  head. 

L  2 
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breaking  up  their    Hubbies.     All    fwing 
ploughs  uied. 

In  flocking  their  farms,  they  reckon  that 
300/.  will  do  for  one  of  100/.  a  year.  Poor 
rates  is.  in  the  pouad. 

LABOUR. 
In  harveft,   is.  and  board. 
In  hay-time,   10  d.  and  ditto. 
In  winter,    1  s. 

Reaping  wheat,   c.j.  an  acre, 
— — —  oats,  4-r.  ditto. 

Mowing 


Unknown.  Monkeys.  Truly  grotefque. 
Ditto.  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  Very  fine. 
Ditto.     Tiie  Blackfmitb  Painter's  wife.     Minute 

expreflion. 
In  the  great  Dining-room,  63  by  27. 
Unknown.     A  half  length  with  a  chain  jcrofs  the 

moulder-,    the  countenance  and  face 

greatly  done. 
Ditto.    St.  Seiajiian.     Fine. 
Vandyke.      King  Charles   on  horfeback.      The 

famous  picture.    Very  noble. 
Unknown.     An   old    woman   weighing    money. 

Great  expreflion  in  the  countenance. 

In  the  common  Dining-room. 
Rcttenbamer.     Diana,  &c.    Pleafingly  delicate. 
Unknown.     Hercules  and  Dejanira.     Npble  atti- 
tudes. 
Vandyke.     A  featt  of  painters. 
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iMowing  barley,  1  s.  6  d. 
— — —  grafs,  ix.  6  d. 
Hoeing  turnips,   $s. 

Hedging  and  ditching,  $d.   a  .rood  of  7 

yards. 
Threfliing  Wheat,  *  s.  Sd. 
Making  faggots,  2  s*  per  1 60. 
The  rife  of  labour  Within  20  years  1  s.6d.& 

week. 
Head-man's  wages,  9/. 
Next  (ditto,  7  L 
Lad's,  3^ 
Maid's,  3/. 

Women  /*r  day  in  harveft,  8  d.  and  board. 
■   ■  in  hay-time,  6  d.  and  ditto. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
A  waggon,  20/. 
A  cart,  10/. 
A  plough*  %os. 
A  pair  of  harrows,  1 5  j. 
A  ftone  roller*  5  s. 
Harnefs  fir  horfe,  20  s.  • 

PROVISIONS. 
Bread,  (oat  cakes)  14/L  for  1  id. 
Cheefe,       per  lb.       j\d. 
Butter,        -        -     6 

2ee£       -        -       Zt 

L  3  Mutto^ 
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Mutton,     per  lb.       J±<L 
Veal,  3 

Pork,         -        -      3i 
Bacon,        -        -     7 
Milk,  per  pint,       -     £ 
Potatoes,  per  peck,     3  i 
Candles,  -         7 

Soap,  6 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  30  x. 
Their  firing,       -       1  o  1. 
Coals,  4  j.  a  ton  at  the  pit. 
We^r  of  their  tools,  5  s. 

BUILDING. 

Bricks,  per  1000,  11/. 

A  carpenter  a  day,  1  s.  and  board. 

A  mafon,  1  s.  and  ditto. 

A  thatcher,  ditto. 

Something  of  the  general  cbconomy  will 
be  feen  from  the  following  particulars  of 
farms. 

100  Acres  in  all  6  Young  cattle 

50  Arable  4  Fatting  beafls 

50  Grafe  60  Sheep 

£*  100  Rent  20  Acres  of  wheat 

8  Horfes  10  Barley 

9  Cows  16  Oats 

4  Peafe 
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4  Peafe  and  beans 

3  Men 

3  Turnips 

1  Boy 

20  Fallow 

r  Maid 

4  Qover 

1  Labourer. 

Another 

50  Acres  in  all 

2  Barley 

30  Arable 

6  Oats 

20  Grafs 

1  Peafe  and 

£.   50  Rent 

beans 

4  Horfes 

2  Turnips 

4  Cows 

6  Fallow 

6  Young  cattle 

2  Clover 

2  Fatting  beafts 

2  Men 

30  Sheep 

1  Boy 

4  Acres  wheat 

1  Maid. 

Another . 

40  Acres  in  all 

12  Cows 

4  Arable 

2  Young  cattle 

36  Crafs 

1  Boy 

£.  40  Rent 

2  Maids. 

1  Horfe 

The  principal  farmer  ir 

1  this  neighbour- 

hood  is  Mr.  Kendal*  of  the  Peacock  inn, 

near  Alfreton ;  he  has  in 

fcveral  inftances 

deviated  from  the  common  practices  of  the 

country,  and  much  improved  on  them. 

L4 

The 
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The  farmers  of  this  country  know  no- 
thing of  fainfoine,  notwithstanding  the  foil 
is  a  tine  dry  hazel  loam,  on  ftone  quarries  : 
Mr.  Kendal  introduced  it  o  or  10  years  ago, 
and  has  found  great  fuccefs  from  it  ever 
fmce;  but  has  not  been  followed  by  any 
one  neighbour.  His  firft  trial  was  on  fix 
acres,  which  remains  yet  in  perfection. 
He  has  fince  fown  more,  fo  that  he  has  20 
acres  in  all.  His  method  being  uncommon, 
I  lhall  ftate  it.  He  does  not  fow  it  broad- 
cart,  but  in  drills  equally  diftant,  2  feet 
afunder,  ftruck  on  a  field  fown  with  broad- 
caft  barley  and  clover,  with  a  hand-hoe, 
and  being  fown  with  6  pecks  of  fainfoine 
feed,  it  is  covered  by  .one  harrowing.  The 
clover  lafts  thick  but  one  year  ;  the  fecond, 
much  of  it  is  gone,  and  all  difappears  the 
third  ;  then  the  fainfoine  gets  up  and  flour- 
jfhes  well :  He  always  mows  it  once.  The 
firft  year  he  gets  of  clover  and  fainfoine  3 
loads  of  hay  an  acre  ;  lefs  the  fecond  year  ; 
but  afterwards  the  crop  is  about  2  loads.  It 
keeps  itfelf  clean  of  rank  weeds  without 
any  hand-hoeingi  but  much  natural  grafs 
comes.  The  aftergrowth  he  eats  with 
fheep  and  bcaits,  and  finds  no  damage  to 
hie 
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his  crop  from  the  latter.  Nothing  fattens 
all  forts  of  cattle  better :  his  cows  give  more 
milk  on  it  than  on  any  other  grafs,  but  it 
tafte8.  Upon  this  culture  of  fainfoine,  I 
fliall  obierve,  that  Mr.  Kettdtii  has  much 
merit  in  introducing  it  at  all,  but  he  would 
certainly  have  found  greater  iuceds,  had  he 
fown  it  broad-eaft  over  the  whole  field,  4 
buihels  to  the  acre ;  and  omitted  the  red 
clover.  It  is  impoflible  that  the  young 
fainfoine  fliould  be  choaked  up  in  three 
loads  an  acre  of  clover  without  damage.  It 
is  certainly  a  prefent  profit,  but  the  quel"-- 
tion  is,  if  it  be  not  to  a  future  lots.  I 
would  however  recommend  the  trial  to  him. 
Potatoes  he  cultivates  in  large,  quantities. 
In  1768,  he  had  8  acres  :  In  1769,  14 
acres;  and  16  this  year.  The  following 
is  his  method  of  cultivating  them.  He 
firft  ploughs  the  land  at  Chrijimas ;  then 
lets  it  lie  rough  all  winter.  Harrows  it  in 
the  fpring,  and  ploughs  again  ;  in  this  earth 
he  opens  double  furrows  1  foot  from  each 
other;  and  then  leaves  an  interval  9  feet 
wide  ;  and  lb  on  throughout  the  field.  The 
potatoe  flices,  8  bufhcls  to  the  acre,  are 
dropt  after  the  plough,  5  inches  deep,  and 
3  1  fept 
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i  footafunder.  After  this  the  intervals  are 
ploughed  twice  or  thrice  for  turnips,  which 
are  fown  broad-cail  and  harrowed  in.  The 
potatoes  are  earthed  up  the  ploughings, 
befides  which,  they  haveibme  earth  thrown 
with  fpades  from  the  edges  of  the  turnip 
bed,  to  the  fpace  between  the  rows.  The 
crop  is  taken  up  with  forks;  the  produce 
in  this  manner,  without  dung,  amounts  to 
iqo  buihels  at  i/.  or  5/.  per  acre.  The 
turnips  are  h3nd-hoed  once  or  twice,  and 
arc  always  worth  2  /.  an  acre. 

But  befides  this  way,  he  plants  fome 
acres  every  year  in  the  common  method  all 
over  the  land,  in  which  way  he  gets  very 
large  crops,  up  to  30  /.  an  acre,  at  1  /.  a 
budhel;  which  is  6oobufhels^fr  acre. 

He  ufes  all  his  crops  for  fatting  brawns. 
Firft,  they  arc  wafhed, — and  then  boiled  in 
a  copper,  20  bufhels  at  a  time;  it  is  filled 
with  potatoes,  and  then  as  much  water  put 
to  them  as  the  copper  will  hold.  When 
boiled  (oft,  they  are  all  ladled  into  large 
tubs  to  cool,  in  which  they  arc  mixed  with 
barley  or  rye  meal ;  in  the  proportion  of  2 
bufhels  of  meal  to  20  of  potatoes  :  and  as 
foon  as  the  mixture  is  cool,  it  is  ready  to 
give 
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give  to  them.  It  fattens  them  better  than 
any  other  food ;  faftcr  than  corn  alone. 
His  lean  fwine  he  alfo  keeps  on  pota- 
toes, but  only  boils  them,  mixing  no  corn 
with  it. 

Sometimes  he  fallows  the  fpaces  between 
the  rows  for  wheat,  and  gets  the  beft  crops 
thus  in  the  country. 

Cabbages  Mr.  Kendal  has  cultivated  with, 
fuccefs.  In  1768,  he  had  half  an  acre;  in 
1769,  two  acres;  and  this  year  has  one 
acre.  He  ploughs  for  them  at  Cbrijlmas^ 
and  again  in  March,  when  he  plants  the 
ground  with  beans  in  fingle  rows  4  feet 
afunder ;  foon  after  he  plants  a  row  of  cab- 
bages between  them  :  the  culture  he  gives 
while  the  crops  are  growing,  is  to  earth  up 
both ;  and  keep  them  quite  clean  of  weeds. 
When  the  beans  are  reaped,  then  the  cab- 
bages fpread ;  fome  of  them  rife  in  weight 
to  23  lb.  He  gives  them  to  his  cows,  and 
the  effect  is  their  yielding  vaftly  more  milk 
than  on  any  other  food,  and  the  cream  and 
butter  have  not  the  leaft  bad  tafte.  He  gets 
jn  quantity  20  cart  loads  per  acre,  worth 
3  about 
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about  6  /.    He  gives  half  a  cart  load  per  dim 
to  7  or  8  cows  that  run  in  the  pafture. 

The  following  particulars  of  Mr.  Kenda?% 
farm  will  fhew  that  he  pra&ifes  on  a  large 
fcale. 

420  Acres  in  all  30  Oats 

250  Arable  10  Peafe     and 

170  Grafs  beans 

£.420  Rent  16  Turnips   and 

16  Horfes  potatoes 

9  Cows  20  Sainfoinc 

16  Young  cattle  6  Men 

4  Fatting  beafts  6  Boys 

120  Sheep  2  Maids 

50  Acres  wheat  4  Labourers. 

20  Barley 
About  half  a  mile  from  the  Peacock,  is  a 
very  unufual  thing  in  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mon farmer ;  about  a  rood  of  lucerne,  on 
very  good  land,  in  equally  diftant  rows,  2 
feet  afunder,  but  fo  over-run  with  weeds 
that  the  experiment  can  be  of  no  value ;  the 
lucerne,  from  its  great  luxuriance  of  growth 
in  the  midft  of  fuch  enemies,  would  evi- 
dently thrive  to  uncommon  profit  on  this 
land. 
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land.  How  fuch  a  trial  fhould  come  into 
the  head  of  a  little  farmer,  I  cannot  con* 
ceive. 

Taking  the  road  to  Derby*  you  come  in 
about  two  miles  to  a  fpot  that  commands 
a  very  beautiful  landfcape  to  the  right :  It 
b  a  winding  valley  bounded  every  where 
by  hills;  the  whole  cut  into  inclofures, 
waving  one  beyond  another,  and  finely 
fcattered  with  trees.  Several  villages  ap- 
pear, and  a  fmall  winding  river  breaks 
upon  the  eye  in  feveral  places. 

But  it  is  time  to  conclude  this  letter :  you 
muft  allow  me  to  allure  you  how  much  I 
am,  Gfr. 
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LETTER    IV. 


T\E-  RBT  is  a  considerable  town,  con- 
fining of  five  pariihes ;  well  built  and 
full  of  manufactures :  the  principal  are 
thofe  in  the  Hocking  branch,  which  employs 
many  hands ;  who  earn  in  general  from  i  /. 
to  2  j,  a  day,  but  i  j.  4  d.  on  an  average. 
The  filk  mill  employs  many  women  and 
children,  whofe  earnings  are  fome  of  them 
fo  low  as  2  d.  a  day.  There  is  alfo  a  por- 
cellane  manufactory,  fomething  in  the  ftile 
of  the  fVorceftery  but  Inferior.  Land  about 
Derby  lets  at  an  high  rate ;  fuch  as  is  at  all 
convenient,  fo  high  as  $os.  and  3/.  an 
acre  ;  but  Mr.  Mundy  has  a  very  confider- 
able eftate  lying  a  part  of  it  within  a  mile 
of  the  town,  of  which  none  rifes  fo  high 
as  30/.;  but  little  to  25  x.  and  is  upon  an 
average  tythc-free  at  16  J.  grafs  and  arable; 
notwithstanding  its  being  cut  by  turnpikes 
— clofe  to  market — and  alfo  to  manure  for 
purchafe ;  the  foil  exceeding  good.  All 
thefe  circumftanccs  confidered,  there  can- 
not be  a  doubt  of  the  value  being  a  guinea 
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an  acre,  for  all  fuch  land  within  three  or' 
four  miles  of  Derby,  I  fufpe&ed  their 
fields  being  under-let,  from  the  fnfficient 
crops  of  thirties  and  nettles  to  be  (een 
through  their  Ticheft  grafs;  5*.  an  acre 
more  rent,  would  prefentiy  wipe  out  fuch 
a  difgrace  to  their  management.  Their 
arable  inclofures  are  new  ones ;  and  they 
are  fo  capitally  ftupid  as  to  adhere  to  the 
old  courfc,  to  which  they  were  tied  down 
when  the  land  was  open  field  ;  that  is, 

1.  Fallow — 2.  Wheat — 3.  Beans  orPeafe; 
which  is  the  old  barbarous  ftory  that  has 
travelled  with  me  regularly  from  Bucking* 
bampiire.  I  will  venture  to  anert,  that 
they  could  not  have  pitched  upon  a  more 
unprofitable  courfe  for  inclofures.  The 
beans  are  fown  on  one  ploughing,  and 
never  receive  any  hoeing;  you  might  as 
well  recommend  an  Orrery  to  their  infpec- 
tion  as  a  hand-hoe ;  fame  turnips  are  fown, 
but  not  hoed.  With  this  management, 
they  are  able  to  pay  1 6  s.  an  acre  tylhe-frec  r 
at  which  I  muft  confefs  I  am  furprized,  for 
I  mould  cftcem  10;.  tied  down  to  fuch  a 
conduit,  a  very  high  rent.  J.ct  me  aflt 
any  modern  farmer  accuftomed  to  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  the  beft  husbandry,  whether  he  could 
not  pay  30  s.  an  acre  by  means  of  the  fol- 
lowing courfes,  much  eafier  than   16  j.  by 
that  of  the  Marion  farmers. 
1.  Turnips,  twice  3.  Clover 

completely  hand-       4.  Wheat  on  one 
hoed  ploughing. 

1.  Barley 

Alfi, 

1.  Beans,  thrice  3.  Clover 
completely  hoed          4.  Wheat  on  one 

2.  Barley  or  oats  ploughing. 
Never  any  fallow :    I  will  engage  that 

he  would  grow  rich  with  thefe  Gonrfttj 
at  30  /.  an  acre,  much  fooner  than  he 
would  get  50  /.  clear,  at  16  s.  an  acre,  with 
fallow,  wheat,  beans. 

But  is  it  not  furprizing  that  landlords 
will  overlook  their  inter  eft  (o  much,  as  to 
fit  down  contented  with  their  eftates  being 
fo  cultivated  ? 

They  {ay  their  tenants  are  blockheads — 
flovens — and  that  they  know  nothing  of 
their  buiiuds.  I  very  readily  fubfcribe  to 
the  whole ;  but  thefe  epithets  do  not  add' 

one  (hilling  to  their  rents nor  will  they 

extirpate  a  fingle  thiftle.  Let  them  raife 
their 
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their  rents  to  a  common  height,  fuppofing 
the  husbandry  good  :  if  the  farmers  chufe 
to  pay  it  from  their  prefent  culture,  it 
will  only  prove  that  the  rate  per  acre  is  ftill 
too  low.  If  they  do  not,  or  cannot,  then 
bring  farmers  from  other  countries  who 
know  what  hufbandry  is. 

"  But  the  world  will  clamour— we  fhall 
be  abufed  at  fuch  an  alehoufe— "-and  thought 
very  hardly  of  at  another." — Here  lies  the 
fact ;  and  to  do  thefe  very  moderate  gentle- 
men juftice,  I  allow  this  is  a  rational  plan, 
becaufe  they  do  not  lofe  the  money,  with- 
out (what  they  pleafe  to  think)  the  money's 
worth.  If  rents  were  raifed,  they  would 
have  hats  off  with  God  blefs  your  honour, 
but  twice  where  they  now  have  it  thrice: 
and  on  rent  day,  a  bow  6  inches  lower  than 
common  with  a  long  fcrape,  is  far  prefer- 
able to  a  blunt  entrance ;  and  then  it  founds 
very  prettily  in  riding  through  their  fields 
to  hear,  How  rare  a  landlord  the  fquire  fc% 
and  what  crowns  the  whole,  half  a  dozen 
tdnshta  meeting  at  a  hedge  alehoufe,  and 
nothing  difrefpccWul  to  their  landlord  pair- 
ing.    This  is  certainly  popularity ;  and  as 

Vol.  I.  M  great 
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great  minds  have  in  every  age  been  much 
flattered  by  ponefiing  it,    we  are   not  to 
wonder  that  landlords  find  it  more  capti- 
vating than  5  j.  fir  acteper  annum. 

In  this  cafe  we  often  fee  an  extravagant 
fon  of  White's  of  ten  times  more  ufe  to  his 
country  than  the  gentleman  of  regularity 
asxl  moderation :  his  rents  fly  with  the 
thee ;  down  he  comes  into  the  country,  and 
raifes  to  the  utmofl.  No  farmers  will  agree 
for  a  rent  they  cannot  pay,  they  are  too 
good  calculators  for  that — the  confequence 
is,  (hat  his  eRatc  is  Let  at  its  higheft  value  : 
this  is  but  another  word  for  good  husban- 
dry, for  that  which  is  bad  will  not  pay  great 
rents.  Thus  is  the  dice-box  in  this  inftance 
of  ten  times  more  value  to  the  nation  than 
the  fleeping,  dronifh  ftate  of  vegetation  " 
in  which  fo  many  landlords  are  content  to 
drawl  on,  and  not  raife  rents,  becaufe  their 
grandmothers  did  not. 

Mr.  Mundty  has  been  very  curious  in  his 
breed  cf  cattle;  he  has  fold  cows  at  25/. 
apiece  ;  and  has  at  prefent  feveral  head  of 
valuable  cattle ;  but  he  remarks,  that  thia 
curious  breed  is  by  no  means  favourable  to 
milking. 
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milking,  4  •';  gallons  per  day  being  the  ut- 
moft  he  has  arrived  at. 

I  fliould  give  the  farmers  of  this  neighbour- 
hood credit  for  three  circumftances :  they 
bay  dung,  &c.  at  Derby  at  2  s.  6  J.  or  3  s. 
a  load  ;  they  form  comports  of  lime  and 
earth  for  grafs  lands ;  and  a  fpiky  roller  is  a 
common  implement  among  them. 

For  the  following  particulars  of  the  huf- 
bandry  about  RaSourn.,  the  feat  of  Colonel 
Pole,  I  am  indebted  to  that  gentleman,  who 
took  every  meafure  for  procuring  me  the 
beft  intelligence. 

The  foil  is  a  fine  rich  mellow  clay,  either 
red  or  black;  falls  in  the  weather  in  fuch 
a  degree  as  to  Ihew  that  it  is  not  too  adhe- 
five;  and  from  the  vaft  crops  of  thirties 
yielded  by  it,  on  the  fallows,  we  may  be 
clear  in  its  fertility. 

Farms  rife  from  20/.  to  150/.  a  year, 
but  generally  from  70  to  too/.  The 
courfes  of  crops  are, 

1.  Fallow — 2.  Wheat — 3.  B^ans. 

1.  Fallow— 2.  Barley — 3.  Beans. 


M  z 
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Likewifcy 

i.  Fallow  3.  Clover,  2  year* 

2.  Barley  on  ftrong  land. 

And, 

I.  Fallow — 2.  Wheat— 3.  Oats  or  peafe. 

They  plough  four  times  for  wheat,  fow  2 
bufhels,  and  gain  23  on  an  average.  For 
barley  they  give  the  fame  tillage,  fow  4 
bufhels  before  Lady-dayy  and  gain  5  ^  quar- 
ters on  an  average.  They  ftir  but  once  for 
oats ;  fow  4 1  bufhels ;  and  reckon  the 
mean  crop  at  6  quarters. 

They  plough  but  once  for  beans,  fow  4 
bufhels  an  acre,  never  hoe  them;  the  crop- 
3  t  quarters. 

They  fow  a  few  turnips,  but,  (hame  be 
unto  them,  never  ufe  a  hoe. 

In  refpeft  to  manuring,  it  is  at  a  very 
low  pafs ;  they  never  fold  their  fiieep,  know 
nothing  of  chopping  ftubbles,  and  ftack 
mofl  of  their  hay  about  the  fields ;  with 
fuch  management  it  is  impoifible  that  the 
farm-yard  fhould  yield  any  thing  confider- 
ablc.  Lime  they  feem  moft  to  depend  upon, 
they  lay  from  2  to  3  waggon  loads  an  acre, 
at  14J.  a  load  the  coft,  and  15 s.  carriage; 
fo 
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To  that  the  total  expence  is  about  3/.  10/. 
or  4/.  per  acre.     It  lafts  good  7  or  8  years. 

Draining  is  very  little  known. 

The  hedges  are  done  in  the  plafliing 
method,  and  fomeof  them  neatly,  but  their 
ditches  are  contemptible. 

Good  grafs  lets  ai  16/.  an  acre,  and  as 
the  tenant  pays  taxes,  it  amounts  to  near 
10s.  They  apply  it  to  mowing,  grazingi 
milking,  and  horfes. 

My  information  ran  that  2  ^  °r  3  acres  are 
neceflary  for  feeding  a  cow  through  fum- 
mer  ;  but  this  is  exaggerated  ;  I  know  from 
viewing  the  fields  that  no  fuch  quantity  is 
requiiite.  The  breed  of  cattle  is  all  the 
long-horned  Lancafhire.  The  average  quan- 
tity of  milk  about  2  gallons. 

The  profit  of  a  good  cow  they  lay  as  fol- 
lows : 

1  Cow,  3  ewt.  cheefe,  at  30/.      4  10     o 

Butter,         -  -  -  o   10     o 

Calf,  -  -  -  070 


Per  cow, 


£•5     7 


In  the  breeding  way,  they  ufually  rear  by 

turuiog  cow  and  calf  to  grafs  together ;  but 

M  3  thef 
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they  put  two  calves  to  one  cow.  The  value 
of  ox  hides  vary,  but  are  generally  at  3  d.  £ 
a  pound.  Colonel  Pole  has  fold  them  of 
1S4//'.  being  2/.  14J.  Sd. 

The  flocks  of  fheep  are  inconfiderable ; 
the  profit  they  reckon  at  3*.  lamb,  and  is. 
6  d.  wool :  but  they  keep  them  in  winter  on 
grafs  alone.  The  weight  of  the  fleeces, 
from  2  f  to  6  lb.  Refpe&ing  the  rot,  it  is 
here  obferved,  that  limeftone  rots  much ;  it. 
is  aflerted  politively,  that  you  may  make 
any  land  rot  weep  by  liming  it :  they  have 
{heep  fomet'imes  rotted  at  home ;  the  land 
perfectly  free  from  fprings. 

In  their  tillage  they  ufe  5  horfes  in  a 
plough ;  do  3  rood  a  day,  about  4  inches 
deep:  the  hiring  price  ys.  an  acre.  The 
annual  expence  of  a  horfe  they  reckon  at 
about  9/.  Cutting  ftraw  into  chaff  is  very 
well  known.  They  never  break  up  their 
ftubbles  till  after  fpring  fovving,  and  ufe 
only  fwing  ploughs  ;  rather  too  heavy,  but 
of  a  better  conftru£r.ion  than  many  in  the 
kingdom. 

In  the  hiring  farms,  they  reckon  four 
rents  neceflary  to  ftock. 

I  Land 
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Land  fells  at  from  35  to  40  years  pur- 

<hafe. 

Tythes  are  compounded  per  acre ;  wheat 

pays  5  j.  barley  5  s.  oats  2  J.  6  d.  grafs  is.  2d. 
Poor  rates  9  d.  in   the  pound  ;    the  em- 
ployment  fpinning   flax :    All    drink    tea 

twice  a  day.     The  farmers  carry  their  coro 

11  or  12  miles. 

LABOUR. 

In  harveft,   1  s.  id.  and  board. 

In  hay-time,  the  fame. 

In  winter,    is.  and  beer. 

Reaping  wheat,  7 s.  to  8  J* 

Mowing  barley  and  oats,  1  s.  6  d. 

'  grafs,   is.  6d.  and  beer. 

Ditching,  7  d.  a  rood. 

Thrcfliing  wheat,  is. 

■  ■    ■   - — ■  barley,   is.  bd. 

■  oats,   I  s. 

■— ■  -  peafe,  1  s.  to  1  /.  2  d. 

Amount  of  a  year's  earnings,   17/. 
The  rife  of  labour  half  in  twenty  years^ 
Head-man's  wages,  9/.  to  10/. 

Next  ditto,  7/. 

Lad's,  4/. 

Maid's,  4/. 

Women  per  day  in  harveft,  u.  and  beer. 

M  4  Women. 
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Women  per  day,  in  hay-time,  8  d.  and  beer. 
■'.    ,■  >  in  winter,  8</. 

IMPLEMENTS, 

* 

A  waggon,  20/. 

A  cart,  8  /. 

A  plough  complete,  1  /.  1  x, 

A  pair  of  harrows,  1  /.  1  /. 

A  roller,  7  s.  to  8  s. 

Harnefs  per  horfe,  3  /. 

Laying  a  {hare,  8  d. 


ouucr,   0 1 

*. 

PROVISIONS. 

■  • 

Bread, 

• 

per  lb. 

• 

Cheefe, 

- 

4 

Butter, 

-      . 

6 

Beef, 

- 

3i 

Mutton, 

- 

3i 

Veal, 

- 

3 

Bacon, 

- 

6 

Milk, 

r 

0  4.  d.  a  pint. 

Potatoes, 

- 

6  </.  a  peck. 

Candles, 

- 

6     a#. 

Soap, 

- 

6     ditto. 

Labourer' 

3  houfe-rent,  20  s.  to  40x4 

,  ■ 

-  firing,  1 

/.   10  X. 

•- 

-  tools,  7 

1 

x.  6d. 

BUILD 

' 
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BUILDING. 

Bricks  per  1000,  121. 

Tiles,  1 6  j. 

Oak^tr  foot,  I  j.  4</. 

to  u.  8</, 

A£h,   is.  ^d. 

Elm,   i  j. 

A  carpenter  a  day,   I  j 

.  4//,  and  board. 

A  mafon,  ditto. 

A  thatcher,   i  s.  and  board. 

The  jfollowing  are 

particulars  of  farms. 

£.  too  Rent 

7  Oats 

io  Horfes 

20  Peafe  and  beans 

27  Cows 

20  Fallow 

jo  Young  cattle 

3  Men 

40  Sheep 

1  Maid 

j  2  Acres  of  wheat 

2  Labourers, 

6  Barley 

Another  : 

6  Horfes 

5  Barley 

20  Cows 

8  Oats 

io  Young  cattle 

8  Peafeandbeans 

50  Sheep 

1  Boy 

5  Acres  of  wheat 

1  Maid. 

Another : 

£.  240  Rent 

100  Sheep 

12  Horfes 

20  Acres  of  wheat 

50  Cows 

30  Oats 

40  Young  cattle 

20  Pcafeandbeans 

1 

10  ft&ro 
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10  Fallow  2  Maids 

o  Men  6  Labourers. 

i  Boy 
Colonel  Pole  *  has  been  for  fome  yeax3 
attentive  to  his  breed  of  cattle :  he  keeps 
only  the  fine  Lancajhire  long  horned  kind, 
of  which  he  has  fome  cows,  and  young 
cattle  of  his  own  breeding  that  do  him  cre- 
dit) 


*  Radbuiw,  the  feat  of  that  gentleman,  is 
very  beautifully  fitu.itt.-d  on  one  of  the  higheft 
grounds  in  the  fouth  parts  of  Derbsjhire  -,  com- 
manding very  extenfive  views  into  Leicejier- 
Jhir.e,  iPanvickfoirc,  Staffordfuire,  Cbejhire^  &c. 
and  from  being  well  flickered  by  plantations, 
and  very  fine  woods,  it  is  not  at  all  bleak.  The 
houfe  is  an  excellent  living  one;  remarkably 
well  contrived  ;  as  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing difpofition  of  the  apartments.  The  body 
of  the  houfe,  exclufive  of  offices,  forms  an  ob- 
long of  90  feet  by  65. 

The  hall  (A)  is  37  feet  by  30,  and  19  high;  op- 
pofite  the  door  are  four  Ionic  pillars,  which  reduce 
iheareatogofquare.  It  is  neatly  fitted  up  inftucco. 

It  opens  on  the  left  into  a  breakfail  room  (B), 
a  5  by  201  and  on  the  right  into  the  library  (C), 
of  the  fame  dimenfions  1  thefe  three  rooms  form- 
ing one  fide  of  the  houfe. 

The  hall  in  front  opens  into  the  falonn  (D) 

or  dining-room,   35  by  23,  and  that  to  the  left 

jnto  a  drawing  room  (E)  22  ■[-  by  2o{:   on  the 

right 
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^it;  he  keeps  the  cow  calves  for  ftock,  and 
the  others  for  oxen  to  fat,  of  which  he  ha& 
generally  ievcral  that  are  very  fine;  but  he 
finds  that  this  breed,  fo  much  valued  at 
prefent,  is  by  no  means  favourable  to  the 
dairy,  for  the  quantity  of  milk  given  by 
the  fineft  cows  is  very  trifling.  I  mull 
here 


right  it  opens  into  Mrs.  Pole's  drelTing-room 
(F),  of  the  lame  fize. 

The  (pace*  on  the  left  fide,  between  the  draw- 
ing-room and  breakf aft- room,  is  occupied  with 
the  principal  ftair-cafe  (G),  the  area  27  by  15; 
and  that  on  the  other  fide  between  the  library 
and  the  d  re  fling  room,  by  aback  ftair-cafe  (H)i 
and  a  bed-chamber  (I),  12  i  by  154.  From 
hence  it  appears  that  the  difpofition  of  the  rooms 

renders  the  houfe  perfectly  convenient: the 

hall  communicates  with  every  room  on  the  floor. 
The  bed-chamber  opens  on  one  fide  to  the  drefl"- 
ing-room,  and  on  the  other  to  the  rtudy-,  and 
the  former  alio  to  the  dining-room,  ami  fo  to 
the  drawing-room. 

The  communication  with  the  offices  is  by  the 
back-ftairs,  which  are  cloi'e  to  the  dining-room  y 
and  the  drelTing-room  opens  by  a  corridor  at  * 
(o  lervants  chambers,  &c.  &c.  The  annexed 
plan  will  fhew  this  clearly  -,  1  infert  it  for  the 
ufe  of  thole  who  are  at  a  lofs  in  the  contriving 
new  houfes  -,  which  may  often  be  fuppofed  the  cafe, 
from  the  numbers  we  lee  that  arc  full  of  fault*. 
See  Plate  1 1. 
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here  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  the  Colo- 
nel's wheat  crop  was  as  fine  as  any  I  faw 
in  that  part  of  Derbyjhire^  and  much  better 
than  his  neighbours  :  He  is  preparing  for 
4  acres  of  cabbages  by  much  tillage  and 
plenty  of  manure ;  and  is  determined  to 
take  every  means  for  extirpating  ant-hills 
and  thirties,  not  only  from  his  own  fields, 
but  alfo  from  his  tenants  *. 

At  Longford'm  this  neighbourhood,  the  feat 

ofWenman  Cooke,  efq;  I  had  the  uncommon 

fatis- 


*  It  was  an  obfervation  made  in  the  taft  century, 
that  the  attention  given  to  hufbandry  by  the  officers 
who  hud  ied  fo  active  a  life  during  the  civil  wars,  was 
what  advanced  the  hufbandry  of  this  kingdom  in  an 
uncommon  manner:  fomething  of  this  is  obfcrvable 
in  many  military  gentlemen,  who  madeaconfpicuous 
figure  in  the  late  glorious  war.  A  country  life  of  idle- 
nefs  ill  fucceeds  the  hurry  and  fpirit  of  fo  many  cam- 
paigns; no  employment  more  proper  than  hufbandry, 
which  in  all  ages  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  heroes. 
Colonel  Pelt  is  an  honourable  inftance  of  a  change 
from  war  to  agriculture ;  he  has  long  trod,  the  field  of 
Mars  with  fpirit :  I  have  little  doubt  but  he  will  now 
facrifice  to  Cere i  with  equal  ardour.     Six  campaigns 

in  Flanders; fix  more  in   Germany: fhut  up 

withLordBWfB^inthecaftleof  St.  Phillip's,  and  pre- 
fent  in  the  fupprelEon  of  the  rebellion  of  1745-  -— 
have  been  to  this  galant  officer  hot  fcenes  of  action  : 
Shot  through  the  head  at  Fentenny  ;  and  twice  wounded 
on  the  plains  of  Miiiden,  have  left  him  the  honourable 
marks  of  bravery  exerted  in  the  fcrvice  of  his  country. 


lansf 
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latisfaftion  of  feeing  a  team  of  oxen  in  har- 
nefs.  That  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the 
mod  fpirited  farmers  in  Derbyfiire^  is  the 
firft  who  has  drawn  them  in  this  manner  ; 
he  ufes  fixteen  ;  and  finds  that  they  draw 
with  much  greater  power  than  in  yoaks,. 
the  method  in  which  he  firft  tried  them ; 
they  move  much  fatter,  and  are  more  handy 
and  convenient :  he  executes  all  his  plough- 
ing and  home  carting  with  them,  at  much 
lefs  expence  than  the  fame  could  be  per- 
formed by  horfes,  or  by  oxen  in  yoaks  :  a 
ftriking  proof  of  this,  is  his  ploughing  as 
much  land  in  a  day  with  3  oxen,  as  the 
farmers  do  with  4  or  5  horfes  ;  a  difpro- 
portion  fo  amazingly  great  that  it  decides 
the  point  at  once,  and  in  the  cleared  man- 
ner. He  feeds  them  in  fummer  on  grafs 
alone  ;  and  in  winter  on  ftraw,  on  which 
he  works  them  moderately ;  but  if  hard, 
then  they  have  hay,  or  fome  turnips.  The 
harnefs  is  much  the  fame  as  that  for  horfes, 
excepting  the  collars  opening  to  be  buckled 
on,  and  alfo  to  their  being  worn  in  the  con- 
trary manner  to  horfes,  that  is,  the  narrow 
end  of  the  collars  which  open,  being  down- 
wards,— and  as  the  chains  are  fattened  to 
them 
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them  in  the  fame  direction  as  in  horfe  har- 
nefs,  the  beafts  of  courfe  draw  much  higher 
than  horfes  :  the  line  of  the  chains  is  almoft 
up  to  their  backs;  but  much  above  the 
cheft ;  this  variation  Mr.  Cooke  thinks 
neceffary  from  the  different  fhape  of  horfes 
and  oxen;  and  it  is  a  circum  fiance  deferv- 
ing  attention  from  all  who  may  be  inclined 
to  follow  this  very  ufeful  example.  I  faw 
a  team  drawing  a  heavy  load  of  bricks ; 
and  obferved  that  not  one  horfe  team  in  ten 
out-walked  them.  The  drivers  allured  me 
that  they  worked  much  better  than  yoaked, 
drawed  a  greater  weight,  and  were  far  more 
eafily  managed.  One  great  benefit  of  this 
method,  exclufive  of  the  increafed  power, 
Is  the  placing  them  in  a  fingle  line  inftead 
of  a  double  one,  which  in  fome  forts  of 
ploughing  is  extremely  ufeful :  Indeed,  in 
general,  the  nearer  the  team  is  totheweight, 
the  greater  its  power ;  but  this  is  not  the 
cafe  with  oxen  yoaked,  owing  merely  to 
that  aukward  untoward  way  of  drawing ; 
for  it  is  well  known  to  all  ox  drivers,  that 
the  beafts  cannot  exert  their  full  force,  from 
the  inequality  between  the  couples,  as  it  is 
common  for  one  beaft  to  make  its  fellow 
draw 
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draw  all ;  an  inconvenience  totally  removed 
in  Mr.  Cooke's  method. 

I  cannot  but  earneftly  recommend  this 
very  great  improvement  to  all  who  are  de- 
firous  of  working  oxen  ;  and  particularly  to 
thofe  who  imagine,  but  faliely,  that  they 
cannot  move  as  faft  as  horfes ;  that  they 
cannot  draw  an  equal  weight — and  that  in 
ploughing  they  trample  the  land  more.  All 
which  ideas,  however  true  they  might  be  in 
refpect  to  the  yoaks,  are  undoubted  mil- 
takes  if  applied  to  the  harnefled  beads.— 
Mr.  Cooke  deferves  much  of  his  country  for 
the  introduclion  of  fo  excellent  a  method; 
which  I  fhould  apprehend  fufliuent  with 
unprejudiced  perfons  to  give  the  preference 
to  oxen,  notwithstanding  all  the  common 
ideas  in  favour  of  horfes. 

Mr.  Cooke  has  built  a  very  convenient 
farm-yard ;  and  offices  of  all  forts  for  win- 1 
tering  cattle:  there  are  feveral  divisions  in 
it  for  different  forts  j  all  furrounded  with 
open  (heds,  under  which  they  have  their 
hay,  or  turnips ;  and  in  the  area  flraw  is 
given  in  cribs  :  by  thefc  means  the  quantity 
of  manure  raifed  is  very  great.  His  con- 
veniences for  hogs  are  alio  very  ufeful ;  a 
flrcarr 
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ftream  conftantly  runs  thro'  the  flies ;  and 
the  meat  is  given  thro'  the  wall,  without 
going  in  among  them,  from  a  ciftern  at 
one  end  of  the  outward  yard. 

There  is  one  circumftance  worthy  the 
obfervation  of  all  who  build  farm-yards  ; 
and  which  does  not  feem  to  have  been  per- 
fectly attended  to  in  the  contrivance  of  this : 
all  the  divifions  are  on  one  dope,  for  car- 
rying off  all  water  :  but  the*  urine  of  cattle 
is  the  mod  valuable  part  of  their  manure; 
rain  will  always  prevent  the  keeping  it 
among  the  dung ;  becaufc  the  refervoir  will 
run  over ;  but  a  yard  mould  always  have  a 
flope  to  the  middle  to  retain  much,  and  the 
overflowings  mould  be  conducted  to  a  well, 
to  be  pumped  at  pleafure  on  to  a  large  com- 
poft  within  the  reach  of  a  long  trough  turn- 
ing under  the  mouth  of  a  pump  on  a  pivot. 
Conducting  it  by  a  kennel  to  a  pafture  to 
overflow  it  is  very  infurRcient,  for  parts  of 
fuch  pafture  will  have  ten  times  too  much, 
other  parts  too  little,  and  fotne  none  at  all. 
It  is  a  very  good  way  to  accelerate  the  pu- 
trefaction of  the  yard  dung  to  have  one  well 
within  reach  of  the  compoft  in  the  middle 
of  the  yard  fo  as,  at  pleafure,  to  throw  it 
back 
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back  through  the  mafs  of  dung;  this  will 
very  much  quicken  the  rotting;  and  it  will 
be  better  Hill,  if  a  layer  of  marie  or  turf 
be  fpread  in  the  yard  in  autumn. — I  may 
alfo  remark  that  the  attention  to  the  cleanli- 
nefs  of  the  hog-ftics,  of  carrying  a  ftream 
through  them,  waihcs  away  the  beft  part  of 
their  manure ;  they  may  by  plenty  of  ftraw 
be  kept  clean  without  it. 

Mr.  Cooke  has  given  much  attention  to 
the  introduction  of  the  Norfolk  hufbandry 
in  Derbyfnire ;  and  particularly  to  the  cul- 
ture of  turnips,  with  proper  hoeing :  this 
very  important  object,  he  has  taken  the 
proper  method  to  render  general ;  he  prac- 
tifes  ithimfelf:  fows  large  quantities,  and 
hand-hoes  them  perfectly,  which  is  a  (broke 
much  beyond  the  fanners  of  this  part  of 
DerbyJJjire :  but  the  vaft  benefit  this  root  is 
of  to  their  landlords,  cannot  fail  of  opening 
their  eyes  by  degrees. 

The  forming  comports  tliis  gentleman 
attends  particularly  to ;  he  carts  lime  and 
farm-yard  dung  into  his  marie  pits,  and 
there  mixes  them  with  marie ;  and  after- 
wards fpreads  the  heap  on  his  grafs  land  ; 
from  which  he  finds  great  benefit :  but  I 
Vol.  I.  N  Ihould 
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fhould  obferve,  that  the  excellence  refult* 
principally  from  the  dung  and  lime  ;  for  as 
to  the  red  loam,  here  complimented  with 
the  title  of  marie,  it  is  a  mere  loam :  it  has 
none  of  the  qualities  of  marie ;  has  not  the 
leaft  effervefcence  with  acids,  and  does  not 
crack  or  fparkle,  when  thrown  into  the  fire : 
not  having  fyrup  of  violets,  I  did  not  try  it 
in  the  changing  of  colour :  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly mere  loam. 

Mr.  Cooke  merits  much  of  his  country 
from  his  conftant  attention  to  thefe  matters  j 
which  cannot  fail  of  having  by  degrees  a 
beneficial  influence  on  the  hulbandry  of 
Dcrhyjhsre. 

Sir  Robert  Burdet,  at  Formark  *  fouth  of 

trcnt.,  has  made  feme  experiments  in  hut- 

bandry 


*  Sir  Robert  has  lately  built  a  large  houfe  at 
that  place:  It  is  an  oblong;  the  corners  projec- 
ting enough  to  form  bow  windows,  and  are 
domed:  in  the  center  of  the  principal  front,  is  a 
portico  fupported  by  four  Ionic  pillars.  It  com- 
mands an  exteniive  profpeft  over  the  vale  through 
which  the  Trent  runs-,  and  being  well  united 
with  ibme  fine  woods,  has  a  good  effect,  The 
back  front  (which  is  very  light  and  handfome) 
looks  on  fome  hanging  hills  crownRl  by  dift; 

plantations •, 
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bandry  that  deferve  attention  :  He  laft  year 
planted  a  rood  of  cabbages,  on  a  rich  gra- 
velly loam,  perfe&ly  well  manured  with 
lime  and  dung,  and  dug  2  fpits  deep.  They 
were  fet  the  firft  week  in  April;  in  fquarea 
three  feet  every  way ;  and  kept  quite  free 
from  weeds  by  hand-hoeing :  they  came  to 
a  very  large  fize,  many  of  them  to  50  lb. 
and  in  general  from  30  to  40$.  The  ufe 
of  them  proved  the  immenfe  quantity.  In 
Qtiofcr 


plantations-,  fome  of  them  are  young,  but  in  a 
few  years  will  fhew  themfelves  to  great  advantage. 
The  hall  is  52  feet  by  26.  It  opens  on  one  fide 
into  the  principal  apartments ;  confiding  of  a 
dining-room,  30  by  21 ;  a  drawing-room,  28  by 
21 1  and  another,  34  by  21 :  on  this  fide  of  the 
hall  is  likewile  the  great  ftair-cate.  Thefe  rooms 
are  handfomcly  fitted  up :  the  chimney-pieces 

very   elegant. On    the  other  fide,    the  hall 

opens  into  the  common  parlour,  30  by  20,  and 
that  into  the  library,  20  fquare.  Here  is  a  very 
good  picture  of  the  Holy  Family  of  the  fchoolof 
Raphael \  the  colours  are  brilliant;  the  group 
good;  and  the  air  of  the  old  man's  head  fine. 
Alio  fome  Dutch  pieces  ;  the  attitudes  in  whidi 
are  very  natural.  It  communicates  wkh  the 
bed-chamber  of  the  fame  dimenfions ;  and  that 
opens  into  the  lady's  drefling-room,  20  by  21, 
united  on  the  other  fide  to  the  hall  by  an  anti- 
room,   12  by  10,  adjoining  to  which  is  another 
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08ober  he  began  to  cut  them  for  eight 
large  oxen,  that  had  been  fatting  through 
the  fummer ;  they  were  given  in  a  grafs 
field,  but  fo  bare  of  food  that  the  cabbages 
were  the  only  fiibfiftence  ;  they  Iafted  them, 
two  months ;  nor  did  ever  beafts  finifii  their 
fatting  quicker  or  better.  Some  fheep  were 
put  to  them,  but  they  did  not  like  them, 
however,  being  afterwards  put  into  the  cab- 
bage inclofure,  they  cat  the  fcattered  leaves 
clean, 


cliffs  i 


ftair-cafe.  The  family  apartment  is  therefore 
diftinet  on  one  fide  the  hall,  and  perfectly  well 
contrived  for  convenience  -,  and  the  principal  fuite 
of  rooms  on  the  other.  The  height  of  all  the  floors 
1 6  feet :  over  it  are  eight  bed-chambers,  20 
fcjuare. 

The  pleafure  ground  (which  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted} is  very  beautiful.  A  winding  walk  leads 
from  the  hcufe  through  a  wood  of  very  fine 
oaks,  down  a  falling  valley  to  the  banks  of  the 
Trent,  and  turns  up  a  cliff  of  rock  and  wood, 
which  is  one  of  the  greateft  curiofmes  in  this 
country  j  the  river  has  nowhere  fo  bold  and  ro- 
mantic a  more.  The  rocks  are  perpendicular 
and  of  a  good  height,  and  the  intermixture  of 
Wood  extremely  romantic ;  hanging  over  the 
"-  fome  places  in  a  linking  manner,  and 


almofl:  overfhadowing  the  water.     The  walk  is 

to  be  conducted  along  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 

and  will  look  down  on  the  river  winding  beneath, 

3  through 
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clean,  and  pared  away  the  very  ftalks  down 
to   the   ground.     We    may  calculate    the 
value  of  the  crop  as  follows  : 
8  oxen,  at  3  s.  per  head,  per  week,   9  12     o 
Suppofc  the  {heep         -         -050 

Total,  -  -  {.9   17     o 

Which  is  per  acre,       -       -      £.  39  8     o 


The  vaftnefs  of  the  produce  made  me 

very  folicitous  to  know  the  fort ;  it  is  the 

great 


through  the  fcattered  wood  in  a  very  fine  ftilr-  : 
a  noble  profpect  of  the  furrounding  country  well 
diverfified  by  villages,  will  break  upon  the  eye 
through  natural  openings  among  die  trees.  It 
is  to  run  quite  through  this  woody  precipice, 
and  leading  along  a  vale  at  the  end  of  it  thickly 
planted  -,  will  then  mount  a  bold  hill  free  of 
rocks,  and  wind  thro'  a  plantation  thick  enough 
to  exclude  the  view  of -the  river,  &c.  until  it 
arrives  at  the  fummit,  which  is  a  very  fine  pro- 
jection -t  here  it  will  open  at  once  from  the  dark 
wood  into  a  temple,  inftar.tiy  commanding,  as 
by  enchantment,  one  of  the  neheft  views  in  the 
world.  Beneath  you  at  a  great  depth,  the  Trent 
makes  a  very  bold  fweep,  and  winding  through 
the  valley,  all  richly  inclofed,  and  of  a  fine  ver- 
dure, it  appears  at  different  fpots  in  the  moft 
pleafing  manner.  To  the  left  you  command  a 
fine  bend  of  it,  which  leads  to  3  village  with  a 
N  3  white 


rS2    THE   FARMER'S   TOUR 

great  North  American  cabbage.  Sir  Robertas 
crop  was  not  near  equal  to  feveral  others 
which  he  named ;  who  had  them  in  com- 
mon up  to  60,  65,  and  even  yolb.  weight 
per  cabbage.  Among  others,  he  mentioned 
Mr.  Milner,  of  Seckington,  JVarwickpjire, 
and  I  heard  a  fimilar  account  in  Northamp- 
tonfjire.  Sir  Robert  has  this  year  planted 
the  fame  rood  again  with  them ;  which  I 
viewed,  nor  do  I  ever  remember  to  have 
feen  fuch  plants  ;  they  were  (the  firft  week 
in  July  J  quite  joined,  and  fome  of  them  fo 
enorrnoufly  large,  and  fpreading  in  immenfe 
leaves,  that  they  extended  near  6  feet  over ; 
nor  has  he  any  doubt  of  many  coming  to 
70  lb. ;  which,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
plants,  I  do  not  think  improbable.  What 
an  acquifition  will  this  plant  prove  in  huf- 
bandry,  to  yield  fo  aftonifhing  a  quantity 

of  food ! But  I  mould  here  remark,  that 

thefe 


white  church  rifing  from  the  midft  of  it :  and  at 
fome  diftance  beyond,  it  again  is  caught  among 
the  inclofures,  beautifully  fringed  with  trees  and 
hedge-rows.  You  alfo  look  back  on  the  rocky 
fteep  of  wood,  rifing  picturefqucly  from  the 
water's  edge.  There  are  few  views  finer  than 
this ;  from  hence,  the  plantations  unite  with 
ochers  that  conducf  you  again  to  the  houfe. 
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thefe  very  large  cabbages  were  all  in  perfec- 
tion the  beginning  of  October ;  nor  will  any 
of  the  crop  lad  longer  than  "January.  This 
in  all  probability  is  owing  to  being  planted 
fo  early  as  April;  if  fet  at  Midjutnmer^  it 
would  then  be  feen  how  late  in  the  fpring 
they  could  be  had  :  of  the  Scotch  fort,  the 
crops  on  fine  land  are  nearly  equal ;  if  fo 
with  the  North  American^  the  acquifition 
will  be  yet  greater.  Sir  Robert  intends 
trying  this  point. 

In  his  breed  of  cattle,  Sir  Robert  Burdet 
is  very  curious.  His  flieep  are  much  finer 
than  any  I  faw  in  this  country  :  he  gave  20 
guineas  for  the  hire  of  a  ram  for  only  36 
ewes ;  and  has  by  that  means  gained  a  very 
fine  breed  ;  he  has  a  ram  got  by  him,  which 
will  enfurehim  an  excellent  breed  in  future. 

His  cows  are  all  of  the  pollard  fort,  that 
is,  without  horns ;  which  breed  he  chofe, 
to  fave  the  plantations  :  they  arc  very  fine 
cows,  and  the  pollard  bull  the  fineft  I 
remember  to  have  feen :  But  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  this  breed  docs  not  give  the 
quantity  of  milk  as  the  Lancajhire  Jong 
horns  :  Sir  Robert  has  one  of  the  latter 
which  yields  more  than  any  of  the  pollards ; 
N  4  4!  gal- 
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4  *  gallons  a  day  are  the  higheft  quantity 

of  this  particular  cow. 

Here  let  me  obferve,  that  the  quantity 
of  milk  given  by  thefe  fine  cows,  of  what- 
ever breed,  is  a  real  fat  ire  on  breedi  for  a 
dairy.  I  had  cows  in  Suffolk.,  not  worth 
5/.  a  head,  that  gave  four  gallons  a  meal, 
that  is,  8  a  day,  regularly  through  the 
height  of  the  feafon ;  and  4 1  are  here 
reckoned  extraordinary.  It  is  evident  that 
improving  the  breed  for  fattening  and  hides, 
is  mifchievous  tomilking.  Anda  veryfhrong 
corroborating  circumftance  is  the  well  known 
fact  in  Cbejbire^  that  a  crofs  by  a  Lancajhire 
hull  is  hurtful  to  their  dairies.  The  Chefi/tn; 
breed  is  much  like  the  Suffolk  ;  a  very  poor 
ill  looking  cow,  but  great  milkers. 

Sir  Robert  is  very  curious  in  his  fences ; 
they  are  all  of  white  thorn  dipt,  and  fea- 
thered clofe  to  the  ground. 

Refpe£ting  the  common  hufhandry  of 
this  neighbourhood,  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  farmers  far  exceed  thofe  abovemen- 
tioned,   about  Radburn  and  Marfan :  and 

that  in  many  effential  particulars. One 

would  almoft  think  that  croffing  the  Trent 
lead  into  a  different  country,  from  the  va- 
riation 
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nation  in  hufbandry.  The  meadows  let  at 
20J.  an  acre :  all  other  inclofures  at  15  j. 
on  an  average.  Farms  from  80/.  to  200/ 
a  year.     Thecourfe  of  crops  is  excellent. 

1.  Turnips  3.  Clover 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 
There  cannot   be  a  better  for  a  found 

loam,  that  is  dry  enough  for  turnips  :  that 
crop  is  worth  upon  a  medium  50  /.  an  acre. 
The  barley  yields  5  quarters  an  acre ;  the 
elover  is  worth  ^l.per  acre ;  and  the  wheat 
produces  3  quarters.  Thcfe  circumftances 
all  prove  the  goodnefc  both  of  land  and  huf- 
bandry ;  let  me  form  a  flight  calculation 
from  thefe  data. 


Expcnces  of  an  acre  of  land  through 

the  courfe. 

5    Ploughings   for    turnips, 

at  5'-             -        -        -     £ 

.150 

3  harrowings,         -         - 

0     1     6 

Seed  and  fowing,         - 

010 

Hand-hoeing, 

076 

1   15     0 

Rent,         - 

0  15     0 

Town  charges,         *■ 

020 

2  12     0 
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Barley. 

%  ploughing*, 

iC-o 

10 

O 

Harrowing,        - 

-       o 

I 

o 

Seed  and  fowmg, 

.  o 

8 

3 

Mowing  and  harvefting, 

o 

4 

6 

Threfhing, 

o 

5 

o 

I 

8 

9 

Rent,        •        •        » 

-        o 

i5 

o 

Town  charges,        -        « 

m       O 

2 

o 

5    9 


«*■«■ 


Clover. 

Seed  and  fowing,        -        •*  053 

Mowing,  making,  and  Hacking,  050 

Rent  and  town  charges,        -  017    o 


• 

*    7 

3 

Wheat.  .. 

r  ploughing,        - 

0    6 

O 

Harrowing,        -        »        • 

0     1 

6 

Seed  and  (owing, 

0  10 

3 

▼▼  ceding,         »         -.          • 

0     1 

6 

Reaping,        -        -      -       - 

0    6 

0 

Harvefting, 

0    1 

0 

Threfhing,        •        •  "       •* 

0    6 

0 

Carryover,  i  13    3 
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Brought  over,  113     3 

Rent  and  town  charges,       -        017    o 


- 

2    IO 

3 

Turnips,        -         ■» 
Barley,        - 
Clover,        - 
Wheat,         - 
Add  for  manuring, 

2    12 

2    5 

1  7 

2  IO 

2      O 

0 

9 
3 

3 

0 

Total, 

IO    15 

3 

Produce. 

Turnips,         -         -          -  2  10     o 

Barley,  5  quarters,  at  16/.  -  4  o  o 
Gover,  the  proportion  of  4  loads 

hay,        -        -  6     o    o 

Wheat,        -        -        -  -600 

gtraw  and  chaff  of  wheat  and 

barley,  100 


19  10  o 

Deduct  expences,  10  15  3 

Remain  profit,        -        -         8  14  9 

Or,  per  arm,  £.  2     3  8 
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So  that  the  occupier  of  ioo  acres,  makes 
neat  per  annum  21&/.  Sir  Robert  Burdet 
is  of  opinion,  that  thefe  men  pay  the 
titmoft  the  land  is  worth. 

If  it  is  faid,  that  according  to  this  account 
the  farmers  muft  make  fortunes  :■  No  j 
I  reply  :  here  is  fuch  a  prejudice  for  little 
paltry  farms,  that,  let  the  foil  or  culture 
be  ever  fo  good,  flill  they  muft  be  poor- 
How  is  a  farmer  of  50/,  or  80/.  a  year  to 
grow  rich  ?  Suppofe  they  do  not  make  fa 
much ;  this  only  proves  that  the  farms  arc 
too  (mail,  and  that  larger,  farmers  (that  is, 
richer  men)  would  convert  the  land  to 
greater  profit.  But  a  dedu&ion  from  the 
preceding  account  is  fometimes  to  he  made 
qp  account  of  the  bad  hufbandry,  of  fowing 
the  wheat  on  the  barley  ftubble,  after  the 
flight  eating  of  the  clover  after  harvefL — 
How  common  this  is  I  know  not* 

The  excellence  of  the  meadows  in  fome 
ieafoos,  may  be  guefled  from  Sir  Robert*  \\ 
Once  felling  700  /.*s  worth  of  hay*  from 
one  field  of  70  acres. 

The    upland    pafture  in  this    country, 
being  on  a  very  dry  found  gravelly  loam,  is 
apt  in  hot  feafons  \o  burn :  I  fhould  appre- 
hend 
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hend  fainfoine  would  be  a  very  great  im- 
provement; but  it  is  certainly  highly  de- 
ferving  the  trial.  Sir  Robert  has  had  lucerne 
both  in  drills  and  broad-cart,  and  it  failed*. 
Tlie 


*  Ac  Akeover,  near  AJhbcrn,  to  the  weft  of 

Rodham,  late  the  leatof- Akecver.,  Etq;  is  a 

very  famous  pictureof  the  holy  family,  by  Rapbadr 
for  which  fifteen  hundred  guineas  have  been 
rcfufed  ■,  and  what  is  remarkable,  it  was  found 
among  fome  old  lumber;  hid,  as  fuppoied, 
during  the  civil  wars.  It  is  wonderfully  fine; 
there  is  fuch  a  diffufion,  grace,  eafe  and  elegance 
over  the  whole  piece,  that  it  ftrikes  the  Ipcc- 
tator  the  moment  he  enters  the  room.  The 
grouping  of  the  Virgin  and  the  two  children 
is  as  happy,  as  imagination  can  conceive :  the 
attitudes  furprizingly  caught.  The  turn  of  the 
Virgin's  head  grace  itfelf.  The  expretfion  of  the 
boys,  particularly  Ckrijlt  U  full  of  animation ; 
and  tho'  not  natural  to  the  age,  yet  is  it  conJif- 
tent  with  the  idea  of  the  artift,  and  uncommonly 
pleafing.  The  warmth  and  tendemefe  of  the 
colouring  cannot  be  exceeded;  the  mellow  tints 
of  the  rlelh  are  an  animated  rcpreientation  of 
life ;  and  the  general  harmony  of  the  whole  piece, 
admirable. 

In  the  fame  room  are, 

Unknown.     The  ieeking  Clmfi  at  die  tomb.  The 

draperies  fine,  and  the  colours  pleafing. 

Raphael.     Copied  from  him.    Clriji  bearing  the 

croK     The  airs  of  the  heads  in  this 

piece  are  very  finely  varied, 

Rubtm. 
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The  earl  of  Scar/dale,  at  Keddlejion,  Bvt 
miles  from  Derby.,  has  not  only  ornamented 
the  country  in  a  very  noble  manner,  by 
raifing  a  very  magnificent  manfion  with 
confiderable  offices  and  other  buildings, 
but 


Rubens,     The  unjuft  {reward.    Some  expremon  j 

but  the  airs  of  the  heads  vulgar. 
Titian.     Venus.    Exceedingly  pleafing-,  the  foft- 
nefs  of  the  flelh,  and  particularly  the 
breads,  fine  j    the  attitude  very  eafy, 
and  the  turn  of  the  head  graceful. 
Titian.     Ifidorus,  Ignatius,  and  St.  Francis  Xavier. 
One  would  think  from  this  picture, 
that  the  painter  could  never  fucceed 
in  a  group  -,  every  figure  is  a  difYinct 
portrait,  regularly  arranged  like  chefs- 
men  on  a  board  -,  but  the  heads  are 
gready  executed ;  and  the  hands  very 
fine. 
The  chimney-piece  in  this  room  is  very  hand- 
fome.  The  ground,  of  datuary  marble,  polifhed  \ 
in  the  cornice,  which  is  fupported  by  Doric  pil- 
lars of  Egyptian  marble,  are  bafs  relieves. 

About  three  miles  from  Akeaver  is  Ilam,  the 

feat  of Port,  Efq;  the  gardens  of  which  are  as 

romantic  as  mod  in  England.  They  confift  of  a 
fmall  vale  bounded  by  very  high  and  rather  deep 
hills,  totally  covered  with  wood  ;  forming  a  com- 
plete amphitheatre.  A  rapid  dream  waflies  th» 
bottom  of  them  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  is 
a  walk,  from  whence  you  command  the  whole 
fweep,  in  a  very  great  ftile  j  a  nobler  range  of 
wood 
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but  in  the  difpofition  of  his  grounds,  and 
the  dreflmg  his  park  and  environs,  has  at 
the  fame  time  worked  a  vaft  improvement 
of  the  foil ;  lands  that  were  fo  w«t,  as  almoft 
to  be  boggy,  are  by  draining  converted 
into 


wood  hanging  almoft  perpendicular  can  no  where 
be  feen.  The  walk  at  the  entrance  of"  the  valley 
winds  up  a  rocky  cliff,  from  which  you  look 
down  on  the  river  in  fome  places,  and  in  other* 
only  hear  the  roar  of  it  over  broken  rocks;  at 
the  end  of  the  vale,  on  the  fide  of  the  water,  is 
a  bench  which  commands  the  whole,  and  looks 
full  on  the  entrance  of  the  ground,  which  leems 
quite  blocked  up  by  a  diltant  mountain  called 
Tborpe  cloud,  of  a  very  regular  coned  fhape,  blunt 
at  top :  The  effect  fine.  You  look  alfo  upon  a 
bridge  thrown  over  the  river,  which  perhapi 
hurts  the  view;  it  is  fmall,  and  not  at  all  in 
unifon  with  objects  of  fuch  magnificence,  as 
thefe  vaft  woods,  and  the  hill  which  rifes  (o 
boldly  above  it :  there  mould  be  no  bridge  in 
fight ;  or  it  fhould  be  a  fingle  lofty  arch,  to  unite 
in  effect  with  the  reft  of  the  fcene. 

Under  the  rock  in  the  garden,  two  rivers  rile ; 
one  is  the  Manifold,  which  runs  under  ground 
fcven  miles  -,  chaff  thrown  in  at  tVtltott  rifes  here ; 
it  boils  up  like  a  vaft  fpring,  and  loon  after  tails 
into  the  Dove. 

At  a  frnall  diftance  from  Ham  is  a  valley  called 

Dove-dale,  which  is  a  narrow  winding  glen  among 

a  variety  of  hills  and  rocks,  through  which  the 

river 


I  other 
ty,  are 
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into  excellent  pafture ;  and  various 
trails  of  a  barren  or  inferior  quality, 
now  improved  to  the  utmoft,  fo  that  you 
no  where  fee  any  land  that  is  not  cloathed 
with  a  fine  verdure.  This  is  one  great  na- 
tional advantage  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
improving  the  environs  of  their  houfes— 
they 


river  Dove  takes  its  courfe  for  about  two  miles. 
It  is  bsunded  in  a  very  romantic  manner  by 
hills,  rocks,  and  hanging  woods ;  which  are  ex- 
tremely various;  and  the  hills  in  particular  of  a 
very  bold  and  ftriking  character  j  they  fpread  on 
all  fides  in  vaft  fweeps,  inexpreffibly  magnificent, 
and  are  much  more  ftriking  than  any  thing  elfe 
at  Dove-dale.  The  rocks  are  in  fome  places  very 
romantic  •,  rifing  in  various  (hapes  from  banks 
of  hill  and  wood,  and  forming  a  wild  aflemblage 
of  really  romantic  objects  -,  but  they  are  much 
exceeded  in  magnitude  by  others  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  courfe  of  the  river 
is  various,  from  a  gentle  current  to  great  rapi- 
dity over  broken  rocks :  and  in  ibme  places 
falls,  but  not  in  a  bold  manner :  The  fragments 
of  rock  in  it,  with  branches  of  wood  growing 
from  them,  are  truly  romantic  and  picturefque. 
It  is  upon  the  whole,  very  well  deferving  a 
traveller's  attention ;  but  he  will  not  find  any 
thing  in  't  fo  ftriking  as  the  hills,  which  without 
bulging  into  abrupt  projections,  fpread  forth 
vaft  plains  that  hang  almoll  perpendicular  to  the 
civcr,  and  are  verv  noble. 
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they  are  excellent  farmers,   whether  they 
defign  it  or  not  *. 

I  was 


*  Kedleston  is  one  of  the  fineft  houfes  in 
the  kingdom :  the  principal  front  is  beautiful ;  it 
extends  360  feet,  confiding  of  a  center,  and  two 
wings,  or  pavilions :  the  portico  is  light ;  it 
confifts  of  fix  very  fine  pillars ;  which  fupport 
the  tympanum,  at  the  points  of  which  are  fta- 
tues  •,  the  area  of  this  portico  appears  to  be  very 
narrow,  when  you  are  in  it,  but  not  at  a  diftance : 
the  center  front  is  130  feet  long.  The  garden 
front  is  a  very  uncommon  one,  but  light ;  the 
center  has  no  windows  in  it;  but  four  pillars 
project  from  the  wall,  and  fupport  as  many  fta- 
tues  •,  between  them  are  niches  with  ftatues  in 
them  alfo. 

The  Hall,  60  by  30,  within  the  columns; 
67  by  42,  within  the  walls;  and  40  high:  20 
Corinthian  columns  of  alabafter,  25  feet  high,  2 
feet  6  inches  diameter.  Jt  is  a  very  noble  room, 
the  proportion  uncommonly  pleafing :  the  range 
of  pillars  is  very  magnificent :  between  them  in 
panncls  there  are  to  be  twenty  Sacrifices  in  cbiaro 
ofairo.  Here  are  two  ftatues : 
Apollo,  Bclvidere. 
MtUager,  of  Paulo  Picbini. 

One  chimney-piece  of  ftatuary  marble.  The 
tablet  reprefents  the  rape  of  the  Sabincs,  by 
Micbatl  Angela  Buono  Rotti. 

Another,  the  fame.  The  tablet,  the  conti- 
nence of  Seipie,  by  Micbael  Angela. 

The  North  MuJic-rootnt  36  by  24,  and  22 
high  ;  finifhed  with  ftucco,  an  Unit  entablature, 

Vol.  I.  O  antique 
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I  was  agreeably  furprtzed  to  find  ilic 
country  from  Derby  to  Matlock  in  general 
inclofed  and  cultivated.  Herbyfoire  being 
generally  reputed  as  wafte  a  county  as  any 
in  England ;  I  was  led  to  expect  large  tracts 
of 


antique  ceiling,  compartments,  and  ornaments. 
The  chimney-piece  of  ftatuary  marble.     The 
tablet  in  the  frieze  an  Epithalamium,  from  the 
Adm.  Rom.  in  baffo  relievo.     Here  are, 
Cornelius  Jobnfon.     Prince  Henry^  fan  to  Char.  I. 
Guido.     Bacchus  and  Ariadne.     Amazingly  fine. 
The  figure  of  Ariadne  is  eafc  and  grace 
itfelf. — Her  attitude  pleafing  -,  and  the 
drapery  dirown  acrois  her  arm  with 
infinite   tafte,    and    falls  without  the 
leaft  ftUTnefs.     The  foft  delicacy  of 
the  flefh  is  charming.    Bacchus  is  a  tine 
figure  -,  and  well  contrafted  to  that  of 
Ariadne.     The  whole  piffcure   is  ex- 
tremely capital. 
Temple  of  Flora. 
Landfcape. 

i  Landfcape  with  figures. 


Viviano. 

Vanderft. 

Horizon!:. 

Ditto. 

Baptiejt.     Flowers.     Fine. 

Ditto.     Flowers  and  fruit.     Ditto. 

Cafpar  Ocbialt.     Port  of  Naples. 

Giovanni  di  St.  Giovanni.     Horfes,  figures,  Src* 

Bajfan.     Milking  cows,  &c. 

Luc.  Giordano.  Triumph  of  Bacchus.  Fine 
andfpirited;  but  the  grouping  does 
not  ftrikc :  the  colouring  is  good. 


THROUGH    ENGLAND,    tyj 

of  uncultivated  country  m  every  quarter  of 
it;  butallthefouthern  parts  of  it  arc  rich:  in 
this  track  are  fome  un-inclofed  commons, 
but  they  bear  no  proportion  to  the  culti- 
vated land.  For  feveral  miles  from  Derby 
rents 


Vandt'tfi.     Shipping,  ore. 

Rembrandt.     Old  man's  head.     Aftonilhing  ex- 

preifion. 
Signora  Pozzi.     Roman  charity. 
Tempefta.     Arm  of  the  fea,  thunder  ftorm,  &c. 

The  {Vitkdrawing-room,  44  by  28,  and  28 
high  ;  hung  with  blue  damafk  :  antique  ceiling, 
coved  and  very  elegant;  exceedingly  well  exe- 
cuted. A  Venetian  window,  and  the  door-cafes 
finely  finimed  with  Corinthian  columns  in  ala- 
bafter.  The  chimney-piece  of  ftatuary  marble. 
The  cornice  fupporced  by  two  whole-length  fe- 
male figures,  very  neatly  executed.  The  tablet 
jn  the  frieze,  Virtue  rewarded  with  riches  and 
honour,  in  bajfo  relievo.  Here  are, 
An.  Caracci.  Olympia  and  Orlando.  Great  ex- 
preffion,  the  attitudes  ftrong ;  and  the 
colouring  fine. 
PaulVeteneft.  \  Alexander,  &c.  Fine,  The 
Ditto.  i    figures  are  in  the  portrait  itile. 

Francefco  Bolognefe.     Landfcape. 
C.T.f.     Lancficape.      Admirably    brilliant    and 

pleafing. 
Andrea  del  Sarto.     Salutation  of  E!iz.  and  Mary, 
Mick.  Jng.  Bamhtcia.     Thieves   gaming.     Ex- 
cellently done. 
O  1 
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rents  run  at  16 s.  on  an  average;  near 
Matlock^  the  inclofurcs  do  not  let  in  gene- 
ral higher  than  from  8  to  12,  but  fome  to 
20J.  They  here  plough  with  oxen  in  ftifF 
work,  6  or  8  in  a  plough,    but  they  ibme- 


Rapbael.  Death  of  the  Virgin.  There  is  an 
unufual  brilliancy  in  this  piece;  and 
the  attitudes  are  odd  :  done  in  his  firft 
manner. 

Andrea  Saccbi.     Jupiter  and  Io. 

Annibal  Carracci.     Magdalen.     Good. 

Guide.  Holy  family.  A  mod  pleafing  group  : 
the  old  man's  head  fine. 

ZuccarelTt  after  Vandyke.     Fefta  Floralia. 

Poletnberg.     Holy  family  in  landfcape. 

Ben.  Lulti.  Cbrijt  and  the  woman  with  the  box 
of  ointment.  A  fine  picture  j  but  the 
exprefiion  of  Cbrift'&  countenance, 
mean. 

n         1  c         ■    C  Scripture    hiftory.      Strong 

Da,..  I   gjg 

Claude  Loraine.     A  landfcape,  agreeably  done. 

Raphael.  Holy  family.  Very  fine;  the  colour- 
ing extremely  pleafing.  The  attitude 
of  the  Virgin  is  (imply  elegant  j  the 
boys  very  fine:  and  the  general  har- 
mony of  the  whole  pleafing. 

Dem.  Fetti.     Adam  and  Eve. 

Benedetto  Lutti.     Cain  and  Abel.    Strong  expref- 
iion, but  dark,  and  the  lights  ftrangely 
diffufed. 
Tinieret.    Holy  family. 
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times  plough  with  2  oxen  and  j  horfe,  and 
accidentally  with  only  2  oxen ;  they  do  an 
acre  a  day.  It  is  obfervable,  that  here  I 
iirft  found  a  change  in  the  ploughs.  About 
Derby,  they  ufe  a  long  beam  to  their  fwing 
plough, 


Ghfeppe  Chiari.     Holy  Family  ;  pleating. 

Guide.     Sleeping  Cupid.     Very  fine. 

Nic.  Berritoni.     Holy  family. 

Parmegiano.     Virgin  and  child.     This  piece  is 

done  quite  in  the  Itatue  ftile. 

The  Library,  36  by  24,  and  22  high ;    the 

ceiling    mofaic.      The    chimney-piece  of    fla- 

tuary  marble,  Doric  columns,  with  bafes  to  fup- 

port  the  cornice.     In  the  frieze  a  tablet,  from 

plate  X.  of  Raphael's  Cupid  and  PJyehe,  "in  bajfe 

relieve ;  the  ground  of  the  whole  Siena  marble. 

Lucca  Giordano.     Diogenes,  &c.    Very  fine  heads. 

Carlo  Lolt't.     Adam  and  Eve.    Strange  attitudes. 

Ditto.     Lot  and  his  daughters.     Ditto. 

Rembrandt.  Daniel  interpreting  to  Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Extremely  fine ;  the  group- 
ing and  colours  excellent!  Rembrandt 
is  to  be  traced  ftrongly  in  feveral  of 
the  heads,  but  that  of  Daniel  hu  an 
air  rather  comic  and  vulgar. 

Guercino.     Man's  head.     Spirited. 

Ditto.     Man  in  armour.     Ditto. 

Andrea  Sacckt.     Figure  of  winter.     Expreflive. 

Salvator  Rofa.     Old  man's  head.     Very  Ene. 

Nic.  del  Abbatti.     Holy  family. 

Nic.  Peuffin.     Rinaldo  and  Armida. 
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plough,  and  the  whole  machine  rather 
heavy;  but  here  I  found,  for  the  firft  time, 
Rotberam  ploughs  in  common  ufe ;  and  at 
a  blackfmith's  mop,  one  with  the  Suffolk  cat 
head ;  but  I  apprehend  it  belonged  to  a 
gentleman ; 


Guido.  Andromeda  chained  to  the  rock.  Fine  j 
but  modefly  forces  the  drapery  where 
it  could  not  remain  of  itfelf:  it  has  not 
the  eafe  of  that  of  Ariadne  i  no  expref- 
fion  in  her  countenance. 

The  Saloon.    A  very  elegant  room  i  a  circle, 
42  feet  diameter  \  54  feet  6  inches  high,  to  the 
top  of  the  dome;  and  34  feet  6  inches,  to  the 
top  of  the  cornice ;  there  are  four  large  niches, 
j  1  feet  diameter. 
A  land-ftorm,  after  Rubtns. 
A  fea-ftorm,  after  ditto. 
A  rural  fcene,  after  ditto. 
A  boar  hunting,  after  ditw. 
Four  Baffo  Relievos. 

STATUES, 
Santa  Sufanna,  of  Flamingo. 
Antinous,  of  the  capitol, 
Frieftefs  of  Ifis. 
Flora,  of  the  capitol. 
Venus,  of  Media 's. 
Dancing  Faun. 
Mufe  Urania, 

Ganimede,  of  the  Villa  Medici. 
Venus,  of  Medicis. 
Dancing  Faun. 
Mercury. 


The  Idol 
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gentleman  ;  no-body  was  near,  or  1  mould 
have  enquired.  Soon  after  I  perceived  they 
were  all  with  the  common  Rotberam  heads. 
Whatever  warte  land  is  found  in  this  coun- 
try, would  do  admirably  well  for  feiiifoine. 

: 

The  Anti-Cbambery  24  by  12,  and  20  high. 
Nic.  Pouffin.     Landfcape. 

The  Principal  Drejing-room,  24  by  24,  and 
ao  high ;  hung  with  blue  damafk.    The  giants 
elegant. 
Horn.     Lord  and  Lady  Scar/dale.    Very  pleafing 

attitudes. 
Vandyke.     King  Charles  I.     Fine. 
Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.     Prince  Rupert's  daughter, 
Gttereino.     Landfcape. 
Sir  Peter  Lefy.     Two  whole-length  portraits. 
Cimtroli.     Landfcape. 
Ditto.     Landfcape. 

The  State  Bed-chamber,   30  by    22,  and   20 
high;  hung  with  blue damalk. 
Riehardfon.     Sir  Nathaniel  and  Lady  Curzen. 
Sir  Peter  Lefy.     Two  whole-length  portraits. 
Ditto.     Duchefs  of  York. 
Vandyke.     Sir  Peter  Rycaut. 
Ditto.     Mad.  d'Jubigni. 

The  Wardrole.     22    by    14,    and  20   high) 
hung  with  India  paper, 
Grijjier.     Ruin. 
Dominkbino.     Landfcape. 
Swaneveldt.     Landfcape. 

o  + 
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It   is  a   light  loam   on  rock;    and  would 
give  vaft  crops  of  that  grafs. 

When  the  road  leads  to  the  edge  of  the 

high  country,  you  look  down  at  once  on 

Wrrkpwortb 


Cofens.     Matlock  high  Tower. 

Ditto.     Vale  near  Matlock. 

Sahator  Rofa,  copy  after,  Soldiers,  &c. 

Unknown.     Turkijh  Port. 

The  Dining-room,  36  by  24,  and  20  high ; 
finilhed  with  ftucco;  the  ceiling  painted,  and 
very  elegant. 

In  the  Circles,  Europe — Afia — Africa — America. 
In  the  middle  Circle,  Love  embracing  Fortune. 

T  The  four  "|  A  Triumph  of  Venus. 
In  the  oblong)    Seafons  /  of  Apollo. 


Squares,     "j    expref-    f of  Bacchus. 

1     fed  by  J of  Aiclus. 

The  whole  executed  in  a  very  neat  anil  elegant 
manner.  The  chimncy-picce  of  ftatuary  marble. 
Tbermcs  of  Bacchus  and  Ceres.  Tablet,  an  an- 
cient repaft.  The  glafTes  elegant ;  the  flabs  of 
Siena  marble.  A  nich  for  the  fide-board,  12 
feet  diameter. 

Snyders.     Hawks  and  ducks.     Fine  and  natural. 
Ditto.     Dead  game.     Ditto. 
Cerri  Ferri,     Hagar  and  IJhmael. 
Ditto.     Ditto. 
Zuccarclli.      Landfcape  from   Milton's   Allegro. 

Brilliant  and  pleafing. 
Ditto.     Landscape  from  Milton's  Allegro. 
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Wtrkfwortb  beneath,  almoft  in  another  re- 
gion ;  quite  on  to  the  tops  of  the  houfes  and 
church.     It  is  fituated  in  a  very  fine  valley, 
bounded 


Scbiaveni  Andr.  Landfcape.  Beautiful  perfpec- 
tive  i  and  the  water  inimitable. 

Fyte.    Game  and  dogs.     Spirited. 

Rmanelli.  Herodias  and  St.  John.  Expreffive 
and  fine. 

Tbeadoro.     Merry-making. 

Zuccarclli.  Porfenna.  Admirably  grouped; 
much  tafte  and  elegance  in  the  figures, 
but  they  arc  merry  too-,  it  is  as  riant 
as  his  landfcapes. 

Claude  Loraine.     Landfcape. 

Two  facrifices  to  Hygeia. 
The  Great  Stair-Cafe,  3 1  by  20,  and  49  high  j 

to  be  finUhed  with  paintings  in  Cbiaro  Ofcuret  and 

pictures. 

Carlo  Maratli.     Madonna  and  Cbrifi. 

Hamilton.     Paris  and  Helen. 

Old  Stone.     Diana,  Calijla,  &c. 

Morland  from  Boccacio.    Nov.  Sett.  Giornala  2da. 

The  Bacchus  of  Sanfovino. 

The  Apollo  of  the  Villa  Medici. 

Venus  drawing  a  thorn  from  her  foot. 

Camillus  of  the  capitol. 

In   the    Family-Pavilion,    are   an  Anti-room ; 

then  a  Brcakfaft-rcom,    18  feet  fquare,  finifhed 

with  frefco  paintings  and    antique  ornaments, 

after  the  Baths  of  Dioclefian. 

Lady  Scar/dale's  Dreffmg-room,  2+ by  18,  hung 

with  blue  paper.    Here  are  feveral  landfcapes. 
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bounded  every  way  by  high  hills.     Turn- 
ing to  the  right,  the  road  leads  on  the  edge 
of  a  precipice  which  commands  the  valley 


Lady  ScarfdqWs  Bed-ebamber,  iS  Iquare,  hung 
with  blue  paper. 

Lord  Scarfdah' 's  T>rtffmg-reemt  24  by  1 8,  hung 
with  blue  paper,  and  coloured  prints  upon  it. 
Carlo  Maralti.     Venus  and  Cupids.     A  Cartoon. 

The  (tables  are  very  fpacious  and  well  bu2t  -r 
and  peculiar  in  one  circumftance,  which  is  hav- 
ing a  range  of  vaults  under  ground  acrofc  a  paved; 
yard  in  their  front,  with  a  door  into  each  oppo- 
site to  tliofe  of  the  (tables ;  thefe  are  receptacles 
for  the  dung,  which  is  moved  here  in  barrows 
as  faft  as  made,  quite  out  of  the  way,  and  the 
yards  kept  perfectly  clean-,  the  dung  is  alio 
more  valuable  as  a  manure,  from  not  being  tx- 
pofctl  to  the  rains  :  but  gutters  fbould  have  been 
made  into  them  from  the  ftables  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  urine :  or  if  it  was  found  to  fill  them 
too  much,  then  into  a  refervoir  with  a  pump ; 
and  his  Lordfhip  would  find  the  watering  his 
lawns  (in  the  lame  manner  the  roads  are  watered 
at  London)  from  fuch  refervoir,  would  improve 
them  in  a  very  high  degree. 

Kedltften  is  upon  the  whole  a  very  noble  houle  ; 
the  architecture  light  and  plcafmg;  and  the 
hall,  drawing-room,  and  dining-room  excellent, 
and  of  juft  proportions. 

The  environs  are  finifhing  in  a  manner  equal 

to  the  building :  in  front  of  die  houfe,  for  a  con- 

fiderablc  extent,  is  a  fine  winding  vale,  which  is. 

3  converting 
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in  a  moft  romantic  manner.  You  look  im- 
mediately down  on  a  fine  variety  of  inclo- 
fures,  trees,  houfes,  rocks,  lead-mines,  all 


converting  into  a  river,  forming  in  fight  an  ifland 
which  is  made  into  a  pleafure  ground :  the  lawns 
hang  very  well  to  the  water  ;  and  are  bounded 
by  woods  of  noble  oaks,  in  a  moft  pleafing 
manner.  The  approach  from  Derby  is  through 
one  of  thefe  woods,  and  the  road  leaving  it,  you 
gain  an  oblique  view  of  the  houfe:  by  entering 
another  very  fine  wood  it  is  loft ;  but  on  coming 
out  of  the  dark  grove,  you  break  at  once  on  the 
houfe  backed  with  fpreading  plantations,  which 
when  they  all  get  up,  will  have  a  noble  effect. 
The  water  winds  before  it  through  the  vale  in 
the  moft  agreeable  manner;  you  command  both 
the  reaches  that  form  the  ifiand  -,  and  move  up 
to  the  houfe  over  a  fine  bridge  of  three  large 
arches.  The  line  of  approach  being  exceedingly 
well  varied,  without  betraying  any  marked  de- 
fign  of  purfuing  faihion  at  the  expence  of  every 
thing  elfe. 

From  the  garden  front  Lady  Scar/dale  has 
traced  with  great  tafte  a  pleafure  ground ;  a 
winding  lawn  decorated  with  trees,  ftirubs,  and 
knots  of  wood,  and  a  gravel  walk  through  it : 
It  winds  up  the  vale  between  two  hills  to  the 
right ;  parted  from  the  park  on  each  fide  by  a 
funk  fence  j  and  as  the  fcattered  trees  and  clumps 
are  prettily  varied,  they  let  in,  as  the  walk  rifes  on 
the  hill,  very  piiturefque  views  of  the  lake,  and 
the  adjoining  woods.  It  rifes  to  the  fummit, 
and 


t. 
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in  piclurefque  confufion,  and  bounded  in 
fome  places  by  hills ;  either  fpread  with 
inclofure,  or  bare  and  fcar'd  with  rocks  and 
ruins. 

About  Matlock  *  land  ineloled  lets  dear ; 

many  grafs  fields  at  40  s.  an  acre,  and  down 

to 


and  there  commands  a  very  noble  profpect  of  all 
the  adjacent  country.  You  look  down  into  the 
park  vale,  with  a  large  river  winding  through  it, 
accompanied  with  fpreading  lawns  -,  and  bounded 
by  very  noble  woods  of  oak  :  around  the  whole 
a  vaft  range  of  waving  hills  broken  into  inclo- 
fures  of  a  good  verdure;  and  hanging  to  the 
eye  in  various  fweeps.  The  walk  from  hence, 
with  Us  attendant  decorations,  is  to  be  carried 
through  many  plantations  quite  around  the  fouth 
fide  ot  the  park,  from  whence  it  will  command 
another  profpeft  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  former 
one ;  with  the  addition  of  the  town  of  Derby 
being  full  in  view.  It  is  then  to  lead  through 
other  woods  down  to  the  water,  and  follow  its 
Ihore  to  the  garden  -,  a  very  beautiful  defign, 
which  will,  when  executed,  render  Kedkfton  very 
complete. 

*  The  environs  of  Matlock  Bath  are  fuperior 
in  natural  beauty  to  any  of  the  mod  finilhed 
places  in  the  kingdom.  They  form  a  winding 
vale  of  above  three  miles,  throughwhich  the  river 
Derwent  runs  ;  the  courle  extremely  various ;  in 
fome  places  the  breadth  is  confidcrable,  the 
ftream  fmooth ;  in  others  it  breaks  upon  the 
2  rocks 
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>  25  j.  and  not  a  little  arable  fo  high  as  30 s. 
The  unimproved  country  is  a  light  loam  on 
limeftone ; 


rocks  and  falls  over  the  fragments ;  befides  form- 
ing feveral  flight  cafcades.  The  boundaries  of 
the  vale  are,  cultivated  hills  on  one  fide;  and 
very  bold  rocks  with  pendent  woods  on  the 
other. 

The  befi:  tour  of  the  place  is  to  crofs  the  river 
near  the  turnpike,  and  then  take  the  winding 
path  up  the  rock,  which  leads  you  to  the  range 
of  fields  at  the  top,  bounded  this  way  by  the 
precipice;  along  which  I  walked,  and  would 
advile  whoever  goes  to  Mattock  to  do  the  fame, 
for  it  is  without  exception  the  fined  natural 
terrafs  in  the  world.  At  the  top,  turn  to  the 
left,  till  you  come  to  the  projecting  point  called 
Hag  rock.  From  this  fpot  you  have  a  perpendi- 
cular view  down  a  vaft  precipice  to  the  river, 
which  here  forms  a  fine  meet  of  water,  fringed 
with  wood  on  the  oppofite  fide :  it  falls  twice 
over  the  rocks,  the  roar  of  which  adds  to  the 
effect  of  the  Icene.  The  valley  is  finall,  and 
bounded  immediately  by  the  hills  utfiich  rife 
boldly  from  it,  and  are  cut  intoinclofures,  fome 
of  them  of  a  fine  verdure  \  others  fcar'd  with 
rocks  i  and  ibme  full  of  wood  ;  the  variety  plea- 
fing.     This  whole  view  is  very  noble. 

Advancing  along  the  precipice,  the  views 
caught  as  you  move  through  the  ftraggling 
branches  of  the  wood  which  grows  on  the  edge 
of  it,  are  very  picfurefque  -,  in  fome  places  down 
on  the  water  alone ;  in  others  into  glens  of  wood 
dark  and  gloomy-,    with  fpots  here  and  there 
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limeftone;  applied  only  to  feeding  fiieep, 
but  all  of  it  excellent  land  for  fainfoine, 
which 


quite  open,  which  lee  in  various  chearful  views 
of  the  dale  and  the  cultivated  hills.  Theft  con- 
tinue till  you  come  to  an  elm  with  divided 
branches  growing  on  the  rocky  edge  of  the  pre- 
cipice :  it  forms  a  natural  balluftradc,  over 
which  you  view  a  very  noble  fcene.  You  com- 
mand the  river  both  ways,  prefenting  feveral 
fine  Iheets  of  water,  and  falling  four  times  over 
the  rocks.  To  the  left,  the  wore  is  hanging 
wood,  from  the  precipice  down  to  the  very 
water's  edge,  but  the  rocks  break  from  it  in 
feveral  places,  their  heads  beautifully  fringed 
with  open  wood ;  as  if  the  projection  was  to 
exhibit  a  variety  of  made  on  the  back  ground  of 
the  wood.  At  the  top  of  the  rocks,  and  quite 
furrounded  with  wood,  two  fmall  grals  inclolures 
are  feen,  divided  by  ftraggling  trees — Nothing 
can  be  more  beautiful.  The  oppofite  fide  of  the 
vale  is  formed  by  many  hanging  inclolures  i  and 
the  higher  boundary  a  great  variety  of  hill  cut  in 
fields.  To  the  right,  the  fcene  is  different ;  the 
edging  of  the  water  is  a  thick  ftripe  of  wood,  fo 
clofe  that  the  trees  feera  to  grow  from  the  water  ■, 
they  form  a  dark  made,  under  which  the  river 
is  finooth  :  above  this  wood  appears  fome  houfes 
furrounded  by  feveral  grals  fields,  beautifully 
fhelving  down  among  wild  ground  of  wood  and 
.  rock.  Above  the  whole  a  very  noble  hill,  bare, 
but  broken  by  rocky  fpots. 

One  cannot  view  this  linking  landfcape,  with- 
out wifliing  that  fome  attention  was  given  to 
(how 
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*hich  woultl  thrive  here  to  very  great  ad- 
vaatage, 

Matlock 


{how  it  ro  the  beft  advantage  \  if  a  walk  (not  a 
rise  (bavea  one  like  thole  of  a  flower  garden, 
but  a  mere  pafi"3ge  along  the  precipice)  was 
nude  through  a  final  1  but  thick  wood,  lo  as  to 
lead  at  once  to  the  elm,  that  this  amazing  fecne 
might  break  upon  the  eye  by  furprize,  the  eflecc 
would  be  much  greater;  and  not  exceeded  by 
many  views  in  England. 

Advancing,  you  come  to  a  projecting  point 
edged  with  finall  alh-trces,  from  which  you  have 
a  fmootli  reach  of  the  river  through  a  thick  dark 
wood  -,  a  moft  pkafing  variation  from  the  pre- 
ceding tcenes.  And  above  it  to  the  right,  a  vait 
perpendicular  rock,  150  feet  high,  rifingomof 
a  dark  wood ;  itfelf  quite  crowned  with  wood. 
The  whole  magnificent : — and  turning  another 
■wave  in  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  an  opening 
in  the  fhrubby  wood  pretend  a  reach  of  the  river 
with  a  very  noble  £hore  of  hanging  wood ;  the 
rock  partly  bare,  but  all  in  a  dark  fhade  of 
wood.  A  Iioufe  or  two  and  a  few  inclolures, 
enliven  the  fpot  where  the  river  is  loft  1  all  clolcly 
bounded  by  the  great  hill.  This  view  is  a  com- 
plete picture- 
Proceeding  further,  the  woody  edging  of  the 
rocks  is  fo  thick  as  to  prevent  any  views,  but 
the  river  falling  over  fome  rocks  beneath,  the 
roar  of  it  renders  this  circumftance  advantageous  : 

Ir  is  the  keeping  of  the  general  picture. It 

leads  to  a  point  of  rock  higher  than  any  of  the 
preceding-,  and  being  open,  prefents  a  full  view 


208    THE   FARMER'S  TOUR 

Matlock  is  by  no  means  a  difagreeabte 

/paw  to  fpend  a  Jliort  time  at,  for  viewing 

the 


of  all  the  wonders  of  the  valley.  To  the  left, 
the  river  flows  under  a  noble  Ihore  of  hanging 
wood ;  and  above  the  whole  a  vaft  range  of  in- 
clofures,  which  rife  one  above  another  in  the 
molt  beautiful  manner :  This  point  of  view  is 
high  enough  to  command  likewife  a  new  vale 
behind  the  precipice :  this  ridge  of  rocky  hill 
Ihelving  gently  down,  is  loft  in  a  fine  waving 
vale  of  cultivated  fields  of  a  pleafing  verdure  •, 
and  bounded  by  the  fide  of  an  extended  bare 
hill. This  double  view  renders  the  fpot  ama- 
zingly fine. 

A  few  vards  further  we  turned  on  to  the  point 
of  a  very  bold  projection  of  the  rock,  which 
opens  to  new  fcenes  -,  the  river  is  feen  both  to  the 
right  and  left,  glorioufly  environed  with  thick 
wood:  on  die  oppofite  hill  four  grais  inclofures 
of  a  fine  verdure  are  lkirted  with  trees,  through 
the  branches  of  which  you  fee  frelh  fliades  of 
green  -,  a  pleafing  contraft  to  the  rocky  wonders 
of  the  precipice. 

From  hence  the  wood  excludes  the  view  for 
Ibme  diftancc,  till  you  turn  on  to  a  point  with  a 
feat,  called  Adam's  bench ;  and  as  the  rock  here 
projects  very  much  into  the  dale,  it  confequently 
gives  a  full  command  of  all  die  woody  fteeps 
you  have  paffed  :  And  a  very  noble  fcene  it  is. 
The  range  of  hanging  wood,  almoft  perpendicu- 
lar from  the  lofty  rocky  points  down  to  die  very 
water,  is  ftriking:  The  bare  rocks  in  fome 
places  bulge  out,  bur  never  without  a  fkirdng 
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the  country  around,  and  for  very  agreeable 

walks  and  rides.     Each  pcrfon  pays  I  /.  for 

dinner, 

of  open  wood,  the  light  through  branches  fo 
growing  from  fuch  lofty  cliffs,  has  an  effect  truly 
picturefque.  The  immediate  fhore  on  the  other 
ftde  is  wood,  and  higher  up  varied  inclofures. 
In  the  whole,  a  nobler  union  of  wood  and  water 
fcarcely  to  be  imagined. 

Leaving  the  precipice,  a  walk  cut  in  the  rock 
leads  to  the  bottom,  where  is  another  made  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  but  pained  from  it  by  a 
thick  edging  of  wood  and  quite  arched  with 
trees  ;  it  is  waved  in  gentle  bends  in  as  true  utile 
as  I  remember  any  where  to  have  feed ;  where 
the  wood  is  fo  thick  as  to  be  quite  impervious. 
The  roar  of  the  falls  in  the  river  is  fine  ;  in  other 
fpots  the  grove  to  the  water  is  thin  enough  to 
let  in  the  glittering  of  the  fun-beams  on  the 
river,  which  in  fuch  a  dark  fequeftend  walk, 
has  a  very  pleafing  effect.  But  are  not  ihefe 
things  wonderful,  when  I  tell  you,  that  thelc 
walks,  the  Heps  up  the  rock,  and  the  bench  ac 
top,  are  all  the  work  of  the  bout-ketch  at  the 
bath  ;  who  has  likewife  built  a  pleafun ■■■:. 
the  river:  fuch  induftry,  and  .it  the  lame  time 
fo  much  tafte  are  highly  commendable,  and  en- 
title the  poor  fellow  to  the  encouragement  which 
\  hope  he  meets  with.  He  is  the  only  embcl- 
Ulher  Matlock  has  had. 

This  (haded  walk  leads  to  a  bench  in  view  o£ 
a  I'm  alt  cafcadc  on  the  oppohtc  fide  of  the  river ; 
but  I  would  advife  my  friend  Boots  to  clothe  his 
cafcade  a  little  i  it  wants  wood  about  it.     Soon 

Vwl.  I.  P  afwt 
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dinner,  as  much  for  fupper,  and  8  d.  break- 

faft.     Servants  in  proportion ;  and  horfes  at 

the 


after  is  an  opening  ro  the  right  to  a  fine  fwell  of 
wood  -,  and  then  another  to  the  left  againll  the 
great  hill,  which  is  here  fine. 

The  next  place  to  which  I  would  advile  you 
to  go  is  to  the  high  rock,  which  is  at  a  (mall 
diftance ;  the  way  to  it  is  an  agreeable  walk, 
which  gives  feveral  views.  The  rock  is  450 
feet  perpendicular  j  the  river  directly  below ;  a 
fine  fmooth  ftream,  giving  a  noble  bend  :  oppo- 
site, a  vaft  fweep  of  hill,  which  rifes  in  the 
boldeft  manner  -,  with  a  picturefque  knot  of  in- 
clofures  in  the  middle  of  it :  on  one  fide,  a  fteep 
ridge  of  rock  -,  on  the  other,  a  varied  precipice 
of  rock  and  wood.  You  look  down  on  the  old 
bath  with  a  fine  front  of  wood  -,  many  varied 
waves  of  inclofures  bounded  by  diftant  hills. 

Further  on,  on  the  fame  eminence,  you  come 
to  a  point  of  bare  rock,  from  which  you  look 
down  a  precipice  of  500  feet  abfolutely  perpen- 
dicular;  the  river  breaking  over  fragments  of 
the  rocks,  roars  in  a  manner  that  adds  to  the 
fublimity  of  the  fcene.  The  more  of  wood  very 
noble. 

From  hence,  following  the  edge  of  the  preci- 
pice, you  come  to  another  point,  from  whence 
you  have  a  double  view  of  the  river  beneath,  ; 
it  were  in  another  region  :  to  the  left,  the  great 
rock  rifes  from  the  bofom  of  a  vaft  wood  in  the 
boldeft  ftile  imaginable.  Sinking  a  little  ro  the 
right,  you  have  one  of  the  moft  noble  views 
imaginable :  the  river  gives  a  fine  bend  through 
a  narrow 


THROUGH    ENGLAND.   211 

the  common  price :  the  rooms  gratis. 
There  are  billiards  and  mufic.  I  took  the 
road  to  Chatfwrtb  through  a  country 
wholly  incloled,  that  lets  from  10/,  to  20/. 
an  acre  *.  But  nearer  to  Cbatfwertb  none 
lets 


a  narrow  meadow  of  a  beautiful  verdure-,  the 
boundaries  of  the  vale,  woods  hanging  perpen- 
dicularly, and  fcar'd  wich  rocks.  In  the  center, 
a  round  hill  rifing  out  of  wood  in  the  midft  of  a 
vafl:  fweep  of  inclofures,  which  hang  to  the  eye 
in  the  molt  picturefque  manner,  has  an  effect 
aftonilhingly  fine.  In  one  place  a  fteeple  rifes 
from  a  knot  of  wood  -,  and  a  variety  of  fcatrercd 
villages  in  others  unite  to  render  this  fcene  truly 
glorious. 

Matlock  on  the  whole  cannot  fail  of  anfwering 
greatly  to  whoever  views  it.  It  is  different  from  all 
the  places  in  the  kingdom.  Several  exceed  it  in 
particular  circumftances  :  the  rocks  at  KefeUk  are 
infinitely  bolder,  the  water  there  and  at  H'inander 
Mere.,  far  luperior:  the  beauty  that  remits  from 
decoration  is  met  with  every  d.iy  in  a  much  finer 
ftile;  for  here  is  nothing  but  nature.  But  the 
natural  terrafe  on  the  edge  of  the  precipes, 
with  the  variety  of  views  commanded  from  it,  is 
in  that  ftile  exceeded  by  nothing  I  have  fcen. 

*  A  little  beyond  the  feventh  mile  ftone  I 
remarked  fome  hills  to  the  left,  one  of  them  cut 

>  inclofures  t 


-  top, 


It    is  a  rtrong  inftance  of  the  vaftly  fuperior 
beauty  of  a  cultivated  hill,  to  other*  that  arc 
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lets  lower  than  1 5  j.  except  the  new  inclofed 
hills;  much  land  rifes  from  20/.  to  35 J. 
They  break  up  old  turf  by  paring  and 
burning.  All  Rotheram  ploughs  ufed  *. 
From 


*  There  are  feveral  very  fine  woods  about 
Chat/worth ;  and  die  river  in  the  front  of  the 
houfe  is  very  fine  ;  exclufive  of  them  there,  are 
not  many  circumftances  very  Jtriking :  as  to  the 
water-works,  which  have  given  it  the  title  of 
Ferfaillcs  in  miniature,  they  might  be  great  exer- 
tions in  the  laft  age  %  but  in  this,  the  view  of 
Nilus's  leaky  body,  dolphins,  il-a-nymphs,  and 
dragons  vomiting  water,  trees  fpirang  it  from 
their  branches,  and  temples  pouring  down  mow- 
ers from  their  roofs — fuch  fine  things  as  thele 
are  now  beheld  with  the  utmoft  indifference — 
one  feels  not  the  pleafure  of  ilirprize  unmixed 
with  diiguft,  efpecially  when  conducted  to  four 
handfbme  lions,  Ipouting  in  the  full  view  of  the 
reach  of  a  broad  river,  whofe  natural  courfe 
Ihould  eternally  filence  fuch  hocus  pecus  gewgaws. 

The  grand  front  of  the  houfe  is  an  handfome 
one  :  The  hall  is  60  by  27,  flair-cafe  30  by  24. 
The  chapel  is  fpacious  and  very  handfomcly 
fitted  up. 

A  bed-chamber,  30  by  22. 
Drawing-room,  36  by  30. 
Dining-room,  50  by  50. 
The  gallery,  100  by  22. 
An  anti-room,  18  by  30. 

In  the  Attic  ftory  ; 
A  bed-chamber,  30  by  30. 
Drefiing-room,  35  by  35. 


THROUGH    ENGLAND.    213 

From.  Chatfwortb  *  to  Tiddfwell  the  country 
is  nineteenths  of  it  incjofed  and  cultivated  : 
this  furprized  me,  as  I  expected  to  find  the 
chief  part  of  the  Peak  waile  land;  but 
fiich  great  improvements  have  been  car- 
ried on  in  this  country,  that  even  Iheep- 
walks  too  rocky  to  plough,  let  at  $s.  an 
acre.  Much  grafs  and  arable  up  to  30/, 
Of 


Another,  50  by  30.  Here  are  feveral  pieces  of 
very  fine  carving. 

The  next  room,  36  by  30. 

Over  the  chimney-piece  fome  carving,  admirably 
fine. 

The  next,  36  by  30.  Here  are  eight  family 
portraits,  fame  of  them  fine;  the  carving 
over  the  chimney-piece,  elegantly  executed. 

A  bed-chamber,  34  by  30.    The  carving  fine. 

A  clofet,   15  by  20.     Here  are  feveral  pi&ures. 

Another  clofer. ;  among  other  pictures  are,  % 
Lady's  head,  the  finifhing  admirably  fine  : 
alfo,  a  Knight  of  the  Garter:  fine. 

A  bed-chamber,  2 1  by  21. 

The  painted-room,  30  by  20. 


■  It  prill  nof  here  be  improper  to  warn  the  traveller 
againrt  depending  on  the  Inn  at  Edenftr,  as  a  quarter 
from  whence  lo  view  Cbetfioorth :  He  will  there  find 
nothing  but  dirt  and  impertinence.  If  he  panes  a 
night  there,  thefe  attendants  will  more  than  balancf 
the  viewing  a  much  finer  place  than  that  le.it. 

P3 
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Of  wheat  they  reckon  the  average  produce 
from  30  to  36  bumels  on  their  good  land  ; 
of  barley  24.  Turnips  hoed,  are  worth 
4/.  per  acre. — —Farms  are  various,  fome 
fo  low  as  10/.  ;  but  from  30  to  60  in  gene- 
ral, and  a  few  of  100/.  They  life  much 
lime,  having  vaft  rocks  of  Hme-ftonc;  they 
lay  t2  horfe  loads  on  for  wheat,  thecoft  6d. 
each  befides  carriage.  It  does  great  fervice 
on  grit  ftone  land,  but  not  on  lime-ftone foils. 

Around  Tidd/well  for  many  miles,  there 
has  been  worked  as  great  improvements  as 
in  any  part  of  England:  all  this  country 
was  a  black  ling  but  a  few  years  ago,  and 
common  land.  It  is  now  all  inclofed  by  adi 
of  parliament.  As  this  improvement  is  very 
curious,  and  practifed  I  believe  in  no  other 
country,  I  was  particular  in  my  enquiries, 
being  very  rJefirous  to  know  the  means  of 
effecting  fuch  profitable  undertakings. 

The  foil  is  a  dry  light  loam  on  rocks, 
either  of  grit  or  lime-ftone :  the  depth  vari- 
ous ;  land  of  the  fame  quality,  not  inclofed* 
lets  at  1  s.  bd.;  fome  at  lefs.  The  firft 
work  was  the  inclofure,  which  was  done 
at  the  landlord's  expence,  but  no  more  than 
the  ring  fence ;  the  fubdivifions  were  made 
by 
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by  the  tenants :  it  is  all  done  by  dry  wall- 
ing ;  the  ftoncs  taken  out  of  pits,  the 
total  expence  of  getting,  carnage,  and 
workmanfhip,  4.J.  a  rood  of  7  yards  by  1. 
Running  meafure  of  the  wall,  6/.  a  rood. 
It  lafls  20  years  before  any  repairs  are  ne- 
ceffary.  Landlords,  as  foon  as  the  ring 
fence  is  done,  raiie  the  rent  to  12  s.  an  acre. 
The  next  bufinefs  is  to  lime  it,  which 
they  do  in  proportion  to  the  land;  on  that 
which  is  quite  covered  with  ling,  they  lay 
vaft  quantities,  thinking  it  cannot  well  be 
overdone;  but  the  quantity  named  in  par- 
ticular is  360  bufhels  per  acre;  but  on 
whiter  land,  they  fprcad  from  160  to  280 
bufhels.  The  expence  is  \  \d.  per  bufhel 
fpread  on  the  land ;  360  at  that  rate  come 
to  zl.  5 j.  per  acre.  h  is  laid  on  in  the 
fpring  and  early  in  the  fummer ;  on  the 
better  fort  of  land,  the  ling  all  dies  away 
(burnt  by  the  lime)  at  Michaelmas,  and 
nothing  more  is  ever  feen  of  it ;  but  natural 
graffes,  with  plenty  of  white  clover,  come 
up  inftead  of  it :  On  fome  fields  it  is  from 
one  to  two  or  three  years  before  the  new 
turf  comes  in  any  great  degree.  The  grafe 
they  ufe  for  fljeep  or  young  cattle ;  and 
P  4  fome 
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fome  for  dairies.  Some  of  them  keep  regu-i 
lar  flocks  of  fheep ;  the  fields  that  were 
white  land,  will  fatten  iheep  or  cows  ;  but 
the  ling  foil  won't  for  fome  time  after  the 
improvement.  On  an  average  it  takes  2 
acres  to  fummer  feed  a  cow. 

Another  method  of  improvement  prac- 
tifed  here  on  this  land,  is  to  pare  and  burn 
it,  and  fow  turnips  on  one  earth,  w]ii-„li 
they  never  hoe,  but  get  from  2/.  10/.  to 
4  /.  per  acre  for  them ;  then  they  take  always 
two  crops  of  oats,  each  generally  from  8  to 
10  quarters  per  acre;  and  with  the  laft  lay 
down  with  hay-feeds,  4  quarters  per  acre  j 
Some  ufe  white  clover  and  ray-grafs,  but  hay- 
feeds  are  ingeneral  preferred.  Somefarmers, 
more  flovenly  than  the  reft,  will  take  3,  4, 
or  5  crops  of  oats,  and  lay  down  with  the  laft. 

As  foon  as  it  is  laid,  they  lime  it,  from 
j  50  to  250  bufhels  per  acre ;  this  brings  it 
exceedingly  fine  for  feeding;  but  if  it  is 
intended  for  the  fcythe,  then  they  lay  lime 
and  dung,  or  lime  and  earth,  but  never 
lime  alone. 

In  fome  parts  they  meet  with  black  boggy 

places,  and  I  do  not  find  that  they  left  fuch 

wafte,   but  aimed  at  the  improvement  of 

all, 
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all.  If  the  bog  does  not  exceed  the  depth 
of  2,  or  at  mod  3  feet,  they  lime  it  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  reft,  after  a  very  flight 
draining.  It  generally  turns  out  excellent 
pafture ;  the  liming  lafts  good  20  years. 

Thefe  improvements  are  alfo  carried  on 
all  the  way  to  Cajikton,  and  around  that 
town.  In  the  road  from  Tidd/hoeU  by 
Eldeti  Hole  are  many  very  large  clofes  of 
gond  grafs,  gained  in  this  manner  from 
the  moors ;  all  of  which  are  full  of  very 
large  herds  of  cows  fattening ;  which  is  the 
general  ufe  to  which  they  apply  all  the 
hilly  country  ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  the  grafs  is  equally  good  to  the  tops  of 
the  higheft  mountains.  At  the  fummit  of 
Mam  Tor,  which  is  the  higheft  mountain  in 
Derby/bin;  is  an  excellent  pafture.  They 
buy  in  cows  for  fatting  the  beginning  of 
May,  at  5  /.  and  fell  them  fat  in  autumn 
for  about  %lb.  A  good  acre  and  an  half 
will  fatten  one ;  but  of  fomc  it  takes  two 
acres.  Some  farmers,  bciides  their  cows, 
keep  many  flieep.  All  thefe  hills  have 
been  improved  in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned with  lime  alone ;  none  of  them  in 
the  worft.traSs  let  for  lei's  than  5*.  many 
tbr 
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for  ics.  and  12s.  The  whole  country 
around  Cujlleton  at  an  average  i$s.per  acre. 

Mr.  Hall  of  that  town  has  brought  fome 
into  culture  by  paring  and  burning,  and 
after  turnips,  fowing  hay-feeds  and  white 
clover  with  oats,  and  the  grafs  thus  gained 
has  much  exceeded  that  in  the  common  way. 

Thefe  improvements  of  moors  are  car- 
ried on  to  great  extent  in  the  Peak ;  they 
reach  to  Bowden,  Middlecale  :  about  Outer- 
Jet  many  hundred  acres  are  done.  From 
Tiddfwell  to  BakeweU  all  improved.  From 
Buxton  to  Chapel,  much  is  done ;  but  in 
the  country  from  Tiddfwellxo  Sheffield  much 
remains  to  do. 

Rents  throughout  the  Peak  are  raifing 
every  day ;  in  particular  the  duke  of  Devon~ 
Jhire  is  advancing  his  eftates  to  a  much 
higher  value  than  formerly. 

Upon  this  whole  fyftem  of  improving 
wafte  land,  I  mall  venture  a  few  remarks, 
tn  the  firft  place  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  rife  of  rents  on  inclofing  is  uncommonly 
great,  from  is.  6d.  to  12s.  is  a  much 
quicker  rife  than  I  remember  to  have  heard 
of;  nor  is  it  for  good  land  already  in  cul- 
ture, but  for  wafte  land  to  be  improved, 
and 
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and  at  the  tenants  cxpence  :  the  fubdividmg 
walls,  with  from  30J.  to  45J.  per  acre  in 
lime,  are  very  heavy  charges,  to  come  with 
a  rife  or'  8  s.  or  10  s.  on  land,  much  of  it 
as  black  as  night  with  ling.  Moors  have 
been  enclofed,  and  arc  private  property 
ready  for  inclofing  in  many  parts  of  the 
north  of  England,  without  a  mortal's  think- 
ing of  the  work ;  but  here  the  whole  coun- 
try is  improved  at  once  by  an  inclofure. 

\  attribute  this  in  a  very  great  degree  to 
the  railing  rents.  How  it  came  to  pafs 
that  the  landlords  of  this  country  fet  fo  high 
a  value  on  their  land,  I  know  not ;  but 
when  they  valued  it  fo  much,  and  let  it 
accordingly,  tenants  did  the  fame,  and 
found  it  was  impomble  for  them  to  live 
without  going  quickly  to  work  with  im- 
provements ;  this  raifed  a  fpirit  of  induftry  ; 
land  at  is.  bd.  an  acre  is  not  valued  by  a 
tenant ;  a  few  ftraggUng  fhcen  will  pay  the 
rent;  no  other  nil-  will  ever  !>c  made  of 
it  :  but  raife  it  to  10;.  fuch  flovens  con- 
duct then  will  not  do,  the  ibil  muft  be  ap- 
plied to  fome  other  ufe,  or  the  farmer 
ftarves.  In  the  north  of  England,  I  have 
rode  over  tracl*  of  moors  as  good  as  any  of 
2  thefe : 
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thefe :  and  though  die  landlords  have  a 
right  of  inclofing  whenever  they  pleafe,  yet 
no  improvements  are  thought  of.  This  it 
owing  to  the  land  being  let  at  i  /.  or  2  s.  an 
acre :  were  thofe  landlords  to  raife  the 
moors  to  io.r.  we  fliould  foon  fee  them. 
improved.  I  made  thefe  remarks,  and  rea^ 
ibned  in  the  fame  manner  in  the  regifter  of 
my  Tour  through  that  country,  and  I  have 
now  the  fatisfaction  of  producing  as  ftrong 
an  inftance  as  poflible  of  the  truth  of  thofe 

ientlments. Land  for  which  little   is 

paid,  of  whatever  kind  it  be,  will  be  little 
confidered  by  a  tenant ;  but  that  for  which 
much  is  paid,  mujl  be  well  managed,  or 
he  goes  to  jail :  a  moft  feeling  argument. 
What  a  rife  is  it  from  is.  bd.  to  iu.  rent, 
befides  walling,  and  40 s.  liming!  Tracts 
of  land  formerly  inclofcd,  have  actually 
been  in  pofleflion  of  feveral  tenants  in  this 
country,  and  made  no  more  of  than  the 
commons ;  that  of  feeding  a  few  fheep : 
but  on  the  general  rife  of  rents  on  the  new 
inclofures,  thefe  old  ones  have  been  raifed 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  tbeny  and  not  till tbent 
have  they  expended  the  40  s.  an  acre  in 
Jime !  So  that  raifing  the  rental  to  near  fix 
I  times 
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times  its  former  height,  only  induced  the 
tenant  to  lay  out  in  one  year  more  money 
than  he  would  have  expended  in  five  cen- 
turies.— —And  it  is  here  well  known,  that 
they  make  more  money  with  their  new 
rents,  than  ever  ihey  did  with  their  old 
ones. 

Refpeiting  the  management  of  their  im- 
provement, there  is  no  reafon  to  think  it 
fo  advantageous  as  it  might  be  with  the 
affiftance  of  paring  and  burning :  the 
farmers  here  omit  that  husbandry,  rather 
to  lave  expenccs  than  for  any  other  reafon  : 
lime  they  have  fo  great  an  opinion  of,  that 
they  would  not  vary  their  conduct  in  that 
manure.  Mr.  Ha/Pa  triala  fiicw  that  paring 
is  highly  advifeablc :  Lime  alone,  is  Tome 
time  before  it  brings  the  grafs  in  any  great 
perfection ;  the  firtt  year  it  is  flight ;  and 
the  fecond  much  inferior  to  whit  it  is  after- 
wards ;  whereas  in  the  paring  method,  a 
great  crop  of  turnips  is  fure  to  be  gained, 
which  are  infallibly  followed  by  a  very 
confidcrablc  one  of  oats,  y  or  10  quarters 
at  an  average  f.cr  acre  :  with  thofe  oats  the 
graflcs  arc  fown,  while  the  land  is  in  high 
order  for  the  aihes ;  if  the  proper  choice  of 
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feeds  be  taken  into  the  account,  there  can- 
not be  a  doubt  but  a  moderate  quantity  of 
Jime  then  applied,  will  contribute  in  a  fupe- 
rior  manner  to  bringing  a  good  pafhire  than 
in  the  method  here  followed  ;  while  the 
two  crops  of  turnips  and  oats,  will  much 
more  than  pay  the  whole  expence  of  the 
improvement ;  and  leave  a  confiderable 
profit  befides :  and  that  the  grafs  will  be 
much  better,  is  allowed  by  the  moft  know- 
ing farmers  in  this  country ;  a  fa£t  that  is 
the  rcfult  not  of  reafon  alone,  but  of  expe- 
dience. 

But  in  this  work  of  thefe  farmers,  their 
neglect  of  fainfoinc  is  unpardonable.  I 
rode  over  many  extenfive  traces  of  their 
hills,  the  foil  a  fine  light  dry  loam -on  a 
fhivering  limeftoue.  The  grafs  on  it  in 
fome  places  good,  but  in  others  full  of  old 
ant-hills,  covered  6  or  8  inches  deep  with 
mol's,  fo  that  you  feem,  in  walking  over 
them,  to  tread  on  velvet :  The  product  and 
profit  of  fuch  grafs,  I  am  very  confident,  is 
not  a  third  of  what  fainfoine  would  yield  : 
No  land  could  be  more  adapted  to  this  noble 
grafs ;  which  would  here  yield  z  ton  of 
hay  an  acre,  and  an  after-grafs  worth  ' 
hd. 
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is.  an  acre.  I  cannot  avoid  recom- 
mending this  article  of  culture  to  the  Vtak 
farmers  ;  they  would  find  it  particularly 
profitable. 

Farms  around  TUdfweU  are  generally 
from  30/.  to  60/.  a  year;  fome  few  from 
too/,  to  200/.  The  foil  is  a  light  dry 
loam  on  lime-ftone.  Old  inclofures  let  all 
from  20  j.  to  25/.  an  acre,  the  new  ones 
at  1 2  j. 

The  courfes  of  crops, 

1.  Turnips  4.  Oats 

2.  Oats  5.  Laid  down  to  grafs; 

3.  Oats  or  elfe  fallow. 

A  more  execrable  round  of  crops  can 
hardly  be  found.  Some  fow  clover  with 
No.  5.  which  lafts  1  year :  then 

6.  Wheat  or  oats. 

They  plough  for  wheat  (of  which  grain 
however  they  fow  very  little)  three  or  tour 
times;  fow  3  bufhcls/vr  acre,  and  reap  on 
a  medium  25  bufhcls.  For  barley  they  ftir 
thrice,  fow  4  bufliels,  and  gain  at  an  aver- 
aBe  5  t  quarters.  For  oats  they  give  but 
one  ploughing,  fow  7  bufhels  an  acre,  and 
reckon  the  average  crop  at  7  quarters. 

They  give  four  ploughing*  for  turnips, 
oc\«t 
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never    hoe;     ufe  them  for  beads  and 

flieep  fed  on  the  ground  :  but  feme  farmers 
draw  them  and  lay  on  grafs  for  them.  The 
price  rifes  from  50/.  to  4/. 

Potatoes  arc  pretty  much  cultivated,  and 
infeveral  methods,  both  in  the  lazy  bed  way^ 
and  alfo  on  a  fallow.  They  have  no  gene- 
ral rule  about  the  Hieing  them,  being  ufed 
both  in  flices  and  alfo  whole  fets.  All  are 
in  rows,  and  they  are  kept  tolerably  clean. 
The  crops  rife  from  300  to  500  bufliels ; 
of  the  value  of  40/.  1  After  them  they  fow 
turnips  or  corn,  and  are  fure  of  excellent 
crops. 

In  the  management  of  their  manures, 
they  attend  mod  to  lime,  as  mentioned 
above.  They  never  fold  their  flieep.  Par* 
ing  and  burning  is  executed  at  the  expence 
of  20  s.  an  acre.  They  never  chop  their 
ftubbles,  and  they  ftack  much  of  their  hay 
in  the  fields.     They  houfe  their  cattle* 

Good  grafs  lets  from  40 j.  to  50^  an 
acre :  and  they  reckon  that  quantity  fuffici- 
ent  for  fummer  feeding  a  cow.  The  breed 
of  cattle  is  the  long  horned-  The  cows 
give  2  gallons  of  milk  a  day,  but  fome  up 
105.     The  winter  food,  hay  and  flraw. 

They 
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They  fatten  their  fwine  to  from  12  to 
40  ftone. 

Flocks  of  lheep  rife  to  1000;  about 
Derwent  and  Hopey  &c.  in  the  ■woodland* 
they  have  flocks  up  to  4000 ;— no  folding. 
The  profit  is  lamb  and  wool ;  the  firft  4;. 
6d.  the  latter  1  s.  6d.  Their  winter  food 
hay  or  turnips.  They  know  fcarcely  any 
thing  of  the  rot. 

In  tillage,  they  reckon  10  horfes  necef- 
fary  to  1 00  acres  of  ploughed  ground  :  ufe 
2  or  3  at  length,  without  a  driver,  and  do 
1  acre  a  day.  The  depth  they  plough  is 
from  3  to  4  inches  :  The  price  6  s.  an  acre. 
The  annual  expence  of  a  horfe  67.  They 
plough  their  ftubbles  at  Candlemas :  Ufe  all 
fwing  ploughs. 

They  did  ufe  oxen,  but  they  are  now 
left  off. 

In  the  flocking  farms,  they  reckon  400/. 
neceflary  for  one  of  100/.  a  year. 

Land  fells  at  30  years  purchaie.  Moll 
of  the  country  tythe-free. 

Poor  rates  1 1.  an  acre ;  in  Tome  places 
3/.  The  rife  within  15  or  20  years  has 
been  doubling. 

The  employment  of  the  women  and  chil- 

Vol.  I.  Q^  <tro». 
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« .  ... 

dren  is  chiefly  in  the  lead  mines.     All 
drink  tea. 

LABOUR. 
In  harveft,  i  s.  and  board. 
In  hay-time,  is.  bd. 
In  winter,  i  s. 
Head-man's  wages,  9/. 
Next  ditto,  7  /. 
Lad's,  5/. 
Maid's,  4/. 

Reaping  wheat,  4s.  6  J.  per  acre. 
Mowing  barley  or  oats,  1  s+  6d. 
— .  grafs,  2  s. 

Threfhing  wheat,  7  d.  three  bufliels. 

■  barley  2  /.  a  quarter. 
■■    oats,  1  /.  ditto. 

Women  in  harveft,  6  d.  and  board. 

■  in  hay-time,  6  d. 
.  in  winter,  6  d. 

PROVISIONS. 


Bread, 

1  d.  per  lb. 

Cheefe, 

4 

Buttef, 

-    6 

Beef, 

4 

Mutton, 

4 

Veal,        -        - 

3t 

Pork, 

■      3t 

Bacon, 
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Bacon,        -        -     bid. 
Potatoes,  -  4  t  Per  peck* 

Labourer's  houfe-rcnt,    1  /.  2/1 
Their  firing,  40/.  to  50/.  * 

In  my  return  from  the  Pea&>  I  took  the 
road  to  Cbtjlerjield.  From  Middkton  thither, 
is  fomc  wafte  land  ;  a  black  moor,  but  not 
many  miles  acrofs.  I  remarked  fome  fields 
of  corn  taken  from  the  moor,  with  the  large 
grit  ftones  left  in  them ;  the  expence  of 
removing  would  be  great ;  but  the  incon- 
venience 


•  Elden-hole,  between  Tiddfwell and  Kinder- 
ftcui  Mountain,  is  reckoned  one  ot  the  wooden 
of  the  Peak:  It  is  a  great  chafin  in  a  rocky  hill, 
down  which  you  look  perpendicularly  among 
clefts  of  rock  -,  the  depth  i\  very  great :  but  you 
do  not  fee  above  fixty  or  Icventy  feet.  A  large 
Hone  thrown  down,  founds  for  exactly  hair'  a 
minute  ;  the  mcafurL-  by  found  and  the  noile  not 
gradually  dying  away,  proves  very  clearly  that 
the  common  tales  ol  its  being  immenlely  deep, 
are  mere  vulgar  errors  \  or  at  belt  but  ideal. 

The  Peak's-bole,  commonly  called  the  Devil's 
A.  by  no  means  anfwered  to  me;  the  mouth  of 
it  is  a  very  fine  cavern ;  and  that  part  of  it  within 
where  longeft,  the  fame;  the  natural  arches  are 
alio  curious,  but  all  the  relt  has  very  little  link- 
ing in  it  •,  a  poorer  t\ibjcc>  for  a  poem  could 
fcarcely  be  found,  or  treated  in  a  poorer  manner 
.  tluui  by  Cotton. 

Q^  2  Leaving 
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vcnience  of  leaving  them  is  net  fo  great  « 
that  of  fcattered  trees,  as  -neither  roots  nor 
branches  damage  the  corn. 

About  Cbefierjuld  the  foil  is  in  general  a 
hazel  loam  ;  with  fome  tratta  of  clay.  The 
average  rent  about  17  /.  an  acre ;  the  coun- 
try has  been  raifed  much,  except  the  eftates 
of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Sutton  :  I  had  not  an  op- 
portunity for  particular  examination;  but  I 
conclude  of  courfe,  that  that  gentleman** 
eftate  is  cultivated  in  a  more  flovenly  man- 
ner than  the  lands  of  his  neighbours,  who 
have  a£ted  differently.  Their  courfes  of 
crops  are  chiefly  thefe. 

1.  Fallow 


Leaving  Cafileten  towards  TiddfwelL,  the  prof- 
peet  from  the  hill,  over  which  the  road  leads,  is 
amazingly  fine  -,  you  look  down  on  a  valley  to- 
tally cut  into  inclofures,  beautifully  fcattered 
with  trees,  and  the  verdure  very  pleafing.  The 
hill  forms  fo  high  and  fteep  a  precipice,  that  the 
view  is  ablblutely  perpendicular,  commanding 
the  whole  vale  quite  in  a  region  below.  It  is 
enlivened  by  villages,  and  Angle  houfes;  and 
bounded  on  every  fide  by  extreme  bold  hanging 
bills.  There  are  not  many  profpe&s  more 
jinking. 

Middleton-dak  has  been  mentioned  as  a  fine 
fcene  of  rocks:  but  it  is  fo  much  exceeded  by 
various  other  places  already  defevibed,  that  -a 
particular  mention  is  ncedlets. 
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1.  Fallow  4.  Peafe 

2.  Wheat  5.  Turnips 

3.  Oata  .  6.  Barley. 
This  introduction  of  a  fallow  on  land 

that  will  do  for  turnips  is  very  bad  huf- 
bandry. 

1.  Fallow  4.  Clover  for  one  year, 

2.  Wheat  dunged  or  limed 

3.  Oats  5.  Wheat. 
They  plough  five  or  fix  times  for  wheat; 

fow  10  pecks,  and  reap  26  bulhels  at  an 
average.  For  barley  they  ftir  once  or  twice, 
fow  4  bulhels,  and  gain  4  s  quarters.  They 
give  but  one  earth  for  oats,  fow  4i  or  5 
bulhels  ;  and  reckon  the  me;m  produce  at  6 
or  7  quarters.  For  peafe  they  plough  but 
once,  fow  3  i  or  4  budiels ;  never  hoe 
them;  the  crop  about  20  bulhels. 

For  turnips  they  plough  5  or  6  times, 
hoe  them  twice  or  thrice,  and  eat  trctm  on 
the  land  with  Iheep ;  but  the  largeft  roots 
they  ibmetimes  draw,  and  give  them  to 
beafts  on  grafs  fields :  Others  give  them 
under  cover  with  hay  or  ftraw  to  eat,  and 
well  littered :  Slicing  them,  that  the  beafts 
uncommon. 


may 


quicker. 


The 
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The  average  price  of  the  crops  from  35  1. 
to  40  s. 

Their  clover  they  mow  once,  and  feed 
once. 

For  potatoes  they  plough  four  or  five 
times ;  aud  manure  the  land  at  the  rate  of 
20  loads  of  long  dung  per  acre;  the  foil 
they  chufe,  the  light  hazel  loam  :  Their 
crops  are  generally  great ;  oftentimes  fo 
high  as  30/.  an  acre.  Barley  they  fow 
after  them  ;  and  get  very  great  crops. 

In  refpect  to  manuring,  their  chief  de- 
pendance  is  on  lime,  which  they  lay  on 
for  every  thing ;  a  common  quantity  is  1 00 
bufhels  per  acre,  at  the  expence  of  30/. 
the  effect  of  it  very  good.  They  never 
fold  their  fheep.  Their  hay  they  flack  at 
home ;  but  never  chop  their  ftubbles. 
They  fometimes  form  compofts  of  dung, 
lime,  and  earth,  for  grafs  lands :  and  they 
reckon  coal  afhes  good  for  turnip  land. 

Covered  drains  filled  with  flones  are 
often  made  in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  beft  grafs  land  lets  at  25^.  an  acre; 
they  ufe  it  chiefly  for  milch  cows ;  1  4  acre 
fufficieut  to  fummcr  feed  one.  The  brc«d, 
all 
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all  long  horns ;  and  the  quantity  of  milk 
given  in  a  day  by  good  cows,  from  4  to  6 
gallons.  The  annual  product  of  each  6/, : 
As  to  hogs,  they  keep  none,  on  the  account 
of  cows.  The  winter  food  hay  alone,  in 
the  houfe. 

Swine  they  fatten  from  18  to  30  ftone. 

The  general  management  of  fheep  is  to 
buy  them  off  the  commons  at  Michaelmas ; 
and  fell  the  lamb  and  ewe  fat :  they  buy  at 
10/.  and  fell  the  couples  at  20/.  The 
winter  food,  grafs  and  hay.  The  fleeces 
4W.  each.  The  rot  is  common  here,  and 
they  attribute  it  to  the  quick  luxuriant 
growth  of  grafs  from  rains,  and  alfo  from 
fprings:  but  no  fprings  will  rot  in  a  dry 
feafon. 

In  refpeft  of  their  tillage;  the  teams  arc 
hardly  to  be  fepa rated  from  their  brood 
marcs  :  a  farmer  with  $o  acres  of  ploughed 
ground  will  generally  have  4  mares  and  4 

colta. They   plough  with  3  at  length, 

and  do  an  acre  it  day  ;  the  depth  3  inches, 
and  the  price  6  s.  Only  fwing  ploughs  are 
ufed.  The  annual  ex  pence  of  a  horle  they 
reckon  at  6/.  ioj.  Stubble*  for  a  fellow 
are  not  broken  up  till  the  fpring  fowing  is 
Q..4  over, 
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over,  and  in  that  worl^  they  u|c  five  horfcft 
in  a  plough. 

The  hire  of  a  cart,  4  horfes  and  a  driver, 
loj.aday. 

They  reckon  400/.  neceflary  to  ftqck  a 
farm  of  1 00  /.  a  year. 

Tytfces  are  generally  compounded. 

Poor  rates  zs.  in  the  pound j  which  is 
double  what  thfy  were  twenty  years  ago* 
The  employment  of  the  women  and  children, 
{pinning ;  all  drink  tea, 

There  are  but  few  leafes  granted  in  this 
country,  yht  formers  carry  their  eoq*  5 
miles. 

LABOUR, 
In  harveft,  is.  6  </,  and  board, 
In  hay-time,  ditto. 
In  winter,  1  s.  and  beer, 
Mowing  grafs,  2  s.  and  beer. 
Hoeing  turnips,  6  s.  and  beer,  the  fir  ft  time; 

the  fecond  is  done  by  the  day, 
Threfhing  wheat,  8  4.  a  load  of  3  bu(hels« 
»■    ■       .       barley,  ditto, 
! ..'  ■  . .  oatS|  6  </.  ditto, 

Head-man's  wages,  io/« 
Next  ditto,  61. 

Maid^i 


THROUGH   ENGLAND.   23$ 

Maid's,.  2L  iqj,  to  5/. 
Wom?n  a  day  in  harveft,  8<£  and  board. 
-  -   in  hay-time,  8  d.  and  ditto, 
6d. 


'  in  winter, 


The  rife  of  labour  of  late  years  one  third, 

IMPLEMENTS. 
A  waggon,  20/. 


A  cart,  1 1  /. 

Hamefs  I 

er  horfe,  ] 

/.  ir. 

Shoeing, 

1  s.  4</. 

PROVISIONS, 

Bread, 

per  li. 

id. 

Cheefe, 

-       - 

4 

Butter, 

. 

7 

Beef, 

. 

3 

Mutton, 

. 

3i 

Veal, 

- 

3 

Pork, 

-. 

3t 

Milk, 

- 

oU ^*r  pint. 

Potatoes, 

-       - 

4        /«-  peek. 

Candles, 

. 

6        per  16. 

Soap, 

- 

6 

Labourer' 

s  houfe-rent,  2  /.  to  3  /. 

Coals,  5  j 

.  (td.  a  ton 

carriage  included. 

The  town  of  Chefierfield  has  nothing  to 

entertain 

a  traveller 

unlefs  he  chufes  to 
admire 
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admire  the  ingenuity  of  a  crooked  fteeple. 
Their  afchiteci,  full of  Hogarth**  idea  of 
the  line  of  beauty,  thought  ho  form  fo 
proper  for  a  fpire  as  a  crooked,  billet :  iti 
which  he  has  very  happily  fucceeded,  to 
the  great  improvement .  of  *  tafte  in  that 
neighbourhood. 

I  remain,  yours,  &c. 
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LETTER    V. 


TH  E  following  account  of  the  huf- 
bandry  around  Lais/ton  near  Baietry 
in  Torkjbire^  I  have  gained  by  the  very 
obliging  attention  of  Colonel  St,  Leger  * 
of Park-Hill. 

Farms  rife  from  20/.  to  150/.  a  year; 
the  average  about  60/.  The  foil  is  io 
general  a  light  hazel  loam  on  grit,  and 
lime-ftone;  but  they  have  fome  clay.  The 
rent  8  s.  an  acre  on  a  medium :  Their 
courfes  of  crops  as  follow  : 

1.  Fallow  3.  Beans  or  oats: 

2.  Wheat  or  barley 
This  is  the  open  field  courfc. 

In  the  inclofures, 

1,  Turnips  3.  Beans 

2,  Barley  4.  Wheat. 


1.  Turnips 

2.  Barley 

1.  Fallow 

2.  Barley 


3.  Clover 

4.  Wheat. 

3.  Clover 

4.  Wheat. 


Member  for  Orimfiy. 


Thcf 
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They  plough  from  four  to  fix  times  for 
wheat;  fow  10  pecks  per  acre;  and  gain 
at  a  medium  i8  bufhels.  For  barley  they 
ftir  from  four  to  fix  times  in  fallowing  ;  but 
after  turnips  only  once  :  fow  3  bufhels  per 
acre  about  the  end  of  March  or  the  begin- 
ning oi  April;  the  mean  crop  they  reckon; 
3  quarters.  For  oat*  they  give  but  one 
earth,  fow  four  bufhels,  generally  in  Ff- 
bruary  or  the  beginning  of  Marcby  and 
gain  in  return  about  4  quarters.  They  ftir 
bat  once  for  peafe,  fow  1  o  pecks ;  never 
hoe  them ;  the  crop  27.  bufhels. 

For  beans  they  plough  no  more  than  for 
peafe ;  fow  4  bufhels ;  and  gain  in  return 
21  bufhels  on  an  average. 

Rape  they  fometimes  fow;  prepare  for 
it  by  fallowing;  the  produce  5  quarters  an 
acre  of  feed ;  they  fow  wheat  after  it»  and 
fcldom  fail  of  good  crops. 

For  turnips  they  plough  from  four  to  fix 
times;  very  few  of  them  hand  hoe;  only 
here  and  there  a  farmer,  who  is  much  be- 
yond his  neighbours ;  about  enough  to 
prove  by  the  purchafing  price,  that  an  acre 
hoed,  is  worth  two  unhoed.  They  feed 
them  on  the  land  by  fheep  and  beafts : 
fomc 
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fcme  few  ore  tied- up  to  fatten  on  them  ;  in 
which  method  they  find  the  crop  to  go 

■  much  the^fartheft  :  one  acre  Will  fihifh  the 
1  fatting  of  four  hearts,    each  of  40  flone. 

The  felling  price  per  acre,  is  on  an  average 
35'- 

Their  clover  they  commonly  feed  firft; 
and  then  mow  it  for  feed,  of  which  the 
crop  is  about  3  bufhels  per  acre :  of  hay 
from  1  to  2  t  rbns. 

In  refpect  of  manuring,  they  find  none 

■  exceeds  paring  and  burning  the  old  fwarth, 
fowing  either  wheat  or  turnips  after  it. 
Sometimes  they  get  forward  crops  of  the 
latter,  and  feed  them  off  time  enough  for 
wheat,  in  which  method  they  never  fail  of 
great  crops.  The  paring  and  burning  coif. 
15/.  an  acre. 

They  confine  their  cattle  pretty  much  to 
the  farm-yard ;  but  have  no  idea  of  chop- 
ping their  wheat  ftubbles  for  littering  them. 

Pigeon's  dung  they  fometlmes  fpread  on 
their  barley  lands,  about  3  quarters  £ir  acre, 
at  8-r.  a  quarter. 

The  befl:  grafs  land  lets  at  20  s.  an  acre, 

they  generally  mow  it ;  an  acre  and  half 

about  fufficient  for  fummer  feedirfg  a  cow. 

3  Their 


238    THE   FARMER'S   TOUR 

Their  breed  of  cattle,  all  long  horned:  the 
average  quantity  of  milk  per  diem,  i  i-  gal- 
lons, but  the  bell  cows  give  fix  gallons. 
Mr.  Matbewmam  of  Grampian  has  had 
1 5  lb.  of  butter  a  week  from  one  cow.  The 
average  of  total  produces  per  cow  4  /.  but 
good  ones  rife  to  6  /.  They  arc  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  hufbandry  of  making 
their  dairies  maintain  great  numbers  of 
fwine;  but  to  ten  cows  they  keep  in  the 
proportion  of  about  two  lows.  Their  cows 
are  in  winter  kept  chiefly  in  the  houle. 
Their  fwine  fatten  up  to  25  ftone  :  20  the 
average. 

Flocks  of  iheep  from  80  to  too;  their 
food  in  winter  hay.     The  average   fleece 

In  their  tillage  they  reckon  6  horfes  ne- 
eeflary  to  1 00  acres  of  arable  land :  ufe 
three  or  four  in  a  plough ;  and  do  an  acre 
a  day;  from  2  to  6  inches  deep.  The 
price  of  ploughing  $s.  an  acre. — ■ — They 
reckon  the  annual  expence  of  a  horfe  to 
amount  to  7  /.  They  know  nothing  of 
cutting  ftraw  into  chaff. 

Some  oxen  they  ufc,  generally  four  in  a 

plough;   and  aflert  that  they  will  do  as 

a  much 
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much  or  more  than  the  fame  number  of 

horfes ;  and  yet  their  horfes  are  good 

jncs. 

The  time  of  breaking  ftubbles  for 

ifal- 

low,  extends  from  November  to  May. 

Thc 

ploughi  are  all  Rothiram  ones. 

The  hire  of  a  cart,  three  horfes 

and 

driver,  a  day,  6  s. 

In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms, 

they 

reckon  that  400  /.  is  neceflary  for  one  of 

100/.  a  year;  but  that  500/.  is  requifite  to 

do  it  thoroughly  well ;  they  divide  that  fum 

in  the  following  manner : 

Six  horfes,             -             £.  yz 

0 

6  Cows,                                   36 

0 

1 0  Young  cattle,           -           30 

0 

1 00  Sheep,                              30 

0 

Swine,         -                                a 

10 

2  Waggons,                               30 

0 

3  Carts,        -        -        -       20 

0 

3  Ploughs,         -          -            3 

3 

5  Pair  of  harrows,          -            4 

0 

a  Rollers,          -          -             1 

19 

Harnefs,                                    9 

O 

Sundry  fmall  implements,           5 

O 

Houmold  and  dairy  furniture,  too 

9 

Rent,                                       50 

O 

Carry  over,             393 

3 
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Brought  bVer,  -  393    3 

Town  charges,        -        m        10    o 
Houfe-keeping, 

1  Man, 

2  Boys, 
1  Maid, 

Labour  in  hay  and  harven, 
Seed, 
Cafli  in  hand, 


30 

0 

8 

0 

•             10 

0 

3 

0 

20 

'0 

15 

'7 

£■5°° 

0 

Land  fells  at  35  years  purchafe. 

LABOUR. 

In  harveft,  9 1.  a  week  and  board. 

In  hay-time,  ditto. 

In  winter,  I  s.  2d.  a  day. 

Reaping  wheat,  4J.  rod.  to  5  s.  and  6d. 

Mowing  barley,  and  binding  into  fheaves, 

3J- 
— grafs,   1  s,  2  d.  to  1  j.  6  d. 


-  fainfoine,   I  s.  $d.  to  1  j.  8  d. 


Hoeing  turnips,  6  /.  the  two  hoeings. 
Plaining  a  hedge,  and  repairing  the  ditch, 

lod.  an  acre  of  28  yards. 
Thrafhing  wheat,  $d.  a  bufhel. 

——rye,  zd.f  ditto. 

Thraihing 
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Thrashing  barley,  if.  3  d. per  quarter. 

— — —  oats,   1  s.  ditto. 

peafe  and  beans,  yd.  the  three 

bulhels. 
Making  faggots,  is.  a  hundred* 
Wages  of  firft  man,  9/. 
Ditto  of  the  next,  8  /. 
Lad's,  6/. 

Datry-maid's,  3/.  ioj. 
Other  ditto,  3  /. 
Women  per  day  in  harveft,  t  s. 
In  hay-time,  6  d.  and  beer. 
In  winter,  4  d. 
Value  of  a  man's  board,  3  /.  a  week ;  his 

warning,  1  A  a  year. 
Rife  of  labour,  a  fourth  in  10  years. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread,  per  pound,  1  d. 
4* 
6t 
3t 
3i 
3t 
4 
7 
id.  a  pint. 


Cheefe, 
Butter, 
Beef, 
Mutton, 
Veal, 
Pork, 
Bacon, 
Milk, 

Candles,  per  pound,  7  i 
Vol.  I.  R 
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Soap,  per  pound,        6  d. 
Labourer's  houfe-rent,  i  /. 
Coals,  1 5  s.  6d.  for  35  cwt. 

BUILDING. 
Oak  timber,  \od.  to  zs. 
A(h,  Sd. 
Elm,  6d. 

A  carpenter  a  day,  is.  ^d. 

A  mafon  and  thatcher,  ditto. 

Stone  walls  in  mortar ;  workmanfhip,  3  x. 

6  d.  a  rood,  7  yards  long  by  1  high,  and 

1 8  inches]  thick ;  getting  the  ftones  r  s. 

and  lime  6d*  in  all  5^;  that  is*  ro  s.fpv  a 

wait  6  feet  high,  befides  leading. 

Farm-houfes  all  of  ftone  and  flate. 

There  are  many  worfefyftems  of  hufban- 

dry  than  the  preceding ;  tho*  it  is  by  no 

means  free  from  objections.     The  crops  in 

general  are  not  fo  confiderable  as  they  ought 

to  be  on  a  hazel  loam ;  this  is  much  owing 

to  their  not  hoeing  their  turnips,   which 

certainly  afFe&s,  not  only  the  crop  itfelf, 

but  all  that  fucceed  in  the  courfe.     Beans 

they  never  hoe,  and  yet  make  them  a  fallow 

crop,  following  them  with  wheat ;— this  is 

running  the  land  too  much :    the  idea  of 

fallow  cropfy    fuch  as  turnips  and  beans, 

being 
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being  equal  to  fallows,  is  founded  on  their 
admitting  the  hand-hoe  (which  wheat, 
barley,  Sec.  will  not) — fo  that  the  ground 
may  be  kept  as  clean  as  the  farmer  plcafes. 
If  beans  and  turnips  are  well  hoed,    they 

ought  to  be  efleemed  fallows but  it  is 

very  pernicious  to  tank  unhoed  crops  in 
the  fame  clafs.  Wheat  18  bufhcls  per  cere 
is  not  anfwerable  to  the  other  particulars  of 
the  huibaridry  ;'  nor  are  3  quarters  of  barley 
or  4  of  oats  to  be  mentioned  under  circum- 
fiances  that  would  fo  much  increafe  them. 
But  the  contrail  between  the  hoed  and  un- 
hoed turnips,  is  fufliL-icntly  (Inking  : — the 
value  of  t"he  former  being  double  to  that  of 
the  latter,  fpeaks  clearly  the  abfolute  necef- 
fity  of  that  practice  being  univerfal  among 
them. 

Alight  hazel  loam  being  ploughed  with 
more  than  two  horfc&  is  prcpofterOus  ;  this 
is  a  point  that  fhould  he  remedied  undoubt- 
edly. Cnlonel  St.  Legtr  fee  them  a  better 
example,  which  one  would  apprehend  muft 
have  effect  in  time:  their  companion  be- 
tween horfesand  oxen  is  very  dccifive,  and 
yet  they  ufe  the  former  hit/fly:  it  is  diffi- 
cult clearly  to  account  for  this. 

R:  K  -nro-Oo. 
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A  much  better  hufbandry  would  be  found 
among  them  if  the  farms  were  larger  ; 
they  are  too  fmall  for  any  fpirited  hufbandry. 

At  Gatefordf  four  miles  from  Park-Hili-, 
are  fome  variations  which  deferve  noting- 

Farms  are  of  much  the  fize  with  thofe 
juft  minuted.  The  foil,  fand  •<  clay  -  • 
and  lime-ftone  land  :— — the  parifh  border* 
on  Shirrwood  for eft ;  and  includes  fome  of 
it;  all  which  is  a  light  fand.  The  rent  of 
the  foreft  land  is  3  s.  an  acre ;  of  the 
inclofures  12*.  6d.;  average  of  both   10. 

The  courfe  of  crops, 

1.  Turnips  3.  Clover  1  year 

1.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 

For  wheat  they  plough  five  times,  fow" 
jo  pecks,  and  reap  on  a  medium  from  18 
to  26  bufhels.  For  rye,  after  wheat,  which 
is  foraetimes  pra&ifed,  they  Air  but  once : 
fow  2  bufhels,  and  reap  24.  They  ftir  but 
once  for  barley ;  fow  3  bufhels,  and  gain 
on  an  average  44.  quarters.  For  oats  they 
plough  but  once,  low  4  bufhels  j  the  crop 
;  quarters.  They  give  but  one  earth  for 
peafe,  fow  10  peeks;  never  hoe;  the  mean 


2 

: 


produce  22  bufhels. 
They  fow  no  beans* 
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For  turnips  they  plough  from  four  to 
fix  times ;  fotne  arc  hoed,  but  very  badly ; 
none  done  completely,  and  yet  the  hoed  arc- 
better  by  30J.  an  acre  than  the  common 
crops.  On  the  fands  they  feed  them  with 
ftieep,  &c.  fometimes  they  draw  for  fatting 
beafts.  One  acre  will,  in  flail  feeding, 
fatten  5  or  6  beafts.  The  average  price 
per  acre  about  50  /. ;  but  they  rife  to  4  /. 

Clover  they  mow  twice  for  hay,  and 
gain  4  *  tons  per  acre.   . 

Tares  are  but  little  cultivated.  But  Mr. 
yohn  EtUifon  of  Gateford  has  fawn  them ; 
the  firft  crop  he  feeds  ;  and  has  ploughed 
the  fecond  in,  as  a  drefllng  for  wheat :  He 
lias  alfo  fed  his  horfes  with  it. 

Wafte  land,  that  is  the  foreft,  is  fome- 
times improved  in  this  place.  Their  me- 
thod is,  firft,  to  ftub  the  whins,  &c.  then 
they  plough  it,  and  leave  it  for  a  whole 
year ;  on  two  earths  they  then  fow  rye  or 
maflin ;  and  get  good  crops ;  after  this 
crop  of  rye,  they  take  another  of  oats,  and 
with  them  lay  down  with  ray-grafs  for 
fheep.  Thcfe  two  crops  of  corn  together 
are  very  bad  hufbandry;  they  can  be  had 
merely  from  the  old  turf ;  and  in  Co  bad  a 
R  3  method 
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method  as  ploughing  it,  and  doing  nothing 
more  for  a  twelvemonth,  thcfe  crops  muft 
nearly  exhauft  the  foil,  and  leave  it  -in  a 
bad  ftate  to  lay  down :  the  firft  prop  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  turnips,  fed  on  the  land ; 
and  then  oats  or  barley  and  the  grafs  feeds. 

Lime  they  ufe  commonly ;  lay  a  chal- 
dron per  acre,  at  the  expence  of  us.  car- 
riage included ;  for  turnips,  they  find  it  of 
very  great  feryice;  it  lafts  3  or  4  years. 
They  do  not  chop  their  ftubble?  ;  but  their 
pattle  they  keep  in  the  yard  chiefly.  They 
buy  a  good  deal  of  manure  at  Workfopy 
from  2  s.  6  d.  to  3  s.  a  load ;  lay  1 2  loads 
per  acre,  and  find  it  lafts  three  crops. 

The beft  grafs  lets  at  35 s.  an  acre;  they 
mow  it,  or  feed  cows  1  an  acre  and  quar- 
ter are  fufficient  to  carry  a  cow  through  the 
fummer.  The  breed  of  cattle  is  the  long?- 
horned.  The  average  quantity  of  milk  per 
pow  3  gallons.  Mr.  JLddifon  has  had  fome 
that  gave  9  gallons  a  day.  The  annual 
product  7  /.  To  10  cows  they  keep  2  fows. 
In  winter  they  keep  them  in  the  houfe. 

Their  fwine  fat  up  to  25  flonc  ;     16  the 

■ 

average. 

Flocks  of  fheep  rife  to  2000.     The  profit 

thej 
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they  reckon  at  5  s.  a  head :  which  is  fo 
fcandaloufly  low,  that  it  much  behoves 
more  fpirited  farmers  to  fet  in  earned  about 
gaining  a  better  breed  ;  for  more  profitable 
ftieep  might  certainly  be  kept  at  the  fame 
expcnce ;  this  is  proved  clearly  enough  by 
the  Iheep  of  Mr.  EJdifon  above-mentioned, 
who  lias  gained  a  very  good  and  profitable 
breed  by  hiring  a  tup  of  Mr.  Dakciv.I!  of 
Dijhhy\  and  he  finds  that  his  new  lheep 
are  kept  on  the  fame  food  and  at  as  fmall 
an  expcnce  as  his  old  foreft  ftock :  an  in- 
ftance  of  whicb  is  his  turning  the  fame 
number  as  before  on  to  a  Hinted  common, 
and  finding  them  to  thrive  juft  as  well  as 
ihc  inferior  breed.—  -  The  forcil  fheep  are 
commonly  kept  in  winter  on  what  they  can 
find,  with  fearcely  any  aififtance  from  hay 
or  turnips.    The  average  fleece  is  3  lb.    • 

In  their  tillage  they  reckon  6  horfes 
necefiary  for  1  00  acres  of  ploughed  land  : 
ufe  two  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day ; 
the  depth  about  5  inches,  and  the  pice  5  r, 
an  acre.  Harrowing  1  /.  The  annual  ex- 
peace  of  a  horfe  they  reckon  at  10/.  They 
in  general  know  nothing  of  cutting  ftniw 
11  4  '  into 


*4«   THE  FARMERS  TOUR 

into  chaff;  but  Mr.  Eddifon  has  pra&ifed  it 
for  fome  time, 

Their  ftubbles  they  plough  before  Cbrifl-* 
mas :  The  Rotberam  plough  the  only  ones 
yfed, 

The  hire  of  a  cart,  three  horfes,  and  a 
driver,  a  day,  6  s. 

In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms,  they 
reckon  iooo  /.  neceflary  for  a  fand  farm  of 
200  acres,  1 00  /.  a  year ;  and  they  divide 
that  fum  in  the  following  manner ;  fuppo- 
fing  the  farmer  a  fpiritec)  m^n,  and  to  aim 
at  improvements, 

10  Horfes,  *  -  £.  130 


12  COWS,            * 

w 

- 

84 

20  Young  cattle, 

- 

- 

60 

500  Sheep,        - 

1 

* 

200 

A  tup  hired,         m 

•* 

- 

25 

JSwine,         -        • 

* 

m 

8 

3  Waggons,        * 

* 

- 

45 

4  Carts,        -        9 

• 

«■ 

30 

4  Ploughs,          ■- 

•  V 

* 

5 

5  Pair  of  harrows, 

* 

'- 

5 

• 

Rollers, 

- 

« 

3 

JIarnefs,    .    - 

. 

2Q 

{Sundry  fmall  implements, 

• 

- 

IO 

Carry  over,        -        625 
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Brought  over, 
Furniture  of  houfe  and  dairy, 
Rent,        -        -         - 
Town  charges, 
Houfekeeping, 
i  Man,         - 
j  Boy,  - 

2  Maids,         - 
2  Labourers, 
Extra  labour,        -        - 
Seed,  40  Acres  wheat, 

« 20  Barley, 

'         20  Clover,  2 

■        1  20  Turnips, 

Total, 
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625 


150 
5° 
»5 

100 
10 

5 
6 

40 
36 


£.1074 

But  fuch  farms  are  often  taken  with  three 
or  four  hundred  pounds ;  the  confequence 
of  which  is,  the  execrable  hufbandry  fo 
common  here. 

Mr.  Rddifon,  mentioned  as  a  good  farmer 
in  this  account,  more  than  once  has  proved, 
himfclf  fuch  by  fome  other  particulars.  His 
improvement  of  a  bog  is,  I  believe,  origi- 
nal ;  it  is  certainly  curious.  The  field  con- 
tains eight  acres,  was  rented  at  3  s.  an  acre : 
Mr.  Eddifon  began  the  improvement  of  it 
by 
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by  cutting  fome  open  drains,  at  the  expencc 
of  5*/.  and  10  d.  per  acre  of  28  yards;  the 
whole  came  to  7  /.  7  s.  He  then  carted 
on  to  it  1003  loads  of  fand  and  earth, 
40  bufliels  each ;  they  were  carried  300 
yards  ;  the  expence  10  j.  6  d.  per  40  loads. 
After  this  he  carted  on  400  loads  of  twitch 
grafs,  at  1  s.  each,  20  /.  This  article  of 
improvement  muft  found  fo  very  odd,  that 
a  little  explanation  is  neceffary :  the  country 
is  chiefly  fand,  and  the  weed  mofl  common 
on  all  the  fands  of  this  country  is  twitch. 
The  quantity  of  it  is  truly  aftoniuYmg : 
You  hear  the  farmers  talk  of  2  or  300  loads 
of  twitch  picked  off  their  land  in  a  familiar 
manner,  as  if  it  was  not  at  all  extraordi- 
nary : — this  is  fo  much  the  cafe  that  I  was 
induced,  after  I  had  been  in  the  country  ; 
ihort  time,  almoft  to  think  it  a  ncceflary 
evil :  but  the  whole  is  certainly  owing  to 
bad  hufbandry,  for  I  found  that  the  beft 
cultivated  fields  had  the  leaft  of  it ;  and  Mr. 
Eddifon  aflured  me,  that  the  clofes  which 
he  had  gotten  into  good  order,  were  per- 
fectly free  from  twitch :  It  is  the  running 
two  or  three  crops  together  that  fills  the 
land  with  this  weed  :  fome  very  capital  flo- 
vens 
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yens  aflert  that  twitch  is  a  very  good  friend 
to  the  farmer ;  and  that  they  mould  not  be 
able  to  get  any  corn  if  the  land  was  not  full 
of  it  To  attempt  to  reafon  with  fnch  fel- 
lows, is  an  abfurdity.  I  was  inclined  to 
feize  a  hedge-ftake,  in  order  to  break  it 
about  the  bones  of  one  who  gave  me  this 
intelligence. 

Mr.  EJdi/oTj,  on  coming  to  his  farm, 
found  this  blelfed  commodity  fo  much  the 
ftaple  of  his  farm,  that  he  had  arnplc  ma- 
terials for  improvement.  The  twitch  talon 
root  and  forms  a  matted  net-work  of  roots 
on  the  bog,  fo  that  it  is  bound  quite  into  a 
firm  furface;  and  what  is  extremely  re- 
markable, the  twitch  vegetates  in  its  new 
lituation  no  longer  than  juft  to  produce  that 
effect ;  for  a  fine  carpet  of  white  clover  pi  tv 
fently  rifes,  and  likewlfe  other  valuable 
graifes,  fo  that  in  the  following  crops  of 
hay  the  twitch  is  fcarcelv  perceptible,  and 
foon  quite  difippears.  The  effett  is  fo 
great  that  the  meadow  is  now  fuch  as  would 
let  for  a  guinea  an  acre  ;  I  faw  the  crop  of 
hay,  and  found  it  a  very  good  one.  The 
adjoining 'clofe  is  now  a  bog,  and  almoft 
fwallows 
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fwallows  up  the  calves  turned  on  it;  the 
only  ftocfc  they  venture  on. 

One  fpot  of  about  half  a  rood  was  covered 
with  56  bufliels  of  lime;  or  above  400  per 
acre.  The  effed  was  making  the  furface 
found,  but  the  grafs,  the  fecond  and  third 
year,  not  fo  good  as  that  from  twitch  the 
firft. — Lime  alone,  Mr.  Eddifon  does  not 
recommend  as  profitable,  for  want  of  the 
twitch  binding  the  furface  firft.  Mixed 
with  earth  it  is  much  better.  The  field  is 
now  very  well  worth  a  guinea  an  acre ;  Mr. 
Eddifon  would  not  take  that  rent  for  it :  the 
white  clover  is  very  thick  and  luxuriant  in 
many  parts  of  it.  In  dry,  burning  feafons, 
he  finds  it  of  particular  ufe,  for  it  fupports 
cattle  well  when  he  has  no  other  food. 
This  year  he  fed  it  from  the  1 4th  of  AprU 
to  the  2 1  ft  day  of  May ;  which  he  values  at 
10  j.  an  acre  alone ;  and  it  now  yields  a  ton 
of  hay  an  acre,  after  that  late  feeding. 

The  expence  of  the  improvement  he  cal- 
culates in  the  following  manner : 


1003  Loads. 
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1003  Loads  of  land,  at  10s. 

bd.  per  4.0.        -        -       £.  13  2     6 

400  Loads  of  twitch,  at  u.         20  o     o 

Draining,         -  -  7  7° 

Total, 

Which  hper  acre, 


40  9    6 


£j 


The  return,  if  it  amounts  to  only  il.  to/. 
per  acre,  is  a  profit  30  per  Cent,  on  the 
capital  employed. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  from  this  very 
ufeful  experiment,  but  that  twitch  may  be 
employed  to  a  very  profitable  purpofe ;  but 
as  I  much  hope  that  few  will  be  able  thus 
to  improve  bogs,  let  mc  remark,  that  there 
is  reafon  to  conclude  it  not  altogether  necef- 
iary.  The  draining  is  here  confiderable ; 
I  viewed  the  cuts,  and  found  them  nume- 
rous and  deep;  thefe,  with  8  quarters  of 
lime  on  \  a  rood,  worked  a  great  improve- 
ment, tho*  not  equal  to  that  of  fand  and 
twitch :    but    Mr.    Eddifon    obferved   that 

Llime  and  earth  did  well ;  that  is,  the  in- 
creased Vitigbt  did  well :  I  am  convinced 
that  weight  alone  will  improve  a  bog ;  the 
draining  begins  the  work,  and  then  the 
preffuK 
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preflure  of  125  load  of  fand  per  acre  nearly 
effected  the  reft  :  50  load  of  twitch  makes 
the  weight  yet  greater,  and  confeqtientljr 
muft  be  of  great  fervice  :  and  when  it  Tots, 
it  certainly  becomes  a  good  manure.  The 
white  clover  is  by  no  means  brought  by  the 
twitch,  but  the  fand;  an  effect  found  before. 
The  great  utility  of  preflure  on  a  bog,  is 
feen  in  that  improved  by  the  Duke  of  Bridge 
•watery  at  the  head  of  his  navigation,  by 
carrying  large  quantities  of  refufe  ftone  on  it. 

Mr.  Eddt/on\  method  of  improving  foreft 
lands  is,  fitft,  to  pare  and  burn  the  ling, 
and  fow  turnips,  which  he  hand-hoes  clean  ; 
after  thefe  he  takes  another  drop,  which  are 
worth  from  40  s.  to  3  /.  an  acre  :  then  bar- 
ley or  oats;  and  then  turnips  again.  After 
this  crop  he  fows-  barley  or  oats  with  ray- 
grafs  and  clover :  this  fyftem  of 'tillage  fo 
completely  eradicates  the  ling  and  fern,  that 
none  of  it  rifes  again.  The  grafs  thus  gained 
would  let  for  from  ioj.  to  15s.  an  acre. 

In  feeding  his  teams,  this  attentive  farmer 
has  practifed  .1  method  which  promifes  to  be 
very  fuccefsfi.il ;  he  has  built  a  whin  mill. 
See  Plate  III.  fig.  1. 

1.  The  path  ofthchorfc. 

2.  The 
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2.  The  groove  in  which  the  whins  are 
laid;  and  on  which  the  wheel  rolls. 

3.  The  wheel. 

4.  A  poft  fixed  in  the  center  of  the  floor, 
to  which  the  wheel  is  faflenetl. 

When  there  is  only  a  wade  to  have  re- 
courfe  to,  nothing  muft  be  taken  but  the 
young  moots  of  the  whins ;  and  with  fuch 
trouble  one  man  can  feed  6  horfes.  But 
if  an  acre  was  well  cropped  with  them,  he 
is  confident  it  would  winter  6  horfes ;  at  3 
or  4  years  growth,  the  whole  crop  mould 
be  taken,  cut  clofe  to  the  ground,  and  car- 
ried to  the  mill ;  in  which  the  whins  are  to 
be  bruifed,  and  then  given  to  the  horfes. 
They  all  prefer  them  even  to  corn  ;  and  will 
eat  neither  that  nor  hay  while  you  let  them 
have  whins  :  they  are  further  a  very  wholc- 
fome  food,  and  remarkably  hearty.  In 
hard  drawing  work,  they  will  do  as  much, 
and  ftand  it  as  well  as  any  horfes  fed  in  the 
common  manner.  Four  acres  fhould  be 
planted  ;  that  one  may  be  ufed  each  year  at 
the  proper  age  to  cut.  Feeding  in  this 
manner  he  reckons  worth  5  J.  a  week  per 
horfc ;  it  is  a  faving  of  all  the  cofn  and  nine 
tenths  of  the  hay. 

2  Six. 
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Six    horfes    fed    25    weeks, 

at  5 j.  -         -         -      £37   »° 

The  fourth 


-    £-9     7     6 

which  is  the  product  per  acre,  per  annum? 
of  whin  land  thus  applied-  I  afked  him 
particularly  about  the  number  of  horfes. 
He  told  me  at  firft  10;  but  upon  my  calcu- 
lating the  value,  he  replied,  "  I  don't  think 
1  am  above  the  mark%  but  to  obviate  objec- 
tions-, Jet  it  down  at  jix.  "—This  improve- 
ment, it  muft  be  allowed,  is  of  a  moft  im- 
portant kind;  and  certainly  reduces  theex- 
pencc  of  horfe-keeping  more  than  any  other 
practice  ever  heard  of.  The  pooreft  land 
does  well  for  whins  ;  zs.  an  acre  rent  will 
yield  vaft  crops ;  and  after  the  firft  planting, 
which  cofts  but  little,  for  the  feed  is  cheap, 
will  require  no  other  expence  or  trouble 
than  the  cutting  for  the  horfes.  A  horfe 
may  certainly  be  thus  well  kept  the  fix 
winter  months  for  z  s.  6d.  labour  excluded. 

Mr.  Eddi/bn  keeps  his  cattle  in  the  farm- 
yard during  winter;  and  gains  thereby  12 
(oada  of  dung  for  every  head  of  cattle  win- 
tered, horfes  or  horned  cattle. 

A  method  of  feeding  with  hay,  pra&ifec 
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by  him,  is  worthy  of  attention :  he  has 
erected  a  houfe,  of  which  Plate  III.  Fig.  i> 
is  a  reprefentation :  the  horfes  feed  on  the 
outfide  from  racks,  which  are  filled  on  the 
infidc  either  from  a  chamber  over  the  body 
of  the  houfe,  or  from  the  houfe  in  general, 
in  cafe  it  is  all  filled  with  hay :  In  a  field  it 
is  but  an  improvement  of  bad  husbandry— 
but  fuch  a  houfe  in  the  center  of  a  farm- 
yard would  be  of  excellent  ufe. 

a.  The  body  of  the  houfe. 

b.  The  roof. 

c.  c.  The  projecting  roofs,  Under  which 
the  horfes  feed. 

d.  d.  The  racks. 

I  proceed  with  great  pleafure  to  the 
regiftcr  of  Colonel  St.  Leger's  husbandry, 
which  is  not  only  truly  experimental,  but 
embraces  (6  many  objects,  that  it  cannot 
fail  of  being  particularly  valuable  to  the 
publick. 

SAINFOINS. 

Experiment*  No.  1. 

In  1765,  three  acres  of  a  thin  lime-ftone 

foil,  let  at  5  j.   an  acre,    were  fown  with 

fainfoine  the  beginning  of  April,  4  bufhels 


Vol.  I.  S  of 
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of  feed  per  acre,  and  lib.  of  trefoile,  among 
barley.  The  land  had  been  twice  cropped 
with  turnips,  both  times  fed  by  iheep. 
After  the  barley  was  harvefted,  the  fain- 
foine, &c.  was  left  unfed  by  any  cattle. 
1766. 

The  following  year  it  was  mown  for 
hay ;  the  produce  two  loads  an  acre,  but 
chiefly  trefoile.  In  the  after-grafs  the 
fainfoine  principally  came,  and  u  was 
worth  10  j.  an  acre. 

1767. 

This  year  the  trefoile  difappeared;  and 
two  loads  and  an  half  of  fainfoine  per  acre 
were  cut.  The  after-grafs  again  was  worth 
10  j. 

1768. 

The  latter  end  of  "January  the  field  was 
harrowed  with  three  horfes,  twice  in  t 
place,  acrofs,  to  clean  the  fainfoine  plants 
from  natural  grafs,  and  fome  weeds  that 
had  rifen :  the  effect  was  completely  an- 
fwered,  and'  -without  any  damage  to  the 
crop.  Two  loads  an  acre  were  cut;  the 
after-grafs  valued  at  ioj.  an  acre. 
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1769. 

This  year  it  produced  one  load  and  an 
half  of  hay  j  and  an  after-gfafs  of  10  n 
1770. 

This  year  one  load  an  acre  is  cut. 

The  reafon  of  the  product  declining  is 
the  want  of  manure ;  fainfoine  will  not 
yield  large  crops  on  this  foil  without  being 
refreshed  once  iti  four  years  with  a  manur- 
ing of  fome  fort  or  other.  It  is  to  no  other 
caufe  that  the  crops  have  fallen  off;  for 
there  is  great  plenty  of  roots. 

A  flight  calculation  will  Ihew  the  profit 
of  this  experiment. 

Expences  per  acre, 
t765.Seed4buihels,  ax^s.be/.  £.0  18     o 

2  lb.  Trcfoile,  -  -006 
Sowing,  -  o  o  6 
Harrowing,  at  I  s.         -      020 

3  Earths, 


Rent, 


*5 
5 


t^66.  Mowing,  mak- 
ing. &c.  £. 


7    6 


Carry  over, 

S  a 


o  1:    6 
J13     6 
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Brought  over,    ^.2  13     6 

1767.  Ditto,        -        -        -       o  12     6 

1768.  Four  harrow- 
ing^ -      X-°    4    ° 
Mowing,  &c.      076 

Rent,  -         050 

■  o  16  6 

1769.  Mowing,  &c.  and  rent,       o  12  6 

1770.  Ditto,         -        -        -       o  12  6 

Total  in  6  years,         -         4     7     6 

Produce. 

1766.  Two  loads  of  hay,  at  30  s.    3     o     o 
After-grafs,         -        -       o  10     o 

1 767.  Two  and  half 

loads,         -       3   15     o 
After-grafs,  o  ic     o 

—  450 

1768.  Two  loads  and  after-grafs,   3  10     q 

1769.  One  and  a  half 

load,         -       250 
After-grafs,  076 

■  2  12     6 

1 770.  One  load,  I   10     o 
After-graft,  fup- 

pofe,        -       o.    5     a 

1   15     o 

Total  produd,     £.15  12    6. 


5 

7 

6 

IO 

s 

o 
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I 

o 
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Total  product,        -        -       jf,  15  1:     6 
Expenses, 

Profit  in  5  years. 

Which  \$  per  (trimm, 

The  profit  would  have  been  much  greater 
had  the  land  been  manured  at  the  end  of 
the  third  year;  but  Mill  the  profit  13  extra- 
ordinarily high  for  fuch  poor  land,  that 
under  any  other  management  would  yield 
a  moft  infignificant  advantage,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  rent  of  5  s. — And  let  me 
further  obferve,  that  the  rent  at  which  this 
fort  of  land  under  Ciinfoine  will  let,  which 
is  25 1.  an  acre,  though  it  icems  fo  amazing 
a  rife,  is  yet  ftrongly  confirmed  by  this 
eftimate;  for  this  field  was  undoubtedly 
■worth  that  rent;  and  would  appear  yet 
more  fo,  had  it  been  manured. 

This  trial  is  a  Unking  proof  of  the  great 
excellency  of  faint'time  on  thde  limc-ftone 
foils :  they  are  in  every  other  application 
moft  unprofitable  land ;  but  by  means  of 
this  excellent  grafsj  are  advanced  without 
cxpence  to  a  par  with  the  richeft  meadows. 


S  3 


Exfi- 
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.  Experiment ,  No.  2, 

In  1 764,  fix  acres  of  the  fame  foil  as  the 
preceding  trial  were  cropped  with  wheat  ^ 
it  had  been  fo  badly  managed  that  the  land 
was  quite  run  out  of  heart. 

*765-. 
This  ftate  of  it  determined  Colonel  St. 
Leger  to  give  it  a  compete  fallow :    it  Hac^ 
five  earths ;  and  was  manured  with  50  loads 
of  old  rotten  dung. 

1766. 

In  this  preparation  barley  was  fown,  3 
bufhels  per  acre ;  and  with  it  4  bufhels  per 
*cre  of  fainfeine,  and  2  lb.  of  trefoik.  The 
parley  produced  4  quarters  per  acre. 

1767. 
The  crop  vvas  mown  for  hay :    it  pro- 
duced (chiefly  trefoile)  two  loads  an  acre. 
The  after-grafs  was  worth  1  o  s.  aa  acre. 

1768. 
Gut  it  again ;  produce  the  fame  as  laft 

1769. 

Cat  it  the  third  time :  produce  the  fagae. 
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1770. 

Harrowed  it  the  beginning  of  'January 
eight  times  ;  four  times  one  way,  and  then 
four  more  acrofs.  After  the  harrowing, 
manured  it  with  farm-yard  compoft  mixed 
with  afhes,  5  Heads  an  acre.  The  crop  of 
hay  2  loads  an  acre ;  It  would  have  been 
much  more  confiderable,  had  the  harrow- 
ing been  later ;  the  fucceeding  frofts  and  a 
cold  fpring  kept  it  backward.  It  promises 
however  extremely  well ;  and  will  laft  good 
eleven  years  longer. 

Experiment,  No.  3. 
.  Six  acres  of  the  fame  land,  the  rent  4  s. 
per  acre,  were  fallowed  in  the  year  1766 
for  turnips;  and  manured  with  10  loads 
per  acre  of  rotten  dung  :  they  were  fed  on 
[lie  land,  and  in 

1767. 
followed  by  barley,  3  bufliels  an  acre  feed, 
4  bufhels  of  iainfoine,  and  2  #.  of  trefoile. 

1768. 

The  firft  year  the  crop  of  hay  amounted  to 

2  loads  an  acre;  and  the  after-grafs,   los. 

and  has  continued  ever  fince  to  produce  the 

fame  quantity.     What  a  raft  profit  is  it  to 

S  4  gaia 
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gain  3/.  ioj. per  ann,  from  land  of  4.J.  an 
acre !  I  do  not  think  the  whole  range  of 
husbandry  can  produce  any  improvement 
greater  than  this !  And  let  me  obferve,  that 
the  valuation  of  30  j.  a  load  for  fainfoine 
hay  is  extremely  low  ;< — I  know  fcarcely  any 
country  in  which  it  would  not  be  worth 
more  money.  This  crop  will  laft  12  years 
longer ;  but  it  muft  be  manured  once  ia  four 
years. 

Colonel  St.  Leger  finds  from  repeat* 
experience,  that  the  proper  foil  for  fainfoine 
is  the  fine  dry  loams  on  lime-ftone ;  but  it 
will  not  grow  on  rocks  in  folid  ftrata,  with- 
out thofe  numerous  interftices  which  are  ge- 
nerally found  in  beds  of  lime-ftone  :  This 
is  owing  to  the  folid  rock  not  admitting 
the  roots  to  Ihoot  deep  through  it ;  they  can 
only  fpread  on  a  fmooth  furface:  whereas 
in  lime-ftone  it  runs  along  on  the  folid 
parts  till  it  meets  with  crevices,  and  imme- 
diately follows  them  in  the  fearch  of  nou*- 
rifhment.  None  is  ever  fown  here  without 
a  rock  under  the  furface  of  (qam.  It  will 
do  very  well  where  the  foil  is  not  above  4 
inches  deep,  but  thrives  better  where  it  ha$ 
0  or  jo.  The  culture  Mr.  St,  Leger  recom- 
mends 
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mends  is,  to  take  two  crops  of  turnips  fuo- 
celTively  ;■  to  manure  the  land  for  the  firft, 
and  to  prepare  it  well  by  ploughing:  both 
crops  to  be  well  hand-hoed  ;  and  ted  on  the 
land  with  flieep.  Then  3  buihels  of  barley 
or  oats  to  be  fown,  and  with  them  4  buihels 
of  fainfoine,  and  lib,  oftrefoile.  This  is 
a  practice  in  which  the  Colonel  is  original, 
and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  moft  excellent  one; 
for  the  fainfoine  the  firft  year  is  of  little 
account,  but  the  trefoile  yields  its  full  pro-: 
duce ;  and  then  dying  away,  the  fainfoine 
fucceeds  in  vigour.  I  am  feniiblc  it  may 
be  objected  to  this,  that  the  growth  of  the 
trefoile  mult  be  prejudicial  to  the  young 
tinfoine ;  but  in  anfwer  to  this  it  is  very 
juAly  obfervcd  by  Colonel  St.  Legery  that 
the  enquiry  is  not,  whether  the  land 
fhould  be  occupied  by  fainfoine  alone,  but 
whether  weeds  or  trefoile  be  preferable. 
For  he  has  regularly  found  in  all  crops,  that 
the  land  will  be  occupied  by  fomething ;  if 
you  don't  fow  for  a  crop,  the  foil  will  feed 
itfelfwith  weeds;  and  the  latter  will  be  to 
the  full  as  prejudicial  to  the  young  plants, 
as  any  crop  oftrefoile  can  be. 

After  three  crops  are  taken,  the  land  is  to 
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be  harrowed  twice  acrofs,  and  then  manured 
with  fine  lifted  coal  alhes,  about  200  bufliela 
per  acre  :  or  elle  with  foot,  7obuiheIs^r 
acre.  If  neither  of  thefe  can  be  had,  rotten 
dung  mixed  with  earth  will  be  a  very  good 
compoft,  8  loads  an  acre,  at  4  j.  a  load,  alt 
expences  included.  If  near  a  town,  fcaven- 
gers  manure  is  belt  of  all,  8  loads  an  acre, 
all  at  the  expence  of  about  50  s.  an  acre, 
The  manuring  mull  be  repeated  once  in 
four  years ;  and  always  preceded  by  har- 
rowing. There  is  no  other  objection  to 
mowing  it  twice  in  a  feafon,  except  the 
after-graft  not  yielding  a  bulk  fufficrent  for 
hay. 

If  it  is  town  without  trefoile,  then  it  may 
be  fed  through  the  firft  year ;  but  if  the 
frcfoile  is  fed,  it  will  not  die. 

This  gentleman  is  very  well  convinced, 
that  it  is  weeds  and  grafs  only  that  kill  fain- 
foine  ;  if  kept  perfectly  clean,  it  will  pre 
a  true  perennial. 

With  this  fyftem  of  management,  crops 
of  hay  of  2  loads  each  may  be  expected, 
and  an  after-grafs  worth  10  s.  an  acre. 

When  you  break  up  a  fainfoine  lay,  it 
Ihould  be  by  paring  and  burning  f( 

nips ; 
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pips;  and  if  the  land  is  to  be  again  laid 
down  to  fainfoinc,  then  fow  barley— theu 
peafe  ;  then  two  more  crops  of  turnips  both 
well  hand-hoed,  and  after  them  barley  and 
the  fainfoinc.  It  is  a  common  notion  that 
this  grafs  will  not  do  again  on  the  fame 
land;  but  Colonel  St.Leger  attributes  this 
idea  to  the  land  being  again  fown  too  foon 
after  the  laft  crop ;  in  which  cafe  he  con- 
ceives it  may  fail,  from  the  crevices  in  the 
ftrata  of  rock  being  all  fo  full  of  the  old 
roots,  that  the  young  ones  cannot  find  an 
entrance ;  but  if  you  keep  the  land  in  the 
above  courfe  of  tillage,  they  will  all  be  rot- 
ten and  prove  a  manure  for  the  new  roots, 
jnflcad  of  being  any  prejudice  to  them. 
That  fainfoine  will  fucceed  on  old  fainfoinc 
land,  he  knows  by  experience;  for  the  fix 
acres  registered  above,  Experiment,  No.  2, 
were  cropped  with  it,  ibme  years  before  he 
lowed  them. 

BURNET, 

Experiment^  No.  4. 

Two  aeres  of  a  rich  loamy  foil  two  fees 

deep  with  no  rock  in  it,  the  rent  1 1,  is. 

per  acre,  were  weii  limed  and  dunged  at  the 

expence 
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expence  of  5  /.  an  acre  for  turnips,  which 
■were  fed  on  the  land ;  it  was  then  by- 
ploughing  and  harrowing,  made  as  fine  as 
a  garden,  in  Aprils  and  burnet  fown  on  it, 
12  lb.  of  feed  per  acre,  at  2  s.  a  lb.  without 
corn.  It  came  up  very  well  and  thick.  By 
the  latter  end  of  May,  it  wanted  weeding. 
A*  this  was  the  firft  trial  of  burnet  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  the  character  of 
the  plant  at  that  time  very  high ;  Colonel 
St.  Lcger  very  laudably  determined  to  give 
it  as  fair  a  trial  as  poffible,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  ascertain  its  real  value ;  if  ufeful, 
to  extend  the  culture  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
but  if  it  proved  otherwife,  to  prevent  it. 
The  weeds  throughout  the  fummer  came  in 
fuch  quick  fucceflion  of  crops,  that  it  re- 
quired perpetual  attention  to  keep  the  burnet 
clean ;  it  was  however  done ;  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  this  alone,  amounted  to  10/.  an 
acre  :  It  yielded  nothing  the  firft  year,  nei- 
ther hay  nor  food. 

It  was  left  the  following  year  for  feed, 
and  mown  the  latter  end  of  June :  the  crop 
very  confiderable  in  quantity.  Ten  pounds 
worth  of  it  were  fold  at  1  x.  a  lb.  but  for 
want  of  a  further  market  the  reft  was  of  no 
valm 
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value.  The  ftraw  from  the  two  acres 
amounted  to  5  loads,  but  it  was  coarfe ;  in 
the  following  winter  it  was  given  to  the 
cattle  in  the  farm-yard ;  they  cat  it,  but 
not  without  waitc ;  preferring  oat-ftraw. 
The  aftcr-grafs  arofe  well,  and  was  a  con- 
fiderable  crop  at  Michaelmas ;  all  forts  of 
cattle  were  then  turned  in  :  all  cat  it  at  fir  ft, 
but  foon  fell  to  the  young  ftioots  of  the 
hedges ;  nor  would  they  touch  it  any  more, 
but  pined  and  fell  off  in  their  looks  :  they 
were  taken  out;  and  the  growth  left  for 
fpring. 

It  vegetated  through  moft  part  of  the 
winter.  In  February  fome  fatting  fiieep 
were  turned  in ;  but  they  would  not  touch 
it,  they  were  therefore  taken  out,  and  the 
burnet  left  for  hay  :  It  was  mown  the  latter 
end  of  May ;  the  produce  two  loads  an 
acre :  It  was  of  a  good  quality  ;  and  the 
horfes  and  cattle  eat  it  very  well  and  freely  ; 
the  value  calculated  at  i$s.  a  load.  Va- 
rious cattle  were  again  turned  into  the  after  - 
grafs ;  but  they  all  again  refufed  to  eat  it 
Mr.  St.  Legtr  being  convinced  from  thefe 
trials,  that  it  was  good  for  nothing  but  hay, 
and  fatnfoinc  in  that  refpeel  far  exceeding 
2  it, 
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it,    determined   to  plough   it  up ;    and    is 
equally  determined  never  to  have  any  thing 
more  to  do  with  it.    He  (owed  wheat  on  th 
ground,  and  had  24  bufhels  an  acre. 

Thefe  two  acres  were  the  half  of  a  field 
of  4  :  the  foil  exactly  the  fame ;  both  parts 
were  equally  manured  and  ploughed  for  trW 
turnips.  After  the  turnips,  this  half  was 
fown  with  barley,  which  yielded  7  quarters 
an  acre;  and  were  fold  at  1  /.  a  quartern 
With  the  barley,  clover  Was  fown  for  a 
comparifon  with  the  burnet :  It  was  mown 
twice  for  bay,  yielded  3  4  tons ;  value  4  /; 
7 1.  and  then  wheat  was  fown,  the  produci 
30  bufhels,  at  5 1. 

As  both  parts  of  the  field  were  the  fame 

to  the  end  of  the  turnip  year,  we  may  from 

that  time  draw  a  comparifon  : 

2  Acres  Burnet. 

Rent,  - 

Seed,  *-  -  -  * 
Sowing,  -  -  - 
Ploughing,  -  -  - 
Harrowing,  - 

Weeding,  - 

Firft  year,        •       *■        *- 

Rent, 
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Rent,        -  -  -  £.220 

Mowing,  drying,  thrashing,  &x. 

fiippofe,         -         -  -  1    10  o 

Second  year,  ■  »  3   12  o 


Rent,  » 

Mowing,  making,  &c. 

Third  year, 


Seed, 

5  Loads  of  ftraw, 

4  Loads  of  hay, 

Expence, 


Produce. 


25  7 
3  *2 
3     3 


1000 
1  15  a 
500 

16   15  o 


32     2  o 
16  15  o 


7  ° 


The  other  2  Acres. 
Rent,        -        -        * 
Barley  feed,  •- 

Sowing,  - 

Ploughing  and  harrowing, 
Carry  over,  * 


220 
o  15  o 

O      I    o 
O    12    O 


IO  O 
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Brought  over,        -.         £.3     10  or 

Mowing  and  harvesting,  -  1  o  of 
Thraflung,  -  -  -  o  14  o 
Carrying;        -         -         -         o     14  o 


Rent,  -  -     '     .- 

Clover  feed,  &c. 

Mowing,  making,  &c.  twice, 


Produce* 

14  Quarters  barley,           -  14  o  o 

Straw,  fuppofe         •»         -  1  10  o 

Clover  hay,        -        -        -  4  7° 


• 

5 

18 

O 

2 

2 

O 

0 

6 

O 

1 

1 

6 

3 

9 

0 

Expences, 

- 

S  18 
3     9 

0 
0 

19  17  0 

970 

Profit  in  2  years,             -  10  10  o 

Lofs  by  the  burnet  in  3  years,    -  15     7  cr 

Superiority  of  the  common  hut-  — — 

handry,  2$  17  o 
Add  to  this,  the  difference  of 

6  buiheUof  wheat,  at  5/,  1  100 

27    7  a 
And 


mmmmm* 
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And  as  only  2  years  of  one  is  taken 
againft  3  of  the  other,  this  circumftance 
would  add  confiderably  in  favour  of  th< 
common  hufbandry  ;  but  the  comparifon  is 
decilive  enough  without  it.  Nor  fliould  it 
be  forgotten  that  the  produce  of  burnet  feed 
of  10/.  was  abfolutely  accidental;  and  be- 
longing only  to  this  crop :  extend  the  cul- 
ture, and  that  would  at  once  difappear. 

SPOTTED  TREFOILS 

Experiment*  No.  5. 
This  plant,  which  I  never  heard  of  being 
cultivated  in  common,  would,  beyond  a 
doubt,  be  a  very  great  acquifition  in  huf- 
bandry :  on  good  land  it  grows  z  feet  high, 
very  thick  and  luxuriant.  It  is  a  perennial ; 
in  each  of  the  three  leaves  is  a  fmall  black 
fpot :  the  bloflbm  is  yellow  ;  It  branches 
greatly,  and  roots  ftrongly.  A  fmall  piece 
of  land  fown  with  it,  yielded  at  the  rate  of 
two  loads  and  an  half  of  excellent  hay  : 
Colonel  St.  Leger  apprehends  that  it  will 
bear  a  dry  fummer  better  than  any  other 
l'pccies  of  the  tfctbilc. 


Vol.  I. 


COCK'S 
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COCK'S  FOOT  GRASS. 

This  gentleman  finds  from  fome  expe- 
riments on  this  grafs,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
earlieft  we  have,  and  one  of  the  firft  that 
..  fheep  eat ;  it  yields  a  vaft  burthen  of  hay* 
but  coarfe :  Upon  all  lime-ftone  foils  large 
quantities  grow  fpontaneoufly— — when 
grown  to  any  height,  cattle  will  not  eat  it 
readily,  for  the  leaves  then  are  almoft:  as 
rough  as  a  file.  It  yields  a  large  quantity 
of  feed ;  but  is  chiefly  to  be  recommended 
as  an  early  food  for  fheep. 

BROME    GRASS. 

Experiment 9  No.  6. 

Six  acres  of  this  grafs  were  fown  in  1766, 
with  corn,  on  a  clean  fallow ;  the  foil  a  ftrong% 
deep,  lime-ftone  clay ;  10 lb.  of  white  clover 
mixed  with  it.  It  came  up  well,  and  was. 
mowed  the  firft  year,  produce  2  ton  of  hay 
per  acre :  the  mixture  of  the  white  clover 
made  the  hay  good ;  but  the  broom  grafs 
bad ;  it  makes  coarfe,  foft  hay ;  but  cattle 
will  eat  it  very  well :  It  was  mown  early 
the  fecond  year,  and  the  land  manured*; 
but  little  of  it  arofe  afterwards ;  the  land 
being  left  almoft  under  white  clover  alone. 
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COW  GRASS. 

Experiment,  No.  7. 


Colonel  St.  Leger  having  obferved  that 
this  clover  is  perennial,  and  well  affected  by 
cattle,  fowed  5  acres  this  year,  with  corn, 
mixed  with  two  bufliels  of  ray-graft. 

It  bears  a  fpiral  leaf;  and  a  bloiTom  like 
the  common  red  clover.  It  yields  a  great 
burthen  of  hay,  and  alio  of  after-grafs  ;  it 
fprings  earlier  than  red  clover ;  and  moft 
forts  of  cattle  are  very  fond  of  it. 

It  appears  to  be  better  adapted  to  feed- 
ing than  for  mowing ;  particularly  as  it 
lafts  longer  in  vigour  eaten  than  mown. 

YELLOW  BLOSSOMED  VETCH. 

This  plant  is  a  perennial,  the  yellow  bloi- 
fom  diftinguifhing  it  from  the  annual  fort, 
which  yields  a  blue  flower;  cultivated  on 
ftrong  land,  it  yields  a  large  produce  of 
hay,  remarkably  fine  for  all  forts  of  horned 
cattle  or  fatting  beafts ;  and  is  excellent 
for  hard  worked  horfes.  It  is  likewife  an 
admirable  good  grals  (if  we  may  fo  call  it) 
in  paftures  fed.  Two  pecks  of  feed  is  the 
proper  quantity  for  an  acre.  Mr.  St.  Leger 
T  z  procures 


' 
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procures  as  much  of  the  feed  as  poflible 
but  not  under  half  a  guinea  a  pint. 

WILD    BLUE    BLOSSOME 
VETCH. 

This  plant  is  found  on  trial  to  pt>flef 
the  fame  virtues  as  the  yellow  bloiToir 
but  w  bnly  annual. 

WINTER    VETCHES. 

Experiment,  No.  8. 
Ploughed  up  four  acres  of  lime-fto 
land  in  September,  1764;  gave  it  a  con 
plete  fummer  fallow.  In  November,  176^, 
ridged  it  up  by  trench  ploughing  it.  In 
faring  1706,  harrowed  it  down;  ploughed 
it  twice  more,  and  the  beginning  of  OSlo- 
ber  fowed  winter  vetches,  one  bufhcl  of 
feed  per  acre.  The  crop  proved  extremely 
great ;  they  were  fo  thick  on  the  ground, 
that  they  rotted  at  bottom  ;  which  was  per- 
nicious to  the  quantity  of  corn ;  had  they 
been  mown  for  hay,  the  produce  wouftf 
have  been  at  leaft  three  tons  per  acre.  The 
land  was  then  ploughed  once,  and  wheat 
town ;  never  any  foil  turned  op  in  a  finer 
p*-more  mellow— or  complete  order — it  wai 
4U1H 
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qwite  in  a  putrid  fermentation  from  the 
thick  made  of  the  vetches;  the  crop  28 
bufliels  per  acre;  which  is  very  extraordi- 
nary on  this  land :  It  is  from  this  account 
very  evident,  that  winter  vetches  are  one  of 
the  moll  profitable  crops  that  can  be  culti- 
vated ;  but  I  mould  pemark,  that  fallowing 
the  preceding  year  is  nol  neceflary.  They 
may  very  well  be  made  the  fallow  crop, 
like  turnips. 

LAYING   LAND   TO    GRASS. 

Experiment,  No.  9. 

From  feveral  years  experience,  Colonel 
St.  Leger  finds  the  following  to  be  themoft 
profitable  method  of  laying  land  to  grafo 
on  his  foils. 

Firft,  pare  and  burn  the  old  turf;  take 
two  crops  of  turnips  ;  hand-hoe  them  both 
well,  and  feed  them  both  on  the  land.  Let 
the  fecond  crop  of  turnips  be  eaten  by  the 
beginning  of  February:  then  plough  it; 
and  let  it  lye  till  the  end  of  March;  after 
that,  harrow  it  once  or  twice  as  neceflary, 
and  on  this  tillage  plough  again,  and  har- 
row in  barley,  and  feeds;  S/&.  of  white 
clover,  4#.  of  trefoile,  and  2  quarters  of 
T  3  hay^ 
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hay-feeds  per  acre.  The  firft  year  let  it  be* 
fed :  It  will  bfe  a  yery  fine  pafture  the  begin-  ■ 
ning  of  April;  and  yield  a  large  quantity 
of  food  throughout  the  year.  A  large  field 
laid  in  this  manner  is  now  feediiig  for  the 
fecond  year,  and  the  quantity  of  cattle 
maintained,  has  been  extraordinarily  great, 

Experiment^  No,  10. 

Another  method  tried  is,  to  fow  14/^ 
pf  meacjow  fefcue  with  1  o  lb.  of  white  clo«* 
ver  on  the  above-mentioned  preparation, 
Jt  was  mown  for  hay  the  firft  year ;  yielded 
two  loads  an  acre ;  and  a  very  fine  after- 
grafs.  This  year  (the  fecond)  it  is  paftured, 
and  is  exceedingly  good. 

Upon  the  whole,  Colonel  St.  Leger  pre- 
fers the  method  of  No.  9. ;  but  it  is  at  the 
fame  time  more  expenfive. 

DRILLED   BEANS. 

Experiment,  No.  11. 

In  1766,  five  acres  of  a  deep  loamy  foil, 
fallowed  through  the  year  1765,  and  ridged 
up  in  the  winter,  were  harrowed  down 
in  the  fpring,  and  dibbled  with  beans  in 
double  rows,    8  inches  afuncjer,  with   18 

inch 
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inch  intervals.  They  were  hand-hoed 
twice,  and  earthed  up  once.  The  year 
was  very  bad  and  unfavourable,  but  the 
produce,  large :  vaftly  fuperior  to  what  is 
ever  gained  in  this  country  by  the  common 
culture.  They  were  fucceeded  by  wheat 
on  two  ploughings  ;  the  product  27  buihels 
per  acre,  which  is  much  more  than  was 
ever  known  on  that  land. 

It  is  from  this  trial  extremely  evident, 
that  the  drill  culture  of  beans  would  be 
highly  advantageous  on  the  better  fort  of 
land  in  this  country :  not  that  a  previous 
fallow  is  neccflary ;  it  would  anfwer  ex- 
tremely well  on  all  their  ft  if?  lands,  to 
make  drilled  beans  the  fallow  crop;  to 
keep  them  perfectly  clean>  and  follow  them 
by  wheat. 

DRILLED    TURNIPS. 

Experiment,  No.  12. 

In  1769,  one  acre  was  finely  prepared; 

drilled  on  thin  lime-ftonc  land,  the  rent  1  s, 

4-d.  an  acre,    with   a  barrel    drill   plough 

with  Dr.  Gait's  manure  hopper.    The  rows 

equally  diflant,   18  inches  blunder;    and  a 

manure  flicd  on  the  feed  from  the  hopper — 

T  4  a  com- 
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a  comport  of  lime,  earth — charcoal  alhes — - 
and  rotten  dung— mixed  together,  and 
turned  over  feveral  times  during  two  years  : 
none  of  the  plants  miffed,  tho'  in  an  adja- 
cent piece  broad-caft  many  places  were 
without  turnips  for  half  a  rood  together. 
The  crops  were  equal ;  excepting  the  de- 
duction from  the  broad-caft  of  the  foots 
failed. 


CABBAGES. 
Experiment,  No.  13. 

Three  acres  of  a  thin  limc-ftone  la 
quite  worn  out,  and  not  worth  more  than 
2  s.  6  </.  an  acre,  were  planted  with  the  great 
Scotch  cabbage  on  a  fummer  fallow,  in 
1767.  The  land  was  ploughed  fix  times, 
and  manured  with  ten  loads  an  acre  of  rotten 
dung.  The  rows  4  feet  afunder,  and  the 
plants  20  inches  from  plant  to  plant.  Part 
of  the  feed  was  fown  in  September^  and  part 
the  end  of  February.  Thofe  fown  in  Sep- 
tember were  pricked  out  of  the  feed  bed  the 
end  of  OEiober — once  more  in  April — and 
the  beginning  of  May  in  the  fields.  The 
February  fown  ones  were  fet  directly  from 
the  feed  bed  into  the  field,  at  the  fame  time 
as 


and, 
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as  the  other.  They  were  hand-hoed  once^ 
and  then  horfe-hoed;  and  afterwards  earthed 
up  by  the  plough.  They  were  begun  to  be 
cut  in  AVzvwr&r,  and  were  finifhed  by  the 
middle  of  February :  they  were  wanted,  or 
would  have  lafted  longer. 

They  were  given  to  dry  cows,  calvce, 
and  fheep;  who  all  did  exceedingly  well 
on  them  ;  and  the  crop  anfwercd  perfectly 
wdl,  for  one  acre  was  more  than  as  good 
as  three  of  turnips :  In  one  refpect  they  arc 
particularly  fuperior  on  this  foil :  It  is  very 
apt  to  bake  when  made  fine,  with  a  hot 
fun  after  rain,  infomuch  tliat  the  young 
turnips  can  fcarcely  get  through  ;  and  when 
they  do,  are  of  fo  flow  a  growth,  that  the 
fly  have  time  to  make  many  attacks  on  them, 
tin  Shades  are  free  from  this  great  evil  j 
which  is  a  circumftancc  extremely  favour- 
able to  them.  Barley  was  fown  after  this 
crop,  and  it  yielded  a  finer  produce  than  ever 
Colonel  St.  Lcger  knew  on  this  land,  viz, 
3  x  quarters  per  acre.  With  it  grafa  feeds 
were  fown  ;  and  it  has  fince  continued 
better  pafture  than  common  on  this  foil. 

TARING 
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PARING  and  BURNING. 

This  hufbandry  on  thin  foils  has  beer 
fo  many  perrons  thought  injurious,  th; 
was  defirous  of  knowing  the  opinion  of  fo 
attentive  a  cultivator  on  this  difputed  point. 
Colonel  St.  Leger  has  prattifed  it  for  feveral 
years :  he  always  breaks  up  old  turf  in  that 
manner,  however  thin  the  foil  may  he. 
He  pares  it  as  thin  as  pofiible,  becaufe  it 
is  the  roots  that  make  the  good  alhes,  m 
the  earth.  He  is  extremely  clear  that 
does  not  at  all  diminish  the  foil ;  for  on  va- 
rious lime-ftones  in  this  neighbourhood, 
where  the;  foil  is  not  four  iaches  thick,  it 
has  been  regularly  pracYifed  for  many  ages  ; 
infomuch  that  had  it  been  attended  by  fuch 
an  effect,  the  whole  ftaple  of  the  foil  would 
long  ago  have  totally  difappeared.  And  he 
has  conftantly  found  that  with  good  manage- 
ment it  enfures  very  great  crops.  The  rea- 
fon  of  its  being  difliked  by  fome  perfons  in 
this  country,  he  attributes  to  the  fucceeding 
bad  management  of  the  farmers.  They 
generally  take  four  or  five  crops  after  it, 
all  of  corn ;  and  with  the  laft  fow  any  vile 
rubbifh  called  hay-feeds  :  many  of  them  do 
not  fow  any  thing,  but  leave  the  foil  to  turf 
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itfelf. — Thus  it  lies  for  a  fliccp-walk  20  or 
21   years;   and  then  they  pare  and   burn 
again  with  the  fame  bleGed  lyvtem  following. 
It  is  certainly  requifite  to  diftinguifh  be- 
tween the  effects  of  genrtal  bad  husbandry, 
and  thofc  of  a  particular  practice  that  hap- 
pens to  be  mixed  in  it.    Paring  and  burning 
is  by  no  means  the  neceflary  caofe  of  thofe 
ill  effe&s  fo  often  fcen  to  follow  it:    Were 
rhe  tenants  allowed  to  do  as  they  pleafe, 
precifely  the  fame  effetSls  would  follow,  a 
prefentof4o  loads  an  acre  of  rich  dung: 
they  would,    in   eonfequence   of  fuch  an 
acquiiition,  crop  the  land  until  it  became 
nearly  a  caput  mortuumt  through  cagcrnefs 
to  get  all  the  advantage  of  it  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible:  the  land  would  probably  be  reduced 
to  a  much  worfe  ftatc  than  wftfte  the  ma- 
nuring :  Now  ought  we  from  thence  to  con- 
clude* that  a  rich  dunging  was  pernicious  ? 
Granting  the  poflibility  of  paringand  burning 
btinghurtfultothe  foil — yet  I  reply,  tbatthe 
evils  attributed  to  it  from  the  management 
of  common  farmers  are  by  no  means  to  be 
received  as  proofs  of  fuch  fuppofed  preju- 
dice :  they  arc  effect s  of  bad  hufbandry  in 
Z  cxhauiling 
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e,xhau(Ung  the  land  by  fucceffive  crops  ol' 
corn  ;  not  of  paring  and  burning. 

Colonel  St.  Legcr,  from  experience,  re- 
commends the  pared  and  burnt  land  always 
to  be  fown  with  turnips ;  to  be  kept  in  til- 
lage 7  years,  in  a  good  courfe  of  crops ; 
and  then  to  be  laid  down  again  to  grafs, 
with  great  plenty  of  good  feeds;  and  foon 
after  to  be  well  manured.  If  a  farm  con- 
fifts  of  twenty  fields,  it  is  an  excellent  fyf- 
tem  to  pare  and  burn  one  every  year — and 
alfo  to  lay  one  down :  by  that  time  the  turf 
■will  be  formed  thick  enough  of  reafon  to 
admit  the  paring  ;  the  foil  will  never  be 
diminiflicd,  always  kept  in  good  heart— and 
the  crops  continually  great.  Nor  will  any 
reafonable  objections  be  made  to  the  practice, 
while  it  is  conducted  on  fuch  principles. 

CLEARING    LAND    FROM 

RUBBISH. 
Colonel  St,  Leger,  on  beginning  his  huf- 
bandry,  found  his  farm  *  ftrangely  over- 
run with  what,  in  this  country,  are  called 
Reins \  that  is  wide  hedge-rows;  which  in 
a.  long  procefs  of  time  had  gained  fo  mud 

*  Above  ^co  acres. 
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on  the  cultivated  land,  as  to  ufurp  more 
than  half  of  it :  He  {hewed  me  many  of  his 
tenants  fields  (and  it  is  much  the  fume 
throughout  the  country)  that  were  actually 
three  parts  in  four  thus  over-run  :  the  graft; 
or  arable  in  narrow  flips  between  wide 
fpaces  of  ftinted  fhrubby  wood*  bullies, 
and  briars :  a  more  flovenly  wretched  fight 
can  hardly  be  imagined.  He  determined 
to  extirpate  all  this  rubbifli  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  from  his  farm,  and  has  accordingly 
made  great  progrefs  in  it :  he  grubs  up  all 
the  buflies,  Sec.  and  removing  the  beggarly 
ill-fhaped  trees,  levels  the  whole  iurface 
with  the  reft  of  the  fields;  then  plough* 
the  whole,  and  as  foon  as  in  order,  lays 
them  down  either  to  natural  grafs  or  to 
fainfoine.  One  circumftance  has  made 
this  improvement  very  tough  work :  The 
fields  being  ftony,  the  farmers  have  for 
fome  agei  picked  them  oft";  and  to  fave 
trouble,  threw  them  in  heaps  about  tlie 
hedge-rows  and  there  left  them :  fo  that 
both  the  grubbing  and  levelling  have  been 
performed  in  a  quarry  above  ground  ;  and 
vail  quantities  of  the  ftones  carried  away 
for  various  purpufes ;  But  difficult  as  the 
work 


■ 
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work  has  often  been,    yet  he  finds  it   to 
anfwer  greatly.      He  calculates   that     he 
gains  the  new  land  at  the  expence  of  only 
eight  years  purchafe.     Before  the  improve- 
ment the  foil  is  abfolutely  wafte :  Coals  are 
fb  cheap,  that  faggots  will  fcarcely  pay  for 
tying ;  and  nonfe  of  the  wood  would  ever 
rife  to  any  other  ufe.      The  quantity    of 
land  thus  loft,  would  furprife  a  ftranger  : 
In  many  fields  16  or  18  acres  out  of  30; 
in  fome  8  out  of  12  :   fo  that  the  farmers 
abfolutely  paid  double  the  nominal  rent  for 
the  land.     Suppofe  20  acres  let  at  5/. ;  tea 
of  them  being  wafte,  the  rent  of  the  other 
ten  is  doubled,  that  is,  from  5*.  to  10/.  an 
acre ;  which  is  therefore  the  old  rent  of  the 
cultivated  land :    Now,    after  the  landlord 
has  improved  the  wafte,  he  may  certainly 
let  the  whole  at  ioj.  without   raifing  the 
rental  one  penny.     The  tenant  will  pay  in 
the  exa£t  proportion  of  his  old  rent So 

amazingly   improveable    are    eftates    thus 
over-run ! 

.    DRAINING. 

The  method  of  draining,  to  which  this 
gentleman  has  principally  confined  himfelf^ 

is, 
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is,  that  of  covered  drains.  He  cuts  them 
18  inches  deepj  16  wide  at  top,  and  3 
wide  at  bottom.  Thefe  he  fills  with  flones 
too  large  to  fink  to  the  bottom ;  and  then 
lays  on  fome  of  the  earth.  The  expence  : 
Digging,  per  acre  of  28  yards,  £.0  1  3 
Carrying  the  ftones,  o     1     o 

Filling,         -         -  o     o     2 

£-°     2     5 


The  ftones  near  the  fpot. 
Others  he  cuts  in  the  form  represented 
in  Plate  IV.  Fig.  1. 

a.  to  b.  —  9  inches. 

b.  to  c.  —  14  ditto. 

c.  to  d.  —  4  ditto. 

d.  to  c.  —  10  ditto. 

The  drain  below  the  fhouldcrs,  6  inches 
wide  at  top,  and  2  at  bottom. 

Thefe  are  only  for  foils  that  have  a  ftra- 
tum  of  clay  under  them  ;  the  firft  cut,  that 
is,  a.  to  b.  to  be  through  the  loam,  or  the 
furfacc  earth  whatever  it  is — fo  that  the 
fhouldcrs  maybe  clay;  this  is  neceftary, 
for  if  they  are  not  of  very  luff  adheiivc 
earth,  they  will  not  bare  the  covering.  This 
he  always  makes  of  (late,  fuch  pieces  being 
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chofen  as  will  about  fit  the  top  part  of  th£ 
drain  fo  as  to  reft  On  the  fhoulders  :  on  this 
flate  it  is  filled  up. 

The  Colonel  very  juftly  obferves*  that 
loofe  foils  on  clay  admit  the  water  as  deep 
as  the  clay— but  there  it  flops,  and  being 
retained,  occafions  the  wetnfefs  of  the  land  • 
the  bufinefs  is  therefore  to  make  a  cut  that 
will  take  it  clear  away  from  the  bottom  of 
the  furface  foil.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  make! 
the  upper  part  of  the  drain  deeper  than  the 
loam ;  and  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to 
cover  the  flate  with  clay,  becaufe  the  water 
then  will  not  gain  admiflion  into  the  drain  : 
while  the  flate  only  refts  on  the  clay  fhoul- 
ders, the  water  riins  freely  under  it,  and 
through  the  numerous  crevices.  Thefe 
drains  receive  no  damage  from  the  tread  of 
the  heavieft  cattle.  If  no  flate  ca4i  be  had, 
they  fhould  then  be  filled  with  thorns. 
This  method  of  draining  is  done  in  a 
cheaper  manner  than  thofe  firft  defcribed. 

Experiment^  No.  14.     * 

Eighteen  acres  were  drained  in  this  man- 
lier; the  value  of  the  land  6s.  an  acre";. 
but  has  ever  fince  been  well  \torth  20  s. 

la 
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In  other  fields,  good  crops  of  corn  have 
been   reaped   after  draining,    in  which   a 
plough  before  could  hardly  have  ftirred. 

THE   FARM    YARD. 

Mr.  St.  Ltger  carries  earth  into  his  farm- 
yard in  O5lober\  that  which  arifes  from 
draining,  and  alfo  other  forts  :  he  fpreads 
it  over  the  yard  and  fodders  his  cattle  all 
winter  on  it.  He  alfo  litters  it  with  ftubble; 
when  the  froft  has  rendered  it  brittle,  he 
harrows  it  up,  and  carts  it  to  the  yard. 
This  is  much  better  than  leaving  it  on  the 
land,  but  much  inferior  to  the  regular 
mowing  it  after  harveft  and  before  bad 
weather  deftroys  it.  As  foon  as  fpring  corn 
fowing  is  over,  he  carts  it  all  on  to  a  heap, 
which  is  turned  over  once ;  and  is  then  in 
proper  order  for  wheat  land, 

LIME. 

Experiment ',  No.  t$* 

This  gentleman,  in  order  to  be  fatisfied 

of  the  virtue  of  lime,  as  a  manure  for  grafs, 

land,  formed  a  very  judicious  experiment; 

he  fpread  it  at  the  fame  time  in  various 

quantities  on  plots  of  grafs  in  a  mowing 

Vol.  I.  V  field; 
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field ;  the  refult  was,  th%t  the  time  did;  B0 
manner  of  fervice ;  noxle  of  the  qua&tifittf 
were  the  leaft  beneficial. 

Experiment  y  No,  16. 

But  having  in  Derfyjbire  feei\  the  great 
ufe  of  this  manure,  in  laying  it  in  heap* 
on  the  field  in  September  to  flapk*  he  fent 
into  that  county  35  mije$  at  a  large  expence 
fbr  two  waggon  loads,  to  try  it  at  Parkr* 
Hill.  One,  part  of  the  field  he  manured  at 
the  rate  pf  180  bu(hels/w  acre  in  heaps, 
left  in  the  DerbyJJoire  manner.  Another 
piece  adjoining  he  manured  in  the  fajne 
proportion,  bijt  fpread  dire&ly  out  of  th^ 
carts.  On  another "  part  it  was  fpread  out 
of  the  carts;  32  bufhels  per  acre.  The 
reft  of  the  field  was  flightly  drefled  with 
rotten  farm-yard  manure.  The  refult  isr 
(I  viewed  the  crop  of  hay)  the  dunged  part 
of  the  field  yields  half  as  much  again  as 
any  of  the  reft ;  and  the  parts  fpread  out 
of  the  carts,  better  than  that  on  which  the 
heaps  were  laid :  this  is  directly  contrary 
to  the  effect  in  Derfyjfrirc. 


1*  ■  ■ 
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BONE   DUST. 

Experiment y  No.  17; 
Colonel  St.  Leger  bought  this  manure  at 
Sheffield  at  1 1  d.  a  bufhel ;  fpread  35  bufticls 
an  acre  on  a  grafs  field :  the  foil  a  lime- 
ftone  clay.  It  turned  out  much  inferior  to 
common  yard  dung  laid  on  at  the  fame 
expence. 

HARTSHORN    SHAVINGS.     • 

Experiment,  No.  18. 
1  This  manure,  at  lid.  abufhcl  from  Shef- 
field, was  fpread  on  the  fame  field,  and  the 
cfteft  was  exactly  the  fame  as  of  the  bone 
dtift ;  inferior  to  an  equal  expenditure  in 
dung. 

CUTLERS    BONES. 

Experiment,  No.  19. 
This  manure  from  the  fame  place,  was 
fpread  on  the  fame  field,  at  the  lame  ex- 
p*nce,  35  bulhels  an  acre,  rolled  in ;  the 
efFecl  quite  imperceptible — no  more  benefit 
than  if  nothing  had  been  fpread. 
Experiment,  No.  20. 
In  an  arable  field  one  divifion  was  ma- 
nured with  compoft  of  bone  duft  and  horn 
U  z  {having 


292    THE   FARMER'S   TOUR 

fliavings,  40  bufhels  per  acre,  and  the  rerf 
of  it  with  farm-yard  dung,  12  load  an  acre. 
The  firft  crop  was  much  the  better  after  the 
dung,  but  the  fecohd  was  fuperior  after  the 
comport. 

SOAP    ASHES. 
Experiment^  No.  21, 

Four  acres  of  grafs  on  a  lime-ftone 
were  manured  in  OBober  with  foap-afhes. 
40  bufhels  per  acre,  at  the  expence  of 
1/.  1  j.  6d.  all  charges  included.  The  refult 
in  one  word  was — no  kind  of  improvement 
— not  perceptible  where  laid. 

Experiment,  No.  22. 

Harrowed  in  foap-afhes  with  barley  fei 
the  benefit  was  vifible — though  not  very 
great. 

Experiment,  No.  23. 

Harrowed  in  foap-afties,  60  bufhels 
acre,  with  turnip  feed,  on  part  of  a  field 
the  ufe  of  them  extremely  apparent — the 
turnips  much  better  than  where  no  manure 
was  laid. 
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COMPOST. 

Experiment ',  No.  24. 
A  compoft  was  formed  of  the  following 


materials. 


8  Loads  of  lime 
40  Ditto  yard  dung 
42  Ditto  pond  mud 
10  Ditto  charcoal  allies 


They  were  mixed  well  together,  and 
often  turned  over  during  2  years.  It  was 
tried  both  on  grafs  land  and  alfo  for  barley, 
being  harrowed  in  with  the  feed — the  effect 
excellent;  anfwered  much  better  than  any 
common  manuring. 

SPIKY   ROLLER. 

The  lime-ftone  clays  bake  fo  hard  with 
the  fun,  that  they  cannot  be  ploughed  at 
pleafurc,  without  this  machine;  but  with 
the  ufe  of  it,  the  tillage  of  them  never  is  at 
a  (land.  Colonel  St.  Leger  has  experienced 
fome  dry  fprings  in  which  he  could  not 
have  got  in  hi&  barley  without  it. 

03 
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BROOM. 

Experiment  No,  25. 
This  {hrub  is  fo  bad  a  weed  on  many  of 
the  lands  in  this  country,  that  the  Colonel 
was  folicltous  to  difcover  the  heft  methods 
of  deftxoying  it ;  he  tried  feveral  ways ; 
particularly  cutting  it  clofe  to  the  ground  at 
various  feafons.  In  the  winter  the  opera- 
tion had  no  effect,  but  little  in  autumn  or 
early  in  the  fpring,  but  he  found  that  all 
cut  while  the  broom  was  in  full  luxuriance 
of  growth,  was  quite  deftroyed  :  and  fince 
he  found  this  method  of  dcftroying  it,  he 
has  had  little  difficulty  in  keeping  his  lands 
clear  of  it.  But  he  has  obferved,  that  the 
land  laid  to  grafs  after  killing  the  broom, 
though  it  keeps  free  of  it,  yet  produces  a, 
full  crop  when  converted  again  to  tillage, 

MEADOW    FESCUE. 

Experiment,  No.  26. 
A  grafs  field  of  deep  foil  was  broken 
the  paring  fpade  and  ploughing  unite* 
firft,  the  turf  was  cut  thin,  and  turned  over, 
then  the  Rctheram  plough  followed  in  tho 
fame  traft,  and  buried  it  under  new  molds. 
Peafe  were  harrowed  in; ;  the  crop  uncom- 
moi 


I 


itcd; 
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monly  great.  Next  it  was  ploughed  up  for 
barley,  and  the  old  fwarth  came  up  quite 
black  and  rotten,  and  fell  into  powder ; 
2  pecks  of  barley  per  acre  were  Ibwn,  on 
five  ploughings,  and  a  good  manuring  j 
with  it,  white  clover  and  meadow  tefcue ; 
it  has  for  fome  years  been  an  excellent  pai- 
ture ;  but  was  a  very  poor  one  before  break- 
ing up. 

Upon  thefe  ufeful  experiments,  and  Colo- 
nel St.  Leger's  hufbandry  m  general,  I  {hall 
obferve,  that  his  country  is  much  indebted 
to  him  for  attending  fo  minutely  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  agriculture  of  a  neigh- 
bourhood that  wants  it  not  a  little.  The 
country  around  Park  Hill  will  foon  be  a 
garden  in  comparifon  to  what  it  was :  the 
clearing  away  the  old  hedge-rows,  and  lay- 
ing the  land  down  to  fainfoinc,  are  as  real 
and  great  improvements  as  can  any  where 
be  feen ;  and  have  advanced  the  value  of 
the  foil  much  more  than  ten-fold.  The 
trying  various  other  grafles— different  ma- 
nures— improving  the  fyftem  of  the  farm- 
yard— and  draining  wet  fields,  are  all  like- 
wife  objects  of  no  trifling  importance, 
which  ftrongly  prove  the  merit  Of  lM> 
U  4  gentle- 
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gentleman's  agriculture.  It  is  very  correct  j 
and  cannot  fail  of  having  many  ufeful  con-» 
fequences.  His  country  is  indebted  to  him 
for  thofe  fruits  of  his  undertakings,  which 
it  will  undoubtedly  reap. 

A  few  experiments  have  been  tried   by 

i Stanniforth,  Efq;  at  a  fmall  diflaace 

from  Colonel  St.  Leger's,  which  deferve 
noting.  He  fowed  8  acres  of  burnet  on  a 
clean  fallow  ;  and  kept  it  fo  for  three  years. 
No  cattle  would  touch  it,  but  broke  perpe- 
tually into  very  bad  grafs  to  fatisfy  thei 
hunger,  and  yet  the  crop  was  good. 

Lucerne  he  had  much  better  fuccefs  with. 
On  a  piece  of  rich  light  loam  on  lime-ftone 
he  drilled  it  four  years  ago,  the  rows  equally 
diftant,  1 8  inches  afunder :  and  tranfplanted 
fome  at  3  feet  4  inches.  It  has  been  kept 
in  general  clean  of  weeds,  and  the  drilled 
has  regularly  maintained  at  the  rate  of  5 
horfes  per  acre  through  the  fummer  of  fix 
months :  it  is  cut  and  given  in  the  ftable, 
and  does  inftead  of  oats  and  part  of  their 
bay.  The  tranfplanted  not  fo  good  by  half. 

Sainfoine  Mr.  Stanniforth  has  cultivated 
for  many  years.  He  finds  the  average  prq*- 
duce  to  be  \  £  load  of  hay  an  acre  for  i£ 
years.  2 
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LETTER     VI  * 

TH  E  town  of  B/yt/je>  and  the  country 
around  it  for  feveral  miles  every 
way,  belongs  to  William  Mellifh.,  efq;  of 
that  place :  It  is  owing  to  his  very  obliging 
and  friendly  attention,  that  I  am  able  to  ' 
give  the  following  account  of  the  hufbandry 
of  the  country. 

The 


•  The  Earl  of  Scarborough  at  Sandbec, 
within  three  miles  of  Park-bill,  has  built  a  large 
houfe,  and  ornamented  his  park  in  the  new  tafte j 
it  is  a  place  which  fhould  by  no  means  be  over- 
looked by  thofe  who  are  fond  of  viewing  the 
improved  feats  of  the  nobiliry  and  gentry.  The 
houfe  is  built  out  of  a  quarry  of  his  Lordfhip's 
at  Roche  Abbey-,  the  (lone  is  whiter  than  the 
Portland  -,  it  quite  dazzles  ones  eyes  to  view  it 
when  the  fun  mines.  The  back  front  is  very 
light  and  pleafing  ;  and  the  portico  of  the  prin- 
cipal one,  fpacious,  but  light,  the  pediment 
fupportcd  by  ten  magnificent  pillars  of  the  com- 
poiitc  order.  There  is  a  double  ruftic  through- 
out this  front,  which  lifts  the  portico  higher  than 
common. 

In  the  Creat-room,  60  by  22,  is  a  chimney- 
piece  by  Wilten^  extremely  elegant.  iJtatuary 
purble  on  a  grqund  of  vcrd  antique,  with  bafs 
rclcivcs 
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The  foil  is  in  general  fand  or  gravel  | 
and  lets  at  the  average  rent  of  ioj.  an  acre. 
Their  courfes  of  crops  are, 


1.  Turnips 

3,  Clover  1  yea? 

2.  Barley 

4.  Wheat. 

And* 

1.  Turnips 

3.  Peafe 

3.  Barley 

4.  Wheat. 

They  plough 

but  once  for  wheat,    fow 

3   bufhels,    and 

gain  on  an   average    24 

bufhels } 

reieives  in  the  frieze  \  the  cornice  fuppoxted  by 
figures.  The  ceiling  is  coved ;  the  ornaments 
executed  with  great  lightnefs  in  ftucco.  Tht 
cove  is  decorated  with  bafs  releives  in  oval  and 
circular  pannels,  the  center  in  compartments; 
In  this  room  are,  among  other  pictures ; 

Unknown.  Two  large  landfcapes  in  a  peculiar 
(tile  •,  but  (he  figures  toyched  with 
great  fpirit. 

Dill*.    A  battle.    Spirited. 

Pouffin.  Two  landfcapes  >  one  on  each  fide  the 
chimney.  Very  fine:  Chafte,  but 
ftrong  execution  ;  and  the  keeping  ex* 
cellent.  The  grouping,  and  the  fi- 
gures in  that  to  the  right  are  admirable* 

Rubins,  A  hiftory  piece ;  (over  the  chimney). 
Strongly  done. 

JJnkmw%  Holy  family.  The  attitude  of  the 
Virgin  and  the  child  very  pleafing, 
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bufheU ;  on  the  bcft  fand  farms  33,  and 
on  foreftfands  18.  For  rye  they  give  two 
ploughings,  fow  3  buihels  an  acre ;  and 
reap  24  on  a  medium  :  that  is,  30  on  the 
good  fand,  and  20  on  the  bad. 

They  give  two  ploughings  for  barley ; 

fow  three  buihels  an  acre  in  March,    and 

gain   4  quarters    in   return;    fix   on   the. 

rich   lands,    and   only    3    on   the    foreli. 

For 


Unknown.     Portrait  of  a  woman  with  a  dog  in 
her  arms.    Very  fine. 
In  the  Dreffing-room. 

Ditto.  A  Madona.  Very  fine.  The  cxprd- 
fion  of  the  countenance,  and  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  hands  on  the  breaft,  arc 
noble :  the  colouring  good. 

In  the  Dining-room,  48  hy  241  with  a  pro- 
jecting center  to  a  Urge  bow  32  feet.  Here 
are, 

Sahalor  Rofa.     Two  large  landfcaprs.     Good. 
Unknown.     Two  cattle  pieces.     Fine. 
Ditto.     Two  large  landfcapes.     Fleafmg. 
Ditto.     Two  ovals  of  horfcmrn-,  fpirited,  and 
the  colouring  very  good. 

Here  are  two  dabs  of  gr.mate  in  edging*  of 
-Siena  :  The  carving  (gilt)  throughout  the  houli: 
executed  in  a  very  light  and  elegant  tafte. 

The  grounds  are  ornamented  with  very  grrat 

judgment.    A,  vale  floated  w«h  water  i*  mr- 

nuodod 
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For  oats  they  ftir  but  once ;  fow  3  bufhels 
an  acre ;  5  quarters  the  average  crop ;  8 
on  the  beft  fands,  and  4  on  the  forcft.  1  o 
quarters  an  acre  6n  the  former  arc  often 
gained.  They  do  not  hoe  their  turnips  : 
feed  them  all  off  with  fheep.  The  average 
price  40  s.  an  acre  :  3  /.  on  the  rich  fands, 
and  30J.  on  the  poorer. 

Their  clover  they  mow  twice  for  hay, 

and  gain  at  the  two  mowings,  2  loads  of 

hay 


rounded  by  fome  fine  falling  Hopes,  very  happily 
crowned  by  thick  woods :  a  gravel  walk  waves 
around  it  through  a  ftripe  of  garden  lawn  very 
prettily  varied  by  new  plantations  -,  in  fome 
places  clump'd — in  others  ftraggling  and  broken 
by  fingle  trees :  the  fpotted  fcenes  are  very  judU 
cioully  varied  by  a  proper  ufe  of  planting.  In 
fome  places  the  lake  fpreads  to  the  eye  in  large 
Jheets  i  in  others,  it  is  broken  by  the  hanging 
lawns,  and  feems  to  wind  into  rivers  in  different 
directions.  Creeks  run  up  into  thick  wood,  and 
are  loft.  Sometimes  the  trees  are  fcattered  about 
the  banks,  to  let  in  a  view  of  the  water  through 
their  branches  1  at  others,  they  thicken  into  dark 
(hades  -,  a  fine  Ihore  of  wood. 

The  walk  in  one  place  leads  to  a  point  of  a  hill 
which  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  houfe,  the 
park,  lake,  and  woods  :  The  houfe  of  fuch  a  pure 
whitenefs,  in  the  midlt  of  fpreading  plantations, 
and  backed  by  a  noble  wood  of  500  acres,  has  a 
fine 


I 
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hay  an  acre  :  2  f  ori  the  better  land,   and 
1  t  on  the  inferior. 

Refpecling  manure,  the  firft  circumftancc 
to  be  noted  is  their  never  folding  their 
fheep.  Lime  they  much  depend  on  :  lay  a 
chaldron  per  acre;  the  expence,  by  the 
time  it  is  on  the  land,  about  16/:  the 
effeel  lafts  for  two  years ;  fome  few  good 
farmers  mix  it  with  earth  and  dung,  in 
which  management  it  is  more  durable,  at 
the 


6ne  effect ;  the  lawns  and  the  water  appear  alfo 
to  great  advantage. 

His  lordlhip  has  fketched  a  very  fine  riding 
for  leveral  miles,  which  he  intends  to  execute: 
It  will  command  many  varieties  of  profpeift,  and 
lead  to  the  ruins  of  Rccbe  Abbey  in  a  moft  roman- 
tic fuuation.     Here  is  to  be  a  pleafure  ground. 

The  fpot  at  prefentis  one  of  the  moftftriking 
that  is  to  be  leen  :  It  is  a  narrow  winding  valley 
full  of  wood  i  a  ftream  takes  an  irriguous  courfe 
through  it  over  a  bed  of  ftones  and  fragments  of 
rock  lhivcred  from  the  fteep  cliffs  that  bound  the 
vale  on  either  fide ;  in  the  middle  of  it  arc  the 
ruins  of  the  abbey.— A  few  mafly  buttrefies  re- 
main, with  (bme  lofty  arches ;  trees  have  grown 
from  the  rubbilh,  and  fpread  their  branches 
among  the  ruin'd  columns ;  the  walls  are  half 
covered  with  ivy,  which  breaks  in  fame  places 
from  its  fupport,  and  hang;  among  the  trees  in 
thick  groups  of  foliage  -,  the  fuiface  of  the  vale 
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(he  fame  time  that  the  effe&  is  greater. 

Their   fyftem    of  the  farm-yard  may   be 

gut  tied  from  their  neYcr  cutting  their  ftul 

bles. 

The  plaining  of  hedges  is  here  pradtifed  j 
but  they  make  no  ditches. 

The  beft  grafs-land  lets  at  30  s.  ail  acre. 

They  mow  moft  of  it  for  hay.     An  acre  of 

fiich  they  reckon  fufticieni  to  fummer  feed 

a  cow.     The  breed  of  cattle  is  a  mongrel, 

between! 


uc 


is  half  covered  with  thorns  and  briars  •, 
nnd  broken — with  here  and  there  a  rocky  : 
merit  that  has  forced  its  way  through  them — the 
ftream  murmurs  over  trie  rock — and  the  clirrs, 
which  hang  alnioft  perpendicular  ovef  the  Vale1 
and  look  down  on  the  ruin,  are  lpread  with 
thick  woods  that  throw  a  folcmn  gloom  over  the 
whole  j  and  breathe  a  browner  horror  on  every 
part  of  the  fcene — all  is  wild,  and  romantic : 
every  obioft  is  obfeure; — every  parr  unites  tcf 
r.iife  melancholy  ideas  ;  perhaps  the  moft  power* 
fill,  of  which  the  human  foul  is  capable. 

Improvements  of  this  noble  (pot  are  in  con- 
templation j  twenty  pounds  laid  out  in  removing' 
a  few  of  the  difficulties  of  gaining  the  heights  or* 
the  cliffs— in  deftroyinga  mill — and  in  obftruct- 
ing  the  ftnsnn  rather  more  than  at  prefent  to 
make  the  rwife  (bmcthing  greater,  would  be  im- 
provement-;— but  expend  fifty,  and  the  whole 
will  be  ruined.  A  gloemjr  melancholy  is  the 
prefene 
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between  the  long  and  fliort  horns.  Cows 
give  three  gallons  of  milk  a  day  ;  and  the 
average  product  of  one  per  annual*  is  about 
61.  6  s,:  They  do  not  keep  above  one  pig 
to  every  cow.  A  dairy-maid  will  take  care 
of  ten.  They  get  their  winter  food  in  tlitf 
fields. 

They  fat  fwine  to  16  Hone  on  an  averaged 

Flocks  of  flicep  rife  to  5  or  600.     The" 

profit  about  9  s.  a  head ;    the  winter  food 

turnips, 

prefent  impreflion  of  the  fcene  ;  raife  a  chcarfu! 
Idea,  and  it  will  be  pernicious.  Lay  the  facri- 
legious  hand  of  drefs  on  the  vale — convert  the 
thorns,  briars,  and  broken  rocks — into  a  lawn 
or  a  fmootli  Iheep  pailurc — expofe  more  of  the 
ruin  to  view — and  throw  the  brilliancy  of  a 
fmooth  meet  of  water  over  the  reft  Of  rhc  vale — 
the  fublime  is  at  once  converted  into  the  beauti- 
ful :  the  prefent.  ftrong  emotion,  the  cft'ct\  of 
uniform  caufes,  will  be  changed  into  a  mere 
divided  attention— there  may  be  many  Sti 
to  look  ac,  but  none  thai  will,  in  one  im-tiftable 
impreUion,  feize  the  mind  qf  the 
command  its  admiration. 

Another  very  ftrong  rvafbn  againfi.  be.n. 
Rocht  Jibbey,  is  the  gr*U  bean*  of  the  orna- 
mented grounds  at  Saitatec,  which. are  laid  out 
with  real  tafte,  and  in  perfect  conformity  to  the 
gcn'uis  of  the  place.  The  contrail  at  1 
between  the  two  is  great  j  and  where  nut  puiUf- 
fed,  much  to  be  envied. 
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turnips,   and  a  little  hay.      The   avera; 
fleece  4$. 

The  rot  is  quite  unknown. 

In  their  tillage,  they  reckon  6  horfea 
neceffary  to  100  acres  of  ploughed  land; 
they  ufe  2  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  and 
a  quarter  a  day.  The  price  4/.  an  acre< 
The  annual  expence  of  a  horfe  13/.  tl 
depth  of  ploughing  5  inches.  They  know 
nothing  of  cutting  ftraw  into  chaff;  nor  in 
general  of  the  ufe  of  chaff ;  for  they  throw 
away  all  that  arifes  from  their  crops.  They 
break  their  ftubbles  in  autumn ;  ufe  none 
but  Rotberam  ploughs. 

In  the  hiring  and  ftocking  farms,  they 
take  them  with  three  rents ;  but  the  beft 
farmers  reckon  that  ten  are  neceffary :  they 
calculate  the  ftock  of  200  acres  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : 


Rent  at  \2s.bd. 

- 

-  C-^s 

Town  charges, 

- 

'S 

8  Horfes, 

- 

100 

6  Cows, 

- 

50 

10  Young  cattle, 

- 

40 

40  Sheep,          - 

- 

30 

Carry  over, 
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* 

Brought  over, 

£36o 

fewine,        -        -        - 

-        5 

Waggoii,         -         - 

-         2b 

2  Carts,        - 

-      20 

4  Ploughs,          -         - 

& 

3  Pair  of  harrows,        - 

-       4 

Rollers,                           - 

-        4 

Sundries,                          - 

-        io 

Harnefs, 

• 

15 

Furniture,         -          - 

60 

Houfekeepirig,-          - 

IOO 

2  Men,        - 

20 

2  Boys,  '      -        • 

IO 

Extra  labour, 

-             50 

2  Maids,         - 

-      6 

Seed  for  act  Acres  wheats 

•                       * 

26 

*        J5 

_                   T  rt 

■  '''  40  Turnips, 

Cafh  in  hand  to  anfwer  incidental 
demands,         -         -         -        100 


Total,  i  -  £837 

TKe  annual  account  of  fuch  a  farm,  they 
reckon  as  follows. 
Vol.L  X 
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Produce. 
6  Cows,        -  jC*3° 


i  o  Young  cattle,     ■    .  - 

30 

40  Sheep, 

20 

Swine,         - 

5 

40  Acres  of  wheat, 

200 

30  Ditto  barley, 

*                    « 

120 

30  Ditto  turnips, 

60 

£♦465 

Expences. 

Rent,         - 

£♦125 

Town  charges,      . .   - 

15 

Labour,          .  -      .     - 

86 

Seed,        - 

47 

Wear  and  tear, 

-      50 

Houfe-keeping  and  cloaths> 

5° 

£-373 

Produ<a,         - 

465 

Expences,         - 

373 

The  farmer's  profit, 

£'9* 

Land  fells  at  40  years  purchafe ;  poors 
rates  1  s.  in  the  pound ;  twenty  years  ago 
were  but  6  d;  and  twenty  before  that  were 
liothing  at  all.     The  employment  of  the 

women 
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women  and  children,  generally  drinking 
tea  with  white  hread  and  butter  twice  a  day . 
— an  extremity  that  may  lurely  be  called 
luxury  in  excels !  No  wonder  rates  are 
doubled. 

The  following  particulars  of  farms  will 
fhew  the  general  ceconomy  of  this  country. 

403  Acres  in  all        £.&z  Rent 
350  Arable  and  fo-         6  Horfes 
reft,  which  is  plough-         8  Cows 
ed  now  and  then  12  Young  cattle 

56  Grafs  260  Sheep. 

Another  : 
68  r  Acres  in  all  8  Cows 

500  Arableand  fo-       16  Young  cattle 


reft 

180  Grafs 
£.139  Rent 
8  Horfes 

400  Sheep 
3  Men 

1  Maid 

1  Labourer. 

Another  : 

50  Acres  in 

all 

3  Cows 

24  Arable 
36  Graft 
£.21  Rent 

6  Young  cattle 
1  Boy 
1  Maid. 

2  Horfes 

X 

2 
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Another  : 
190  Acres  ifci  all  12  Young  tattfif 


57  Grafs 

ioo  Sheep 

133  Arable 

1  Mail 

£.  126  Rent 

2  Boys 

6  Horfes 

1  Maid 

6C6ws 

- 

1  Labourer, 

Anbther  .*■ 

12 1  Acres  in 

all 

6  Young  cattle 

24  Grafs 

r  Man 

97  Atable 

> 

*Boy 

£.  84  Rent 

2  Maids 

8  Horfes 

1  Labourer- 

6  Cows 

Another : 

112  Acres  in 

all 

6  Young  cattle 

20  Graft 

1  Man 

92  Arable 

2  Boys 

£.  74  Rent 

2  Maids 

8  Horfes 

2  Labourers* 

4  Cows 

* 

• 

Another: 

853  Acres  in  all 

^.325  Rent 

400  Arable 

16  Horfes 

180  Foreft 

10  Cows 

273  Gnifr 

I 

20  Young  cattle1 
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£00  Sheep  4  Maids 

3  Men  4  Labourers. 

4  Boys 

Another : 
985  Acres  in  aJl  jo  Young  cattle 

664  Foreft  500  Sheep 

70  Grafs  1  Man 

257  Arable  2  Boys 

£.  1 92  Rent  i  Maid 

8  Horfes  2  Labourers. 

6  Cows 
Mr.  Melli/b  in  his  attention  to  the  ceco- 
nomical  management  of  his  eftate,  has 
made  fuch  enquiries  into  hufbandry,  as 
were  neceflary  for  enabling  him  to  improve 
the  culture  and  value  of  it ; — and  he  has  alfo 
■tried  fome  experiments  of  a  very  important 
nature  :  That  he  hints  nothing  of  this  fort 
without  the  foundation  of  experience,  will 
beft  appear  from  the  particulars  of  the  land 
?ie  keeps  in  his  own  hands. 

764  Acres  3C.240  Rent 

120  Grafs  12  Farminghorfes 

400  Foreft  and  9  Other  ditto 

plantations  10  Cows 

244  Arable  600  Sheep. 

S'ich  a   fpace  of  land    has    well   enabled 
X  3  him 
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him  to  make  obfervations  of  a  truly  ufcful 
nature. 

PROFIT     OF     CULTIVATING 
DIFFERENT    SOILS. 

The  two  great  diftin&ions  of  foil  around 
Bfyt6,  are  the  rich  fands,  and  the  foreft 
fands.  The  firft  are  let  at  16,  17,  and  18  J. 
jin  acre;  but  the  latter  produce  no  more 
than  from  2  s.  to  4^.  an  acre.  The  differ- 
ence of  rent  is  fo  great,  that  to  fome  the 
cheapeft  land  is  always  beft. 

Culture,  Expences,  and  Produce  of  an  acre 
pf  the  beft  fand  during  four  years. 

Firji ;   Turnips. 

Rent  and  town  charges,       -     £.  1     p     p 
Four  earths,  at  41.         -         -       0160 
Three  har rowings  and  rolling,        020 
Seed  and  fowing,         -         -•         016 
Harrowing  and  hand-hoeing,         066 
Preparing  the  dung  in  the  yard ; 
carriage,    and     fpreading     iq 
loads;    4  horfes,    2    carts,    4 
jr.en,  15  loads  a  day.  o   iq     o 

2   16     o 


THROUGH  ENGLAND.    311 

Second;  Barley. 

Rent,  &c.        -        -  -      £.  1     o    o 

Two  plougiungs,        -  -        080 

Harrowing,         -         -  -020 

10  Pecks  feed,        -  -      -066 

Sowing,        -        -  o     o     6 

Mowing  and  harvefting,  -       080 

Thra/hing,        •        -  -         060 


2  11 


Third;  Clover. 

Rent,  &c.  -  o  -  100 
Seed  and  (owing,  -  -  060 
Mowing,  making,  &c.  once  cut  080 

1   14    o 


Fourth;  Wheat. 

Rent,         - 

1 

0 

0 

I  Ploughing,         - 

0 

4 

0 

Harrowing  and  rolling, 

0 

2 

6 

Seed,         - 

0 

12 

-6 

Sowing,          - 

0 

0 

3 

Reaping  and  harvefting, 

0 

10 

0 

Thraftxing  30  bufhels, 

0 

7 

6 

»»■•■» 


2  16     9 


X  4 
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Expenses. 

Turnips,        r        -        -  £.2  *6  S 

Barley*         r         -r        -  t       2  'H  o 

Dover,         -        -        -  -     1   14  9 

^Theat,        -        T        -  -      2  16  9 

917  9 


*™^ 


Produce. 
Turnips,         r.  -  -  3     o     o 

Barley,  6  quarters,         r        r       5     o     o 

Clover,        -        -        -        -     2  10     q 

Wheat,  30  bufhels,  at  4*.  6d.       6  15     q 

Total  produce,  -  17     5     o 

Total  expences,  -  9179 

Profit,         -         -      7     7     3 

Which  is  per  acre  per  ann.  1    1 6  9  i 

Or,  per  1 00  acres,       -        183   15     o 

/>*r  500  ditto,       -        918   15     o 

per  1000  ditto,  1837  10     o 

Culture,  Expences,    and  Produce  of  an 
?cre  of  foreft  land  during  four  years* 

Fir/i;  turnips. 
Rent,  &c.         ----056 
Tillage,  &c.  as  before,        -         1   16     o 
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Second;  Barley. 

Rent,  &c.        -        -  £.0    5  6 

THIage,  &c.           -           -  1  '  4  $ 

jBeed,        -        w        -        r  o  10  o 


Third  1  Clover. 
Rent,        - 
•Sundries,  as  before, 


2      O 

* 

0 

0    5 
0  14 

0  19 

6 

Foyrti;  0ats9 

Rent,        -        ^        -        -  o    5    6 

One  ploughing,        -         r  040 

Harrowing  and  rolling,    .     ?  026 

Seed,        -        -        -.        T  080 

Sowing,          r         r          t  003 
Mowing  and  harvefting,        -080 

Thrafhing  5  quarters,         ^  050 

TLxpencess 

Turnips,        -         -         *■  216 

Barley,         -        -  2     o    o 

Clover,        -        -        -      -  p  19     6 

Oats,        r        -j        m        »  i   13     3 

£6  H    3 
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Produce. 

Turnips,        -        -        -  jf.2     o  o 

Barley,  4  quarters,   .      •  -  3   12  o 

Clover,          -          -          -  x   10  o 

Oats,  5  quarters,          -         -  400 

Total  produce,          -  11     2*  o 

Total  expences,           -  6   14  3 


Profit,           -           -  479 

Which  is  per  acre  per  annum^  1     1    1 1 

Or  per  100  acfes,          -  109  n     3 

Or  per  500  ditto,         -  547  18     4 

Or  per  1000  ditto,         -  1095  16     8 

Profit  per  acre  on  the  rich 

fand,         -         -         -  1   16     9^ 

Ditto  on  the  fbreft  fand,    .  1     1    1 1 


■W"^*^ 


Superiority  of  the  former,  o  14  io£ 

Which  fs  per  1 00  acres,  74  9     7 

Per  500  acres,            -*  372  711 

Per  ioqo  ditto,            -  744  15   11 

Before  any  remarks  aye  offered  on  this 
account,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  explain  the 
rent  of  the  foreft  land.  %  Jf  is  fuppof^d  10 
One  piece,  with  a  ring  fence  around  it,  donq 

at 
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at  the  landlord's  expencc  ;  alio  the  neccflary 
buildings  erected.  The  tenant  fubdivides 
it,  and  grubs  up  the  whins,  broom,  or 
other  trumpery  that  may  be  fcattered  about 
it ;  the  rent  of  the  land  is  3  s.  the  other  2  s, 
6  d.  is  the  intereft  at  8  per  cent,  of  the  mo- 
ney he  firft  expends ;  of  which  the  account 
is  as  follows. 

The  fides  of  the  fquarc,  in  Plate  IV.  fig.  2. 
are  juft  7  a  mile  in  length;  the  contents 
160  acres:  fuppofe  the  ring  fence  of  fuch 
a  farm  done  by  the  landlord  ;  the  remainder 
for  the  tenant  to  perform  fo  divided,  in  the 
northern  meafure,  amounts  to  85  acres,  at 
28  yards  each. 

85  Acres,  at  1  /.  1  s.     A   bank 
with  quick;  a  ditch  and  dou- 
ble hedge  of  dead  wood  ;  the 
materials  of  which  reckoned 
at  1 5  j.  a  load  onthefpor,    -    89 
The  divifion  of  the  1  /.  is.  is; 
Making  the  hedge,        -        2  s. 
Bank  and  ditch,  -  2 

Wood,         -        -        -        15 
Quick;  224  in  an  acre,  1 

Planting,  I 

Carry  over,  -  89 
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Brought  over,        ■?        £-89  g  • 

fight  gates,  r  v  19  ©  •• 

JJLeparatioa  to  bring  up  the  quick* 

at  iSs.  -  -  -  7$  o  9 
/Stubbing  and  clearing  160  acres, 

^t  10/.        -        r        -        Bo  o  o 


j  /.  1 1  s.  9  d.  per  acre,    -      jC«255     5     9 

Intereft,  at  8  per  cent,  20  /.  3  J.  Qr  2  x.  6  ^f 
an  acre. 

This  is  certainly  the  proper  method  of  9, 
tenant's  calculating  his  expence  on  entering 
a  farm  in  which  improvements  are  to  be  car- 
ried on :  it  is  imagined  that  a  man  cannot 
reckon  lefs  than  8  per  cent,  for  money 
which  he  lays  out  thus  on  a  leafe  of  2 1 
years.  Thjefe  expeqices  amount  nearly  tQ 
the  rent  of  the  land, 

In  refpeft  Jto  the  fencing,  there  are  feyeral 
methods  purfued ;  but  the  exa&  propriety 
of  them,  or  degree  of  comparative  cheap- 
nefs,  duratioU  confidered,  are  not  clearly 
underftood,  Inftead  of  dead  wood  hedges 
on  each  fide  the  quick,  fod  banks  are  fome^ 
times  made,  with  ling  laid  along  the  top, 

and 
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*m\  fixed  by  a  row  of  ftakes  :  the  cxpence 
as  follows : 

t  Acre,  double  banking, 

Getting  ling, 

Setting  ditto,  -  - 

Carriage,         - 

Value  of  ling  and  ftakes, 

Quick,  • 


8 

o 


a 


R, 


cparation, 


14    6 

5    ° 


This  fence  cannot  be  had  every  where  ; 
but  where  the  ling  can  be  got  ealily,  the 
quick  may  be  railed  with  a  double  bank  and 
ditches,  and  the  ling  in  faggots  fet  aftride 
on  the  bank,  and  fixed  down  with  ftakes, 
and  kept  in  repair  for  ioj.  61/.  an  acre, 
which  is  much  lower  than  the  wood  fence. 

If  fields  are  divided  that  are  always  To 
cropped,  that  cattle  never  feed  in  them, 
thty  may,  in  this  country,  be  fenced  with? 
tfcree  rows  of  quick  alone  for  6/.  an  acre, 
as  no  hedge  or  bank  is  wanting  to  defend  it. 

The  comparifon  between  the  two  fands  is 

extremely  decifive ;   14.J.  10J.  per  acre  fu- 

pcrjority  of  profit  is  very  confiderable  ;  and 

amount  sy 
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amounts,  as  before  obferved,  to  a  confidcr- 
able  income  when  extended  to  500  or  100 
acres.  This  fhould  be  a  Ieflbn  to  all  farmers 
ever  to  choofe  the  beft  land  at  a  fair  rent, 
in  preference  to  what  is  commonly  called 
the  cheapeft  foil :  in  this  country  there  are 
large  tracts  of  the  befl  fand,  but  not  cxten- 
five  enough  to  admit  the  fuppofition  of  a 
farmer's  hiring  as  much  of  it  as  he  pleafes. 
The  cafe  is  different  with  the  foreft  land ; 
and  this  is  a  circumftance  very  favourable 
to  it.  There  is  fuch  plenty  of  it,  that  an' 
calculation  might  at  once  be  realized.  Mr, 
Mdlijh  has  one  clofe  of  700  acres  of  it  let 
at  2  J",  an  acre  tythe  free ;  befides  many 
others  of  a  fmaller  fize.  If  the  various  ad- 
vantages of  fuch  great  extent,  and  the  com- 
pa£lnefs  of  fuch  farms  are  confidered,  it 
will  be  found  that  they  are  more  advanta- 
geous than  the  above  comparative  account 
allows.  The  enquiry  thus  ftated  is  n< 
therefore,  whether  1000  acres  of  rich 
are  more  advantageous  than  1000  of  foreft; 
becaufe  the  latter  may  be  had,  but  not  the 
former :  could  they  be  gained,  the  former 
comparifon  would  here  be  decifive :  but  the 
grand  point  relative  to  the  foreft  land  is  the 
prol 
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profit  of  cultivating  a  tract  of  wafle  where 
a  man  may  have  as  much  as  he  pleafes. 
The  account  before  given  fets  this  matter 
in  &  clear  light ;  it  appeared  that  the  clear 
profit  of  farming  thefe  foils  is  above  a  guinea 
an  acre:  hence  it  is  evident  that  thefe  lands 
lying  wafte  are  a  real  nuiiance  to  the  pub- 
lic; the  profit  refulting  from  them  by  main- 
taining fhecp  is  on  comparifon  with  this 
too  inconfiderahle  to  mention.  The  pre- 
vious improvement  of  1  L  11  J.  gd.  per 
acre,  expended  in  fencing  and  clearing,  is 
not  high ;  not  to  be  compared  with  various 
other  methods  of  reducing  wafle  land  to 
cultivation. 

The  above  data  are  drawn  from  ex- 
perience; Mr.  Mellijb  has  found  the  cx- 
pence,  product,  and  profit  to  be  as  there 
dated — and  I  mould  obferve  upon  it,  that 
thefe  foreft;  fands  cannot  be  fo  bad  as  the 
farmers  in  this  country  think  them :  for  a 
guinea  an  acre  is  not  a  low  profit  in  much 
richer  countries.  The  rem  of  51.  bd,  an 
acre  is  trifling  when  compared  with  the 
crops — turnips  worth  40J.  an  acre;  barley 
4  quarters — clover  30/, — and  oats  6  quar- 
ters, all  fpeak  a  rent  much  higher :  I  know 
many 
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many  trails  of  country,  that  do  not  produce 
fo  much,  let  at  from  10  to  12s,  an  acre; 
which  is  a  ftrong  proof  that  thefe  fands  arc 
not  of  that  mean  nature  the  farmers  of  this 
Country  efteem  them; 

CARROTS. 

In  176S,  Mr.  Mellijh  caufed  three  acrel 
to  be  twice  trench  ploughed  ;  one  plough 
following  the  other  in  the  fame  furrow.  In 
February  fowed  it,  4  lb.  of  feed  per  acre : 
The  plants  arofe  very  favourably  ;  were 
hand-hoed  twice ;  and  weeded  as  often ;  all 
which  operations  coft  two  guineas  per  acre  ; 
but  they  were  not  thinned  fufficicntly ; 
however  the  carrots  throve  extremely  well, 
and  were  upon  the  whole  a  favourable  crop. 
They  were  taken  up  as  wanted  ;  beginning 
at  Michaelmas.  Horfes,  cows,  pigs,  and 
other  cattle,  were  fed  on  them,  and  with 
molt  uncommon  fuccefs.  The  produ£l 
amounted  to  20  tons  per  acre  exclufive  of 
the  tops ;  from  the  moft  attentive  obferva-* 
tion  which  Mr.  Mellijh  could  make  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  crop,  in  faving  oars  for 
horfes — feeding  cows— and  fatting  hogs— ■ 
he  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  value  of 
them  is  about  20  j.  a  ton.- 
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Expencet  of  the  three  acres. 

Rent,  &c.        -        -  £„  3    o    o 

Ploughing  and  harrowing,  2     8     o 

Seed,        -        -        -         -  o  12    o 

Hoeing  and  weeding,          -  660 

Taking  up,         -         -         -  300 

Carting  home,         -          -  300 


£ 

18 

6 

0 

Produce. 
60  tons,  at  20i. 
Expences,                           - 

60 

18 

0 
6 

0 
0 

Profit,          - 

41 

■4 

0 

Which  is  per  acre, 

13 

18 

0 

Great  as  this  crop  is,  Mr.  Mellijh  ima- 
gines that  they  may  be  cultivated  to  greater 
advantage  ;  he  has  been  prevented  by  va- 
rious undertakings  from  having  any  carrots 
fince,  but  now  he  has  finiflied  feveral  great 
works  of  building,  and  improving  the  en- 
virons of  his  feat,  he  is  determined  : 
to  fow  carrots,  and  have  a  regular  crop  < 
them  every  year. 

Vot.  I.  Y  After 
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After  the  carrots  on  the  above  three 
acres,  barley  was  town,  without  manure ; 
and  the  produce  was  feven  quarters  an  acre; 
which  was  more  conGderable  than  an  ad- 
joining piece  of  the  lame  foil  yielded,  after 
turnips  well  manured  for :  a  very  ftrong 
proof  of  the  excellent  quality  of  carroti 
in  cleaning  and  ameliorating  the  ground. 
Thefe  rich  fands  will  ever  be  found  to 
produce  vafl:  uncertain  crops  of  carrots ; 
and  that  without  the  affiflance  of  dung :  the 
clear  profit  of  13/.  an  acre  on  a  crop  whi 
anfwers  all  the  ends  of  the  bed  falli 
and  is  fubfh'tutcd  inftead  of  it ;  at  the  farm 
time  laving  that  manure  which  turnips 
would  require,  and  railing,  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  crop,  a  vafr  quantity  of  dung 
for  other  lands  ;  all  together  forming  a  fyf- 
tem  of  profitable  hufbandry,  hardly  to  be 
equalled  by  any  other  management.  Pota- 
toes Mr.  Mrflijb  has  alfo  found  uncommonly 
advantageous — they  produce  immenfe  crops 
on  the  bed  fands ;  and  with  dung,  exceed- 
ingly beneficial  ones  on  foreft  land.  The 
following  courfe  of  crops,  with  the  intro- 
duction of  thefe  very  profitable  roots,  will 
ihew  how  requifite  they  are  to  carrying  the 
profit  of  hufbandry  to  the  higheft  pitch. 


111c 
lich 

ame 


pitch. 
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EXPENCES. 

Wirfti  Carrots. 

One  third  of  the  total  above 

inferted  of  18/.  6s. 

£.620 

Add  for  manure, 

1     0    0 

720 

Second  ;  Barley :  total  as  at  page 

3H» 

2  11     0 

Third  ;  Clover :  at  ditto, 

1   14    0 

Fourth;  Wheat:  at  ditto,       - 

2  16    9 

H    3     9 

Produce. 

Carrots,        - 

20     0    0 

Barley,  {fee  page  312) 

500 

Clover,  ditto,         - 

2  10    0 

Wheat,  ditto,         - 

6  15    0 

Total  produce, 

34     5     0 

Total  expences,           - 

»4    3     9 

Clear  profit,          -        - 

20     1     3 

Or  per  acre  per  ann. 

5    Ml 

Another  courfc  ftrongly  to 

be  recom- 

mended,  is; 

Y  * 

Firft; 

9 

13     o 

20 

5 

o     o 

O       0 

*5 
9 

O      0 

13     o 

>5 
7 

7     ° 
13    6 
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Firft  j  Carrots,  expences,  £•  7     2. 

Second  j  Barley,  ditto,        -        211 


Produce.    Carrots, 
—  Barley, 

Total  produce, 
Total  expences, 

Profit, 

Per  acre  per  ann. 
I  mull  be  allowed  to  recommend  the  cul- 
tivation of  carrots  in  feme  courfe  of  this  fort, 
to  all  farmers  poffeffing  any  fandy  foils; 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  rich :  But  under- 
takings of  this  nature  require  great  fpirit 
and  much  money  ;  the  culture  is  expeniive;. 
and  the  purchafing  cattle  to  confume  the 
crops,  would  require  large  fums  of  money. 
.  Another  courfe  to  be  recommended*  is. 

1.  Carrots  4.  Barley 

2.  Barley  5.  Clover 

3.  Potatoes  6.  Wheat. 

Expences, 

Carrots",         -                    -  £.  7 

Barley,  2 

Carry  over  -        9 
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Brought  over 

£■9 

13 

0 

Potatoes 

—Rent,         £.  i     o 
Manure,          i     o 
3  Earths,         o   12 
Harrowing,     0     2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Planting,         0  10 
soBufli.fetts,  1    10 
Hoeing,          1     0 
Taking  up,     0  10 

0 
0 
0 

0 

Carting,           1     0 

0 

4 

0 

'  7 

Barley, 

- 

2 

1 1 

0 

Clover, 

- 

1 

14 

0 

Wheat, 

- 

2 

16 

9 

— 3 

iS 

9 

Produce. 

Carrots, 

- 

20 

0 

0 

Barley, 

- 

5 

0 

0 

Potatoes, 

300  buthels,  at  1  /. 

15 

0 

0 

Barley, 

- 

5 

0 

0 

Clover, 

- 

2 

10 

0 

Wheat,          ... 
Total  produce, 

6 

■5 

0 

54 

5 

0 

Total  expcnces, 

23 

iB 

9 

Profit,           - 

30 

6 

3 

Or 

per  acre  per  am. 

5 

1 

0 

32«   f At  tAHiAZki  TOUR 

CABBAGES, 

In  the  }*ar  176*6,  Mr.  Mellifh  had  thi 
acres  and  an  half  6f  the  great  Scotch  oa 
bage ;  the  foil  his  rich  fand,  ploughed  i 
the  firft  tiifie  ifi  OZrober ;  dnd  manured 
the  fpring  %itK  1 2  loads  An  acrd  of  fan 
yard  pompfaft :  THe  feed  Was  fown  in  1 
firuary ;  afid  the  ptants  fet  into  the  field  t 
latter  end  Of  May>  in  rotf  s  planted  2  fi 
jrfunder  every  way,  and  kept  clean  han 
,hoed.  They  Wfcre  cut  and  gtven  to  flic 
On  grctfs  land ;  eighty  fheep  Were  bought 
1 4  j.  each,  and  put  to  fhem  to  fatten j  a 
fold  from  (hem  at  a  guinea  apiece ;  whi 
is  a  profit  of  28/. ;  or  8/.  an  acre  prodi 
for  the  crop.  The  fame  ground  was  plant 
the  year  following ;  and  managed  in  t 
fame  manner,  but  not  manured  agaijn : 
fatted  60  fheep ;  the  profit  the  fame,  whi 
is  6  /.  per  acre.-— The  average  of  the ,  ti 
props  7/..  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  faa< 
foils  have  not  been  recommended  as  t 
proper  ones  for  cabbage  crops ;  but  yet  N 
MeJIijb's  products  art  very  confiderab 
pnd  far  exceeding  any  thing  eyer  kho\ 
from  turnipsr- 
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LAYING    LAND   TO    GRASS. 

This  gentleman  has  found  from  repeated 
experience,  that  the  beft  way  of  laying 
land  to  graft,  if  to  fallow  well  for  turnips, 
and  to  feed  the  crop  on  the  land  with  flieep 
early  enough  for  lowing  rye  ;  with  which 
he  lows  part  of  the  grafs  feeds,  and  har- 
rows in  the  remainder  of  them  on  the  rye 
in  the  fpring.  If  he  lays  with  hay  feeds, 
he  ibws  2  quarters  an  acre,  and  10/i.  of 
white  clover.  If  no  hay  feeds,  then  10 /A. 
white  clover,  10 1&.  trefoile,  and  10/^.  nar- 
row leaved  plantain,  called  rib-grafs.  The 
hrfl  year  he  feeds  the  grafs  ;  but  the  fecond, 
mows  from  2  to  2  \  tons  of  hay  per  acre. 

In  1766,  ten  acres  of  gratcliy  land,,  a 
whin  cover,  were  (own  With  turnips;  and 
the  crop  eat  ofl"  with  flieep;  the  value  2/.  2 s. 
per  acre  ;  after  thefe  turnips  it  waS  fummcr 
fallowed  :  and  at  Micbaelrtas  (own  with 
rye;  which  proved  4  very  good  crop.  1 
quarters  of  hay  feeds  and  10 /A,  of  white 
clover  per  acre  were  fown  on  the  rye. 
This  paflurc  was  mown  the  firft  year,  and 
produced  2  tons  of  hay  pet  acre  :  the  fecond 
year  it  was  fed. 

Y  4  The 
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The  rent  of  this  land  before  was  5  /.  6  d. 
an  acre,  but  now  it  is  worth  12  J. 

Sometimes  the  broom  and  fern  will  come 
again  in  grafs  fields  laid  down  from  foreft 
land ;  In  this  cafe,  Mr.  Mellijb  has  found 
it  neceflary  to  plough  it  up  for  turnips, 
which  are  harrowed  and  rolled  on  one 
earth,  and  fed  on  the  ground.  If  they 
prove  a  good  crop,  then  he  limes  and  dungs 
for  barley :  but  if  they  are  indifferent,  the 
manures  are  fpread  for  a  fecond  crop  of 
turnips ;  which  are  likewife  fed  on  the 
land ;  and  fucceeded  by  barley  and  red 
clover ;  on  the  latter,  wheat  is  fown ;  and 
after  that  turnips  again,  to  be  fed  off  time 
enough  for  rye  and  grafles  to  be  fown  00 
it.  Such  a  tillage  courfe  will  totally  cl< 
the  land  of  all  rubbifli. 


TURNIP   HOEING. 


Mr.  MeUiJh  having  found  a  great  difficulty 
in  procuring  turnip  hoers — and  being  dif- 
gufted  at  the  idea  of  the  flovenly  manage- 
ment too  common  among  the  farmers, 
made  ufe  of  a  machine  for  executing  the 
work,  which  feems  much  better  adapted 
it  than  any  I  remember  to  have  feen, 


I 
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Plate  V.  Fig.  1.  reprefents  it  at  large. 

1  to  2.  fix  feet. 

I  to  3.  one  foot  10  inches. 

4  to  5.  three  feet  4  inches. 

6  to  7.  eight  feet  6  inches. 

Length  of  fhare  irons,  2  feet  4  inches. 

Wheels  21  inches  diameter. 

This  machine  I  can  conceive  will  by 
crofs  cutting  do  much  lervice ;  probably  to 
doubling  the  value  of  the  crops  compared 
with  thofe  unhoed  at  all :  but  let  it  ever  be 
underftood,  that  it  is  chiefly  to  be  recom- 
mended to  thofe  perfons  who  are  fo  fituatcd 
that  they  reaily  cannot  get  hoers  fufficicnt 
for  their  emps — never  let  it  be  totally  de- 
pended on,  when  hand-hoes  can  be  gained. 
The  true  turnip  culture,  is  to  fet  the  crop 
out  regularly ;  to  cut  up  all  weeds,  and  to 
leave  the  plants  every  where  diftintt,  which 
no  machine  will  near  effe£h  But  I  fliall 
readily  allow  that  fuch  a  machine  would  be 
of  great  ufe  in  any  country  when  the  crop 
grows  rather  too  fad  for  the  hoers  to  thin 
the  plants,  and  give  the  weeds  a  check 
before  they  begin :  or  by  way  of  loofening 
the  earth  in  cutting  deep :  the  great  fault 
of  the  common  turnip  hoeing  is,  the  men 
i  fkim- 
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Humming  over  the  furface,  jufl  cutting;  off 
the  weeds,  bat  loofening  the  earth,  especi- 
ally in  loam,  very  little.  This  machine 
may,  by  the  backhands  of  the  horfes*  be 
made  to  ait  any  depth,  and  fo  far  exceeds 
any  hand-hoe.  It  would  probably  be  of 
great  benefit  to  precede  the  hand-hoeing 
any  country. 

PLANTING. 

Mr.  Mettifo  has,  for  many  years, 
fiumerous  plantations,  which  are  a  very 
great  ornament,  not  to  his  eflate  only,  but 
to  the  whole  country.  In  this,  noble  purfui 
he  has  gained  much  experience  in  plantir 
Jandy  foils,  efpectally  from  trying  vario 
methods,  and  different  forts  of  trees.  Some 
pieces  of  forcft  land  he  has  cleared  from 
the  fpontaneous  rubbiih,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  far  corn,  and  ploughed  it  ence  in  the 
common  manner,  npon  which  he  fee  the 
trees :  Others  he  trench-ploughed,  and  fet 
'hem;  and,uponfomeotherpieces,hedidnot 
plough  at  alt,  and  cleared  no  more  than 
neceffary  to  mate  the  holes -to  plant  them! 
in.  The  refiilt  of  thefe  various  trials  was 
indeterminate,  each  nearly  equal;  but, 
3 
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any  difference,  thofe  planted  after  clearing 
and  ploughing,  were  the  beft.  The  forts  tried 
were  Scotch  and  fprucc  firs,  larch,  oak,  am, 
cheftmit,  beech,  birch,  &c.  the  whole  mixed, 
Scotch  and  fprnce  firs  have  grown  much 
faffer  than  any  of  the  reft,  and  they  have 
all  fo  generally  fucceeded,  that  fcarcely  one 
In  ten  thoufand  have  failed.  The  foil  he 
has  chofen  is  fbreft  fand  of  31.  an  acre. 

The  number  lie  has  generally  fet  on  an 
acre  is  5000 ;  the  espence  of  enclofingi 
raifing  the  trees,  and  planting,  is  3/.  an 
acre.  In  five'  years  they  require  thinning; 
the  value  of  the  wood  taken  out  about  pays 
for  the  labour:*  the  number  taken  out 
about  1000. 

In  five  years  more  (hey  are  thinned  again, 
when  another  thoufand  trees  are  taken  out* 
which  make  very  good  hedge  wood  and 
hedge  flakes.  The  value  about  5  /.  more 
than  wfiat  pays  the  labour. 

After  thefe  thinnings,  3000  arc  left, 
which  Mr.  Mellijh  has  found  from  experi- 
ence to  be  then  worth  6  d.  each,  on  an  ave- 


;    fhould  always  Sc  cut  the  rauMlrofJuininer, 
rpentine;  they  ate  a*  good 
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rage,  as  they  ftarjd,  and  clear  of  all  ex- 
pences,  if  fold.  At  this  time  another  thou- 
fand  ftiould  be  taken  out. 

Two  thoufand  are  therefore  left,  whii 
at  30  years  growth,  will  be  worth,  as  they 
ftand,  1  j.  each ;  and,  at  40  years,  they  will 
be  worth  2  j. 

This  is  the  ftate  of  the  planting  produce 
on  the  poor  foreft  fands;  but  Mr.  MeUiJk 
has  many  Scotch  firs,  planted  35  years  ago 
on  good  land,  which  are  now  worth  40  s. 
each,  aod  very  many  from  25J.  to  35/. 

Upon  thefe  data  we  may  eafily  calculate 
the  profit  of  planting  at  different  periods, 

Account  of  an  acre  of firs  at  the  end  of  the 

fifth  year. 
Tirft  inclofing,*  raifing,  planting, 

fencing,  &c         -  £.  •. 

Jntereft  of  the  above  fum  for 

five  years,  -r  -        o  15 

Rent,  -  •  -      o  15 


uu- 

s 


*  This  price   is  for  a  large  field  of  10,  15,  or  ao 
acres,  and  not  3  tingle  acre.     It  is  the  proportion  c 
the  whole. 
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In  Jive  years  more. 
Reparation  of  the  fences,  £•  °     5     o 

Intereft  of  4/.  10/.  for  5  years,       1     26 
Allow  for  compoft  intereft,  015     o 

Rent,        -        -        -        *        o  15     o 


Firft  five, 

1 
4 

l7 

10 

6 
0 

Expence  at  the  end  of  ten  years, 
Received  for  thinnings, 

Excefs,        -           - 

At  the  end  of  twenty  yet 
Rent, 

7 
5 

7 
0 

6 
0 

1 

7 

6 

irs. 

10 

0 

Reparation  of  fences, 

O 

[O 

0 

Intereft, 

Received  for  1000,  at  6  d. 

1 

0 

0 

*5 

0 
0 

0 

0 

Value  of  2000  remaining,  at 
fame  rate, 

50 

0 

0 

Deduft,  as  above,             300 

75 

0 

0 

Excefs  at  end  of  5  years,  276 

-  5 

7 

6 

Clear  profit  in  20  years, 

6y 

12 

6 

Which  is  per  acre  per  annum, 

3 

9 

1 

334  7 m  Mft¥*#!  -TOfifft 

But,  fuppofing  the  3000.  trees  left  ted 
years  lohger,  the  account  will  ftancl  a» 
under. 


•       r 


•  .  .  .  . 

Received  for  ifioo,  #  td.  ,    JT.  1$    o  o 

QeduQ,  as  above,  -  5     7  6 

Profit,   in  20  years,  excliifive 

of  trees  remaining,     -*  ^9  \x  6 

Which,  fer  acre  per  annum^  may 

be  called,  -  -        1     x>  a 

— — ^ 

y#  /A*  *#</  of  thirty  years. 

Rent,  -  -  1   10  o 

Fences,  -  -        o  10  a 

Intereft,  -  1     o  o 


.  1 


Suppofn^g  the  plantation  then 

cut  down,  the  2000  trees*  at 

ix.    bring,  •        ~         100     o     a 

Deduft,  as  above,  -         300 

Profit/  -      -     m  97    o     o 
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Firjft  ten  years  ex-pence, 
•SfSConJ  tea  ditto, 
T.^rd  ditto, 

Total  expencc, 

Received  tccond  thinning, 

Third  ditto, 

The  2000  remaining, 

Total, 
Expences, 

Gear  profit  in  30  years, 

Or  per  acre  par  annum. 

At  tbe  end  of  forty  j 
Expences,  as  before, 

Received  for  2000  trees,  at  is. 
Ditto,  tirii  and  iecond  thinning 

Total, 

Deduct  expences,  as 

before,                 13     76 
Ditto,          -            300 

AND 

£■1 

3 
3 

>3 

■    33S 
7    6 

O        O 
O        O 

7* 

5 

-5 
100 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

130 
'3 

0 

1 

0 
6 

116 

12 

6 

3 

■7 

1 

tart. 
3 

0 

0 

200 
».  30 

230 

■     16 

0 
0 

0 

7 

0 
0 

0 
6 

Clear  profit  in  40  years, 
Or  per  acre  per  annum. 

213 

12 

6 

5 

fi 

1 
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This  account  of  the  expences,  produce, 
and  profit,  of  planting  foreft  land,  at  3  /.  an 
acre,  ftiews  the  amazing  profit  of  fuch  un- 
dertakings. Plantations  have,  in  general, 
been  raifedwitha  ■view  merely  to  beauty,  or 
elfe  through  a  very  noble  patriotic  motive 
of  being  ferviceable  to  the  country;  but  it  is 
evident,  that  they  may  be  undertaken  with 
very  different  views  :  with  thofe  of  profit. 
So  that  a  man  may  cut  down  the  trees  he 
planted  himfelf,  and  expect  to  reap,  in  fo 
doing,  very  considerable  profit. 

If  he  cuts  all  down  at  the  end  of  zo  years, 
and  leaves  not  a  fingle  tree,  he  gains  a  pro- 
fit clear  of  near  70  /.  an  acre,  which  is  3/.  9/. 
per  acre  per  annum  from  the  firft  planting. 
Let  me  afk  the  moft  Iktlful  farmers  of  this 
country,  how  they  will  exceed  fuch  a  profit, 
by  any  fyftem  of  common  husbandry,  on  fuch 
poor  land  ?  It  before  appeared,  that  com- 
mon good  hufbandry,  after  fome  improve- 
ments, would  yield  but  1  /.  1  /.  \\d.  per 
acre  profit:  fo  that  the  planting,  to  cut  in 
20  years,  is  more  than  thrice  as  beneficial, 
and  certainly  much  lefs  cxpofed  to  acciden- 
tal lofTes. 

But  fuppofing  the  trees  left  30  years, 
t 


I 
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that  cafe  the  thinnings  pay,  for  the  fitfl 
id  years,  il.  per  acre  per  anmnA\  and,  at 
the  end  of  the  30th,  the  account,  from  the 
firft  planting,  is  3  /.  I  J>.  1  d.  per  acre ;  and* 
in  40  years,  5/.  6  s.  \ei.  After  which  time 
they  may  be  fuppofed  to  decline  in  quick- 
nejs  of  growth,  and  confequently  had  better 
be  cut  down,  in  point  of  profit, 

If  beauty  of  lituation  is  not,  in  fomc  re- 
flects, commanded,  we  feldom  fee  plan- 
tations of  quick-growing  trees ;  but  it  fs* 
evident,  that  poor  foils  fliould  be  planted 
upon  the  mere  view  of  profit :  a  crop  of 
firs,  inftead  of  a  crop  of  wheat,  barley  or 
oats,at  20  years  growth,  which  fo  many  men 
jnay  expect  to  fee  out  in  perfection,  thejr 
turn  out  far  fuperior.  One  of  the  mod  pro- 
fitable farms  would  be  a  thirty  years  leafe 
of  fuch  [and,  with  liberty  to  plant  and  cut 
down.  One  of  twenty  years,  which  i:;  a 
rtiorter  period  than  the  generality  of  long 
leat'es,  would,  thus  applied,  exceed  common 
hufbandry  on  fuch  toils. 

Mr.  MfH'ijh  has  a  wafte,  indofed  with  a 
ring  fence  of  700  acres,  which  he  would  let t 
at  ys,  an  acre,  tythc  free".    Suppofe  a  perion 


hired  it  urAvr  a  Icafe  ot 
Vux..  I. 


The 
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The  railing,  planting,  occocc. would 

come  to,         -  -  £.  2 1 

Rent  of  700  acres,  for  thirty  years,       3 150 
Reparation  of  fences,  fuppofe,         -  50 

Intereftofzioo/.  for 30  years,  at  4  per 
cent.  -  2520 


I 


Total  expence, 

_782° 

'reduce— Thinning,  in  ten  years, 

at  5/.  an  acre, 

3J°o 

—  Ditto,  in  20  years,  1000  per 

acre,  at  bd.  i$l. 

i7joo 

— —  Cut  down  at  30  years,  2000 

per  acre,  at  1  s.  or  100  /.  per  acre, 

70000 

Total  produce, 

91000 

Total  expences, 

7820 

Clear  profit, 

83180 

This  account  is  Mated  in  the  Mile  of  a 
common  farm:  the  firft  expenditure  called. 
Mock,  and  compound  intereft  not  calculated. 
It  is  very  evident,  that  no  man,  poflefled  of 
fuch  foils,  who  cap  hire  them  for  20  or  30 
years,  under  a  planting  leafe,  need  ever  to 
be  diftrefled  at  the  idea  of  younger  children  V 
fortunes,  orraifing  large  funis  of  money  in. 
future.  A  moderate  expenditure  will,  by 
planting- 
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planting,  fecure  the  certain  pofleffion  of  any 
fum  that  may  in  future  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Meliijb  has,  befides  thefe  various  im- 
provements, executed  other  undertakings, 
which  (hew  an  activity  not  often  exceeded; 
He  has  made  ten  miles  of  road,  at  his  own 
expence,  and  a  river  four  mihts  long,  and 
ten  yards  wide,  as  a  drainage  to  a  large  ex- 
tent of  iow  land,  in  the  center  of  his  eftate, 
capable  of  being  made  as  fine  meadow  as 
any  in  England.  He  has  alfo  built  feveral 
farm-houfes,  and  above  thirty  cottages,  all 
in  the  moft  fubftantial  manner,  of  brick  and 
tile  :  works  of  the  nobleft  tendency,  that 
will  ever  carry  their  own  eulogy  !  * 

*  This  gentleman  has  added  a  very  magnifi- 
cent apartment  to  his  houfe,  (before  an  exceed- 
ing good  one)  awithdrswing-room,  40  feet  long, 
22  broad,  jnd  18  high,  with  a  circular  bow  of 
21  tm  fpan.  The  propo-tion  very  agreeable. 
The  chimney-piece  elegant ;  Icnic  pillars  or  Egyp- 
tian granate,  fluted  with  ftripes  01  white  marble, 
fupport  the  frieze,  in  which  is  a  ublet,  an  an- 
cient ficrifke.  The  furniture  is  extremely  rich, 
the  chairs  and  carpet  crtmlbn  velvet,  embroidered 
with  yellow  filk.  From  the  windows  of  mofl 
of  the  rooms  you  command  a  fine  wjter,  winch 
winds  through  the  lawn  for  a  mile  and  half*  the 
breadth  from  50  to  70  yards. 

He  has  alfo  built  a  lirse  and  handfomc  pile  o£ 
ftsbling.and  ornamented  his  eftate  with  200  acres 
of  thriving  plantation;. 
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LETTER    VIL 

FROM2ty/£Itook  the  road  to  Don* 
c after,  and  made  enquiries  into  the 
flate  and  culture  of  the  rich  fands  near  that 
town. 

Farms  rife  from  30/.  to  70/.  a  year,  and 
the  land  lets,  on  an  average,  at  50  j,  an  acre. 

Their  cropa  of  wheat  are,  on  an  averagef 
about  30  bufhel9,  of  rye  34,  of  barley  6 
quarters,  of  oats  1  o,  and  of  rape  half  a  laiL 
They  never  feed  this  crop* 

Their  turnips  they  never  hoe;  but  the 
value  does  not  rife  higher  than  40/.  an  acre. 

Their  manuring  confifts  in  little  elfe  thai* 
buying  Doncajier  dung,  which  all  the 
farmers,  within  four  or  five  miles,  regularly 
pra&ife. 

Their  paftures  are  very  good  :  an  acre  will 
fummcr  feed  a  cow.  They  prefer  the  fhort- 
horned  breed,  and  reckon  the  average  pro- 
duce of  milk  per  diem  at  four  gallons. 

In  their  tillage,  they  ulc  but  two  horfes  in 
a  plough ;  do  one  acre  a  day ;  the  depth 

I  five 


THROUGH   ENGLAND.    341 

five  inches,  and  the  price  per  acre  4/.  td. 
Their  fyftera  of  feeding  horfes  is  not  the 
moft  perfect;  and,  among  other  inftances, 
know  nothing  of  cutting  ftraw  into  chaff. 

Swing  ploughs  only  are  tiled. 

Land  fells  at  fifty  years  purchafe.  Tyihcs 
are  taken  in  kind.  Poor-rates  2  j.  in  the 
pound  :  their  employment  is  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  place,  which  is  the  facking, 
and  alio  that  of  ftockings  :  fome  hundreds 
.of  hands  are  employed  in  it. — All  drink  tea. 

No  leaics  in  thU  country. 

The  experiments  made  by -Anthony  H'hur- 
tont  Efq.  of  Carr-Houje,  will  beft  explain 
the  nature  of  this  rich  fand, 

POTATOES. 

Experiment,  No.  1 . 
in  -1767,  two  acres  of  the  beft  fand  were 
planted  with  potatoes,  after  a  third  crop  of 
corn,  in  rows  equally  dhtant,  three  quarters 
of  a  yard  afunder.  They  were  manured  for 
them  with  12  loads  an  acre  of  rotten  dung, 
a  forkful  to  each  fet,  fpread  from  heaps  in 
the  common  manner.  The  product  was 
242  buftiels  fir  acre,  which,  at  the  price  of 
3/  a  peck,  amounted  to  12/.  an  acre.  After 
7.  3  them 
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them  cabbage?  were  planted,  and  the  crop 
proved  very  6ne.  They  were  horfe  arc 
hand-hoed  as  often'  as  requHhe  to  keep 
them  clean  from  weeds. 

Experiment,  No.  2. 
In  1768,    two  acres  more  were  planted; 
the  management  exactly  the  fame,  and  1 
produce  again  12/. 

Experiment^  No.  3. 

In  1769,   four  acres  and  an  half   wei 
planted  on  the  fame  foil,  and  managed   in 
the    fame    manner.      The    product    300 
bufliels^r  acre,  or  ij/. 

Experiment,  No.  4. 

This  year,  1770,  he  has  feveral  pieces 
in  rows  at  various  diftances,  from  z  feet 
6  inches,  to  3  feet  6  inches.  I  found  them 
all  as  clean  as  a  garden ;  and  as  fine  lux- 
uriant a  growth  as  I  remember  to  have 
feen.  Half  an  acre  will  yield  at  the  rate  of 
25/.  pera^te.     The  reft  15/. 

All  thefe  crops  Mr.  Wharton  has  applied 
chiefly  to  the  feeding  fwine  ;  he  fats  pork- 
ers with  them  :  generally  boils  them  ;  and 
(ometimes  mixes  them  with  bar|ey  meal, 


ted; 

: 

!  in 
300 
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i  a  peck  of  the  latter,  to  6  bufhels  of  the 
potatoes.  The  pork  is  perfectly  good,  and 
the  fat  as  firm  and  as  good  as  any  other. 
He  alfo  finds  them  of  very  great  ufe  in  half 
fattening  bacon  hogs,  to  prepare  them  for 
peafe  and  beans*  In  thefe  applications  the 
value  of  the  potatoes  is  4^.  per  peck; 
whereas  only  %A.  is  ufed  in  the  preceding 
calculation  as  a  market  price. 

Mr.  IVbartanh  general  culture  of  them 
is  as  follows.  The  land  is  ploughed  three 
or  four  times  :  then  holes  are  made  by  a 
line  with  a  ipade ;  dung  is  put  in  thefc 
holes,  and  the  potatoe  fets,  on  the  dung. 
The  firft  tillage  is  to  harrow  the  land  flat, 
as  foon  as  the  weeds  come  up,  and  before 
the  potatoes.  They  are  afterwards  earthed 
up  by  hand-hoes  feveral  times ;  and  all 
weeds  extirpated.  One  circumfcancc  in 
which  Mr.  Wharton  is  peculiar,  is  the 
planting  only  the  knots  or  eyes,  cut  off  the 
potatoes;  thelieart  is  all  prefer ved  for  ufe; 
and  this  method  of  cutting  them,  is  recom- 
mended as  a  very  great  favmg. 

The  average  produce  amounts  to  20/. p:r 
acre,  at  4/  a  peck  j  and  the  expences  of 
the  crop  are  as  follow. 

z  + 
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Rent  and  town  charges,       -     £.2 

10 

0 

1 0  Bufheljj  of  feed,        1-        *» 

Q 

is 

4 

12  Loads  of  manure  (on  to  the 

land)  at  6  s. 

3 

12 

Q 

Planting  and  dicing,           -r 

0 

XQ 

Q 

3  Ploughings, 

0 

IO 

6 

I  Harrowing,                   *• 

0 

I 

O 

3  Horfc  hoeings,         *■         * 

0 

5 

O 

3  Hand  ditto,  and  weeding, 

0 

7 

O 

Taking  up  and  carrying  home, 

1 

0 

O 

• 

9 

8 

IO 

Total  produce,          w 

20 

9 

0 

Total  expences, 

9 

8 

10 

•  _ 

Profit,  ■       *     '      * 

10 

11 

2» 

This  culture  of  potatoes,  {hews  how 
much  that  root  defer ves  attention  on  ricl^ 
{ands  j  they  form  an  admirable  crop  to  in-i 
troducc  regularly  in  a  courfe,  and  to  exteq4 
over  all  the  light  arable  of  a  farm. 

CABBAGES. 

Experiment^  No.  5. 

In  1767,  three  acres  of  the  gre»t  Scotch 
cabbage  were  planted  on  fand  worth  20* 
an  acref     The  feed  was  fowji  in  Jlugujl^ 

pricked 
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pricked  out  in  Oelober  \  again  in  March  \ 
jml  into  the  field  the  middle  of  'June.  The 
land  was  prepared  by  five  ploughing,  and 
a  manuring  of  10  loads  an  acre  of  farm- 
yard dung.  They  were  planted  In  ftjuares, 
-aid  hand-h,oed  twice,  and  horfe-hocd  thrice. 
They  were  begun  to  be  cut  the  end  of 
OcJober;  and  lafted  till  the  end  of  February, 
They  were  ufed  for  fatting  bcafts — milch 
cows — young  cattle^-and  particularly  for 
hogs;  all  forts  of  fwine  above  3  months 
old — fows,  boars,  (hots,  &c.  and  they  fed 
very  eagerly  on  them ;  and  in  no  life 
anfwered  better:  they  were  kept  by  them 
in  excellent  order  till  put  up  for  fatting. 
In  the  fattening  of  beads  they  anfwercd  but 
indifferently.  The  cows  gave  vaft  quanti- 
ties of  milk,  as  much  as  from  the  fummei's 
grafs,  but  it  was  very  ftrong,  though  ven- 
tilated. Cmvs  with  calf,  if  they  accident- 
ally get  into  the  cabbage  field,  will  eat  till 
they  burft ;  but  this  is  the  cafe  with  no 
other  fort  of  cattle.  The  weight  of  the 
cabbages  arofe  to  34  lb. ;  the  average  21 IL 
tioz. :  this  is  47  tons  per  acre.  Notwith- 
standing this  weight,  Mr.  Wharton  pre- 
ferred a  crop  of  turnips  of  3  /.  per  acre,  fW 
any  life  except  the  feeding  pigs. 
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Experiment,  No.  6. 
In  1768,  four  acres  of  the  fame  foil  were 
planted.  The  preparation  of  the  land, 
and  all  other  circumftances  as  in  1767. 
The  crop  was  equal ;  and  upon  trying  them 
with  moft  forts  of  cattle,  the  fame  refult 
was  adhered  to. 

Experiment,  No.  7. 
In  1769,  eight  acres  were  planted  on  a 
clay  foil,    and  4  on  limeftone  land  :    but 
neither  of  them  equalled  the  crops  of 
preceding  year. 

Experiment,  No.  8. 

In  1769,  four  acres  were  planted  on 
fandof  20 j.  an  acre:  the  culture,  producl. 
application  of  the  crop,  &c.  were  nearly  the 
fame  as  in  the  preceding  years. 

Mr.  Wharton,  upon  the  whole,  docs  not 
approve  of  cabbages  on  land  that  will  yield 
large  crops  of  turnips :  he  finds  that  the 
latter  much  exceed  them  in  fatting  oxen  ; 
and  are  upon  the  whole  more  advantageous. 

In  flail  feeding  beafls  on  turnips,  Mr. 
Wharton  finds  that  they  fat  much  fader 
than  when  in  the  field  :    he  always  litters 


but 

I 
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them  down  -well.  Thofe  he  prefers  that 
have  had  the  fummer's  grafs.— One  acre 
drawn  and  given  in  flails,  will  feed  thrice 
jhc  beafte,  of  the  fame  given  in  the  field. 
Mr.  Wharton's  calculation  on  an  average, 
46,  that  an  acre  will  fatten  four  beafts  from 
$0  to  100  ftone,  during  four  months,  with 
r. he  afliilance  of  a  little  hay. 

Mr.  WharJony%  courfe  of  crops  on  his 
befl  faod  which  he  mod  approves,  is, 
f.  Turnips ;  2.  Carrots  ;  3.  Oats ;  4.  Pota- 
toes; 5.  Barley;  6.  Clover;  7  Wheat. 
And  the  account  in  expenccs,  product,  and 
profit,  is  as  follows. 

I.   TURNIPS. 

Exf>ences* 

"Six  ploughing*,        -        -      £.  1     1     o 

Six  harrowing?,         -         -  030 

Raking  together,  -and   burning 

the  twitch,"         -  -  030 

■Seed  and  fotring,         -         -         010 
Manuring,  tfft  loadu,  -  300 

Hoeing  with  a  machine,         -       0010 
Hand  weeding,         -  -  016 

Rent,  -  -         -  2   10     o 
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3  Toua 

IL    CARROTS 

» 

Expends. 

Four  ploughingSt 

- 

*• 

£-o 

*4 

'0 

Two  haf  rowings, 

- 

- 

0 

f 

P 

7#.  Seed, 

«>■ 

• 

0 

9 

4 

Sowing  in  drills, 

- 

- 

0 

7 

6 

Cleaning, 

- 

- 

2 

0 

0 

Taking  up, 

- 

- 

I 

0 

9 

{lent,         w         m 

OATS, 

2 

10 

0 

• 

» 

7 

1 

10 

ra. 

» 1 

Expences. 

Two  ploughings, 

- 

- 

O 

7 

O 

Two  harrowings, 

mm 

•» 

O 

1 

O 

Seed,  3 1  bufliels, 

- 

m 

O 

7 

O 

Sowing, 

m 

*» 

O 

0 

3 

Reaping, 

•» 

m 

O 

• 

7 

0 

Harvefting,         - 

m 

n 

-0 

6 

0 

Thrafhing, 

- 

- 

0 

6 

0 

Carrying,  3^  a  quarter, 

- 

0 

2 

6 

Jleitt, 

«• 

* 

2 

10 

0 

• 

4 

6 

9 

IV.    POTATOES. 

Expences. 
As  at  page  344,        -        -         9810 
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V.    BARLEY. 

Expcnces.     ' 
Three  ploughings,      -      -      £.0  10    6 
Three  harrowings,        -        -016 
Seed,  3  t  bufhels,  at  2/.  6d. 

and  Towing,  -  -  090 

Reaping  and  harvefting,  -  0130 
Thralhing,  -  -  -  090 
Carrying,         -  «■  016 

Rent,         -         -         -         -        2100 


4  '4    6 
VI.    CLOVER. 

Expences. 
Seed  and  Cowing,        -        -        060 
Mowing  twice,  and  getting  on  to 

flack,         -         -  -  1   10    o 

Rent,        -        -        m        -       2  10     o 


VII.     WHEAT. 

Expences. 
One  ploughing, 
Two  harrowings, 
10  Pec' 


4    6 


10  Pecks  of  feed, 


Carry  over,         -       o  18     6 
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Brought  over,   .*  £.0  if?    6 

Sowing*        •_-•■-  003 

Rent,  -  -  -  -  a  io  a 
Reaping,  &c.  &c.  •  -  013a 
Thralhing,  -  -  -  b  d  $ 
Carrying,  -         -         a    1     8 


4  10     * 

EXPENCE& 

Turnips,       r        .-      „- 

7    0  .4 

Carrots,         - 

7     i   10 

Oats>        - 

469 

Potatoes,        - 

9    8  10 

Barley,        - 

4  14    6 

Clover,        - 

460 

Wheat,        - 

4  10     t 

Total,                          * 

41     8    4 

PRODUCE. 

L  Turnips.    Sold,  to  be  fed  on 

the  land.  Many  come  to  1 7  #. 

average  j/6*      -  300 

IL  Carrots;    20  ton:    but  no 

■ 

minutes  being  taken  of  their 
value,  I  fha]l  fuppofe  them  at 
b<L  a-  bufhel  cf  48  lb. ;  which 

•is 
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Brought  over     -    £.  3     09 
is  not  half  the  price  I  have 
experienced  myiclf  in  feed- 
ing cattle :  It  is  933  bufhels,  23     6     6 
til.    Oats :    10   quar- 
ters, at  1 5  j".         £.y  10     o 
Chaff  and  ftraw,        1      5     o 

8  15    o 

IV.  Potatoes,  at  44/.  a  peck,        20     o     o 

V.  Barley,  6  quarters,  600 
Chaff  and  ftraw,       150 


7    5 

VI.  Clover  :  4  loads  hay,  at  30J.    6    o 

VII.  Wheat:   30  bu- 
fliels, at  4s.  8  (f.      700 
Straw,         -  1    10     o 

8   10 


Total  produce, 
Total  expences, 

Clear  profit, 

Or  fer  acre  per  ann. 


Which    fyftcm  of   hufbandry,    upon    the 

whole!  advances  very  near  perfection ;  and 

2  proves 


76 

4' 

16    6 
8    ♦ 

35 

8    2. 

-      S 

1     i 
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proves  clearly  the  vaflly  fuperior  profit  < 
cultivating  the  rieheft  foils,-  however  high 
the  rent.  Mr.  Wharton  follows  turnip; 
with  carrots,  that  the  latter  crop  may  be  the 
cleaner  ;  for  if  it  is  fown  while  the  land 
full  of  weeds,  the  expences  of  hoeing  are 
too  great.  A  general  obfervation  he  has 
made  on  the  culture  of  thefe  rich  funds,  is 
the  certainty  of  the  produce  :  he  has  never 
found  thcin  liable  to  any  failures,  whatever 
the  feafon — in  very  dry  ones  they  do  as 
well  as  in  wet ;  for  in  many  years  the  na- 
tural produce  is  lowered  to  the  preceding 
average  quantities,  by  being  beaten  down. 

This  gentleman  is  particularly  attentive 
to  applying  every  yard  of  this  rich  foil  to 
profit.  The  borders  of  his  fields — the  bot* 
toms  of  old  hay  flacks, — and  al!  other  waftc 
fpots,  he  plants  with  potatoes,  and  keeps 
them  perfectly  clean ;  by  which  means, 
the}*  are  made  to  anfwer  well  in  product ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  farm  is  preferved 
from  the  weeds,  which  fuch  fpots  ufually 
flock  it  v.'ith. 

At  another  farm  in  the  neighbourhood, 
this  gentleman  cultivates  a  different  fandy 
foil;  the  rent  iox.  an  acre.   Here  his  crops 
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are  very  different  from  thofe  at  Carr  Houjc. 
Wheat  1 5  bulhels  per  acre ;  II ye  24  ;  Bar- 
ley 3  quarters;  Oats  4;    Peafe  15  bulhels. 

Experiment)  No.  9. 

On  this  poor  fand,  planted  potatoes,  on 
a  manuring  of  12  loads  per  acre :  the  crop 
12/.  11s. 

Here  is  alfo  foinc  traces  of  low  land,  the 
foil  a  black  moory  bog  earth,  but  drained. 
Mr.  Wharton  is  paring  and  burning  it  for 
rape  on  one  earth ;  the  paring  he  does  with 
a  plough,  which  cuts  about  1  inch  thkl;, 
m  a  very  clean  and  regular  manner ;  but  it 
will  execute  only  in  flat  land  with  a  fmooth. 
furface,  and  perfectly  free  from  ftones. 
The  paring,  burning,  and  fpreading,  cofls 
in  this  method  qs.  an  acre  ;  and  the  plough- 
ing, harrowing,  and  fowing,  41. ;  from 
which  moderate  expences,  he  has  little 
doubt  of  gaining  half  a  laftof  rape  per  acre. 

This  gentleman,  for  the  prefer  vat  ion"  of 
bis  hay,  has  creeled  at  all  his  farms,  hay 
barns  with  moveable  roofs':  I  am  told  they 
are  common  in  Holland  \  hut  as  many  parts 
of  the  kingdom  know  nothing  of  them,  I 
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A  a 


nfert 
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infert  a  drawing  of  it,  from  which  any  per- 
fon  may  ere&  one. 

Plate  V.  Fig.  2.  is  a  view  of  one  fide  of 
the  fquare. 

The  area  is  20  feet  fquare,  but  may  he 
varied  according  to  the  ground  mown. 
The  length  of  the  poles  (a.  a.)  alfo  depends 
on  the  inclination  of  the  perfon  who  eredb 
one.  The  roof  (b.)  is  of  feather-edged 
boards ;  very  light.  It  is  raifed  by  refting 
fuch  a  jack  as  fcrews  up  a  waggon  for 
greaiing  on  the  pin  (c),  and  fixing  the 
tongue  to  the  corner  of  the  roof  (d),  it  is 
wound  up  one  hole  at  a  time,  and  fecured 
by  the  pin  (e).  So  that  one  man,  by  going 
from  corner  to  corner,  does  it  without 
afli  fiance. 

That  the  preceding  minutes  of  hufbandry 
are  the  tranfcript  of  experience,  will  beft 
appear  from  the  following  particulars  of 
Mr.  W&arlon's  farm. 


800  Acres  in  all 
1 10  Of  rich  fand 
300  Clayey  loam 
1 00  Of   lime-ftone 

loam 
200  Of  moory 


fandy  grafs 
100  Of  black 
moory  land 
50  Of  poor  fand 
600  Grafs 
200  Arable  in  all 
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1 5  Horfes  50  Fatting  beafta 

22  Brood  mares        250  Sheep 
43  Colts  and  other     100  Swine 

horfes  20  Men;  fervants 

12  Cows  and  labourers. 

200  Young  cattle 

Thefe  particulars  fhew  that  Mr.  Wharton 
gives  an  uncommon  attention  to  husbandry; 
pra&ifing  it  on  a  very  large  fcale,  and  with 
a  laudable  ncatnefs.  It  is  much  to  be 
wiftied  that  he  may  continue  to  try  experi- 
ments ;  and  vary  them  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  points  now  doubtful  with  him  may  be 
fet  in  their  eleareft  lights. 

You  muft  here  allow  me  to  conclude  this 
letter,  by  alluring  you  how  much  I  am,  &c. 


Aa  2 
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LETTER    VHI. 

JAMES  STOVIN,  Efij.  of  Dtmcq/Ur* 
has  lately  tried  a  few  experiments  iahuf^ 
bandry,  which,  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
communicate*     They  are  very  dcciGvc 

In  1769,  two  acres  of  rich  fond,  near 
DoncaJlery  were  ploughed  and  fown  equally 
with  barley.  One  half  was  manured  with 
1 2  loads  of  rotten  dung,  at  the  expence  of 
3  /.  i  2  s.  the  other  with  Dr.  Hunter**  oil 
compoft,  which  he  particularly  explains  in 

hi* 


*  Secretary  to  the  Society  of  Agriculture  for  the 
counties  of  Nottingham,  and  the  Wejl  Riding  of  York  r 
a  fociety  that  does  much  honour  to  the  members,  as 
the  following  lift  of  premiums  for  one  year  will  teftify. 

Agriculture  Society  at  Doncafter,  for  tbrWdk 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  and  county  a/Nottinghanu 

Premiums  offered  by  the  Society,  1769. 

I.  F  O  R  the  greateft  quantity  of  land,  not  left 
than  five  acres,  which  (hall  be  fown  with  lu- 
cern,  in  April,  1770,  fo  as  to  produce  and  be 
a  crop  in  1772,  the  fum  of  15/.  or  a  gold 
medal,  at  the  option  of  the  party  entitled 
thereto. 

II.  For  the  next  J argeft  quantity*  as  aforefaid,  10/. 
or  a  gold  medal. 
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his  Gtorgkal '  Effays-,  (a  liitle  work  of  un- 
common merit)  tn"C  cxpcncc  15  s.  bd.  Every 
article  of  ploughing,  harrowing,  feed,  fow- 
ing,  harvefting,  thrashing,  &c.  were  per- 
fectly fimilai- ;  the  manures  alone  were  dif- 
ferent. 

The 


III.  For  the  next  buvifl  quantity;  as  aforefaid,  5/. 
or  a  gold  iiii.-d.il. 
A  certificate  from  the  miiiifter,  ami  at  Ic.ifl  re* 
credible  perlons  of  the  place  where  the  lu- 
ccrn  (hall  be  »rown,  of  the  quantity  of  the 
land,  of  its  bein^  jbwil  in  April,  177O,  and 
pf  its  producing  and  being  a  crop  in  177J, 
to  be  produced  u  tiic  M-dfitmmtr  meeting  of 
the  fociety  in  1772,  wfau  ihc  premiums  will 
be  adjudged  and  given. 
IV.  For  the  cleaned  and  ii  .  -  land,  not 

-  rummer  of  1770, 
agold  mcd;it  tnthecamK*1:  .■ 
and   occupier,    and  5.'.  51.  to  tfie  candidate, 
being  a  I 
N.  B.  There  Allow!  mutt  ftotta  ptovghed  often 
days  before  the  zoth  ■■  m    which 

day  they  wiii  be  rieWtd  by  tti^  l&Cjel 
V.  For   the  like  of  limc-flonc  land,   the  fame  prc- 

VI.  For   the  like  of  grect-flonc  land,  the  fame  pre- 
mium. 
VII.  For  the  like  of  fand.  or  loam  land,  the  fame  prc- 

N.  B.    Thefe  tlirec  laft    fallows   mud    not   be 
ploughed  of  i  it  of  y.vw, 

I  they  *wl]  be  w.i.   .' 

foncty's  agent. 
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The  acre,   manured   with    the      ^  B.  P, 

oil    compoft,  produced,    -  5      5$ 

Ditto,  the  dunged,  T  4     3 


Superiority  of  the  former, 


■Which,  at  io  j.  a  quarter, 
money, 


is,  in 

£•1 

And  the  faving  in  the  manure. 


'12 

*   16    ' 


Superiority  on  the  firft  crop. 


All  perfons,  intending  to  r'ffer  for  the  four 
mentioned  premiums,  -re  required  to  lend 
their  names,  the  qiunti  y  of  land,  and  where 
hlies,  to  the  fecretary,  on  or  before  the  ill  of 
Mey,    1 7  70. 

Thefe  premiums  will  be  adjudged  and  given  at 
the  next  Mkhatlmas  meeting. 
VIII  For  the  greatelt  and  eleaneft  crop  of  St.  Foin, 
on  l.me-ftone  land,  not  lefs  than  five  acres, 
to  be  fown  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 770,  a 
gold  medal  to  an  owner,  being  the  occupier, 
and  5  /.  5  j.  to  a  farmer. 
IX.  For  the  like  crop,  on  any  other  foil,  the  fame 
premium. 

All  prrfons,  intending  to  offer  for  thefc  pre- 
miums, are  to  give  notice  to  the  fecrctary,  on 
or  before  the  j  ft  day  of  May,  1772,  of  Yhe 
time  they  intend  to  mow  their  St.  Foin,  and 
at  what  time  they  would  chufe  for  the  foci- 
ety's  agent  to  view  the  crop. 

Thefe  premiums  will  be  adjudged  and  given  at 
th,e  Mkhatlmai  meeting,  1772. 


i 
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This  year,  the  piece  is  fown  with  rye, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  dunged  part  is 
much   the  molt  promifmg. 

That  the  dung  will  prove  more  lading 

than  the  oil,  cannot  a  moment  be  doubted  ; 

but 


X.  For  the  perion,    being  the  owner  thereof,  who 
(hall  drain,    in    the  beft  and    moft  cftcflual 
manner,  the  greateft  quantity  of  wet,  fpringy, 
clay  or  morals  ground,  {the  quantity  not  he- 
in^  lefs  than  three  ftatute  acres)  a  gold  medal. 
XI.  For  any    tenant  or  occupier  of  Und,  draining 
upon  the  fame  conditions  as  for  the  hit  pre- 
mium, the  fu  n  of  6 /.  6  j. 
XH'  For  any  perfon,  being  the  owner,  who  fliall  in- 
dole, brt.ik  up,  and  prepare,  in  the  beft  and 
moll  effectual   manner,  for   tillage,    parturc, 
or  meadow  land,  the  largcft  quantity  of  any 
barren  or  waite  ground,  (the  quantity  not  lefs 
than  five  ftatute  acres)  a  gold  medal. 
XXII-  For  3ny  tenant  or  o  cupier  of  land,  who  (hall 
break  up,  flee,  as  in  (he  lall  premium,  the  futn 
of  61.    bt. 
All  pcribns,  who  chufe  to  be  candidates    for  the 
four  laft  premiums, are  required  to  give  in  to  the 
fecretary,  6  week*  at  Icaft  before  the  next Mnr(h 
meeting,  their  namesand  places  of  abode,  and 
the  particulars  of  the  lands  (o  be  improved  by 
them  refpeftively,  as  above,    that  the  fociety 
may  then  fend  their  agent  to  view  the  prefent 
flatc  of  fuch  lands,  and  determine,  at  their 
faid  meeting,  what  times  to  giye  for  (he  com  - 
pleating  fuch  rcfpedlive  improvements. 
Anthony  St.  Ltgrr,  Efq.   Prefident. 
Roger  PtcHingUJi,  Efq.    f 
The  Rev.  Mr".  Wilki*ft*t  \  Vice-Prcfiden». 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Crim*    > 

J.  Sltvint  Secretary. 
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but  the  ftipcriority  of  the  latter  is  (o  great, 
that  it  wouici  pay  for  a  manuring  of  dung 
for  the  following  crop,  more  confiderable 
than  the  original  one  on  the  other  acre; 
which  fufficiently  fliews  the  fuperiority  :  or, 
rather,  would  afford  a  manuring  of  oil  an- 
nually, and  yet  leave  a  confiderable  profit. 
This  trial  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  ;  for, 
if  the  oil  comport,  on  repeated  trials,  be 
found  to  aafwer  nearly  equal  to  the  refult  of 
this  experiment,  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
greateft  difcovcries  that  has  been  made  in 
huihandry.  Mr.  Stovin  proposes  to  vary  his 
experiments  on  it,  and  aims  particularly  at 
deciding,  on  various  foils,  the  real  degree  of 
utility  to  be  attributed  to  it. 

Carrots  this  gentleman  tried  on  the  rich 
fands  of  Dc/icajier,   as   a  candidate  for  the 
mcual  offered   by   the  fociety  before  men- 
tioned1, which  he  gained.     The  following  is 
his  account  of  the  experiment. 
To  the  numbers  oj  the  laudable  fociety  for  the 
encouragement  of  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture, within  the  Weft  Riding  of  ike  cm 
tf/'York,  and  county  of  Nottingham. 

Gentlemen, 
I N    confequence  of  your  offer  of  a  pre- 
mium  for  the  greateft  quantity  of  carrots 
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per  acre,  on  any  quantity  of  land,  not  lefit 
than  two  acres,  I  was  deiirous  of  becoming 
a  candidate  ;  and,  ambitious  of  being  a  fuc- 
cefsful  one,  fpared  no  pains  or  expence  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  this  honourable  prize. 
It  would,  perhaps,  have  been  more  honour- 
able to  me,  had  any  other  perfnn  thought 
proper  to  have  tried  the  experiment,  and  I 
had  then  fucccedcd;  though  1  fcirce  think 
I  mould,  as,  notwithstanding  all  mvcaH 
and  pains,  a  variety  of  unfavourable  circuin- 
ftances  have  prevented  the  fuccefe  I  hoped, 
and  the  u::br;i!ation  the  focicty  might  ex- 
pecl  from  it. 

I  had  a  field  of  two  acres,  which  was  in 
fwarth,  and  had  not  been  (Houghed  within 
memory:  the  fuilafandy  loam,  but  mod  in- 
clining to  fand,  and  remarkably  full  of 
twitch-grafs  ;  but,  having  fixed  on  this  land 
for  my  carrots,  took  the  following  method 
of  managing  it. 

It  was  in  the  occupation  of  a  tenant,  and 
I  could  not  come  into  poflHfion  of  it  till  the 
13th  of  February,  1769,  When  I  had  it 
pared  j  but,  the  feafon  not  permitting  the 
burning  of  the  fodds,  I  lead  them  all  off  the 
ground.  I  then  ploughed  it  for  the  firft 
time, 
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time,  with  the  trenching  plough,  12  inches 
deep,  and  made  it  as  clear  by  harrows,  as  I 
could,  from  the  twitch  grafs.  The  fecond 
ploughing  was  16  inches  deep,  and  the  third 
the  fame  depth,  and  a  fourth  time  with  3 
common  plough.  I  then  fowed  half  the 
field  with  feeds  in  drills,  at  one  foot  diftance, 
and  the  other  half  broad-caft,  and  the  latter, 
when  come  up,  I  hoed  into  drills  of  the  fame 
diftance,  and  thinned  the  carrots  in  the  drills 
to  eight  inches  diftance  from  each  other. 

Thetwitch  grafs,  bythefe  differentplough- 
ings,  was  fo  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  and  inter- 
mixed with  the  foil,  that  it  now  came  up  in 
fuch  quantities  as  almoft  entirely  to  choak 
the  carrots.  This  occafioned  a  very  extra- 
ordinary  expence  in  weeding. 

The  ploughing  too  deep  brought  up  the 
fand,  which  impoverished  the  upper  foil, 
and  was  the  occafion  of  the  carrots  not  being 
fo  good  as  might  otherwife  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

The  crop  was  got  in  November ;  and  ten 
ton  and  a  half  being  cleaned  and  laid  up  in 
a  ftable,  by  firft  laying  fand,  and  then  car- 
rots, and  fo  on  till  the  whole  was  laid  up, 
the  quantity  of  fand  and  carrots  together 
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heated,  and  the  carrots  were  burnt  to  a  cin- 
der before  we  perceived  it :  (o  that  I  was  a 
very  considerable  lofer  by  my  crop. 

The  obfervations  that  occur  to  me  from 
what  is  ftated  above,  are, 

1  ft.  That  the  land,  to  be  fown  with  car- 
rots, mould  be  a  dead  fallow. 

2dly.  That  it  (hould  not  be  ploughed 
deeper  than  the  good  foil  goes. 

3dly.  That  the  crop,  when  gathered, 
(hould  be  well  dried  before  they  are  laid  up, 
and  that  they  mould  be  laid  up  by  them- 
felves,  without  fand,  or  any  thing  elfe :  and 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  beft  method  is,  not 
to  lay  them  up  at  all,  but  to  draw  them  as 
they  are  wanted. 

I  am  alfoof  opinion,  that  fowing  them 
broad-caft,  and  hoeing  them  as  they  do  tur- 
nips, is  better  than  fowing  them  in  drills; 
for,  in  broad-caft,  they  cover  the  ground, 
a.nd  retain  the  moifturc,  better  than  in  drills. 

I  with  the  experiment  had  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful  to  myfelft  and  latisfaftory  to  the  fo- 
cicty  ;  and  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  fcrvant, 

Doncajler,  , 

June  2a,  1770.  ' 
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Account  of  the  before  mentioned  crop  of  cdrrstsi 

1769.  DEBTOR. 

28  reb.     One  day  ploughing,  with  6  horfes 

and  4  men,  -  £m  o   13     ft 

j  March.  Harrowing  with  4  horfes  &  4  men,  o  10  8 
*,  Ploughing  with  6  horfes  &  4  men,    Q   13.  8 

3,  Harrowing  with  4  horfes  &  3  men,  696 

4,  •  Ploughing  with  6  horfes  &  3  men,  o  12  6 
6,  Han wuirg  with  4  horfes  &  3  men,  096 
23,  Ploughing  with  2  horfes  &  1  man,  046 
34,  .  Harrowing  with  2  horfes  ic  5  men,  o  8  10 
25,26,27, Eight  men,     fowing   3  days,   at' 

is.  2</.  each,         -  -  154 

27  Ma$i  20  women,  weeding  4  days,  at  6d.  z*  o  0 
t  Juney     Five  men  4  days  hoeing  the  broad - 

caft  into  drills,  at  1  x.°  4^.  166 

1 3,  20  women  weeding  4  days,  at  6  d.      2     00 

J5jufyy  10  women  weeding  6  days,  at  6  d.  1  jo  q 
ffov.  .      Expences  of  taking  up  the  carrots, 

.topping,  cleaning,  and  laying  up,   5   17  10 

Forloading2i  loads,  at  1  s.  /wload,  119 

Rent  of  the  land,  "4     00 

Taxes,  -  o   16     o 

23  19     6 
Seven  pounds  of  carrot  feed,            0140 

24  13     6 

CREDITOR. 

Two  ton  and  a  half  were  ufed. 

Profit  on  26  pigs  fed  with  thorn  boiled  ;  20 

fold  to  butchers,  and  6  ufed  in  the  family,   715     9 

Profit  on  a  fmall  cow  fed  therewith,  160 

Four  cart-horfes  kept  on  them  for  a  month, 
without  common,  and  but  a  very  little 
clover  i  which  I  reckon  worth,  220 

11     3    9 

Ten  ton  and  a  half,  which  were  loft  by  be- 
ing improperly  laid  up,  fuppofed  worth, 

Lofs,        -  -  .  13    9     9 

Balance!  •  £  24  13    6 


mm 
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his  account,  notwithftanding  the  acci- 
dental ill  fuccefs  of  the  crop,  is  very  candid, 
and,  in  feveral  particulars,  valuable.  The 
bad  confequence  of  laving  thefe  roots  up, 
without  being  fufficiently  dry,  is  evident. 
Mr.  Stovin's  obfervation  on  that  point  is  cer- 
tainly juft ;  but  the  value  of  carrots  per  ton 
is  here  decided,  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
difputed  points  in  the  culture :  2  4-  tons 
paid  1 1  /.  3J.  f)d.  and  in  fo  fair  and  clear  a 
method  of  confiunption,  that  theaccurstcy  of 
the  account  cannot  be  doubted.  The  ("wine 
were  bought  and  then  Ibid  ;  fo  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  value  front  the  carrots  was  mi- 
nutely known. 

The  above  price  is  per  ton,  jC-  4  9  6 
But,  as  part  of  them  were  boiled 
without  a  fpecification  of  the 
cxpence  of  coals  and  labour,  we 
may  fuppofc  them  to  amount  to 
per  ton,  -  o 


Neat  value  per  ton, 

6  ;  tons,  at  that  price, 
Expences, 

Gear  profit, 


13  13     3 
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Mr.  CrowUy%  cabbages  weighed  on  an 
average  it)  lb.  7  oz.  each.  It  appears  very 
ftrongly  on  the  face  of  this  table,  that  the 
goodnefs  of  the  crop  depends  much  on  the 
number  of  cabbages  planted  on  an  acre; 
provided  they  are  not  (o  clofe  as  to  prevent 
one  another's  growth.  But  no  exadt  judg- 
ment can  be  formed  of  the  matter,  for  want 
of  the  candidates  giving  in  accounts  of  their 
foil  and  methods  of  culture  *. 

Mr.  Stovin  has,  in  feveral  inilances,  ex- 
perienced the  uncommon  richnefs  of  the  foil 
about  Doncajier ;  and  among  others  he 
broke 


*  The  following  letter  was  addreflcd  to  Mr.  Stovin 
as  fecretary  to  the  fociety.  I  infert  it  here  for  the  ufe 
•f  thofc  who  may  want  it. 

"  SlR,  Netltngham,  Julyio^  17 JO. 

"  Seeing  anadvertifement  in  our  news  paper  fome 
time  fince,  offering  a  premium  for  the  belt  recipe  for 
the  gargle  or  downfa]  of  the  milk  in  lows,  I  make 
bold  to  fend  you  the  following,  being  what  I  have 
made  ufe  of  feveral  times,  and  always  with  fuccefs  j 
that  Is,  the  cows  foon  got  well  without  bleeding  or 
any  other  application  either  externa]  or  interna). 
Take  two  ounces  of  nitre,  pound  it  fine,  and  give  it 
in  a  hornful  of  water,  wafliing  it  down  with  a  few 
hornfuls  more,  taking  care  to  repeat  it  every  day  for 
feveral  days,  and  to  draw  the  paps  well,  as  often  as 
pofliblc — I  never  heard  of  any  perfon  ufing  nine  for 
this  purpofc  before  tr.yfelf :  I  took  the  hint  from  Dr. 
Jama's  dii'pcnfatory,  where  he  fays  a  folucioii  trf  it 
will 


rnng 
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broke  up  a  piece  of  grafs  land,  and  fowed 
it  with  oats  2  years  lucccfltvely,  .tnd  had 
12  quarters  per  acre  each  year. — He  has 
alfo  fome  experiments  on  cabbages,  pota- 
toes, carrots,  and  Siberian  flax,  now  ori 
the  ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  discovering 
What  crops  are  beft  adapted  to  this  rich  fa 

Carrots  have  been  tried  by .  Ct 

Efq.  of  Wheatly^  near  Doncafli 
fowed  them  on  a  fallow  for  barley ;  the 
foil  a  light  loam  on  a  lime-ftone,  ploughed 
ro  inches  deep :  they  were  hand  weeded 
and  hoed  fufficiently  to  keep  them  clean  at 
the  expence  of  3$  s.  for  3  roods.  The  crop 
was  a  very  good  one. 

The 

will  refolve  coagulated  milk  -,  therefore  I  thought  it 
probably  would  have  the  fame  effect  inwardly  by  im- 
pregnating the  juices  well  with  it.  I  believe  toe 
quantity  may  be  confiderably  increafed  with  fafcty, 
but  then  I  ftould  thufe  to  give  it  oftner  rather  thin 
augment  the  dofe — As  I  have  not  complied  with  die 
terms,  fo  neither  do  I  expect  the  premium,  but  fhould 
be  glad  If  you  will  give  it  a  fair  tryal,  and  inform  Mr. 
CrrjjiutU,  printer  here,  with  what  fuccefs — I  have 
not  fa  my  name,  as  that  would  be  of  no  fervice,  but 
,.  rhaps  procure  me  the  appellation  of  Brother 
Doctor  amortgft  the  cow-leeches. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
Thefollawingisadded byanotherperfon,  "For  dry- 
ing cows  for  feeding.    Bleed  ft rft,  then  as  much  pepper 
aiwilllicon  a  half  crown  piece,  and  a  bolus  of  tarr 
at  the  end  of  a  ftick  ;  repeat  three  times. " 
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The  next  year,  the  experiment  was  re- 
peated on  the  fame  land  ;  but  the  crop  was 
not  quite  to  good  as  before.  Corn  was  then 
fown,  and  it  proved  much  better  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  field.  They  were  ufed 
chiefly  for  horfes,  and  found  excellent  for 
that  purpofe.  Several  had  the  diftemper, 
which  raged  among  them  fo  univerfally  a 
few  years  ago ;  but,  by  feeding  on  carrots, 
it  had  very  little  effect  on  them.  One  that 
was  broken-winded  had,  while  fed  with 
carrots,  the  appearance  of  being  recovered. 

Mr.  Cook  planted,  on  the  fame  foil,  an 
acre  of  potatoes,  for  which  he  manured  with 
feven  loads  of  dung  :  they  were  fct  in  rows 
three  feet  afundcr.  The  crop  fucceeded  very 
well.  He  was  offered  12/.  for  it,  while 
/landing,  to  be  taken  up  at  the  expence  of 
the  buyer;  but  lie  ufed  them  himielf,  prin- 
cipally for  cows  and  hogfl  :  the  former  eat 
them  very  heartily,  and  the  milk  and  butter 
proved  exceedingly  go**!  from  them. 

This  gentleman  once  tried  an  experiment 
on  the  improvement  of  wafte  Laid,  which 
is  worthy  of  being  minuted.     On  a  pil 
hungry  fand  on  bad  gravel,  which  yielded 
nothing  but  barfs  and  poor  wild  grafs,   be 

Vol.  I.  Bli  laid 
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laid  I  i  chaldron  of  lime,  mixed  with  2  cart- 
loads of  black  moory  earth.  It  had  no  ef- 
.fcct  thefirft  and  iecondyear;  but,  the  third, 
the  benefit  was  very  great ;  for  all  the  cattle 
in  the  field  were  almott  conftantly  feeding 
on  that  fpot. 

From  Doncqftcr  I  took  the  road  towards 
Barnjliy^  by  Broad/worthy  where  the  foil 
changes  totally.  It  is  in  general  a  lime- 
ftone,  let  at  6j.  an  acre.  Farms  are,  in  ge- 
neral, about  35/.  or  40/.  a  year:  fome 
to  60/.  Their  courfe  of  crops, 

1.  Fallow  3.  Barley 

2.  Wheat  4.  Tares  or  ] 

For  the  field  lands. 

In  the  inclofures,  fome  of  them  take, 

1.  Turnips  3.  Clover 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 

Their  wheat  yields,  on  an  average, 
bufhels  per  acre;  and  rye,  of  which  they 
fow  but  little,  as  much.  Of  barley,  they 
get  2  4  quarters,  and  of  oats  3  quarters.  The 
mean  produce  of  peas  is  i4bufliels;  and  of 
beans  the  fame,  when  they  fow  them. 

They  do  not  hoe  their  turnips  :  r 
the  average  value  at  25/.  an  acre. 

1  Thr 
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Three  acres  of  natural  grafs  land  they 
think  rcquiiitc  to  fummcr  feed  a  cow.  Their 
breed  of  cattle  the  fhort-horned  :  the  average 
quantity  of  milk  2  gallons. 

In  their  tillage,  they  reckon  four  horfes 
neceiTary  for  4.0  acres  of  arable  land :  nfe  two 
or  three  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day  : 
the  depth  three  inches  :  the  price  per  acre 
3 J.  bd.  They  know  nothing  of  cutting 
ftraw  into  chaff. 

None  but  fwing-ploughs  ufed. 

In  the  hiring  and  flockingof  farms,  they 
reckon  250/.  nccefTary  for  a  farm  of  60/.  a 
year. 

Land  fells  up  to  40  years  purehale. 
.-    Tythcs  are  taken  in  kind  ;  poor  rates  8</. 
in  the  pound  :  the  employment  of  the  wo- 
men and  children  fpinning  Max  :  all   drink 
tea. 

No  leafes  granted. 

The  farmers  carry  their  corn  five  miles. 

LABOUR. 

In  harveft,   i;.  6d.  a  day. 
In  hay-time,    1  s. 
In  winter,   1  /. 
Heaping,  4/.  6d, 

B  b  2  Mowing 
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Mowing  and  binding  barley  or  oats,  2  *.  (H 

•— grafs,  is.  6d, 

Plafhing  hedges,  is.  2d.  an  acre. 
Thrafhing  wheat,  8  d.  a  load  of  3  bu£bela« 
"  . —  barley,  1  s.  6  d.  a  quarter, 

■-■ *  oats,  8  d*  ditto, 

Head-man's  wages,  12  A 
Next  ditto,  7/, 

Lad's,  5/.  ioj;  .   . 

Maid's,  3/. 

A  woman  a  day  in  harrcft,  1  /♦ 
,  .;■    '  in  hay-time,  8 d. 
1   '  in  winter,  6d. 
Value  of  a  man's  board,  wafhing  and  locig* 
ing,  lo A 

IMPLEMENTS, 

A  new  waggon,  15/.    Their  waggons  ar* 

about  two  feet  wide, 
A  cart,  9/. 
Shoeing,  1  s.  4^ 

PROVISIONS, 


Bread, 

^     - 

lid.  a  pound. 

Cheefe, 

m 

3  4.  ditto. 

Butter, 

»          - 

8     for  18  cz. 

Beef, 

- 

34 

Mutton, 

w         m 

3t 

Vealj 


i^m^ 
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Veal, 

3 

Pork, 

*4 

Bacon, 

4i 

Milk, 

0  1  d.  per  pint. 

Potatoes, 

3  -I      per  peck. 

Candles, 

6t      per  lb. 

Soap, 

■6 

Houfe-rent,  25/. 

Firing,  2 1  s. 

BUILDING. 

Bricks,    lis.  a  thouland. 

Tiles,  2  5  j. 

Oak  timber,    1  s.  to  3 

j.  a  foot. 

Aih  and  elm,  is. 

A  carpenter  and  mafc 

n  a  day,  20//. 

A  thatcher,   1  /.  id. 

Stone   walls,  2/.  a  rood  workman/hip; 

is.6d.  ftone  del. 

The  particulars  of 

a  farm  as  follow. 

100  Acres  in  all 

jo  Barley 

fie  Arable 

5  Oats 

35  Grafs 

5  Peafe  and  beam 

£.40  Rent 

10  Clover 

5  Horfes 

10  Turnips 

2  Gjws 

10  Fallow 

8  Young  cattle 

2  Men   - 

40  Sheep 

1    Maid 

I J  Acres  of  whea 

2  Labourers, 
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Great  improvements  have  been  made  at 
Broad/worthy  by  the  Archbifhap  of  Torl> 
with  fainfoine*.  Thefe  .loams  on  limc- 
ftone,  notwithftanding  they  are  in  general 
of  a  clayey  nature,  do  excellently  well  for 
that  plant.  His  Grace  has  greatly  advanced 
the  value  of  his  land  fo  applied.  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, of  Carr-Hou/e^  has  alio  feveral  clofes 
of  fainfoine  on  his  farm  here,  which  anfwer 
much  better  than  any  of  the  other  fields. 

At  Sivaitb,  near  Barn/ley^  the  rev.  Mr, 
Hall  has  tried  feveral  very  important  expe- 
riments in  hufbandry,  the  regifter  of  which 
he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  give  me.  Their 
utility  will  be  judged  of,  when  I  mention  the 
ftate  of  his  farm,  which  is  cultivated  in  a 
very  neat  and  accurate  manner,  and  the  crops 
all  excellent. 

■ 

TRANSPLANTING  HEDGES. 

Mr.  Hall  has  a  method  of  fencing,  in 
which  I  apprehend  he  is  perfectly  original, 

as 


*  It  is  much  worthv  of  observation,  that  this  cftate 
was  fold  to  the  late  Earl  of  Kinnouly  on  account  of  the 
landlord  not  being  able  to  raifehay  for  his  own  horfes; 
but  the  improvement  of  fainfoine  has  fo  wonderfully 
changed  the  cafe,  that  hundreds  of  loads,  more  than 
nece&ry  for  home  ufe,  have  fince  been  grown. 
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as  I  have  never  heard  of  any  perfon  that 
pra&ifed  it.  He  tranfplants  white-thorn 
hedges,  of  any  growth,  even  to  30  or  40 
years  old.  In  winter,  he  grubs  up  the  old 
hedge,  after  cutting,  in  the  common  man- 
ner, and  without  giving  any  unufual  at- 
tention to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done. 
The  ftubs  are  not  at  all  tender,  or  liable  to 
fail  of  growing :  He  has  known  them  left 
out  of  the  ground  a  week,  without  any  da- 
mage; and,  if  there  is  a  little  water  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch,  he  apprehends  they 
would  lie  there  fafely  a  month  :  but  the  heft 
way,  undoubtedly,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  to  move 
it  from  one  hedge  to  the  other,  as  foon  as  is 
convenient.  The  bank,  or  place,  where  the 
new  hedge  is  to  be  made,  fliould  be  marked 
out  with  a  line,  and  a  proper  trench  cut  to 
fet  the  ftubs  in  :  they  fliould  be  buried  ra- 
ther deeper  than  they  were  in  the  earth  be- 
fore. Mr.  Hall  has  found,  that  not  one  flub 
in  an  hundred  will  fail  of  growing,  and  the 
fhoots  are  fo  vigorous,  that  a  new  hedge  is 
formed  much  quicker  than  in  air. 
method. 


B  b  4 
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Experiment*  No.  i. 

I  viewed  a  very  long  hedge  of  this  gen- 
tleman's, tranfplanted  fix  years  ago,  whei 
thirty  years  old.  In  five  years  it  fprout 
14  feet  in  many  places,  and  12  feet  on  an 
average.  It  was  then  cut  and  plafhed,  and 
is  now  as  thriving  and  fine  a  hedge  as  can 
be  feen.  Another  hedge,  planted  in  the 
common  manner,  15  years  ago,  did  not  equal 
this  when  only  five  years  old. 

This  difcovery  is  very  important ;  for 
have  more  than  once  known  old  hedges  grub- 
bed up  and  levelled,  and  new  ones  planted 
with  great  care  and  attention,  to  raife  a  fence 
as  foon  as  poflible;  by  which  conduit,  above 
ten  years  are  absolutely  loft  in  height,  and 
many  more  in  flrength.  In  the  grubbing  up 
of  old  hedges,  planted  with  various  forts  of 
wood,  it  is  very  ufeful  to  know,  that  the 
white-thorn  flubs  may  be  preferved  to  plant 
in  the  gaps  of  other  hedges.  The  whole 
procefs  of  the  work  alfo  is  fo  extremely  plain 
and  eafy,  that  none  can  find  any  difficulty 
in  executing  it. 

Let  me  here  Iikewife  obferve,  that  Mr^ 
Ha/lh  remarkably  attentive  to  all  his  hedges : 
he  keeps  them  quite  clean  from  weeds,  and 
3  trim* 


! 
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trims  the  horizontal  ihoots  off  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  hedge  is  left  wide  at  bot- 
tom, and  narrowed  gradually  to  the  top,  that 
the  latter  may  not  drip  on  the  reft,  and  der 
ftroy  or  damage  it.  The  hedge  alio,  by 
this  means,  is  rendered  ftrongcr,  and  no 
land  is  loft  by  the  ftiade ;  but  the  fliootst 
that  grow  up  in  the  center,  are  not  fhort- 
ened  :  they  rife  their  natural  height.  In 
plaihing,  Mr.  Hall-cuts  out  all  the  old,  large 
branches,  and  lays  thofe  only,  which  are 
young  and  pliant.  This  is  contrary  to  the 
Hertfordpiire  method :  but,  as  he  docs  not 
want  fences  fo  ftrong,  the  neatnefs  of  his 
method  makes  amends  for  that  circum- 
ftance.  In  raoft  countries,  the  feeding  clover 
with  hogs  is  the  moft  profitable  application 
of  that  crop;  but,  with  hedges  done  in  this 
neat  manner,  hogs  could  not  be  confined 
an  hour:  they  would  breakthrough  in  many 
places  near  the  ground. 

WHITE  CLOVER. 

Experiment^  No.  2. 

Mr.  Htf/Zlus  cultivated  this  plant  for  feed, 

(o  great  j>rofit.     He  fowed  ten  acres  of  it, 

the  foil   a  fandy  loam,  inclinable  to  clay, 

with 
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with  barley.     He  fed  the  firft  crop,  til!  t' 
beginning  of  Juney  with  all  forts  of  ca 
and   then  kept  it  for  feed.     Mown  the 
ginning  of  AugujL     The  product,  248 
fold  for  96/.  9  j.  befides  four  quarters  of  ere- 
foil,  at  ioj.,  2/.     The  ftover  amounted  to 
17  loads,  worth   ioj.  a  load.     The  feed   iu 
April  and   May  was  during  feven  weei 
value  14.J.  %d.  a  week. 
Seed  Clover,         -         -         £.  96     9 
Ditto  Trefoil,  -  -20 

Seventeen  loads  hay,  at  ioj.  8    10 

Feed,  -  -  5     ° 

hi    19 
Thrafhing  and  dreffing  the  feed,     6     6 


! 


Clear  product, 
Or,  per  acre, 


The  clover  ftraw  is  here  under-valued 
f jr  Mr.  Hall  obferved,  that  the  cattle  pre. 
ferred  it  to  good  common  hay. 

A  field,  fown  by  Mr.  Micklethioate, 
farmer  adjoining,  of  three  acres,  produced 
1400/^.  which,  proportioned  to  the  a 
produce,  amounts  to  63/.  or  2 1  /.  per  acre  - 
which  is  certainly  a  vaft  profit. 
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BURNET. 

Experiment \  No,  3. 
A  rood  of  good  loamy  fand  was  fallowed, 
and  fown  with  4/^.  of  burnet  feed,  111  April* 
with  barley.  In  the  autumn  following)  it 
was  cleaned  with  hand-hues ;  and  horles, 
beafts,  and  fheep,  were  turn;  ,1  into  it ;  but 
none  of  them  would  touch  it.  TV-  year 
following  it  was  fecded,  and  produced 
after  which  it  was  ploughed  and  fown  with 
wheat:  the  crop  as  good  as  after  red  dbi  HP. 

LUCK  UN  E. 
Experiment*    No.  4. 

In  the  year  1764,  Mr.  Roll  lowed  hatf 
an  acre  of  good  loamy  land  with  lucerne, 
broad-cad,  among  hurley,  which  fucceeded 
turnips:  the  reft  of  the  field  was  clover. 

In  1765,  it  was  cut  once,  and  yielded 
better  than  the  clover. 

In  1766,  it  was  cut  twice:  the  produce 
at  the  rate  of  two  tons  of  hay  per  acre. 

In  1767,  as  many  weeds  bad  anfen,  it 
was  ploughed  with  a  blunt  fharc,  and  then 
harrowed  till  it  had  the  appearance  of  an 
abfolute  fallow  :  this    was  dune  in   Marsh, 

U 


HH 
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It  was  that  year  cut  three  times  for  foiling 

horfes  in  the  liable,  and  maintained  at  the 

rate  of  four   horfes  per  acre  through    the 

fummer. 

In  1768,  it  was  harrowed  in  the  fpring, 
and  that  year  kept  three  horfes  per  acre. 

In  1769,  it  was  again  harrowed  quite 
bare,  which  made  it  yield  better  than  the 
year  before :  maintained  at  the  rate  of  four 
horles  per  acre. 

In  1770,  harrowed  again  in  the  fpring, 
and  cat  down  with  fheep  till  May.     Cut  the 
beginning   oijuly  an  exceeding  fine  crop, 
which,  made    into  hay,  would   have  been 
fu!  1  two  tons  an  acre ;  and  the  fecond  growth 
came  very  thick  and  quickly.     This  year, 
upon  the  whole,  is  fo  very  favourable,  that 
Mr.  Hall  calculates  the  produce    at   leaft  to 
equal  the  fummer  feeding  of  five  horfes. 
The   third  year  it  produced  two 
tons   of  hay  per  acre,  which 
may  be  calculated  at45  s.  a  ton, 
or,  -  -  (.410     o 

The  fourth,  it  kept  four  horfes 
through  the  fummer;  26  weeks, 
at  2  j.  6  d.  per  horfe  per  week, 
comes  to,  -  -       1300 

Carry  over,       17  to     o 
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Brought  over,  ^.17  10  o 
The  fifth,  three  horfes,  26  weeks, 

at  7-r.  6</.  are,  '  -  9   15     0 

The  fixth,  four  horfes,  26  weeke, 

at  10s.  -  -  13     o     o 

The  feventh,  five  horfes,  26  weeks, 

at  1 2  i.  6  d,  -        -         1650 


Total  produce,        -  56  io    o 

Or,  per  annumt  -  1 1     6     o 

I  viewed  this  crop  attentively,  and  found 
it  in  fo  rich  and  luxuriant  a  ftate  of  vegeta- 
tion, that  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  this  pro- 
duct would  regularly  bemade  from  any  quan- 
tity of  land  fo  cropped.  The  two  firft  years 
are  never  to  be  expected  to  equal  the  fucceed- 
ing  ones;  for  lucerne  is  in  its  infancy  during 
that  time. 

Experimentt  No.  5. 

In  1763,  half  an  acre  of  well  fummcr- 
fallowcd  land  was  filled  with  tranfplantcd 
lucerne.  It  was  fet  in  March^  in  rows,  two 
feet  alunder,  and  one  foot  from  plant  to 
plant :  the  roots  were  leven  years  old.  They 
vrerc  cut  once;  but  the  crop  very  fmall. 
AH 
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All  the  land  was  kept  perfectly  clean  frc 
weeds  by  hand-hoeing. 

In  1764,  it  was  hand-hoed  twice,  and 
maintained  at  the  rate  of  three  horfes  per 
acre,  through  the  fummer. 

In  1765,  it  was  again  hand-hoed  twia 
and  4tept  two  horfes   through  the  fumn 
that  is,  tour  per  acre. 

In  1766,  the  fame  culture  waa  given, ; 
the  produce  was  equal. 

In  1767,  it  was  harrowed  acrofs,  and  t 
crop  as  good  as  in  1766:  in  1768,    1769 
and  this  year,  1770,  it  has  proved  the  fame 


1764,  Three  horfes, 

£-9   »5     ° 

j  765,  Two  ditto, 

6   10     Q 

1766,  Ditto, 

6  10     0 

1767,  Ditto, 

6  10     0 

1768,  Ditto, 

6  10     0 

1769,  Ditto, 

6  10     0 

1770,  Ditto, 

•             -             6     IO       Q 

Total  produce, 

47 15  0 

Or,  per  annum. 

6  19     3 

Mr.  Ha//,  from  his 

general  experience  of 

this  plant,  recommends  the  broad-caft  hus- 

bandry for  the  praclict 

:  of  common  farmers. 

bein 
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being  lefs  complex  and  confequently  much 
more  adapted  to  their  notions.  But  He 
thinks  that  the  tranfplanting  or  drilling 
methods  would  yield  larger  products  :  they 
mud,  however,  be  cut  with  Tickles,  to  pre* 
vent  the  lucerne  licking  up  the  duft  of  the 
intervals,  which  would  be  the  cafe  if  it  fell 
on  the  ground,  as  it  muil  do  in  mowing. 

I  lhall  beg  leave  to  remark  on  thcfe  ac- 
counts, that  they  prove  in  the  cleared:  man- 
ner imaginable,  the  uncommon  value  of  the 
crop.  The  product  per  acre  per  annum  of 
7  /.  and  1 1  /.  (hew  that  very  few  crops  equal 
it;  and  prove  how  expedient  it  is  for  every 
farmer  to  have  at  leaft  as  much  of  it  as  is 
neceflary  for  feeding  his  teams:  he  will  in 
no  other  way  be  able  to  keep  them  near  fo 
cheaply  *. 


•  Lucerne  has  been  cultivator!  fomc  time  by  i  neigh- 
bouring gentleman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cripps.  I  defigncd 
the  pleafurc  of  waiting  on  him  to  view  it,  but  was 
unfortunately  called  on  a  Hidden  another  way.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  tried  it  dulled,  tranfji]  anted,  and 
broad-cart;  but  that  the  latter  was  much  the  beft. 
He  muws  it  for  hay,  and  finds,  contrary  to  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  that  it  is  of  very  great  life  fa  applied  : 
He  has  had  great  crops;  and  one  in  particular  that 
had  nejr  a  fortnight's  rain  upon  it  after  cutting.  It 
loft  its  fine  colour,  but  not  iti  (cent,  dor  did  the 
leaves 
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CABBAGES. 

■  .      .       < 

Experiment,  No,  6. 

In  1769^  two  acres  of  a  rich  loam  were 
well  fallowed,  and  manured  as  for  turnips* 
and  planted  with  the  great  Scotch  cabbage 
in  June,  in  rows  4  feet  afunder,  and  the 
plants  2  feet*  The  feed  w^i  fown  in  Fe~ 
bruaty.  They  ^were  kept  quite  clean  from 
weeds  throughout  the  fcafon  by  horfe  and 
handi-hoeing*  They  were  be&un  to  be  cut 
in  OBober  for  fatting  fheep*  and  given  in 
a  pafture  field;  the  fheep  throve  very  weH 
on  them ;  but  Mr.  Hall  thinks  they  did 
not  equal  turnips  in  the  confumption  ;  they 
came  to  the  average  weight  of  12  lb.  per 
cabbage.  An  acre  of  good  turnips  he 
reckons  worth  3/.  ioj.  ;  the  cabbages  in 
proportion  were  3  /. 


leaves  fall  off;  and  fuffered  the  wet  with  much  lefk 
damage  than  clover  would  have  done.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  makes  imcomparable  hay^  and  is  as  uleful 
for  that  purpofe  as  for  any  other. 

Cabbages  Mr.  Cripps  has  tried  with  much  attention* 
and  thinks  them  not  comparable  to  turnips,  either 
in  weight  of  produce  or  value  in  feeding  cattle:  and 
they  make  butter  ftink* 

DRILLED 
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DRILLED  PEASE  AND  BEANS. 
Experiment,  No.  7, 

Four  acres  of  good  loamy  foil  were 
ploughed  for  the  firft  time  in  O£lobert  1769, 
and  again  in  February,  upon  which  earth 
two  acres  and  a  half  were  drilled  in  March 
with  rouncival  peafe,  in  rows  equally  diP 
tant,  1 8  inches  afunder ;  3  bulhels  per  acre 
feed.  The  other  acre  and  half  in  February^ 
with  horfe  beans  in  the  fame  manner,  3 
buihels  per  acre.  I  viewed  the  crops  with 
the  utmoft  pleafure,  and  found  them  clean 
as  any  garden,  and  as  fine  as  any  I  remem- 
ber to  have  feen :  the  peafe  in  particular 
were  an  aftoniftiing  crop,  much  the  greateft 
I  ever  faw— they  were  perfectly  entangled  ; 
like  a  regular  level,  broadcaft  crop,  without 
a  weed  to  be  feen.  Both  peafe  and  beans 
had  been  horfe  and  hand-hoed  :  The  drill- 
plough  and  horfe-hoe  taken  from  lord  Roc/t- 
ingham's,  of  which  I  gave  plates  in  The 
Tour  through  the  North  of  England. 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Hail  had  many  ex- 
periments on  drilled  wheat,  barley,  and 
oats,  fown  with  Tail's  drill ;  but  from 
repeated  trials,  and  the  minuteft  attention, 

Vol.  I.  C  c  he 
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he  was  convinced  that  the  practice  wouFd 
never  do — that  it  would  never  nearly  equal 
the  broad-caft  fcwing. 

SOILING    HORSES, 

Experiment i  No.  8. 

One  year  in  which  Mr.  Hall  mowed  hi* 
lucerne  for  hay,  he  tried  clover  for  foiling 
his  horfcs ;  and  2  acres  of  it  kept  6  from 
the  15th  of  May  'till  the  end  of  September* 
They  were  confined  day  and  night  to  a 
finall  farm-yard  weU  littered  wkh  ftraw  for 
making  dung,  with  an  open  ihed  to  run 
under,  and  water  conftantly  at  command, 

1 9  Weeks,  at  2  s.  bd.perhork 
per  week,  for  6,  are,        £.  1 4     5     o 


1 


Or  per  acre,  -  7     2,     6 

Which  is  a  much  greater  produce  than 
could  be  made  of  clover  by  any  other  me- 
thod of  ufing  it.  Mr.  H<a//auured  me  that 
the  fame  horfes  turned  out,  would  have 
required  9  acres  to  eat,  tread  on,  and  wafte. 
He  gives  them  neither  corn  nor  hay  ;  and 
they  are  in  as  perfect  health  as  any  horfes 
in  the  field. 
Another  very  great  advantage  in  thia 
method 


I 
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method  is  the  quantity  of  dung  made.  Mr. 
/ffl//raifed  60  loads  of  dung  by  the  above 
6  horfes— which  alone,  more  than  paid  the 
cxpence  of  the  clover. 

MANURES. 
Experiment.,  No.  9. 

One  hundred  loads  of  tanner's  bark  four 
years  old,  were  purchafed  at  o</.  a  load, 
and  formed  into  a  heap,  and  fome  yard 
duii£  and  lime  added  to  it;  it  was  turned 
once;  and  when  rotten  carried  on  to  8 
acres  of  a  cold  fpringy  foil,  for  wheat.  It 
much  ameliorated  the  land ;  prevented  the 
too  great  adhefion,  and  was  viiibly  of  be- 
nefit to  the  crop:  But  Mr.  Hall  thinks  the 
virtues  of  the  bark  hut  final  1 ;  and  that  it  is 
of  ufe  in  opening  father  than  enriching  the 
foil. 

He  has  tried  various  mixtures  of  lime, 
earth,  a(hc»,  &c.  &c.  and  finds  that  fuch 
compofts  are  more  efficacious  than  laying 
the  forts  on  the  hind  fingly. 

Adjoining  to  Swatib  is  Womiwe/l,  a 
large  eftate  which  was  in  the  poffeffion  of 
a  family  of  that  name  from  the  conqucft  I 
it  came  at  laft  to  two  co-heireues,  the  mifs 
C  c  %  Womb- 
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Wwnbivells ;  one  of  whom  married  Charles 
Turner^  Efq;  of  KJrkkatham^  and  the  other 
Colonel  St.  Leger  of  Park  Hill:  the  whole 
now  belongs  to  the  former,  who  has  pur- 
chafed  the  other  half.  It  confifts  of/  3000 
acres  of  rich  land,  within  a  hedge ;  the 
country  beautifully  varied  with  hill  and 
dale,  and  nobly  fpread  with  wood.  The 
hufbandry  and  crops  of  this  tracl  of  land  is 
much  worthy  of  obfervation. 

Farms  rife  from  20/.  to  260/.  a  year,  the 
average  about  90/. 

The  foil  is  a  fine  rich  fandy  loam ;  foi 
of  it  inclining  more  to  clay  than  fand ;  but 
in  general  good  mixed  land.     The  average 
rent  is  16/.  an  acre. 

The  courfes  of  crops  chiefly  purfued  arc, 


the 
me 


1.  Turnips 

2.  Barley 

1.  Turnips 

2.  Wheat 


1.  Turnips 

2.  Wheat 
This  is  very  bad. 

On  the  ftiffefl  land  it  is, 


3.  Clover 

4.  Wheat. 
Alfo, 

3.  Beans 

4.  Wheat. 
Likewj/e^ 

3.  Clover 

4.  Wheat. 
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1.  Fallow.  3.  Beans 

2.  Wheat  4.  Wheat. 

Their  clover  land  they  plough  but  once 
for  wheat,  but  the  fallows  from  4  to  6 
times.  They  fow  2  f  to  3  bufhels  per  acre, 
and  reckon  the  average  produce  about  3 
quarters. — They  fow  fcarcely  any  rye ;  but 
Mr.  Birks.,  the  principal  tenant  on  the  eftate, 
had  once  1 08  bufhels  from  an  acre  and  half 
of  garden  mold,  which  is  9  quarters  per  acre. 

They  plough  but  once  for  barley  ;  fow  3 
bufhels  and  an  half,  and  gain  6  quarters  in 
return.  Very  few  oats  are  fown  ;  but  the 
tillage  is  one  ploughing  ;  5  bufhels  of  feed; 
and  the  crop  not  more  than  5  quarters. 

For  peafe  they  fttr  but  once ;  fow 
bufhels,  never  hand-hoe  them,  and  gaii 
upon  an  average  3  quarters.  They  give 
but  one  earth  for  beans,  fow  4  bufhels  per 
acre ;  don't  hoe  them  ;  the  crops  from  20 
to  60  bufhels ;  average  about  32. 

Rape  is  much  cultivated ;  the  hufbandry 
is  to  pare  and  burn  old  turf  for  it ;  then 
plough  once,  and  harrow  in  the  feed :  the 
crop  on  a  medium  is  half  a  lafL  Wheat. is 
always  fown  after  it. 

For  turnips  they  plough  from  four  to  fix 
C  c  3  times  ; 


39° 
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v  the 


times ;  hoe  them  twice ;  generaliy  feed 
them  on  the  land  with  Iheep,  but  ibme  few 
are  drawn  and  carried  off  for  fatting  beaiU 
or  young  cattle.  The  mean  value  per  acre 
47  s.  6  d. 

Their  clover  they  mow  twice  for 
fometimes  feed  the  firft  crop,  and  mow 
fecond  for  feed,  at  others  cut  the  firft  for  hay, 
and  the  fecondfor  feed  :  Their  crops  are  very 
great,  will  yield  at  two  cuts  for  hay,  4  tons ; 
and  fomehas  been  mown  thrice  in  a  fummer. 
The  beft  wheat  is  allowed  to  follow  mown 
crops :— mowing  prepares  better  than  feeding. 

In  refpe&  to  manuring ;  none  of  them 
fold  their  fheep.— Paring  and  burning^ 
which  is  performed  at  1 7  j.  an  acre,  they 
reckon  a  very  fine  improvement.- — Lime 
they  ufe  for  wheat :  they  fow  6  quarters  per 
acre  on  the  clover  land  wheat  after  it  is 
fown,  and  perhaps  up ;  which  they  fay 
kills  all  poppies  and  many  other  weeds ; 
and  deftroys  much  of  the  twitch,  if  there 
is  any  in  the  land. 

Their  hay  they  (lack  about  the  fields  for 
fatting  cattle  and  young  flock ;  nor  do  they 
chop  their  ftubbles.  They  ufe  much,  pi- 
geons dung;  fow  it  for  wheat  or  turnips  ; 
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it  cofts  8  x.  a  quarter ;  and  the  quantity  they 
ufc  is  from  3  to  5  quarters :  5  they  reckon 
equal  to  any  common  drefiing  of  dung  in  a 
wet  feafon. 

Covered  drains  are  known  here;  the  beft 
fanners  dig  them  from  2  feet  to  3  and  a 
half  deep,  and  fill  them  with  ftonej  the 
expence  one  milling  per  foot  of  depth  per 
acre.  '     . 

The  beft  grafs  land  lets  at  :o;,  an  acre : 
they  apply  it  chiefly  to  fattening  hearts  :  an 
acre  and  an  half  will  carry  a  cow  through 
the  Cummer.  Their  fat  hearts  they  feed 
on  grafs,  fumctimes  pretty  late  in'  the 
winter  ;  the  grazing  or  milking  rtock  will 
leave  much  long  grafs  on  the  land;  which 
with  the  afliftance  of  good  rtraw,  will  beat 
the  beft  of  hay  In  carrying  the  beaft  forward  ; 
but  they  muft  lye  in  a  warm  yard  at  night. 

The  breed  of  cattle  is  various  ;  both  long 
and  Ihort  horned ;  but  the  baftard  fort 
between  both  they  like  beft.  The  fhort- 
horned  hearts  they  reckon  belter  than  the 
long-horned  ones ;  think  them  equally 
hardy;  and  that  a  given  quantity  of  grafs 
will  yield  more  profit  fed  with  them,  than 
if  eaten  by  long  horned  ones. 

C  c  4  Sir 
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Sir  John  Armttage  has  fold  oxen  of  this 
mongrel  breed  at  four  years  old  fat  for  20/. 
apiece  ;  they  came  to  80  ftone :  the  hides 
fold  at  2/.  1 3  j.  each.  They  were  out  of  a 
fhort-horned  cow,  by  Mr.  BirA's  long- 
horned  bull. 

The  beft  cows  will  give  8   gallons    of 
milk  per  day ;  but  the  average  of  them  not 
more  than  4.     The  long-horned  cows  will 
not  give  fo  much  milk  as  the  fhort-hornei 
ones,  but  more  butter. 

The  average  product  of  cows  6/.  10s. 
They  keep  but  few  fwine,  on  account  of 
dairies,  not  more  than  4  to  6  cows ;  for 
in  fummer  they  feed  them  on  the  dairy. 
They  keep  their  cows  m  winter  either  in 
the  houfe  or  farm-yard, 

Refpe&ing  the  profit  of  grazing,  the; 
buy  in  cows  fome  time  between  Candlemas 
and  Mayday  t  from  4/.  to  7/.  each;  and 
put  them  to  hay  with  a  few  turnips  till  the 
grafs  is  ready :  they  fell  fat  from  grafs  at 
various  times  as  the  beafts  happen  to  rife, 
from  "July  till  Chrijlmas;  the  prices  from 
8/.  to  16/. 

Swine  fat  to  25,  and  30  ftone;  and  1 
few  to  37. 
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They  have  no  flocks  of  fheep ;  their 
management  of  them  confifts  only  in  buy., 
ing  wethers  to  fatten  :  at  Michaelmas  tlicy 
put  them  to  turnips;  the  price  from  i/.  is. 
to  I  /.  5  s. ;  and  fell  from  the  turnips  with 
about  7 j.  bd.  a  head  profit.  They  clip 
from  yearlings  i%lb.  fleeces.  They  do  not 
think  the  rot  in  fheep  is  peculiar  to  wet  or 
low  lands,  but  occasioned  folely  by  a  quick 
growth  of  grafs,  to  whatever  caufe  fuch 
luxuriance  may  be  owing;  whether  to 
much  warm  rain,  or  floods.  And  it  is  the 
opinion  of  fome  farmers,  that  new  laid 
ground  full  of  dung,  will  rot. 

In  their  tillage,  they  reckon  that  8  horfes 
are  neceflary  for  100  acres  of  ploughed 
land.  They  ule  two  in  a  plough,  and  do 
from  an  acre  to  an  acre  and  half  a  day : 
they  ftir  8  inches  deep  ;  the  price  from  4 
to  5  j.  an  acre. 

They  know  nothing  of  cutting  ftraw  into 
chaff. 

Some  oxen  arc  ufed ;   4  in  a   plough. 

They  arc  very  fcnfible  of  the  difference 

between  the  one  team  declining  in  value, 

and  the  other  improving,   but  yet  horfes 

gaio 
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gain  ground  much  among  them ;  I  appre- 
hend on  account  of  breeding. 

They  break  up  their  bubbles  for  a  fallow 
in  November.  None  but  Rotberam  ploughs 
ufed. 

In  the  flocking  farms,  they  reckon  500/. 
neceflary  for  one  of  100/.  a  year. 

Land  fells  from  30  to  50  years  purchafe : 
fuch  as  is  let  at  rack  rents,  at  33. 

Tythes  are  both  gathered  and  com- 
pounded; but  generally  the  former.  If  the 
latter,  wheat  and  barley  pays  5  /. ;  oats  and 
beans  3;. 

Poor  rates,  2  s.  in  the  pound.  The  em- 
ployment of  the  women  and  children  {pin- 
ning worded.    All  drink  tea. 

No  leafes  granted. 
.  They  carry  their  corn  4  or  5  miles.  The 
fituation  is  very  favourable  for  markets— 
the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  manufactur- 
ing towns,  renders  corn  of  all  forts  confi- 
derably  dearer  than  the  rates  of  Bear-key^ 
or  the  eaftern  counties. 

LABOUR. 

In  harveft,  is.  6  </.  a  day. 
Inhay-timej  2  s. 

2  In 
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In  winter,    is.  6^.— equal  to  it,    in  beer, 

dinners,  &c. 
Reaping  per  acre,  ys.  6d.  including  beer. 
Mowing,  binding,  and  raking  an  acre  of 

fpringcorn,  5  J. 
Mowing  grafs,  is.  to  is.  td.  and  beer. 
Hoeing  turnips,  51.  to  js. 
Hedging  and  ditching,   is.  6d.  to  is.  an 

acre. 
Thrashing  wheat,  %d.  a  load  of  5  buthels. 
1     '      barley  I  J.  bd.  per  quarter. 
1  oats,  yd.  ditto. 
Head-man's  wages,    10/,  10/. 
Next  ditto,  8/.  8/. 
Third  ditto,  7/.  ioj. 
Lad's,  5/. 
Maid's,  3/. 

Women  per  day,  in  harveft,  is. 
!  in  hay-time,   lod, 

■    ■  "  in  winter,  Sd. 

Rife  of  labour  in  twenty  years  double. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
A  waggon,  20/. 
A  cart,  9/. 
A  plough,   1/.  10  j. 
Harnefs per  horfe,   if.iox. 
Laying  a  fliare,  6  d. 

Laying 
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Laying  a  coulter,  6<£ 
Shoeing,  ix.  2d. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread  wheaten,    and  oat  cake;    average 

price         -  id. per  pound. 

Cheefe,  3  i 

Butter,        -        -     6  to  &d. 
Beef,  3 

Mutton,  3* 

Veal*  -       3t 

Pork*         -        -      3  4 
Bacon,        -        -     7 
Milk*        -         -  id. per  j>mt* 

Potatoes  per  peck,       4 
Labourer's  houfe-rent,  20  x.  to  25  x. 
■  firing,  8  x.  6  d.  and  hedge  dealing* 

BUILDING. 

Bricks  per  1000,  11/. 

Oak  timber  per  foot,  1  x*  zd.  to  ix.  4^ 

Afh  ditto,  1  s.  4/, 

A  carpenter  a  day,  1  x.  8  d% 

A  mafon  ditto,  1  x.  6d. 

Pry  ftone  walls  2  x.  a  rood  of  6  feet  high  ; 

getting  the  ftone  a/,  befides  carriage :  6 

load§  do  a  rood. 

3  Tho 
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The  general  oeconomy  of  the  country 
will  be  feen  from  the  following  particulars 
of  farms. 

280  Acres  in  all       60  Fatting  beaft* 


70  Arable 

210  Grafs 

£.260  Rent 

6  Horfes 

2  Mare* 

6  Cows 


4  Young  cattle 

80  Sheep 

3  Mea 

1  Boy 

2  Maids 

3  Labourer*. 


Another: 


1 1 0  Acres  ir 

all 

16  Fatting  bcafts 

40  Arable 

4  Young  cattle 

70  Grafs 

60  Sheep 

£.  100  Rent 

2  Men 

6  Horfes 

1  Boy 

2  Marcs 

1   Maid 

4  Cows 

1  Labourer. 

Another : 

50  Acres  in 

ill 

2  Cows 

20  Arable 

2  Young  cattle 

30  Grafs 

1  Boy 

£.50  Rent 

1   Maid 

4  Horfes 

J   Labourer. 
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Another  : 

200  Acres  in  all    40  Fatting  beaft* 

70  Arable  4  Young  cattle 

130  Grafs  60  Sheep 

£.170  Rent  2  Men 

6  Horfes  1  Maid 

2  Mares  2  Labourers1. 
6  Cows 

Another: 

120  Acres  in  all  6  Fatting  beafts 

'50  Arable  4  Young  cattle 

70  Grafs  20  Sheep 

£.100  Rent  2  Men 

4  Horfes  1  Boy 

2  Mares  1  Maid 

5  Cows  2  Labourers* 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  the  manage-* 
ment  of  this  eftate,  which  is  much  too  im-* 
portant  to  be  paffed  over,  A  few  years  ago, 
it  was  let  at  1300/.  a  year*  and  the  tenants 
were  all  as  poor  as  rats:  three  fourths  of 
them  were  from  two  to  four  years  in  arrears 
of  rent.  On  being  talked  to  pretty  ftiarply 
on  fuch  failures  in  payment,  they  pleaded 
their  high  rents,  and  defired  to  have  them 
lowered.     Upon  this,  their  farms  were  all 

viewed 
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viewed  by  a  gentleman  well  Skilled  in  land ; 
and  his  report  was,  that,  lb  far  from  [lay- 
ing too  much,  they  evidently  paid  too  little — 
much  lefs  than  the  land  was  worth.  The 
whole  was  very  badly  cultivated,  quite  over- 
run with  weeds,  and  much  excellent  land 
almoft  becoming  waile.  He  recommended 
the  railing  the  eftate  1000/.  a  year.  Hi* 
advice  was  followed,  and  from  that  day  tlie 
rents  were  raifed  to  2300/.  a  year.  But  one 
tenant  on  the  whole  eftatc  ""ed  ;  and* 
from  a  year  or  two  after,  tc  the  prefent 
time,  their  culture  has  been  conftantly  im- 
proving. No  tenants  have  paid  their  rents 
better,  and  they  are  now  in  general  rich, 
for  the  fize  of  their  farms.  I  was  perfe&ly 
fatisfied  of  all  thefe  fa£b ;  for  I  had  them 
precifely  from  all  concerned.  William  Marf- 
4w,Efq.  oiBarnJley,  is-  the  perfon  who  view- 
ed the  farms,  and  he  confirmed  the  above 
particulars  to  me,  in  prefence  of  Gil.  6'.'. 
Leger,  and  of  the  principal  tenant  of  the 
cftate. 

If  this   inftance  is  not  deciiivc,  nothing 

can  be  lb:  it  proves,  in  the  cleareft  manner, 

that  the  6rft  ftep  to  good  huibandry  is  to 

mate  the  tenant  pay  as  much,  or  nearly  as 

much, 
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much,  for  the  land,  as  it  is  worth.    If  they 
have  farms  at  5  s.  that  are  worth  10/.  they 
will  treat  them  accordingly.    Bad  hufban- 
dry  will  pay  a  low  rent,  but  cannot  anfwer 
a  high  one.    The  tenants  of  the  Wombwctt 
eftate  employed  half  their  time  in  carryfng 
coals  for  the  manufacturing  towns  ;  but,  in 
their  new  agreements,  they  were  very  wifely 
cut  off  from  any  fuch  practice :  their  atten- 
tion has  fince  been  given  to  their  farms,  and 
they  have  found  how  much  more  profitable 
it  is,  to  employ  their  teams  in  ploughing, 
harrowing  and  manuring.     Railing  their 
rents  has  really  enriched  them  all :  it  has 
created  an  induftry  unknown  before  :  they 
cultivate  thofe  fields  with  attention    now, 
which  formerly  fatisfied  them  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  few  fheep. 

Col.  Pcle,  of  Radburn^  gave  me  a  paral- 
lel inflance.  On  coming  to  his  eftate,  one 
tenant,  the  greateft  floven  on  it,  complained 
of  his  rent,  and  faid,  he  muft  be  lowered  or 
break.  His  farm  was  viewed,  the  rent  100 1. 
a  year.  He  was  immediately  raifed  to  1 70  £ 
and  lince  that  has  paid  it  without  com- 
plaining. 

Mr.  Mar/den  above-mentioned  has,    for 

fome 
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ae  years,  (own  wheat  from  November  to 
March,  and  without  ever  heing  able  to  de- 
termine one  time  to  be  better  than  another. 

The  14th  of  Marcby  1755,  Mr,  Marf- 
den  bought  two  oxen  for  20/.  He  put  them 
to  hay  till  grafs  was  ready  :  they  were  kept 
on  it  all  fummer,  and  then  put  to  fog  and 
hay,  and  afterwards  to  turnips  given  under 
a  fhed  with  ftraw.  The  14th  of  Marcby 
1756,  he  ibid  them  for  40  guineas  to  Mr. 
Wallet,  of  Long-Sutton  ;  and  the  March 
following,  he  fold  them  for  65/.  after  being 
ihewn   \\\  Smithfield  z%  a  jight. 

About  Barnfiey  are  feveral  trades  of  land, 
as  rich  as  any  in  England.  In  Wnrthjield 
there  are  above  100  acres  of  wheat,  that 
yield  5  and  5  i  quarters  per  acre ;  and  a  part 
of  a  field,  that  has  more  than  once  pro- 
duced, after  turnips,  9  quarters  of  barley 
per  acre,  and  once  9  4.  Clover  was  fown 
with  it,  and  produced  an  excellent  crop. 
After  the  clover,  5  quarters  5  bufhels  per 
acre  of  wheat :  then  fown  with  beans;  the 
produce  5  |  quarters  per  acre :  and  after 
them,  wheat  again,  5  quarters  5  buihels  per 
acre.  Thefe  crops  are  very  extraordinary  ; 
hut  a  deduction  remains   to  be  mentioned. 

Vol.  L  D  d  which 


402    THE   FARMERS   TOUR 

which  is  an  overplus  of  meafure,  which 
amounts  to  2  acres  in  32.  We  may,  under 
thefe  datci)  calculate  the  expences,  produce, 
and  profit,  as  follow.  The  rent  I  fhall  call 
20  j.  an  acre,  though  much  is  let  at  8  s.  and 

lOS. 

I.  TURNIPS. 
This  crop  I  fhall  fuppofe  juft  to  pay  the 
fexpene'e  of  culture,  which   is  a  very  large 
allowance,  •  confidering  the  wonderful  ferti- 
lity of  the  land- 

IL  BARLEY. 
Rent,  &Ci  &c*        -        -        JT.  1     $     q 

Three  earths  and  harrowing,  o  14  o 
Seed  and  fowing,  -  -  o  10  6 
Reaping  and  harvefting,  .  *■  0100 
Thrafhing,  -         -         -090 


3      8     6 


III.    CLOVER. 

* 

Seed  and  fowing,         -         -  066 
Mowing,    making,  carting,   and 

flacking  twice*         -        -  1   10 

Rent,  &c,        *  1     5 


o 
o 


1 


*d» 
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IV.  "WHEAT. 
"Ploughing  and  harrowing, 
Seed  and  Cowing, 
Reaping  and  harvefling, 
Th  raining,          - 
Rent,  &c. 

V.   BEANS. 

Ploughing,  &c.  thrice, 
Seed  and  lowing, 
Heaping  and  harvefting, 
Thrashing, 
Rent,         - 

070 
0  11     0 
0  10    0 

0  12     0 

■  5  * 

350 

0 15  0 
080 
0 12  0 
060 

1     5     o 

VI.   WHEAT. 
Expenccs,  as  before,         - 

Barley, 
Clover, 
Wheat, 

Beans,              - 
Wheat, 

0    d    2 

360 

3    S    0 

3     B     6 

3     ■     6 
3     5° 
360 

350 

16    6    0 
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PRODUCE. 

Barley,  9  quarters,  at  1 A  JT.  g     o     o 

Clover,  fuppofe  4  tons  of  hay, 

at  40  j.         -         -  -         800 

Wheat,  5  quarters  5  bufhels,  at  2/.  1 1  5  o 
Beans,  5 1-  quarters,  at  2  s.  6d.  7  3  o 
Wheat,  as  before,  -  1 1     5     o 

Total,  befides  chaff  and  draw,       46   1 3     o 
Total  expcnccs,  -         16     6     o 

Clear  profit,  -  30     y     o 

Or,  per  acre  per  annum,         6  '  1     4 

This  is  what  may  modeftly  be  called  a 
very  entertaining  fort  of  a  country  for  far- 
mers to  live  in.* 

I  returned  fouthwards  by  Retford,  where 
I  found  feveral  parts  of  hulbandry  carried 
on  with  fpirit  by  Mr.  John  Moody,  and  par- 
ticularly the  fatting  of  oxen  in  flails,  on  oil- 
cake and  other  food.     For  this  bufinefs  Mr. 

Moody 


_  * 

*  Before  I  leave  the  Weft-Kiding,  that  region  of 
manufactures,  let  me  infert  the  following  account  of 
the  progrefs  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  manufacture  of 
broad-cloths  in  this  county,  with  fome  other  very 
valuable  particulars.     (Stg  the  Table  annexed.) 
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Moody  erected  the  moft  complete  ox-houfe  I 
remember  to  have  fcen.  It  contains  26 
beads,  each  in  a  flal!,  wliich,  for  large  oxen, 
are  8  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  for  fmaller  ones. 
At  the  head  of  each  flail  is  a  fquare  manger 
for  the  hay,  which  is  put  in  through  a 
window  in  the  wall,  exactly  oppofite  the 
head  of  the  ox;  and,  as  the  hay-flacks  are 
difpofed  in  a  yard  along  the  back  of  the 
building,  there  is  no  lofs  of  time  or  hay, 
by  having  far  to  carry  it:  the  man  takes  it 
from  the  flack,  and  puts  it,  atoncftep,  in- 
to the  manger.  On  one  fide  the  hay  is  a 
fmall  ftune  ciftern,  by  way  of  trough  fur 
the  ox  ta  eat  his  oii-cakc  out  of;  and,  on 
the  other  fide,  another  done  ctftern  for  his 
water,  which  is  fupplied  in  a  very  conve- 
nient manner.  On  the  outfide  the  building 
is  a  pump,  which  ratfes  the  water  into  a  cif- 
tern,  exactly  on  .1  level  with  all  thofe  which 
fupply  the  oxen.  A  pipe  of  lead  leads  from 
i  ciftern  to  all  the  reft  in  the  houfe  ;  Jo 
that  the  man  CB8  fee,  by  the  height  of  the 
water  in  the  pump  ctftern,  how  high  it  rs  in 

fll  the  reft.     The  houfe  is  not  open,  like  .1 
led,   but   fhut  quite  up :  in  the  doors  arc 
oles,  to  let  in  air;  but  Hiding  mutters  cor- 
D  d  3  refpond 


ten 
this 
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refpond  with  them,  to  exclude  it  at  pleafikre, 
At  one  end  of  the  building  is  a  fmall  room 
for  the  oil  cakes,  and  alfo  a  ftdve,  -with  a 
broad  iron  top,  for  laying  on  the  cakes  to 
heat  a  little  for  breaking :  a  wooden  anvil 
(lands  by  it,  upon  which  they  are  broken 
with  much  eafe  when  warm. 

Mr.  Moody  generally  puts  up  thofe  beafta 
that  have  had  the  fumme^s  grafs  :  a  large 
fort,  from  80  to  130  ftone:  they  are  taken 
to  the  cakes  about  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber, and  are  fold,  quite  fat,  by  the  20th  of 
March,  in  a  general  way,  but  many  before. 
If  the  beads  are  fmaller,  they  need  not  be  fa 
forward  :  if  they  are  only  frefli  in  flefh, 
they  will  be  completely  fat  by  that  time. 

The  price  of  cakes  vary  much ;  but  they 
have,  of  late,  been  about  4/.  ios.b.  ton,  be-. 
fides  5  s.  carriage :  this  is  an  high  price*  Mr* 
Moody  thinks  it  will  not  bear,  at  the  utmoft, 
more  than  5  /.  he  would  never  fatten,  if  h 
was  higher. 

The  cake  is  given  regularly  three  times  a 
flay :  at  feven  in  the  morning,  at  twelve  at 
noon,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  four  in  the 
^fternoon :    this    in  fhort    days ;    but,    ii> 

longer* 
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onger,  it  is  at  fix  in  the  morning,  at  twelve 
at  noon,  and  at  fix  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Mood)'  is,  in  one  particular,  very  lin- 
gular ;  it  is  a  general  opinion,  that  oxen  are 
ib  hot  when  fat,  that  they  fliould  be  allowed 
much  air,  and  accordingly  open  fhedfl  have 
been  recommended.  On  the  contrary,  this 
gentleman  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
hotter  they  are  kept,  the  better  they  will 
fatten.  He  keeps  them  fhut  up,  and,  for 
fomc  time,  dbes  not  fo  much  as  let  in  any 
air  through  the  holes  in  the  doors  :  the 
breath  of  fo  many,  with  the  natural  heat  of 
their  bodies,  bring  them  foon  to  fweating 
prodigioufly,  and,  when  that  is  in  its  height, 
they  fatten  the  belt  and  quickeft.  After 
fweating  a  fortnight,  the  hair  all  peels  off 
them,  and  a  frcih  coat  comes,  like  that  in 
April  ox  May,  and,  after  that,  they  fweat  no 
more.  Mr.  Moody  has  obferved,  that  thofe 
bealls,  which  do  not  fweat  at  all,  fcarcely 
ever  fatten  well. 

He  gives  a  beaft,  of  i  oo  ftonc,  two  cakes 
a  day,  at  full,  for  about  two  months,  and 
then  three  a  day  till  fat :  the  cakes  weigh 
about  bib.  each  :  they  have  alio  aotf.  of 
hay  each  per  day  j  but  they  cat  only  the 
D  d  4  prime 
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prime  of  it ;  a  large  fleck  of  lean  beads  be- 
ing kept  on  their  offal  hay. 

Suppofe  a  beaft  put  up  the  id  of  Novem- 
ber: the  two  firft  months  he  eats  120  cakes; 
from  "January  to  the  end  of  March^  he  eats 
270  more,  390  cakes  in  all ;  and,  reckoning 
20  lb.  of  hay  a  day,  during  the  whole  time, 
it  is  1  ton  6  cwt. 
390  cakes,  bib.  each,  21  cwt.  at 

4I.  10s.  a  ton,  are,         -       £.4    14     6 
I  ton,  6  cwt.  hay,  at  40  s.      -         2    12     o 

Total,         -        -        -         766 

So  that  an  ox  of  100  ftone,  in  his  winter 
fatting,  cats  above  7  /.  but  he  improves  in 
value  more  than  to  that  amount.  If  they 
only '  cleared  it,  there  would  remain  great 
profit ;  for  Mr.  Moody  raifed  200  very  large 
loads  of  rotten  dung  from  the  winter  fat- 
ting of  45  beads,  by  means  of  20  waggon 
loads  of  wheat  ftubble,  ufed  for  littering; 
and,  as  long  experience  has  proved  the  dung 
of  beafts  fattened  on  oil  cakes,  much  to  ex- 
ceed any  other,  he  values  it  at  7  s.  6d.  a  load 
as  much  as  can  be  carried  away  by  four 
horfes,  on  a  very  large  cartf 

Tho 
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The  weight   about  3  tons,  this 

is,  -  £.75     o     o 

Deduct  for    20  load  of  ftubble, 

at  5  J.  -         -  -         500 

Profit  on  the  dung  of  45  beafts,    70     o     o 
Or,  per  beaft,         -  •>  1130 

But  Mr.  Moody  has  often  taken  lean  oxen 
of  a  imaller  fize  from  ftraw,  put  them  to  oil 
cake  and  hay,  and  fold  them  fat  in  eight 
weeks,  with  .1  confiderable  profit  on  them. 

He  bought  two  oxen  for  17/.  ioj.  out  of  a 
team,  in  'July.,  quite  lean  :  he  kept  them  at 
grafs  till  the  end  of  OtSober,  then  put  them 
to  cakes,  and  fold  them  the  April  following 
for  50  guineas,  which  is  very  confiderable. 
Nor  does  he  ever  fatten  any,  that  yield  him 
no  other  profit  than  the  dung :  he  gene- 
rally make,  from  40J.  to  6 /.  a  head,  clear 
profit  on  the  cake-fattlng  alone. 

The  attendance  on  them  is  not  expen- 
five,  from  the  very  great  convenience  of  the 
houfe.  He  has  never  more  than  a  man  and 
boy  to  the  whole  26  :  they  heat  and  break 
the  cakes,  give  them  to  the  beafts,  fupply 
them  with  hay,  pump  their  water,  litter  and 
clean 
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clean   them,    without  any  affiftance,  and 
have  a  good  deal  of  time  to  fpafe. 

In  the  above  calculation,  the  oil-cake  is 
reckoned  at  its  prefent  high  price ;  but  the 
average  rate  is  not  above  4/.  a  ton. 

The  fyftem,upon  the  whole,  is  excellent; 
.  a  profit  is  made  upon  the  fattening,  in  the 
•  mere  difference  of  the  price  lean  and  fat ; 
but  the  grand  objedt  is  the  raifing  large  quan- 
tities of  the  heft  dung  in  the  world,  I  may 
'  remark,  that  Mr,  Moodf  s  quantity  is  much 
under  what  ought  to  be  raifed,  as  may  be 
eafily  imagined,  from  his  not  having  land 
enough  of  his  own  to  ufe  it.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  an  object  with  him ;  but  twenty 
waggon  loads  are  nothing  to  45  beads :  they 
would  convert  a  lead  a  head  into  dung, 
without  in  the  leaft  diminifhing  the  virtue 
of  it ;  but  this  would  depend  on  the  ma- 
nagement :  the  urine  alcne  of  thefe  beafts 
would  make  a  vaft  quantity  of  ftraw  into  as 
jich  a  heap  of  black  manure  as  can  be  con- 
ceived. If  they  were  thoroughly  well  littered, 
and  their  dung  kept  before  the  houfe,  in  a 
clamp  made  in  a  cubical  form,  and  all  the  urine 
regularly  pumped  on  to  it,  the  heap  would 
contain  abundantly  more  than 200  loads,  and 

be 
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be  to  the  full  as  valuable  as  the  prefent 
quantity,  without  fuch  attention  ;  and,  up- 
on this  fyftem,  oil-cake  fattening  would  be 
one  of  the  readieft  methods  of  improving  a 
farm. 

That  the  value  of  the  dung  is  greater  than 
common,  cannot  be  doubted.  In  fomc 
parts  of  Torkfiire,  I  think  about  Bnadf* 
•worth,  I  have  been  told  of  9 s.  a  load  of  only 
32  bufhels  being  given  for  it. 

It  is  fomcthing  curious  to  calculate  the 
quantity  of  manure  arifing  from  a  given 
quantity  of  litter.  The  preceding  account 
will  furntfh  data  for  that  purpofe. 

Twenty  loads  of  ftubble  the  litter. 

Twenty-fix  beafls,  if  all  of  100  ftone, 
would  cat  27  tons  of  cake;  but,  as  12  of 
them  are  of  a  much  fmaller  fizc,  we  muft 
call  it  20  tons:  the  number  of45bealts 
makes  no  change,  as  there  were  never  more 
than  26  at  a  time,  only  ihe  houfe  kept  full. 
The  fatting  was  performed  in  the  fame  time: 
The  hay  would,  if  a:l  were  large  hcafls* 
amount  to  33  tons  :  call  it  therefore  30. 


The 
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The  quantify  of  dung  in  loads  of 

3  tons  each,  is  -  200 

Dedudt  7  loads  for  20  ton  cake,      -  7 

Remains  on  the  account  of  hay  and 
ftubble,  33  loads  of  hay,  and  20  of 
ftubble,  in  all  53  loads,        -  193 

Or,  per  load,  *•  -  3  t 

But,  as  thefe  loads  of  dung  are  quite  un- 
common, we  muft  calculate  on  fuch  as  are 
better  known.  A  ton  and  half  are  a  very 
good  large  cart-load  :  let  us  therefore  dou- 
ble the  193,  it  is  386. 

This  is  to  1  load  of  hay  and  Hubble  7  of 
dung. 

From  whence  it  appears,  that  a  waggon 
load  of  litter  makes  7  good  loads  of  dung. 
The  notion,  common  in  fome  places,  of  a 
load  of  draw  making  only  a  load  of  dung, 
is  a  mere  vulgar  error*  I  (hould  value  fuch 
dung  on  a  farm  at  5  s.  a  load,  in  any  part  of 
England:  according  to  which  price  every 
Joadof  litter  pays  iL  15*.  Does  not  this  ac- 
count tend  ftrongly  to  prove,  thstf  litter  may, 
in  general,  be  profitably  bought  at  much 
higher  prices  than  common  ? 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Moedy  tried  an  experiment  to  decide 
the  comparative  value  of  the  oil-cake  dung 
with  common  farm-yard  manure.  He  di- 
vided a  clofe of  16  acresofgrafs  in  halves: 
8  acres  he  manured  from  the  ox  dunghill, 
12  loads  an  acre;  and  8  from  a  common 
hill,  24  loads  an  acre.  The  half  manured 
with  the  oil-cake  dung  much  exceeded  the 
other:  the  fuperiority  was  indifputablc. 

He  has  cultivated  carrots  with  very  great 
fuccefs.  In  1766,  he  had  an  acre  and  half: 
the  foil,  a  good  deep  fand,  unmanured;  but 
ploughed  twelve  inches  deep.  They  were 
hand-hocd,  9  inches  afunder,  and  kept  quite 
clean.  Ufed  them  for  fatting  oxen,  and 
with  the  utmoft  fuccefs  :  the  crop  weighed 
1  o  tons  per  acre. 

In  1767,  he  fowed  the  land  with  barley, 
and  got  feven  quarters  and  an  half  per  acre. 

In  1767,  he  had  another  crop  of  carrots, 
half  an  acre  and  half  a  rood  of  the  fame  foil. 
It  was  frelh  land,  and  he  pared  it,  and  car- 
ried the  turf  all  off  to  a  compoft  heap  :  this 
piece  was  alfo  ploughed  12  inches  deep,  and 
the  carrots  fet  out,  at  the  diftancc  of  nine 
inches:  they  were  dug  up  for  oxen,  as 
wanted.  No  beafls  in  the  world  could  fat- 
ten 
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ten  quicker  :    they  liked  them  better  than 
oil  cake,  and  throve  as  well  on  them. 

The  half  acre  and  half  rood  produced  at 
the  rate  of  20  tons  per  acre,  and  fattened 
three  oxen  of  80,  100,  and  no  ftone,  dur- 
ing three  months :  each  beaft  had  half  a 
ftone  of  hay  a  day :  they  throve  as  well  a* 
if  on  oil  cake. 

Suppofe  the  land  but  half  an  acre,  and 
the  beafts  but  two,  it  is  four  to  an  acre,  three 
months :  they  would  in  that  time  Have  eat 
of  oil  cake, 

Two  tons,  1 8  cwt.  or,  £.1310 

There  is  alfo  a  faving  of  1 3  lb.  of 

hay  each   beaft  per  day ;  it  is 

two  ton,         -  -         -400 

Total,  -  m  17      1      i 


The  difference  of  the  half  rood,  and  thd 
Other  beaft,  would  more  than  make  this  fum 
20/.  the  produce  of  one   acre  of  carrots4 

Thefe  beafts  fattened  fo  well  on  the  car* 
fots,  that  Mr.  Moody  much  regretted  the  not 
having  more  land  that  would  do  for  them* 
which  had  he  poflefled,  he  would  never  have 
bought  any  more  oil  cake.  The  above  va- 
luation 


\ 
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luation  of  the  faving  in  cake,  docs  not  give 
the  real  value  of  the  carrots,  as  the  protu  on 
the  beafls  fhould  come  into  the  account,  and 
alfo  that  of  the  dung  :  the  crop  paid  1  /. 
per  ton. 

In  1768,  the  piece  was  planted  with  pr>- 
tatocs,  and  he  fold  the  half  .-.re  and  half 
rood  for  13/.  the  purchafer  to  he  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  laft  cleaning  and  the  taking 
up  :    this  is  juft  20  /.  an  acre. 

In  1769,  it  was  lbwn  with  carrots  again, 
on  one  ploughing  :  the  management  as  be- 
fore :  the  crop  came  to  25  ton.  Many  of 
them  were  18  inches  in  circumference: 
they  were  given  to  oxen,  who  fattened  on 
them  as  well  as  before :  no  beafls  could 
thrive  quicker. 
Tn  1767,  this  piece  of  land  paid 

per  acre,  in  carrots,  -  jf.20  o  o 
In  1768,  in  potatoes,  -  20     o     o 

In  1769,  in  carrots,  -         25     o     o 

It  is  now  under  potatoes,  and  promifes 
for  a  vaft  crop.  This  experiment  fuffici- 
ently  proves  the  profit  of  the  carrot  huf- 
bandry. 

Another   piece  of  three  acres  was  fown 

with  carrots,  in  1768,  and  managed  in  the 

fiuna 
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fame  manner.  The  only  particular  minute 
Mr.  Moody  kept  of  them  was,  that  they 
laved  him,    in  fatting  oxen,  juft  70/.  in 

oil-cake. 

In  1769,  it  was  fown  with  oats,  and 
yielded  35  quarters*  on  the  three  acres. 

Grafs  feeds  were  fown  with  the  oats,  viz. 
two  quarters  per  acre  of  hay  feeds,  6  lb* 
white  Dutch  clover,  and  6  lb.  trefoile.  It 
was  mown  for  hay  this  year,  and  produced 
7  tons.  The  amazing  profit  of  thefe  rich 
fends,  when  cultivated  with  the  vegetables 
that  fuit  them,  may  from  hence  be  eafily 
conceived^ 

The  expences  of  an  acre  of  carrots,  Mr. 
Moody  calculates  as  follow. 

Rent,        -         -  -          £.2      o     a 

Town  charges,             ->  -         020 

Tythe,        -            -  o      5     o 

Seed,  Gib.         -        -  -          080 

Sowing,         -  •    -         o      o     3 

Ploughing,         m        -  o      $     o 

Harrowing,             -  -             o      1     o 

Weeding  and  hoeing,  -         220 

Taking  up,             -  -         1      I     o 

Carry  over,        -  643 


THROUGH   ENGLAND.    417 

Brought  oTcr,  £.6      43 

Carting  home,         -  -  o  10     o 

Topping,  warning,  and  cutting,  o   15     o 


Average  product, 
Total  expences, 

7     9 
22   10 
7     9 

3 
u 
3 

Clear  profit, 

-       15     0 

9 

An  acre  fats  4oxen  during  14  weeks;  the 
lowcft  calculation  we  can  make  of  the  dung 
arifing,  is  7  loads  per  head,  or  28  in  all; 
which  at  5  j.  is  7/.  from  which  is  to  be 
deducted  the  price  of  4  loads  of  litter  :  iup- 
poie  at  10/.  or  40/.  in  atl,  there  remains 
profit  on  the  dung  5  /. 
By  carrots,        -  -  ^,15    o     9 

Dung,        -        -        -        -500 


Total  profit  per  acre, 


And  if  the  above  data  arc  taken  as  a  guide, 
I  do  not  lee  how  the  profit  by  an  acre  of 
fuch  carrots  can  be  laid  at  a  tefs  linn.  But 
ftippofe  objections  are  flatted  by  thofc  who 
do  not  underftand  the  culture ;  let  them 
firm  their  deductions,  ilrike  off  half  the 
Vol.  I.  E  e  amount; 
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amount ;  where  will  they  find  a  fallow  crop 
that  cleans  the  land  of  weeds  in  fo  effectual 
a  manner,  that  will  pay  fuch  a  profit? 
Turnips  will  never  do  it. 

Carrots  at  20  s.  a  ton,  come  to  about  $d. 
£  a  buihel,  reckoned  at  48  lb.  But  let  me 
obferve,  that  the  common  price  to>  fell  them 
m  the  fouthern  part  of  Nottinghamshire •,  is 
6d.  to  thofe  who  buy  them,  and  make  a 
profit  themfelves ;  from  whence  it  is  fuffici- 
ently  plain  that  the  above  valuation  is  under 
the  truth. 

The  carrots  which  I  have  cultivated  my- 
felf  at  different  times,  have  paid  from  qd. 
to  is.  id.  in  a  general  way.  The  above 
crops  reckoned  at  fuch  a  price,  would  rile 
from  30/.  to  40/.  an  acre  profit. 

Twelve  acres  and  an  half  of  hazel  loam, 
a  very  rich  foil,  was  ploughed  from  the  old 
turf;  and  cropped  with  woad  for  two 
years.  It  was  then  fown  with  barley,  7 
pecks  of  feed  an  acre,  and  produced  7  quar- 
ters. Next  it  was  fown  with  oats,  2 
bufhels  per  acre ;  the  crop  1 1  quarters  per 
acre :  with  thefc  oats  were  fown  2  quarter* 
of  hay  feeds,  bib.  of  white  clover,  and  6  lb. 
of  trefoile.  This  year  (which  is  the  firft) 
4° 
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40  tons  of  hay  are  mown,  and  the  after- 
grafs  will  now  fell  for  ioj.  an  acre. 

The  woad-men  gave  6/.  ioj.  per  acre 
for  the  two  years,  and  paid  all  rates. 

About  Retford^  in  the  clays,  Wheat  pro- 
duces 30  bufliels  an  acre;  Barley  4  quar- 
ters ;  Clover  2  loads  of  hay,  and  a  feed- 
ing; and  of  Beans  3  quarters. 

Upon  fandy  lands  of  5J.  an  acre*  they 
have,  1,  Turnips  of  2/.  2/.  value ;  2.  Bar- 
ley, 5  quarters ;  3  Clover,  2  loads  an  acre 
at  one  mowing ;  and  4.  Wheat,  24  bufhels. 

In  the  good  fands  of  20/.  an  acre,  they 
have  1.  Turnips,  worth  on  an  average  50J.; 
2.  Barley,  6  quarters ;  3.  Clover,  2  loads 
of  hay,  and  an  after-grafs  worth  ioj.  an 
acre ;  4.  Wheat,  30  bulhels  an  acre. 

Farms  around  Retford  rife  from  20/.  to 
I20/.  a  year:  in  general  from  50/.  to  60/. 
The  average  rent  of  ftiff  lands  1 5  s.  an  acre, 
and  of  fands  ioj. 

The  beft  farmers  in  this  neighbourhood 
reckon  that  2000/.  is  neceflary  to  ftock  a 
fand  farm  of  200/.  a  year.  They  divide 
that  fum  in  the  following  manner. 


Rent, 

Town  charges, 

Carry  c 


*5 


J^Ts 
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Brought  over,      -     £.  2 1 5 

Tythe,        •        -        -       •  20 

12  Horfes,                  -  204 

Harnefs*          -  24. 

3  Waggons*  -  -  .  -  80 
2  Broad  wheeled  carts*  -  30 
Two  narrow  ditto*  -  -  20 
Sundries,  -  30 
6  Ploughs,  j 
x  Large  ditto,  5 

4  Pair  of  fmall  harrows,   and  2 
large  ditto,  12 

2  Rollers*         -         -   •       -  3 

6  Cows*  42 

2  Sows,  3 

300  Sheep,        -  ■      -        -  160 

24  Young  cattle,  70 

Seed,  40  acres  wheat,          -  30 

40  Turnips,         -         -  2 

40  Clover,  S 

40  Barley,         -         -  i£ 

2  Men,        -        -        -      *  20 

2  Boys,        -        -        -        -  12 

2  Maids,         -         -    '     -  6 

2  Labourers,         -  40 

Extra  labour*         ... 


C]arry  over,        -  1 078 
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Brought  over,  -  £.  1078 
Labour  in  improvements,  -  100 
Houfekeeping,  -  -  -  100 
Furniture,         -         -         -  1 50 

Calh  in  hand  for  the  fecond  year, 
which  will  fall  fliort  in  produce,  600 

£.2028 

Mr.  Moody  tried  a  comport  confifting  of 
the  turf  pared  off  three  roods  of  land, 
mixed  in  a  heap  with  14  loads  of  oil-cake 
dung,  in  February  1767.  It  was  turned 
over  the  November  following;  ag-ain  in 
May*  and  laid  nn  5  and  '  acres  of  graft 
land,  the  foil  a  cold  clay,  the  Mkbaelmat 
following:  the  quantity  125  loads;  and 
no  improvement  could  be  greater.  One 
acre  after  this  manuring  was  worth  three 
of  the  fame  land  before. 

There  lias  been  lately  prac"Hfcd,  near 
JZetfordy  fome  very  uncommon  improve- 
ments by  means  of  hops,  particularly  by 
George  Brown.,    E(q;  of  Ordfal,  and  ■ 

Mafin^  Efq;  of  the  fame  neighbourhood.  I 
was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  find  Mr.  Brown 
at  home,  but  on  an  accidental  meeting  he  had 
before  given  me  the  following  flight  account 
E  e  i  He 
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He  tried  them  on  a  black  bog,  3  feet  deep ; 
the  fpontaneous  growth  nothing  but  rufhes, 
and  let  for  but  3J.  an  acre.  It  was  drained 
at  a  fmall  expence  by  open  cuts,  and 
planted  with  hops  in  fquares  of  6  feet. 
They  have  fucceeded  to  admiration.  The 
product  on  an  average  has  been  Zcwt.  per 
acre ;  and  fold  at  9/.  on  a  medium,  which 
is  72  /.  per  acre  ;  and  the  expence  of  culture 
has  been  10  /.  per  acre  per  annum  ;  therefore 
the  clear  profit  is  62  /.  per  acre.- — Not  one 
garden  in  ten  in  the  richeft  hop  countries 
comes  near  this  profit,  which  is  gained 
from  a  wafte  bog  let  at  only  31.  an  acre. 
I  fhould  obferve,  that  it  is  fheltered  by 
higher  grounds  from  the  eaft  and  weft 
winds.  This  great  fuccefs  ihould  animate 
the  pofTeflbrs  of  low,  fwampy,  boggy 
places,  and  moory  bottoms,  to  try  hops  in 
them ;  No  one  can  doubt  but  many  fuch 
traits  of  land  remain  unoccupied  by  any 
ufeful  plants,  which,  with  a  little  attention, 
would  do  admirably  well  for  hops. 

At  Clumber^  a  few  miles  from  Retford, 
the  duke  of  Newcaftle  is  making  very  great 
improvements  :  his  park  is  a  large  extent 
of  wild  unimproved  foreft  land  j  but 
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Grace  is  planting  on  fo  large  a  fcale,  and 
reducing  iuch  a  great  quantity  of  the  ling 
land  to  profitable  grafs,  that  the  place  in  a 
few  years  will  not  be  known.  The  extent 
of  the  new  plantations  is  very  great,  fo  that 
they  will  prove  not  only  an  ornament  to 
all  the  country,  but  a  fource  of  immenfe 
profit  to  the  family  *. 

Befides  the  plantations,  fome  hundred 
acres  of  grafs  have  been  gained  from  the 
ling,  and  rendered  profitable  ground.  I 
made  particular  enquiries  into  thefe  im- 
provements, and  the  method  in  which  they 
were  performed.  The  foil  is  in  general  a 
black  moor — with  the  general  diiUnction  of 
good  and  bad,  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  channclly  gravel  in  it;  which 
abounds  fo  much  in  fome  fpots,  as  to  ren- 
der them  quite  barren.  The  culture  pur- 
fued 


*  The  houfe  is  almoft  new  built,  of  a  ftone 
from  the  duke  of  Norfolk's  quarry,  the  v.-hitcnels 
of  which  is  uncommonly  beautiful.  The  build- 
ing has  three  handle:  1  x  fronts,  one  of  them  to 
the  river.  The  Ionic  colonnade  againft  the  cen- 
tre is  pleafmg;  the  pillars  remarkably  light,  A 
winding  vale  is  marked  out  to  be  floated  with 
water,  which  when  executed  will  be  fine, 
Ec  4 
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fued,  has  been  to  pare  and  burn  the  foil 
firft,  with  all  the  trumpety  on  it,  and  to 
fow  turnips  ;  which  are  hand-hoed.  The 
crop  generally  but  a  poor  one.  A  fecond 
is  then  taken,  which  rifes  in  value  from 
40  s.  to  3/.  an  acre.  After  them  barley  or 
oats  are  fown,  and  then  turnips  again; 
after  this  crop  of  turnips  another  of  fpring 
corn,  and  then  laid  down  with  that  by  fow- 
ing  ray-grafs  and  clover.  This  courfe  of 
huibandry  is  found  to  kill  all  the  ling,  fern, 
&c.  Some  pieces  have  been  laid  to  grafs 
much  earlier  in  the  courfe,  and  the  lbig 
has  come  again. 

Thereader  will  doubtlefs  obferve,  that  this 
is  partly  the'moor  hufbandry  of  the  north 
and  weft  of  Tbrk/bire,  &c.  but  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  add,  that  keeping  the  land 
fo  long  in  tillage  is  quite  unneceffary,  and 
even  hurtful  to  the  future  grafs  :  the  ling 
coming  again  is  totally  for  want  of  lime. 
Paring  and  burning  give  it  a  great  check, 
but limequitcdeftroys  every  root.  Through^ 
out  the  improved  moors  in  the  north,  they 
throw  in,  with  the  afties  of  the  paring, 
from  2  to  5  chaldrons  an  acre  of  lime, 
fpread  the  whole  together  and  fow  turnips, 
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feed  thofe  turnips  on  the  laud,  anil  with 
the  oats  that  follow,  fow  the  grafs  feeds, 
[not  ray-grafs  and  clover)  plenty  of  hay 
feeds,  and  10  or  izlb,  of  white  clover,  with 
6  or  8  of  rib  grafs.  And  no  ling  will 
again  appear;  if  it  fliould  accidentally  come 
in  patches,  a  frefh  drclfing  of  litnc  is  infal- 
lible death  to  it.  The  farmers,  it  is  true, 
will  take  fevcral  crops  of  oats  running ;  hut 
that  is  not  by  way  of  deftroying  the  ling, 
but  for  the  hrgcncfsof  the  product.  That 
lime  in  this  fyilcm  is  nccellary,  is  beft  feen 
in  the  improvements  of  the  Peak,  where 
they  totally,  and  at  once  dcltroy  the  tliickefl 
crops  of  ling,  by  one  liming;  and  without 
any  paring,  burning,  or  ploughing.  Hail 
I  any  moors  to  improve  like  Clumber  P.irit 
I  would  go  twenty  miles  for  lime  rather 
than  attempt  lb  complex  a  method  as  many 
fuccefiive  tillage  crops. 

The  Duke  hM  the  largell  farm-yard 
in  the  county ;  the  hog-houfes  arc  very 
convenient,  in  emptying  the  wafh,  grains, 
&c.  directly  out  of  the  ciflerns  through  the 
wall  into  the  troughs.— The  plenty  of  dung 
in  the  yard,  was  alfo  an  indication  of  good 
management — it  would  be  more  fo,  If  the 
wheat 
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wheat  ftubbles  were  all  cut  and  carried  into 
jt — and  I  fhould  apprehend  the  park  would 
afford  plenty  of  fern  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
The  cow-houfe  contains  31  {tails  in  a  line* 
and  if  the  cart-lodge  behind  was  ufed  for  a 
food  filed,  with  holes  through  the  wall  to 
the  head  of  each  bealt,  it  would  be  an  ad- 
mirable fatting  houfc.  One  circumftance  I 
fhall  beg  leave  to  recommend,  which  is  to 
ftop  the  urine  from  all  the  houfes  and  yard, 
and  the  flaughter-houfe  blood,  from  run- 
ning into  the  river.  Considering  the  great 
quantity  of  cattle  kept  here,  it  is  a  mode- 
rate computation  to  fuppofe  it  fuiHcient, 
with  a  little  management  of  throwing  it  on 
to  an  earth  compoft,  to  manure  50  aci 
of  land  every  year.  * 


*  Thoresbv,  the  duke  of  King/Ion's,  joins 
Clumber.  The  water,  which  is  deligned  10  re- 
prefcnt  a  large  river,  is  very  fine ;  the  length 
and  breadth  great.  And  the  lawns,  which  hang 
to  the  houfc  in  varied  flopes,  and  crowned  with 
thick  woods,  are  very  beautiful,  His  grace  is 
building  a  new    houfe a  large    handfome 


teres 
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edifice. 
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The  county  of  Nottingham  confifts  prin- 
cipally of  light  fandy  land,  called  here, 
foreji  land,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  old 
foreft  of  Sbtrewood.  There  are  fome  tra&s 
of  heavier  foils,  which  are  in  an  improved 
culture,  but  the  quantity  is  fmall  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  fands,  which  are  almoft  un- 
cultivated. 

The  management  of  the  common  farm- 
ers is  very  incomplete.  Moft  of  them  have 
large  tracts  of  foreft  land  at  command,  of 
which  none  make  any  other  ufe  than  to 
keep  a  few  iheep.  If  they  plough  up  any 
of  it,  they  take  as  many  fucceffive  crops  of 
corn  as  the  land  will  bear,  till  at  laft  they 
fcarcely  get  their  feed  again ;  of  which  I 
have  fcen  more  inftanccs  than  one,  then 
they  leave  \t  either  to  turf  itfelf — or  perhaps 
the  beft  of  them  throw  in  a  little  clover 
and  ray-grafs  ;  with  what  fuccefs  may  be 
eafily  imagined. 

Many  farms  have  large  traces  of  low 
lands  along  the  brooks,  which  are  intended 
by  nature  for  rich  meadows,  but  they  are 
kept  in  fo  flovenly  a  manner,  that  they 
hardly  deferve  the  name  of  grafs  fields  :  all 
over-run  with  nifties,  flags,  ant-hills,  and 
poifoned  with  water, 

a  I  mall 
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I  fhall  venture  to  recommend  to  both 
landlords  and  tenants  to  be  ftrenuous  in  in- 
troducing a  better  fyftem :  it  depends  much 
on  the  firft  ;  for  the  old  farmers,  that  have 
been  long  ufed  to  crops  of  ling  in  their  fo- 
reft,  and  rulhes  in  their  meadows,  will  take 
at  leaft  half  a  century  to  be  convinced, 
that  corn  fhould  occupy  the  place  of  one, 
and  that  grafs  fhould  fuperfede  the  other. 
The  proper  method  would  therefore  be  to 
fix  fome  fenfible  farmers,  from  more  en- 
lightened countries,  on  thefe  ill-managed 
farms ;  men  that  would  ihew  what  could  be 
clone  with  the  land. 

The  fandy  fields,  however  wild  and  de- 
folate  they  may  appear  at  prefent,  are  alt 
capable  of  being  conducted  on  the  Norfolk 
plan  of  common  hufbandry  :  that  is,  they 
Ihould  be  manured  with  good  marie,  if  it 
can  be  found  ;  and,  if  not,  then  with  clay. 
Marie  may  perhaps  not  be  found,  though 
no  farmer  in  the  county  has  tried  for  ii ; 
clay  can  undoubtedly  be  had.  After  the 
manuring,  a  good  farmer  would  follow  this 
eourfe: 

i.  Turnips.  2.  Barley.  3.  Clover,  and 
clover  and  ray-grafs  for  2,  3,  4,  or  j  years. 
4.  Wheat,  or  oats. 

There 
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There  are  fome  fands  that  will  not  lie  to 
clover  above  two  years,  without  tilling  the 
land  with  weeds ;  but  this  is  oftener  the 
effect  of  bad  hufbandry,  than  anyquahiy  of 
the  foil.  In  very  light  lands,  I  am  \kt~ 
fuaded,  it  is  good  management  to  leave  the 
grafs  on  the  land,  as  long  as  it  will  remain 
a  crop  ;  for  the  greatcft  fault  of  fuch  land  is 
its  looienefs,  and  the  roots  of  the  grafs  mat- 
ting, during  feveral  years,  gives  it  an  ad- 
hcfion,  which  it  would  otherwile  never  have. 
The  grafs  fhould  be  fed  with  flock  ihccp, 
and  thofe  folded  the  year  through,  winter 
as  well  as  fummer,  which  is  one  of  the 
greateft  improvements  to  land  in  the  world, 
and  of  which  the  farmers  of  this  country  arc 
totally  ignorant. 

The  turnips  fhould  all  be  fed  on  the  land  ( 
a  part  proportioned  to  the  flock  of  fhecp 
ihould  be  affigncd  for  their  winter  food, 
and  the  reft  ufed  in  fatting  little  Scotch  cattle 
on  the  land.  In  many  inlbiu.es,  it  is  better 
to  draw  turnips  for  this  ufc ;  but  fuch 
light  fands  are  greatly  improved  by  treading 
alone.  In  fome  parts  of  Nor/oik,  they  get 
rather  better  barley  after  black  cattle,  than 
after  flicep :  but  let  it  always  be  remem- 
bered, that  turnips,  if  fed  on  the  land,  mutt 
4  be 
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be  eaten  by  different  forts  of  cattle,  unlefs 
the  ftock  is  lean  fheep  :  the  flock  mull  al-* 
ways  follow  fatting  bullocks,  or  fatting 
flieep,  to  eat  up  their  leavings. 

Upon  this  fyftem,  the  land  would  always 
be  fure  of  yielding  a  good  crop  of  barley; 
but  a  fecond  upon  it,  or  one  of  oats  or  peafc, 
ihould  never  be  taken.  Such  ftolen  crops 
are  always  pernicious  to  weak  lands  :  to 
fay  that  the  turnips  ftiould  be  hoed,  is  furely 
needlefs.  The  above  iketch  is  fuch  as  a 
good  common  farmer  would  of  himfelf  ex- 
ecute ;  but  a  gentleman,  with  more  in- 
formed ideas,  might  advance  the  land  to  a 
much  greater  profit,  with  the  afiiftance  of 
carrots  and  potatoes.  The  preceding  mi- 
nutes mew  plainly,  that  thofe  vegetables 
will  do  extremely  well  on  thefe  fands.  It 
would  be  a  wonderful  improvement,  if  thefe 
crops  were  totally  fubftituted  in  the  room  of 
turnips  :  they  would  together  anfwer  every 
purpofe  that  ever  that  root  was  applied  to, 
but  with  much  greater  fuccefs.  Sheep, 
through  the  fpring,  quite  to  May ;  oxen, 
cows,  fwine,  and  horfes,  iuftead  of  oats : 
all  thefe  are  ufes,  for  which  carrots  are  in- 
comparable, and  many  of  them,  for  which 
turnips  will  do  nothing.  Potatoes  will  keep 
cows 
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cows  through  the  winter,  and  fatten  fwine. 
The  large  produce  of  thefe  crops  would  en- 
able the  farmer  to  keep  fo  much  live  flock, 
that  the  land  would  receive  amazing  im- 
provement from  the  quantity  of  dung. 

Gentlemen,  that  try  carrots,  have  not 
acted  with  fpirit :  they  fow  an  acre,  and,  if 
they  extend  it  to  three,  they  plume  them- 
felves  on  doing  great  things :  but  a  plant, 
that  cannot  be  introduced  into  the  courfe  of 
a  whole  farm,  fo  as  to  occupy  a  fourth  or 
fifth  of  the  arable  land,  is  nearly  worthlefs. 
Carrots  and  potatoes  may  undoubtedly  be 
cultivated  to  any  extent ;  becaufe  they  do 
not  require  to  be  fold  off  the  farm;  hut  arc 
confumablc  by  live  flock  :  all  which  crops 
may  profitably  be  encreafed  without  end. 

The  tracts  of  good  land  on  the  rivulets, 
called  here  meadows,  would,  under  inch  a 
farmer,  deferve  that  name ;  if  the  ditches, 
which  divide  them,  wcrecleani'ed,  enlarged 
and  deepened,  and  covered  drains  laid  into 
them,  in  number  fufficient  for  rendering  the 
land  perfectly  dry  and  found  ;  the  ant-hills 
all  cut  off,  all  inequalities  levelled,  and 
many  fields  laid  under  water  in  winter. 
Farmers  may  not  be  induced  to  practife 
fuch  improvements ;   but  gentlemen  have 
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no  excufe  for  not  executing  them.  Thofe 
lands,  now  let  at  I  o  s.  or  12  s.  an  acre,  would 
at  once  bring  20J.;  a  rife,  far  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  for  paying  the  intercft  of  the  fums 
employed,  and  leaving  treble  the  profit  of 
any  other  application  of  the  money.  Such 
iiiprnvements  here  would  have  a  peculiar 
value:  thefe  meadows  join  the  faiid  lands 
through  many  very  extenfive  trails  of  coun- 
try ;  lo  that  they  would  be  at  hand  to  fup- 
port  that  flock  in  fummer,  which  the  tur- 
nips, carrots,  and  potatoes,  carried  in  the 
■winter.  For  want  of  fuch  meadows,  the 
great  Norfolk  farmers  are  forced  to  hin 
marines,  though  at  the  diftanceof  20  or  3 
miles  from  their  farms. 

Thcfe  improvements  are  not  ideal :  they 
might  be  executed  at  an  expence  very 
fnall,  on  companion  with  the  benefit  re- 
funding from  them  :  but  little  time  would 
be  requrfitefrom  the  beginning  to  the  com- 
pletion ;  and  the  profit  would,  in  every  in— 
fiance,  be  certain,  not  dependant  on  con- 
tingencies, the  caprice  of  farmers,  or  the 
chance  of  leafons.  It  is,  in  all  fitch  undertak- 
ings, the  wife  ordination  of  providence,  that 
a  Spirited  induftry  fliould  command  fucceis 
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LETTER     IX. 


F"1  R O M  Nott'mghamflnre  I  entered  Lin- 
colnfilre,  by  Dunham-Ferry ,  acrofs  the 
"Trent.  On  the  Lincoln  fide  the  river,  the 
foil  is  fandy,  but  very  good :  lets  for  17/. 
an  acre  on  an  average.  The  crops  of  wheat 
produce  three  quarters  per  acre,  barley  live, 
oats  fix,  and  clover  that  yields  four  tons  at 
the  two  cuttings.  It  is  certainly  excellent 
clover  land;  for  the  wild  trefoile,  and 
white  clover,  in  the  road,  is  more  luxuriant 
than  any  fuch  I  remember  to  have  feen ; 
and  yet  rrioft  of  the  paftures  are  over-run,  to 
great  excefs,  with  the  holchus  grafs,  which 
is  a  mere  weed.  The  foil  is  various  from 
hence  to  Lincoln,  but  in  general  pretty  good : 
Jets  at  10  j. 

At  Boothani)  near  that  city,  is  a  black 
fand  on  gravel,  and  a  fbrong  gravel.  Alfo 
fome  black  moory  bog,  6  to  1 8  inches  deep, 
and  then  land;  and  likewife  fome  low  fen 
and,  as  it  is  called  here,  from  5  to  20  feet 
deep :   this  is  a  true  bog. 

Vol..  I.  F  f  Farms 
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Farms  rife  from  20/.  to  100/.  a  year ;  ge- 
nerally about  40  /•  Rents,  on  an  average, 
are  at  10  s.  an  acre.  Their  courfes  are,  on 
lands, 

i.  Turnips. — 2.  Barley.— 3,  Rye, 
Alfo,  1.  Turnips, — 2.  Barley.     And, 

1.  Turnips  3.  Rye 

2.  Barley  4.  Peafe. 

All  which  are  execrable.  Sometimes  they 
fow  a  little  clover,  and  on  that  get  indiffe- 
rent crops  of  wheat ;  but  the  pra&ice  is  not 
at  all  common  :  the  crop  is  not  above  two 
quarters.  For  rye,  they  plough  twice,  fow 
two  bufhels  an  acre,  and  get  three  quarters 
on  an  average :  they  likewife  plough  but 
once  for  barley,  fow  three  bufhels  an  acre, 
and  get  three  quarters  in  return.  For  oats, 
they  plough  but  once,  fow  four  bufliels,  and 
reckon  the  average  produce  at  4  4-  quarters. 

They  give  but  one  earth  for  peafe,  fow 
three  bufhels,  and  gain  in  return  three 
quarters. 

For  turnips,  they  ftir  three  or  four  times, 
never  hand-hoe  them :  eat  them  all  with 
fheep.  The  crop  from  25  s.  to  50  s. ;  ave- 
rage 3  5  .r. 

Whenever  they  fow  clover,  they  mow  it 

twice 
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twice  for  hay,  and  get  three  tons  an  acre 
at  the  two  cuttings  :  they  keep  it  but  one 
year  on  the  ground,  and  then  harrow  in 
wheat.  This  clover  hufbandry  is  rather  too 
good  for  the  Boot/jam  farmers ;  and  we 
accordingly  find  it  extremely  rare ;  and  it 
bids  fair  for  being  quite  omitted,  as  they 
think  it  does  their  land  much  harm,  in  fil- 
ling it  with  twitch  ;  but  let  them  remember 
their  turnips  unhoed,  and  two  crops  of  white 
corn  running. 

Potatoes  they  fomctimes  cultivate  ;  plant 
them  in  rows  one  foot  afundcr.  An  acre 
fometimes  is  worth  15/. 

They  have  fcarcely  any  Idea  of  improv- 
ing their  poor  moory  foils ;  and,  not  con- 
tent with  their  own  fupinenefs,  they  attempt 
to  ridicule  thofe  who  have  more  fpirit.  Mr. 
Luddmgton  improved  20  acres  by  paring 
and  burning,  and  then  dunging  for  turnips; 
after  which  hefowedrye,andhad4:  quarters 
per&vcc ;  with  which  he  laid  down  to  natu- 
ral grafies,  and  it  has  been  a  good  fwarth 
ever  fince.  This  is  their  own  account :  it 
proves  Mr.  Luddingten  to  have  been  a  wetj 
good  farmer  ;  but  they  allured  me  be  WM 
a  very  bad  one,  and  never  warie  than  when 
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he  thought  of  improving  land  which  they 
did  not  value  enough  to  cultivate.  I  afked 
them,  if  the  grqfs  was  good  ?  They  replied, 
Yes.  Why  not  improve  more,  then  ?  It  won't 
do,  Sir  :  it  coft  him  a  power  of  money : 
gentlemen  may  do  any  thing ;  but  a  far- 
mer's purfe  is  not  fo  long. — Which  would 
be  their  anfwer  to  an  improvement,  wherein 
5/.  paid  500/. 

As  to  their  manuring,  it  is  very  inconfi- 
derable,  and  the  practice  is  rather  declining; 
for  they  ufed  to  lime,  but  have  now  left  it 
off,  not  becaufe  they  found  it  did  not  an- 
fwer, but,  one  would  think,  becaufe  it  did. 
Mr.  Greet  ham,  of  this  place,  ten  years  ago 
burnt  lime,  and  laid  four  or  five  chaldron 
per  acre  in  one  place ;  lefs  in  another ;  in  a 
third,  he  mixed  dung  and   lime  together. 
The  refult  was,  that  the  large  quantity  of 
lime  alone  beat  all  the  reft ;  in  particular, 
it  completely  killed  all  the  weeds,  and  did 
io  much  benefit,  that  he  now  fees,  in  every 
crop,  to  a  foot,  where  he  laid  it.     Farmers 
feldom  try  experiments ;  but,  when   they 
do,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  they  give  great 
attention  to  them,  and  mark  well  the  coft- 
fequences,  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  fu- 
ture. 
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ture.  Mr.  Greetham,  you  may  fuppole, 
has  made  good  advantage  of  his  difcovery, 
and  continued  the  pra&ice  :  juft  the  revcrfc; 
not  a  chaldron  has  been  ever  ufed  in  th» 
parifh  fince. 

They  keep  fhecp  ;  but  never  fold  them. 

Some  farmers  buy  Lincoln  {table  manure 
at  1  j.  a  load,  and  lay  15  to  an  acre. 

Their  meadows  confift  of  fen  land,  full 
of  flags;  but  no  draining  thought  of.  1 
afked  why  they  did  not  drain  their  mea- 
dows.—No,  they  faid,  that  would  not  do ; 
for  flags  made  excellent  cow-hay. 

They  find  it  fometimes  neceflary  to  lay 
land  down  to  grafs :  they  ufed  to  fow  fome 
clover  and  ray-grafs  with  the  laft  crop  of 
corn,  after  the  land  had  yielded  two  or  three: 
but  this  they  have  left  off.  So !  I  am  glad 
to  find  you  are  fuch  good  farmers.  Then. 
I  fuppofe,  you  fow  white  clover  and  trefoile 
inftead  of  it  ? — Alack-a-dayy  Sir,  we  fow 
nought  at  all :  we  leave  the  rye  jiubbles  to 
turf t hemfehes  :  feeds  would  do  no  Jeruice  at 
all,  Sir. 

Good   grafs  land  lets   at  zos.  an   acre: 

they  generally  mow  it  all  for  hay;  but  an 

acre  and  half  would  carry  a  cow  through 

Ff3     '  the 
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the  fummer.  Their  breed  of  cattle  is  be- 
tween the  long  and  fhort-horned.  A  mid- 
dling cow  will  give  two  gallons  of  milk  at 
a  meal,  and  in  total  produd  4/.  They 
know  nothing  of  keeping  fwine  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  dairies;  have  not  above  two 
or  three  pigs  to  ten  cows. 

The  winter  food  is  in  the  meadows  alone* 
except  at  calving,  and  then  they  give  them 
fome  hay. 

Swine  fatten  to  20  ftone. 

Their  flocks  of  fheep  rife  to  200 :  the 
profit  is  very  low  :  they  reckon  the  lamb  at 
5  s.  and  the  wool  at  is.  6d.  but  they  keep 
them  in  winter  on  the  common  alone; 
their  fleeces  2 1  or  3  lb. 

In  their  tillage,  they  reckon  four  horfes 
neceflary  to  50  acres  of  ploughed  ground, 
ufe  two  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre,  or  an 
acre  and  a  half  in  a  day :  the  depth  three  or 
four  inches  :  the  price  per  acre  41.  or  $s. 

They  know  nothing  of  cutting  draw  into 
chaff. 

Oxen  they  once  ufed,  but  have  now  left 
them  off.  They  do  not  plough  their  ftub- 
bles  till  Lady-day :  a  pra&ice  which,  united 
with  the  following  one  of  not  hoeing  their 

turnips 
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turnips,  and  then  taking  two  three  crops  of 
corn  on  the  credit  of 'fitch  a,  fallow,  are  alone 
fufficientto  give  an  idea  of  their  husbandry. 

In  the  flocking  farms,  they  reckon  400/. 
neceflary  for  one  of  100/.  a  year. 

Land  fells  at  30  years  purchafe. 

Tythes  compounded,  is.  or  3/.  in  the 
pound.  Poor  rates  3/.  in  the  pound.  At 
Lincoln  they  are  zs.6d.  The  employment 
of  the  women,  &c.  fpinning:  all  drink  tea. 

There  are  no  leafes. 

LABOUR. 
In  harveft,  js.  a  week  and  board. 
Iu  hay-time,  ditto. 
In  winter,  41.  6d. 
Reaping  an  acre  of  wheat,  4/. 
Mowing  barley  or  oats,  is.^d. 

1 grafs,    is.  hd. 

Hedging,  plaining,  and  ditching, 

rood. 
Thrafhing  wheat,  I  s.  6d.  to  u.  8  (/.a  quarter. 
—      ■—  ■  -barley,   1  /.  dd.  ditto. 

oats,   1  s. 

pcafc,  1  x. 

Head-man's  wages,  9/.  10/. 
Next  ditto,  8/.  ioj. 
A  lad,  3/.  to  7/. 


Ff4 


Mud's 
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Maid's,  3/.  to  4/. 

Women  a  day  in  harveft  and  hay-time,  8  d% 

The  rife  of  labour  in  20  years,  a  third. 

IMPLEMENTS, 

A  waggon,  15/. 
A  cart,  nl. 
A  plough,  1 5  s. 
Laying  a  {hare,  Bd. 

»   ■ — coulter,  6*/, 
Shoeing,  is.  44/. 

PROVISIONS. 

Bread,        -     •-         1  d.  per  pound, 
Cheefe,  3  ditto. 

Butter,  6 

Beef,        ~       -         3i 
Mutton,       -       ~       3^ 
Veal,         -         -       3 
Pork,         -         -        3 
Bacon,         -        -     6 
Milk,        -        -         o id. per  pint. 
Potatoes,  4       per  peck. 

Candles,       -    .  -       6 1      per  lb% 
Soap,         -        -       6 1 
Labourers  houfe-rent,  30  j. 

• Firing,  13  s, 

■—  Tools,  5/, 


■w* 
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BUILDING. 
Bricks,   10  j.  a  thoufand. 
Flat  tiles,  28/. 
Oak  timber,   is.  4</.  to  I/.  6d.  a  foot. 
Alh  ditto,  1  s.  4'/. 
Elm  ditto,   is.  2d. 
Soft  woods,   1  /. 
A  carpenter  and  mafon,  If.  $d.  a  day,  and 

beer. 
A  tbatcher,   1  s,  6  d. 

The  preceding  hufbandry  is  different 
from  that  of  the  higher  land  :  more  on  the 
heath,    they  have  many  variations. 

At  Can-tvieky  farms  rife  from  20/.  to  100/. 
The  foil  is  a  thin  hazel  lomi,  on  a  lime- 
ftone,  from  three  to  feven  inches  deep  :  the 
open  fields  let  at  zs.  bd.  an  acre  :  the  in- 
clofures  from  6s.  8d.  to  oj. 
Their  courfes  are, 

1.  Turnips.  2.  Barley.  3.  Pcafe,  tares, 
or  oats. 

Alfoy 

l.  Turnips. — 2.  Barley. — 3.  Wheat. 

And, 

1.  Turnips  3.  Qover 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat. 
Ltkewiff) 

j.  Fallow. — 2.  Wheat. — 3.  Barley. 
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They  plough  four  times  for  wheat,  in 
the  open  fields,  but  only  once  or  twice  in 
the  inclofures  :  fow  ten  pecks,  and  get  two 
quarters  three  bufhels  in  the  firft,  and  3  \p*r 
quarter  in  the  latter.  Rye  they  fow  only  in 
the  open  fields,  plough  four  time*  for  it* 
fow  two  bufhels  an  acre,  and  reap  20  in  re* 
turn.  For  barley,  on  a  fallow,  in  open 
$elds,  they  plough  four  times  ;  but  on  tur- 
nips, in  inclofures,  only  once.  Sow  four 
bufhels  an  acre,  and  get  three  quarters  in 
{he  field  land,  and  4  t  in  the  inclofures. 

For  oats  they  plough  but  once,  fow  four 
bufhels  an  acre  in  the  open  land,  and  five  in 
the  inclofed :  the  firft  crop  two  quarters, 
the  latter  4  J,  In  the  fens,  they  get  1 1  or 
12  quarters. 

They  ftir  but  once  fbr  peafe,  fow  three 
bufhels  :  the  crop  1  quarter  and  a  half,  in 
the  open,  and  two  in  the  inclofed:  they 

feldom  do  well  in  either. 

For  turnips,  they  plough  three  or  four 
times ;  fome  few  are  hoed  :  they  arc  all 
ufed  for  feeding  fheep.  The  average  value 
in   the  open   fields,  zos.;    in  the  inclofed, 

40  s. 

Clover 
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Clover  they  mow  twice  for  hay  :  in  the 
fields  it  yields  two  loads  of  hay  an  acre;  in 
the  inclofures  three. 

Much  fainfoine  is  fown  on  their  thin 
lime-done  lands,  with  barley,  after  turnips : 
fix  bufhels  of  feed  an  acre.  It  lafts  in  good 
perfection  20  years,  if  the  land  is  flony; 
but  they  do  not  approve  it  for  fands :  on 
fuch  it  will  not  laft  above  ten  years.  Even 
if  thefandis  on  lime-ftone,  if  it  is  18  inches 
to  the  rock,  it  will  fometimes  laft  not  above 
four  or  five  years.  They  almoft  all  mow  it 
for  hay,  and  generally,  on  proper  foils, 
get  two  tons  an  acre,  and  an  after-graft 
worth  6s.  or  yt.  an  acre.  It  is  fo  great  an 
improvement,  and  one,  of  which  the  far- 
mers have  fo  good  an  opinion,  that  any 
landlord  can  let  fainfoine  on  an  18  years  leafc, 
at  1  /.  an  acre,  and  that  on  land  once  at 
2  s .  bd.  an  acre.  I  was  afTured  that,  at 
Wajhingbarough,  there  are  four  acres  that 
yield  live  or  fix  loads  an  acre.  They  ufe 
the  cddilh  for  feeding  fheep,  cows>  horfes, 
£:c. 

They  are  attentive  here  to  the  benefit  of 
fplding   their  fheep,  and  reckon  the  latter 
$ad  of  tber  year  the  bell  feafon  for  it ;  one 
night, 
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night,  at  Michaelmas*  they  think  as  good  as 
two  in  May.  Lime  has  been  tried  more 
than  once ;  but  it  will  do  little  good :  they 
have  a  method  of  difcovcring,  whether 
lime  be  the  proper  fort  for  manuring,  which 
well  deferves  noting.  When  dropt  in  water, 
if  it  comes  out  foft  and  greafy,  it  is  good  ; 
if  gritty,  the  contrary.  Many  farmers  pare 
and  burn  their  old  heath  land,  and  fow  tur- 
nips :  they  find  it  an  excellent  way  of 
breaking  up,  and  enfures  a  very  great  crop 
of  turnips.  The  price  for  paring,  burning' 
&c.  is  i  /.  an  acre.  They  chop  their  ftub- 
bles  for  litter,  and  ftack  their  hay  at  home. 

When  they  lay  down  land  to  grafs,  they 
do  it  well,  with  various  feeds  ;  but  trefoile 
they  find  to  be  beft  of  all :  theyobferve  that, 
when  fed,  it  will  keep  more  flock  than  any 
other  fort.  The  beft  grafs  land  lets  at  20;. 
An  acre :  they  either  mow  it,  or  feed  it  with 
cows:  an  acre  and  a  half  will  carry  one 
through  the  fummer.  They  give  from  four 
to  eight  pounds  of  butter  a  week. 

Flocks  of  fheep  rife  to  500  :  the  profit 
they  reckon  only  6  s.  8//.  a  head  ;  that  is, 
lamb,  5 j.  and  wool,  is.  8</.  and  yet  they 
give  them  turnips  or  hay  in  the  winter. 
4 
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In  their  tillage,  12  horfes  they  think 
ncceflary  for  an  hundred  acres  of  arable 
land  :  they  ufe  two  in  a  plough,  and  do  an 
acre  a  day  :  the  depth  four  inches,  and  the 
price  per  acre  4/.  Oxen  they  have  laid 
afide  :  fome  farmers  think  two  horfes  alone 
are  better  than  four  oxen  and  two  horfes ; 
but  this  is  prepofterous  :  they  do  not  break 
up  their  ftubbles  till  Lady-day. 

In  hiring  and  flocking,  they  reckon  500/. 
or  600/.  neceflary  for  a  heath  farm  of  300 
acres. 

Heath-land  fells  from  30  to  40  years  pur- 
chafe.  Inclofures  arc  tythe  free ;  but  open 
lands  compounded:  wheat  pays  $s.  6*/. 
barley  is.  6d.  oats  2/. 

Poor  rates  3/.  in  the  pound  :  20  years 
ago  they  were  not  zs.  The  employment 
of  the  women,  &c.  fpinning  Jerfiys.  All 
drink  tea. 

No  lcafes  granted. 

A  gentleman  at  Lincoln  favoured  me  with 
the  following  calculation  of  a  poor  family'* 
expences  per  annum,  according  to  the  price* 
of  that  county.  A  man,  his  wife,  and  two 
children. 

1  Quarter 
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i  Quarter  of  wheat*  >-        £.  2    8     a 

2  Quarters  of  rye,  -  3  12  o 
Fuel,  -  -  o  13  o 
Candles  and  foap,  -»  080 
Furniture,  -  -  -  o  10  o 
Working  tools,  -  050 
Rent,  -  -  -160 
The  man,  a  coat,  waiftcoat,  and 

breeches,  -  ■  -         120 

3  Pair  of  ftockings  and  a  hat,  030 
3  Shirts,  -  *  -  -  0100 
2  Pair  of  fhoes,  -  080 
Wife  and  two  children  cloathing,  460 
Butchers  meat,  and  other  pro- 

Tifions,        -        -        -  6  17     o 

Total,        -        -  22     8 


He  receives  for  52  weeks,  at  7  J,  18     4     a 
His  wife  earns,        -  -  540 


\ 


Total  received,        -  23     8     o 

Total  expences,  -        22     8      o 


How  far  this  account  is  applicable   pe- 
culiarly to  Linccfajhire,  I  am  not  able  to  fay : 

a  but 
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but  I  apprehend,  in  general,  that  fuch  a 
family  cannot  eat  fo  large  a  quantity  of 
wheat  and  rye.  The  ftockings  and  hat  arc 
much  under  laid  :  but  fomething  ought  to 
be  reckoned  for  the  earni  ngs  of  t  he  two  chil- 
dren; for,  in  the  average  of  fuch  families, 
both  could  not  be  too  young  to  earn  fome- 
thing  *. 

I  From  Lincoln,  I  took  the  road  northward 

over  the  heath,  as  far  as  Summtr-Cajtk,  the 
feat  of  Sir  Cecil  Wrayy  who  has  made  fevc- 
ral  rery  ufeful  experiments  in  hufbandry. 
His  farm  is  a  large  one :  it  confifls  of  the 
following  particulars. 

750  Acres  in  all 

I     £.200  Rent 
1 1  Acres  of  wheat 
5  Barley 
50  Oats 
30  Peafe 


10  Acresof turnips 
8  Horfes 
6  Cows 

1 5  Young  cattle 
300  Sheep 
6  Labourers. 

His 


*  I  know  of  nothings:  Lin.  tin  worth  a  Gran- 
ger's attention,  buttneMinftcr,  which  is  a  very 
fine  building :  it  is  remarkably  light,  and  the  or- 
naments very  neat,  and  well  executed.  It  is  a 
more  pleafing  edifice,  and  of  better  proportions, 
than  that  at  Terk. 
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His  bed  tillage  land  he  generally  divided 
into  fix  fields  for  the  following  courfe  s 
i.  Turnips  4.  Wheat 

2.  Turnips  5.  Peafe. 

3.  Barley 

His  foil  is  ail  a  loam  on  lime-ftone ;  both . 
clayey,  and  alfo  a  fandy  loam.     The  firft 
crop  of  turnips  is  worth  40 s.  an  acre  ;  the 
fecond  50 s.  1  he  barley  yields  5  quarters  per 
acre,  the  wheat  2  ^  quarters,  and  the  peafe  24 

Experiment^  No.  t. 

A  field  was  fown  part  with  common,  and 
part  with  the  Guernfcy  fpring  wheat :  the  lat- 
ter did  better  on  this  land  than  the  common 
fort.  He  fows  it  in  April.  I  viewed  an-* 
other  field  of  it,  and  its  appearance  was  un- 
doubtedly better  than  that  fown  in  autumn* 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  has  taken  the  proper  ad- 
vantage of  his  foil,  to  cultivate  fainfoine, 
on  which  grafs  he  has  formed  feveral  im- 
portant experiments. 

He  finds,  that  it  will  not  do  on  a  fandy 
foil :  it  requires  a  better  and  ftronger  fur-* 
face,  fuch  as  we  more  commonly  find  on 
lime-ftone  quarries,  viz.  a  loam,  fomething 
inclinable  to  clay,  or,  at  leaft,  a  (hattered 
ftoney  land,  which  is  generally  better  than 

lands 
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fands  on  quarries.  The  goodnefs  of  the 
crop,  he  has  found  ever  to  depend  on  the 
richnefs  of  the  furface,  and  not  at  all  on  the 
nature  of  the  (lone  under  it. 

Experiment r  No.  2. 
A  field  was  fown  with  this  grafs,  in 
which  there  is  a  great  variation  in  the  depth 
of  the  foil :  It  is  a  loamy  fand;  atone  place 
from  two  to  three  feet  deep;  but,  in  the 
reft  of  the  field,  not  more  than  18  inches. 
From  the  firft  year,  the  crop  has  been  con- 
fiderably  better  in  that  deep  part,  than  in 
any  other  of  the  field.  This  is  a  ftrong 
proof,  that  depth  of  full,  provided  it  be 
rich,  dry,  and  on  a  ftratum  of  rock,  i3  no 
objection  in  the  culture  of  fainfoine :  thfe 
contrary  idea  therefore,  which  is  in  many 
plates  common,  ts  evidently  a  mlftake. 
Experiment,  No.  3. 

Six  acres  fown  with  whe.it  and  turnips 
on  a  dry,  good  loamy  land  :  half  the  piece 
dunged  with  farm-yard  compoft;,  for  the 
turnips,  and  the  other  half  limed  for  the 
wheat.  The  turnips  failed:  the  who! 
therefore  fown  with  wheat;  and,  in  the 
fpring,  faiofbiac  feed  harrowed  in  over  the 

Vol.  I.  G  g  whole* 


',  fe- 
ll by 

i 
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whole.     The  part  limed  has  ever  fince 
veral  years,  been   belter  than   the  reft 
half  a  load  of  hay  an  acre. 

Experiment^  No.  4. 
In  the  fame  field  as  experiment. 
3,  one  land  was  fown  without  any 
and  that  particular  part  of  the  field,  though 
the  foil,  culture,  manure,  &c.  were  the 
fame,  has  ever  fince  been  worfe  than  any  of 
the  reft.  This  I  apprehend  to  be  owing  to 
the  weeds  coming  with  greater  force  there 
than  any  where  elfe.  The  enquiry  is  not. 
Whether  the  land  ihould  be  cropped  with 
grafs  alone  ;  that  is,  the  vegetable  you  wifh 
moft  to  poflefs ;  but  whether  you  fhall  mix 
with  it  an  annual  crop,  or  a  perennial  one. 
You  will,  if  no  corn  is  fown,  be  fure  to 
have  a  proportioned  crop  of  weed; 
great  numbers  perennial. 

Experiment)  No.  5. 
Two  pieces  of  fainfoine  were  fown,  the 
land  the  fame  ;  one  on  wheat,  after  lentils, 
and  the   other  with  barley,  after    turnips 
fed  on  the  land :  the  former  proved  mu 
the  beft  crop. 
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Experiment,  No.  6. 
A  trial  was  made  on  the  profit  of"  fain- 
foine,  on  heath  land  of  5/.  an  acre.  It 
was  cropped  with  turnips,  which  paid  their 
own  expencesi  The  next  year,  a  fecond 
crop  of„the  fame,  which  paid  20s.  an  acre 
profit.  It  was  then  limed  for  wheat,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  16  j.  an  acre;  the  produce  was  two 
quarters  and  a  half,  at  t  /.  Sainfoine  fown 
on  it  in  the  fpring»  which  has  fince  been  an 
exceeding  good  crop,  yielding  a  load  and 
half  of  hay  an  acre,  worth  30/.  a  load,  and 
nn  after-grafs  of  4/.  an  acre.  Would  let  for 
1  /.  an  acre,  as  long  as  the  grafs  lafts.  A 
flight  account  will  (hew  the  vaft  profit  of 
thus  improving  land  by  fainfoine. 
Firft  year,-— balanced. 

Second  ditto.  Profit  on  turnips,  £.  1     ©    • 
Third,  Wheat:  Expences, 
Seed,       -        -       o  12  o 


Ploughing  and    har- 

rowing, 

0 

6  0 

Reaping, 

0 

4  © 

Harvefting, 

0 

4  ° 

Thrafliing, 

0 

5  0 

Carrying,  &c. 

0 

5  0 

Carry  over, 


16  o  £.t     o    o 
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Brought  over/  JT.i  16  o  £.1     o     6 
Rent,    ,     -         -        050 
Lime,  -  o  16  o 


Total  expences,    2   170 

Produce,      -         500 

Profit,  3d  year  ■     2     3    O 

Profit  in  three  years,        -     3     3     o 

Thus,  by  gaining  an  annual  profit  of  a 
guinea  an  acre,  the  rent  of  the  land  is  qua- 
drupled J 

Experiment,  No.  7. 
•  Sir  Cecily  for  fome  years,  tried  how  far 
it  was  advifeable  to  manure  fiunfoine ;  he 
tried  it  with  yard  dung,  &c.  but  did  not 
find  it  to  anfwer.  For  two  yeara  together, 
he  carefully  fpread  all  his  coal  afhes  on  it, 
and  remarked  the  effe&  particularly;  but 
they  did  not  the  leaft  good.  This  manure 
is,  in  many  places,  reckoned  of  uncommon 
ufe  for  fainfoine,  and  fpread  on  it  at  a  con- 
fiderable  expence;  but,  from  this  trial,  it 
is  evident,  that  there  are  foils  which  form 
exceptions  to  the  rule. 

Experiment j  No.  8. 
Nine  years  ago,  Sir  Cecil  Wray  drilled 

three 
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three  acres  of  a  fandy  loam  a  foot  deep  on  a 
ftone  quarry,  the  rent  5/.  an  acre,  with 
lucerne:  the  rows  equally  diftant,  3  feet 
afunder.  It  was,  for  fevcral  years,  kept 
perfectly  clean  from  weeds,  hy  horfe  and 
hand-hoeing.  He  generally  cut  it  five  times 
in  a  fummer,  and  found  it  of  incomparable 
life  in  feeding  his  horfes.  He  attended  ac- 
curately to  the  number  maintained  every 
year,  and,  from  the  exacted  attention,  he 
determines,  that  it  kept  at  the  rate  of  three 
horfes  per  acre  fix.  months  in  the  year.  Af- 
terwards, in  extending  his  plantations,  this 
piece  came  in  turn  to  be  planted,  and  the 
firs  were  fet  about  it  pretty  thick,  after 
which  the  land  and  lucerne  were  left  wild. 
I  walked  among  the  trees  to  obferve  the  ef- 
fect, ant!  found  a  very  fine  thick  growth  io 
the  rows,  wherever  the  trees  did  not  abfo- 
lutely  join  over  it :  the  weeds,  though  many 
and  ftrongj  had  not  been  able  to  kill  it,  or 
even  tq  keep  it  down. 

I  Three  horfes  6  months,  at  zs.  t>d, 
each  per  week,  come  to,         £.q     00 
which   produce,  ftr  acre,  would  certainly 
anfwer  much  better  dun  any  other  the  land 
can  yield; 
Gg  3 
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Experiment^  No,  g. 
To  difcover  the  truth  of  various  aflertioni, 
concerning  cattle  not  eating  burner,  a  quan-r 
tity  of  the  feed  was  fown  fome  years  ago, 
among  various  other  grafs  feeds,  in  laying 
a  field  for  a  pafturc.  White  clover,  trefoile, 
and  fine  hay  feeds,  were  fown.  It  has  fince 
been  always  fed  by  fheep  and  other  cattle. 
The  burnet  came  up  well,  and  now  remains; 
but  the  fheep  are  undoubtedly  fond  enough 
of  it,  to  keep  it  down  as  low  as  the  other 
herbage.  Sir  Cecil  has  never  feen  it  left 
jnore  than  the  white  clover:  he  has  alio 
found,  in  other  trials,  that  they  are  fond 
burnet  hay. 

Experiment,  No.  io. 
In  forming  a  large  flope  near  the  caftlc, 
the  good  earth  was  all  removed,  and  tha^ 
left  a  mere  mattered  ftoney  furface,  with 
little  mold.  The  fpot  was  well  harrowed, 
and  fown  with  all  forts  of  grafs  feed  ;  and, 
among  the  reft,  with  burnet,  Not  a  blade 
but  that  graft  came  up,  or  is,  now  to  be  feen  : 
the  burnet  plants  are  now  fine,  and  fomc  of 
them  luxuriant;  but  quite  inhibited  with  bare 
furface,  fo  poor,  that  not  a  weed  is  to  be 
feen.    This  proves,  in  the  clftarcft  mam 


ncr, 
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that  a  crop  of  burnet  may  he  had  on  land, 
that  will,  literally  fpeaking,  produce  nothing 
die. 

Experiment^  No.  II, 
Sir  Cm/ has  formed  various  trial*  to  de- 
cide the  beft  fort  of  grafs  feeds  for  laying 
down  of  land.  He  is  convinced,  from  an 
experiment,  in  which  the  mode  was  varied, 
that  a  variety  of  feed  mould  he  fown,  if  the 
field  is  deligncd  for  pafture.  By  this  means, 
a  fucccfltou  of  graffes  is  gained,  which  fup- 
ply  the  cattle  all  fuminer :  whereas,  if  hut 
one  fort  is  lown,  it  will,  like  ray-grafs,  he 
in  perfection  but  at  one  feafon.  The  pro- 
l>ofed  improvements,  therefore,  of  gather- 
ing graflcs  by  hand,  can  be  of  ufe  only  in 
proportion  to  the  cleannefs  of  the  feeds  fo 
gained,  unlefs  they  arc  defigned  for  mow- 
ing ground,  in  which  cafe  that  circum- 
(laiue  is  rcverfed  ;  hut,  according  to  this 
(ihfervatton,  the  general  aflertions,  in  favour 
of  fcparated  grafs  feeds,  mould  be  much 
mnrc  qualified  with  exceptions  than  they 
have  hitherto  been.  The  ufual  argument 
in  their  favour,  is  to  draw  a  parallel  between 
("owing  a  mixture  of  all  forts  of  grafs  feeds, 
en  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  a  DUX- 
G  g  4  ture 
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ture  of  the  different  forts  of. corn;,  but  the 
companion,  in  the  above  refpe$f  has  no 
fimilitude,  unlefs  it  was  proved,  that  wheat,, 
barley,  and  oats,  were  fed  frpm  May  till 
O5iober.  One  fort  of  gr*6  would  certainly 
b  i  excellent,  while  in  perfe&ion  $ ;  but  many 
forts,  fown  feparately,  would*  at  their  re* 
fpe&ive  feafons,  carry  as  ftubble-like  an 
appearance,  as  ray-grafs  after  Midfummer. 

Experiment^  No.  iz. 

Nine  years  ago,  the  ant-hills,  in  a  large 
pafture,  were  cut  in  the  fpring,  and  a  bill 
made  of  them  with  lime,  each  .in  layers: 
they  were  well  mixed  together,,  and  fprcad, 
the  autumn  following,  on  a  grafs  field.  No 
improvement  could  have  turned  out  more 
advantageous  :  it  has  not  wantjed  any  ma* 
nuring  fince,  and  has  produced  yery  great 
crops, 

Thefe  experiments,  with  Sir  Cecil  Wray*% 
general  hufbandry,  though  pa  fo  large 
a  fcale,  have,  by  no  means,  been  hi$ 
only  employment:  he  has,  within  ten 
years,  conliderably  raifed  the  value  of  his 
eftate,  built  Summer-caftle>  with  extenfiv$ 
offices,  formed  a  large  lake,  planted  70 
acres,    and    richly  improved  above   300* 

which 
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which  are  undeniable  proofs  of  no  (light 
fpirit,  exerted  in  ornamenting  and  enrich- 
ing a  country,  fo  greatly  capable  of  im- 
provement *. 

The  fize  of  farms,  in  this  country,  varies, 
in  the  open  fields,  from  15/.  to  40/.  a  year* 
and,  in  theincloiurcs,  from  60/.  to  200/.  4 
year.     The  upper  lands  are  all  a  light  foil ; 


*  Confidering  the  general  face  of  this  country, 
which  is  uncommonly  open,  (called  Uncoln- 
Jlu-ih,  bt:c  by  the  inhabitants  the  C!ijf\  being  a 
high  ridge  or  country,  between  a  rich  vale  on 
one  fide,  and  the  Wolds  on  the  other) — the  view 
from  Summer -Crjile  is  very  fine,  the  vale  is  well 
wooded,  tod  the  lake  founed  lb  as  10  unite  very 
happily  with  the  adjoining  wood,  which  is  always 
;^n  extreme  fine  water, 
above  half  a  mile  lonr,  and  of  a  great  breadth  ; 
the  colour  very  good,  -'nd  the  furrounding 
.\Ay  beautUu):  the  proves  of  wood,  the 
itraggling  trees,  and  the  linall  enclosures,  every 
where  vary  the  appearance-,  the  village  on  a  rill 
ing  ground  on  one  fide,  fome  of'  the  houfxs  tufted 
with  knets  of  wood,  and  the  corn-fields,  which 
hang  to  the  mien  all  throw  a  variety  into  die 
environs,  which  I  liave  more  than  once  obferved 
to  be  wanted  in  many  waters.  A  winding  hike, 
with  lurcaviinghwns  and  ortenfivc  woods,  form- 
ing a  Nirt6  dmtrUn  (cent,  are  now  \o  common, 
that  the  vuiitnn  of  inctaJurcs,  fullofrultic  bu- 
iJnefi,  EMftM  hul  of  pleafingi  bcfldes  the  mi. 
doubted 
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.   Of  theieeond; 

Lamb,        • .      -  »        £.o  16     o 

Wool,        -  -  -030 

Total,  -  -  o  19    o 


m 


Ofthelaft: 

Lamb,        -  -        - 

Wool,        - 

Total,       '-  -    .  '      i     36 

•  *  _    ■  

The  winter  food,  hay  and  turnips. 
•  In  their  tillage,  they  life;  on  the  Cfiff 
four  horfes  to  ibo'acres  of  ploughed  ground; 
two  in  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day :  the 
price  4  j.  an  acre,  and  the  depth*  four  or  five 
inches. 

Land  fells  from  30  to  35  years  purchafe. 
J  Poor  rates  from  6d.  to  gd.  in  the  pound : 
jn  20  years  have  arifen  a  fourth. 

LABOUR, 

In  winter,   10  d.  a  day. 

Reaping,  4/.  an  acre. 

Mowing  fpring  corn,   is.  $d.  and  beer, 

■  grafs,  is.6d.  and  beer. 
Hoeing  turnips,  41. 
Thrafhing  wheat,  is.  $d.  per  quarter, 

Hea^U 
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Head-man's  wages,  to   ill. 
Next  ditto,  8/.  8x. 
Lad's,  5/.  5  j. 
Dairy-maid's,  3/. 
Other  ditto,  2/.  iox. 
Women  per  day,  in  hay-time,  8</. 
Labour,  in  ten  years,  railed  a  fifth. 

From  Lincoln  to  Sleafordt  the  road  runs 
chiefly  over  the  heath,  on  which  many  new 
enclofures  are  making :  they  let  from  8  j.  to 
12/.  an  acre  ;  'but  the  lower  grounds  taken 
into  the  account,  the  average  would  be  izs. 

All  this  tract  of  heath-land  would  yield 
very  fine  fiuofoine  ■  it  is  by  uo  means  lo 
much  cultivated  as  it  ought. 
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LETTER    X. 


ABOUT  Swhubtady  the  foil  is  very 
rich»  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
quantity  of  hemp  grown  at!  ova-  this  coun- 
try :  they  neverthelefs  manure  for  it  at  the 
rate  of  ten  load  an  acre  of  yard  dung  :  al- 
ways fowit  after  corn,  about  May-day,  on 
three  fpring  earths.  It  never  requires  any 
weeding,  as  the  luxuriance  of  the  growth 
deftroys  all  weeds;  and  it  leaves  the  land 
in  fuch  good  order,  that  either  flax  or  barley 
follows  it,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a  very 
ftrong  proof  of  the  great  confequence  of  a 
thick  fliade  to  the  ground,  and  fo  deftroying 
weeds.  Hemp  is  reckoned  one  of  the  moil 
exhaufting  crops ;  but,  from  the  thtcknefs 
of  the  fliade,  it  makes  amends  for  that  cir- 
cumftance. 

The  latter  end  of  Auguft,  or  the  begin- 
ning of  September,  they  pull  it  up  by  the 
roots,  and  water  it ;  but  foraettmes  they 
fpread  it  over  a  pailure  for  a  month,  for  t 


onth,  for  the 
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dews  to  moiften  it*  and  often  turn  it;  this  is 
for  ropes ;  what  they  water  in  the  ditches  is 
for  cloth.  The  crop,  on  an  average,  is  worth 
from  5/.  to  10/.  an  acre;  but  feldom  more 
than  6  /.  The  expences  may  be  calculated  as 
follow. 

Rent,         -         -         -  £.  1    10     o 

Three  earths,  -         -  o   15     O 

Sowing,  harrowing,  &c.  &c.  &c  080 
Pulling,  at  is. per  ioo£heavci,  o  10  o 
Watering,        -        -        -  080 

Taking  out,  peeling  and  drcfling,  250 


Total, 


5  16 


From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  pro6t  by 
hemp  is  very  inconfidcrable ;  but  the  far- 
mers efteem  it  a  fallow. 

Flax  they  fow  cither  on  grafs-Iand  or  af- 
ter hemp :  they  fow  it  at  Lady-day,  on 
three  earths,  and  weed  it  thoroughly  through 
thc  fu miner  at  a  various  expence,  but  not 
Ids  than  6/.  an  acre.  The  pulling  it  they 
reckon  at  7/.  an  acre;  but  the  watering 
docs  not  coft  fo  much  as  hemp.  The  drefT- 
ing  is  1  j.  2  d.  a  ftone,  and  the  crop  about  20 
ftone,  at  ioj.;  or  10/.  an  acre.  It  is  reck- 
oned to  exhauft  land  much  more  than  hemp, 
2  which 
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which  is  very  obfervtfble  ;  for  the  latter  is 
much  the  moft  luxuriant  growth  :  but  I  at- 
tribute its  fupcriority  to  the  thicknefs  of  the 
ihadc,  which  breeds  a  putrid  fermentation 
in  the  foil,  and  always  enriches. 

Land  lets  (reckoned  by  ftatute  meafure) 
from  12/.  to  24/.  per  acre  ;  more  at  20/. 
titan  under  :  and  farms  rife  in  general  from 
50/.  to  130/.  a  year.  Moft  of  the  country 
is  applied  to  grazing:  an  acre  of  grafs  will 
carry  lis  or  icvtn  large  flieep  through  the 
fummer  ;  or  it  will  fatten  an  ox  of  70  ftone, 
and  keep  a  fheep  in  winter  ;  which  proves, 
upon  the  whole,  that  the  foil  is  excellently 
adapted  to  grazing.  They  buy  in  two  ihear 
wethers  lean,  at  25 J,  and  fell  them  fat  at 
351.  They  clip  9  or  \oU>.  of  wool  from 
each,  worth    5  s.  or  6/.  on  an  average. 

They  low  a  good  deal  of  cole-feed  for 
winter  fatting  flieep  :  they  eat  it  from  Mi- 
chaelmas to  Candlemas,  and  then  let  it  ftand 
for  feed ;  but  the  crop  they  reckon  much 
damaged  by  the  feet i rig  :  for  they  do  not 
get,  on  an  average,  above  three  quarters  an 
acre.  They  reckon  it  to  fatten  fafter  than 
any  thing  ;  but  the  iheep  rauft  have  had  the 
iummer's  grais.    An  acnr,  that  is  very  j 


rygood, 
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will  fatten  from  6  to  1  o  fheep ;  but  their 
crops  are  uncommonly  ftrong ;  the  ftalks  of 
the  plants  are  many  of  them  as  thick  as  a 
man's  wrift :  they  manure  for  it  as  in  other 
places  for  turnips,  and  fow  at  Midfummer ; 
but  if  the  crop  is  for  feed  alone,  they  do  not 
fow  till  Auguji. 

The  profit  on  fatting  beads  is  not  high  : 
they  reckon  from  2/.  to  4/.  apiece  for  fum- 
mer  feeding,  not  a  low  profit. 

In  their  tillage  they  ufe  but  2  horfes  in  a 
plough,  and  yet  their  foil  is  much  of  it  very 
ilrong  :  do  an  acre  a  day.  Their  courfes  of 
crops  arc, 

1.  Fallow  4.  Beans 

2.  Wheat  5.  Barley.  Very 

3.  Wheat  bad. 

Another  t 

1.  Colefeed, eaten  3-  Oats 

2.  Oats  4.  Barley. 
Much  worfe. 

Another  .- 

1.  Grafs,  broken        4.  Oats 
up  for  flax  5.  Oats 

2.  Turnips  6.  Wheat 

3.  Flax  7.  Fallow. 
Vol.  I.               H  h  This, 
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This,  it  muft  be  confdTed*  is  as  admirable 
a  fyftem  for  exhaufting  land,  as  can  any 
*here  be  met  with. 

Another: 
i.  Fallow  4.  Barky 

a.  Wheat  5.  Oats,  of 

3.  Hemp  Wheal, 

A  man  may  travel  many  miles  without 
meeting  with  fo  curious  a  colk&ion  of  courfes. 

Their  wheat  produces  3r  quarters  per  acre 
on  an  average. 

Barky,  3  quarters. 

Oats,  4  quarters. 

Beans,  3  quarters. 

Thefe  crops  are  by  no  means  proportioned 
to  the  goodneft  of  the  foil ;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  with  fuch  a  fucceflion  of 
crops  as  they  pra&ife.  Ty  thes  are  all  gather- 
ed ;  every  10th  fhock  of  corn  taken ;  every 
10th  lamb,  and  fleece,  and  fo  much  a  head 
for  beads*  horfes,  &c. 

They  reckon  1000/.  neceflary  to  fteck  a 
grazing  farm  of  100/.  a  year. 

LABOUR. 
In  harveft,  3  s.  to  4^.  a  day,  and  fometimey 

beer. 
In  hay^time,  *s.6d,  and  board; 

III 


^  ..-■,-.  .• 
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In  winter,    I  s.  and  ditto. 
Women  in  hay-time,   I  s.  and  board. 
Reaping  wheat,  6  j.  bd.  and  yj.  an  acre. 
^— —  barley  and  oats,  4r.  bd.  to  5  J. 
Mowing  grafs,  2  J.  to  2  J.  bd.  an  acre. 
Head-man's  wages,  12/. 
Next  ditto,  9/.  to  10/. 
Lad's,  6/. 
Maid's,  3/. 

»RiIe  of  labour,  a  third  in  20  years. 
PROVISIONS. 

1  i  d.  ptr  pound. 

4 

4i  to  sd. 

31 

3i 

3 

3i 

7 

4  d.  per  pint. 

3  /rr  peck. 
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Bread, 

Cheefe, 

Butter, 

Beef, 

Mutton, 

Veal, 

Pork, 

Bacon, 

Milk, 

Potatoes, 

Labourer's  houfe-rent,  3  /.  to  4  /. 

— -  -—  firing,    1  /.  5  j. 

From  hence  to  Long  Sutton  the  country 
continues  quite  flat,  but  the  foil  improves. 
Mr.  fValUtoiS Sutton  is  oneofthemofl  famous 
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graziers  in  England)  particularly  in  fatting1 
the  largeft  oxen  ever  feen  in  this  kingdom. 
The  rent  of  land  runs  at  about  i  /.  per  acre. 
Rates  is.  id.  in  the  pound  j  and  ty  the  taken 
in  kind. 

Moft  of  the  country  is  applied  to  grazing 
beans  and  fheep.  Mr.  Wallet  buys  annually 
1400  wethers  ;  and  others  in  proportion  to 
their  farms:  they  are  bought  lean  at  20;. 
to  25  j.  a  head,  and  fold  fat  from  301.  to 
40J.  and  the  wool  comes  to  from  5/.  to  7/. 
bd.  They  are  all  bred  on  the  Liticolnjkirt 
Wolds,  about  Caflor,  Hsrncajite,  &c.  and 
the  breeders  all  aim  at  getting  the  largeft 
boned  tups  ;  which  the  reader  may  remem- 
ber is  directly  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Bakewell  of  Dijhley. 

"Wethers  are  moftly  kept  a  year  and  a 
fo  as  to  clip  them  twice;  and  fome  OR! 
to  a  todd. 

The  great  riches  of  this  country  are  the 
fait  marines  ;  many  of  which  are  fo  wonder- 
fully fertile,  that  they  will  fatten  at  the  rate 
of  a  large  ox  and  2  or  3  fheep  per  acre.  And 
it  is  certainly  a  common  thing,  to  have  the 
keeping  of  beafts  given  them  at  certain  times 
of  the  year,  merely  to  keep  it  down: 


nan- 
ce of 
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the  fheep  and  regular  flock  may  have  a  frefh 
young  bite:  an  inftance  to  be  produced  no 
where  but  in  fait  marflies.  And  a  great  ad- 
vantage is,  thefe  rich  lands  never  being , 
known,  however  wet,  to  rot  fheep.  ■ 

Long  Sutton  common  is  one  of  the  moft 
famous  tracts  of  land  in  this  country;  it  con- 
tains 3500  acres  of  fait  marfh-  The  right 
of  commonage  is  unlimited;  30,000  Ihccp, 
1000  horfe.%  and  300  beafb,  are  annually 
kept  on  it,  and  many  of  them  fold  from  it 
fat,  which  is  certainly  very  extraordinary. 
But  the  whole  would  let  for  24/.  an  acre 
without  the  expence  of  a  (hilling. 

From  Barton  on  the  Humbcr  quite  to  Long 
Sutton,  is  a  tract  of  grazing  land  above  1 00 
miles  long,  and  from  3  to  10  miles  wide. 
It  is  the  richeft  tract  in  England,  though  not 
let  at  the  highcfl  rents,  for  they  do  not  run 
at  more  than  from  \$s.  \oz$s.  an  acre.  It 
will  fatten  a  large  ox  and  a  fheep  per  acre. 

But  the  higher  lands,  as  they  are  called 
here,  will  fat  a  large  ox  and  a  fheep  per  acre, 
and  fome  will  do  more. 

Many  graziers  buy  in  their  oxen  in  au- 
tumn to  cat  ftraw  in  the  winter ;  they  then 

J  i  ll   3  flUUVQ&E 
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fummer  feed  them,  and  if  the  beafts  are  very 
large,  then  put  them  to  oil  cake  and  ha^ 
which  Hkcwife  enables  them  to  fell  at 
mod  profitable  feafon. 

Mr,  Wallet*^  beafts  generally  rife  from 
100  to  1 20  ftone  ;  when  they  are  put  to  oil 
cake,  which  is  always  after  the  fummer's 
grafs,  they  cat  24  lb.  of  cake  a  day,  and  ai 
much  hay  :  he  keeps  them  loofe  in  a  yard, 
and  gives  the  cake  in  mangers  under  open 
fheds ;  and  he  finds  from  experience  that 
they  fhould  always  have  good  hay :  he  has 
tried  them  with  a  fecondary  fort ;  and,  in 
compliance  with  the  advice  of  others,  with 
barley-ftraw ;  but  nothing  equals  good  hay : 
the  beaft  will  thrive  in  proportion  to  to 
gtaodnefs, 

The  oil  cake  ncccfiarily  forms  three  forts ; 
that  is,  the  large  pieces  ;  the  fmaller  ones  ; 
and  the  duft.  Attention  ihould  be  given  to 
this  circumftance ;  beafts  will  often  at  firft 
refufe  the  pieces,  but  cat  the  duft  ;  then  the 
fmall  pieces,  and  afterwards  the  larger  ones: 
but  then  they  will  no  more  touch  either  the 
fmaller,  or  the  duft.  If  this  management  is 
not  attended  to,  it  will  fometimes  be  diffi- 
cult to  bring  them  to  cake  at  all. 
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As  to  the  ftiape  and  make  of  oxen  for 
fatting,  Mr.  H'allet  adheres  to  the  old  idea 
of  large  bones  being  the  delirable  ctrcum- 
ftance — He  thinks  that  a  heart  cannot  come 
to  a  great  degree  of  fatneis  without  having 
room  to  lay  the  fat  on ;  which  is  bone  :  and 
he  thinks  that  this  extends  to  the  profit  made 
by  a  given  quantity  of  grafs,  which  will  be 
greater  by  fatting  the  large  boned  cattle  than 
the /mailer.  In  the  year  1763,  he  killed  an 
ox  (hat  weighed  145  (lone,  14/i.  to  the 
ftonc  *,  ' 

In  thcfumnicr  fatting  of  beads,  Mr.  Wal- 
let is  of  opinion  that  10  fields,  each  of  10 
acres, 

•  Mr,  Wallet  hai  a  piQurr  of  this  ox,  and  1; 
ita-i  the  largeft  bead  ever  killed  in  England;  but  thattlii* 
it  a  great  mi  (take,  wilt  appear  from  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  one  killed  at  ftnvby  in  Lincvlnflrire,  \n 
the  year  1602,  with  which  Sir  Ctai  f fray  favoured  mr. 
Jl.  lb. 
One  fiirc  quWttt  —  —  5'      2 

The  other  —  — 

The  two  hind  quarter!  — 

H.Jc  —  — 

Head  —  — 

Few  —  — 

Heart,  lircr,  and  light*  — 


14/*.  the  ftone. 


*1 
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21 
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acres,  arc  far  preferable  to  one  of  ioo  ;  and 
that  the  beafts  by  being  changed  will  wafle 
much  lefs  gral's. 

From  Long  SuttonX  took  the  road  to 
by  Leverbigton.  I  am  indebted  to  Spelman 
Szcainc,  Efq.  for  the  following  account  of 
hufbandry  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Farms  rife  from  15/.  or  20/.  a  year  to  300/. 
but  are  about  50/.  in  general.  The  foil  all 
a  (bong  clay  except  the  marih  lands,  which 
are  fea  lilt ;  that  is,  a  dark  coloured  rich  fand. 
Rents  rife  from  16 s.  to  20/.  an  acre;  the 
average  1 8  s.  All  the  way  from  Long  Suttoi 
to  Lewrington^  it  runs  at  20  j.  an  acre. 

The  courfe  of  arable  crops  is, 

1.  Fallow  4.  Wheat 

2.  Wheat  5.  Colefced 

3.  Beans  6.  Oats. 
They  plough  five  times  for  wheat,  fo' 

two  bufliels  an  acre,  and  reap  on  a  medium 
3  I  quarters.  They  fow  no  barley,  thinking 
the  land  too  good  for  it,  but  fubftitute  barley- 
big  in  its  flcad  :  fow  3  bufliels  ;  the  crops 
rife  to  j£  quarters;  but  5^  the  average. 
For  beans  they  ftir  thrice,  fow  them  cither 
random  or  in  the  third  or  fourth 


wane 
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to  come  up  in  drills :  in  the  firft  method 
they  ufe  4  buftiels  of  Iced,  and  feed  off  the 
weeds  by  iheep ;  they  crop  3  quarters  or  3^. 
In  the  dill  way  they  fow  but  10  pecks,  horfe- 
hoc  once  or  twice,  as  neceffary  to  keep  them 
clean  ;  and  get  from  3  4-  to  4-^  quarters  per 
acre,  fometimes  5.  Wheat  after,  and  as 
clean  as  a  garden. 

Colefecd  is  much  cultivated  in  the  fens; 
the  preparation  for  it  is  by  paring  and  burn- 
ing. They  feed  it  off  between  Chriftmas 
and  Candlemas^  and  either  fow  the  land  with 
oats,  or  let  the  colefecd  (land  for  a  crop ;  it 
yields  4  or  4t  quarters  per  acre;  9  have 
been  known  on  an  extraordinary  piece  of 
land.  The  feed  of  colefecd  in  thefe  rich 
lands  is  worth  from  30/.  to  40J.  an  acre  ; 
it  will  feed  12  (heep  from  Michaelmas  to 
Cbrijlmas.,  at  %d.  a  week.  But  the  feed  crop 
is  better  when  not  fed  at  all;  it  fhould  how- 
ever be  fown  at  Lammas. 

They  have  fcarccly  any  turnips,  and  no 
clover. 

The  only  draining  carried  on  inthi:.:, 
bourhood  is  that  of  the  fens  by  ait  of  par- 
liament ;  much  of  it  that  was  let  at  only  ££ 
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or  5/.  .in  acre,  lias  been  advanced  at  once 
to  ioj.  or  12/. 

They  attend  very  little  to  railing  manure 
in  this  country,  which  may  be  excufed  con- 
fidering  the  fertility  of  the  foil ;  they  chop 
foinc  ttf  their  ftubbles  for  flacks,  but  never 
for  litter  ;  and  their  pigeons  dung  they  fell 
to  Cambridge.  I  think  a  good  farmer  fhould 
fee  his  land  a  dunghill  before  he  begins  fuch 
a  practice.  Ttieir  hay  they  flack  about  the 
fields  ;  hut  this  piece  of  bad  management  is 
to  be  charged  to  the  account,  not  of  the 
tenant*,  but  the  landlords,  who  very  wifely 
in  fid  that  the  hay  of  each  field  fliall  be 
therein.  \ 

I  mull  be  allowed  to  commeut  a  little  oa 
this  piece  ofbarbarifin:  they  are  tenacious 
of  the  practice,  under  the  idea  of  its  improv- 
ing the  land.  But  a  taller  notion  cannot  be 
entertained  ;"  the  dung  of  the  cattle,  1  have 
remarked  more  than  once,  is  of  little  eoruc- 
aucnee,  if  it  does  not  fall  fb  thick  as  to  oc- 
cafion  a  fermentation  in  the  foil;  the  benefit 
of  folding  fhecp  lies  in  this  cireumftance : 
hence  the  winter  feeding  does  not  at  all  en- 
rich the  foil :  but  it  does  fomething  rife, 
which,  is  truly  miichievous :  it  treads 


fely 
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poaches  it  in  wet  weather  to  a  great  degreei 
•which  in  a  ftiff  clay  foil  is  pernicious  :  on* 
loofe  blowing  fand  it  would  be  of  ufe,  but  on 
heavy  land  there  caunot  be  a  worfe  practice. 
I  (hall  therefore  venture  to  recommend  to  the 
landlords  to  expunge  fa  prepafterous-  a  co- 
venant from  their  leafes ;  and  only  bind  their 
tenants  from  felling  hay  from  off  the  farms 
at  large. 

Their  good  grafs  land  will  fatten  an  ox 
and  two  flieep  per  acre.  The  only  breed  is 
the  L'mcolnjbire.  The  beftcows  will  giveonan 
average  6  gallons  of  milk  a  day  ;  or  7  or  8/<£. 
of  butter  a  week.  Thewinter  food  hay  only, 
which  they  give  in  the  field.  Tlie  profit  oa 
fummer  feeding  an  ox  from  40J.  to  50*. 

The  flocks  of  ffieep  nife  to  j  or  600 ;  both 
fatting  and  breeding  flockB  are  kept.  The 
profit  of  the  latter  they  reckon  at, 

Lamb  —  —         0150 

AVoul  —  ~         o     4     o 

o   19     o 


The  wether  flocks  they  buy  in  fo  as  to  keep 
them  for  clipping  twice;  the  two  fleeces 
pay  to/,    They  buy  at  2 $s,  or  l's.  and  fell 
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at  from  35 s.  to  40 s.  In  thewinter  they  put 
them  to  colefeed  in  the  fens,  or  in  Norfolk 
on  turnips. 

In  their  tillage  they  reckon  6  horfes  neeef- 
fary  for  100  acres  of  arable ;  ufe  two  in  a 
plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day.  They  ftir 
3i  or  4  inches  deep  :  the  price  per  acre  3/. 
or  3  j.  6d.  The  annual  expence  of  keeping 
a  horfe  they  reckon  at  7/.  The  fummer 
joift  1  s,  6d.  to  2  j.  a  week.  No  ftraw  is  cut 
into  chaff. 

In  the  hiring  and  flocking  farms,  they 
reckon  that  above  1 800/.  is  neeeflary  for  one 
of  300  acres,  200  grafs  and  100  arable,  all 
at  1 1,  an  acre  :  and  they  divide  the  fum 
the  following  manner  ; 
Rent,  -         -         -     £~IS°     ° 

Tythe,  -  -         27     o 

Town  charges,         -  -        20     o 

40  Oxen,  of  70  ftone,  at  8/.  320  o 
30  Ditto,  of  50  ftone,  at  6/.  180  o 
20  Young  cattle,  at  4/.  -  80  o 
400  Sheep  ;   100  lambs,  at  16/. 

and  300  wethers,  at  27J.       480     o 


all 

I 


Carry  over, 


1259 
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Brought  over,     -      -  £ 

1259     0 

0 

6  Horfes,  at  16/. 

96     0 

0 

2  Waggons, 

35     0 

0 

1  Cart,             m 

10    0 

0 

3  Ploughs,             - 

4  10 

0 

2  Pair  of  harrows, 

3      0 

0 

1  Roller, 

2      2 

0 

Harnefs, 

4  10 

0 

Sundries, 

20      O 

0 

Seed,  30  acres  wheat, 

«5    0 

0 

'■          10  Barley 

3     0 

0 

—  '-  30  Oats,  beans,  peafe, 

nd 

cole, 

12      O 

0 

2  Men,               m 

20      O 

0 

1  Boy,                         - 

6    0 

0 

2  Maids, 

8    0 

0 

2  Labourers, 

40    0 

0 

Extra  labour,             - 

50    0 

0 

Houfekeeping, 

80    0 

0 

Oil-cake  for  20  of  the  beads 

80    0 

0 

Furniture,             - 

100    0 

0 

Cafli  in  hand,             - 

ANNUAL  EXPENC 

50    0 

0 

1898    2 

0 

;e. 

Rent,  tythc,  and  town  charges, 

347  ° 

0 

70  Oxen, 

500  0 

0 

Carry  over, 

8«vt    c* 

Ck 
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L.  * 

0 

Brought  over, 

£847 

O 

O 

400  Sheep, 

-n   480 

O 

O 

Seed, 

30 

O 

O 

Labour, 

•      124 

O 

O 

Houfekeeping,        - 

80 

O 

O 

Oil-cake, 

80 

O 

0 

Wear  and  tear, 

30 

O 

O 

Intcreft  of  1 900  /• 

•       76 

O 

O 

'747 

O 

O 

PRODUCE. 

20  Oxen,  at  15/. 

-  £•  300 

O 

O 

20  Ditto  oil-cake,  at  18/. 

360 

O 

O 

30  Ditto,  at  8/. 

240 

O 

O 

Young  cattle,  20  at  2/. 

40 

O 

O 

100  Lambs,  at  27/. 

-      125 

O 

O 

300  Sheep,  at  32  x. 

-      480 

O 

O 

Wool, 

100 

O 

O 

30  Acres  wheat, 

-      180 

O 

O 

10  Barley-big, 

50 

O 

O 

20  Acres  oats,  &c. 

80 

O 

O 

Total  produce,    '  - 

-     1955 

O 

O 

Total  expence, 

-    1747 

O 

O 

Profit, 

-      208 

O 

o" 

Land  fells  from  25  to  30  years  purchafe. 
Tythes  of  all  forts,  except  fatting  beafts,  are 

v  ^aslxered 
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gathered  in  kind  ;  they  pay  bd.  an  acre  of 
the  land  fed  by  a  modus. 

Poor  rates,  t  j.  in  the  pound ;  3  s.  at  Wif- 
beacb.  The  employment  of  the  poor  of  all 
forts  js  chiefly  in  the  6eld.  All  drink  tea 
twice  a  day. 

Some  leafes  are  granted. 

Hemp  is  cultivated  in  Come  lands  in  this 
neighbourhood.  They  plough  four  limes 
for  it,  and  harrow  it  fine.  The  cxpenccs  on 
an  acre  are : 


Four  ploughings, 

"    j 

O 

12    0 

Six  harrowings,           - 

- 

0 

i     6 

Seed  and  fowing, 

- 

0 

5     6 

Pulling,             -        *• 

- 

2 

0    0 

Watering,  &c. 

- 

1 

0     0 

Dreffing,  %i.  a  fttme, 

- 

1 

10     0 

Kent, 

- 

> 

5     ° 

t.U. 

6 

16     0 

The  produce  is  45  (lone,  at  3 

7 

'7    6 

Expences,              - 

- 

6 

l6        O 

Trout,  -  1      r     6 

This  is  a  frefh  proof  that  the  profit  on  hemp 
is  very  inconfiderable. 

Eta* 
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Flax  is  alio  cultivated  :  to  pull — cart— 
'  fod— unfod — fpread — tye-*— and  barn,  come 
to  t  /.  4/.  per  acre.  The  crops  rife  from  20 
to  50  ftone,  and  the  price  varies  from.  5  x.  to 
6x.  xod.  average  6/.  the  crop  45  ftone. 

LABOUR. 
In  harveft,  2  x.  bd.  a  day  and  beer. 
In  hav-timc,  is.6d,  to  is.  and  beer. 
In  winter,  is. 
Reaping  wheat,  5*.  to  js. 
Mowing,  binding,  and  cocking  fpring  corn, 

3  j.  6d. 
Mowing  grafs,  ix.  6d.tozs.  6d. 
Thrafhing  oats,  6x.  a  laftof  loi  quart) 

and  help  at  taking  in  the  ftack. 
Head-man's  wages,  10/.  10s. 
Lad's,  5/.  to  67. 
Dairy-maid,  5/. 
A  woman  a  day  in  harveft,  1  x.  to  I  s.  3  d.  and 

beer. 
In  hay-time,  1  s,  and  beer. 
In  winter,  6  d. 


r.to 

on), 


IMPLEMENTS. 


A  waggon,  16/. 

A  cart,   10/. 

A  plough,  1 1.  1  ox. 


Pair  of  harrows. 
Shoeing. 


1/.  IOX, 


M. 
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PROVISIONS. 

Bread,        -      - 

\^d.ptrlb\ 

Cheefe, 

4 

Butter, 

6* 

Beef, 

4 

Mutton,          - 

3i 

Veal, 

3 

Pork, 

4 

Milk, 

t  per  pint. 

Potatoes, 

2  4.  per  peck. 

Candles, 

6  4-  per  lb. 

Soap,        ■        - 

7 

The   general  ceconomy  of  the  country 

will  be  feen  from  the  following  particulars 

of  farms. 

600  Acres  in  all 

500  Sheep 

300  Arable 

100  Acres  wheat 

300  Grafs 

20  Barley 

£.500  Rent 

100  Oats 

10  Hories 

30  Beans 

40  Brood   mares 

,        2  Men 

colts,  &c 

6  Labourers, 

80  Fatting  beafts 

Another; 

300  Acres  in  all 

240  Grafs 

60  Arable 

£.200  Rent 

Vol.  L 

1  I 
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8  Horfes  . . . ,  _  acBcan* 

20  Fatting  beads  ~  *     2  Men 

20  Young  cattle  ~i  Boy       * 

300  Sheep  1  Labourer.        * 

30  Acres  wheat  ~  «"■""■ 

Another: 
200  Acres  in  all  300-Sheep, 

34  Arable  1  o  Acres  wheat  " 

166  Grafs  5  Barley 

£•200  Rent  5  Oats 

4  Horfes  5  Beans 

20  Fatting  beafts  r  Labourer. 

Another  ? 
130  Acres  in  all  5  Young  cattle 

30  Arabic  1 50  Sheep 

100  Grafs  11  Acres  wheat 

£.100  Rent  5  Oats 

4  Horfes  1  Man. 

15  Fatting  beafts 

Another: 
42  Acres,  all  grafs       1 2  Fatting  beafts 

£.  40  Rent  1 20  Sheep. 

The  hufbandry  in  the  fens,    that   have 

been  drained  by  aft  of   parliament,  is  in 

feveral  inftances    particular.      In  JViJbeacb 

high  fen,  the  foil  is  ten  inches  of  bog,  on  a 

blue  clay :  they  plough  for  three  fucceflive 

crops  of. oats;   and  then  let  the  land  by 

^  I  way 
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■fray  of  fallow  run  to  twitch  grafs ; 
eat  it  off,  though  fometimcs  they  mow  a 
crop  of  twitch  hay  :  then  they  pare  it  with 
a  plough  and  burn  it;  and  fow  eolefced  at 
M'utfummer,  generally  for  iheep  feed ; 
fomctimes  for  a  crop  of  feed  after  the  feed- 
ing. They  get  35J.  an  acre  by  feeding* 
and  then  2  and  |  quarters  iced,  worth  4/. 
After  the  eolefced,  they  take  3  crops  more 
of  oats,  each  of  them  5  quarters  an  acre  ; 
and  then  they  give  it  the  delectable  fallow 
of  two  twitch  years,  either  feeding  cr  mow- 
ing it,  after  which  they  pare  and  burn 
again,  as  above. 

Some  farmers,  better  than  the  reft,  fow 
z  buihels  an  acre  of  ray-grafs  with  the 
third  crop  of  oats  ;  and  let  it  lie  to  grafs 
for  four  or  five  years,  mowing  a  load  and 
half  of  hay  an  acre;  after  which  they 
plough  it  up  without  burning  for  3  or  four 
crops  of  oats  running. 

This  hufnandry  is,  upon  the  whole,  as 
amazing  a  fyftem  of  barbarifm  as  I  remem- 
ber to  have  heard.    It  is  evident,  upon  the 


face  of  the 


account, 
meadow:  any 


upon  l 
that  the  land  would  do 
fuil  that  will  yield  fueh 


for 

crops  of  oats  and  eolefced,  and  bear  fuch  a 


li  z 


burthen 
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burthen  of  twitch  and  ray-grafs,  would,  if 
properly  managed,  raakc  moft  profitable 
returns  in  meadow  hay  and  feeding ;  and 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  profit  would 
be  vafily  greater.  But  if  thefe  farmers  are 
fo  bitten  by  a  mad  plough,  that  they  will 
have  an  arable  courie  on  land  defigned 
nature  for  grafs ;  they  ought  certainly 
have  done  with  fueh  a  fucceflion  of 
and  vary  their  crops :  fuch  a  courfe  as  the 
following  would  keep  their  land  clean 
in  good  heart. 


jdby 
oats. 


i.  Oats  8.  GrafTes 

2.  Colefeed  fed  grafs,  white  clo- 

3.  Oats  ver,  trefoile,  and 

4.  Potatoes  hay  feeds — let  it 

5.  Oats  lie  for  5  year* 

6.  Cabbages  gt  Oats. 

7.  Oats 
The  potatoes  for  feeding  hogs.    The  foi 

would  do  excellently  for  all  thefe  crops; 
and  each  would  be  far  better  than  what 
they  have  at  prefent. 

They  have  found  from  long  experience, 
that  burning  once  every  feven  years,  does 
not  at  all  dtminiih  the  depth  of  the  foil.. 

Breaches  in  the  banks  often  happen,  in 
2  which 
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•which  cafe  they  Iofe  a  year,  but  are  paid  in 
the  great  fertility  left  by  the  water;  the 
land  is  thickly  drefled  with  a  (limy  mud. 

Oats  in  thefe  fens,  in  late  fummers,  are 
remarkable  for  their  poor  quality ;  crops  of 
five  or  fix  quarters  often  fell  at  a  guinea  the 
laft,  of  84  buihels :  but  in  general  they  are 
5/.  a  laft.  A  fack  of  4  bufhels  will  not 
weigh  above  4  £  ftone. 

In  1768,  much  fen  barley  alfo  was  fold 
at  a  guinea  a  laft. 

I  pafled  from  Leverington  to  Lynn,  by 
way  of  li^alpote,  a  coniidcrable  pariih  in 
the  traft  of  country  called  Maryland.  The 
following  is  an  accurate  account  of  feveral 
curious  particulars  in  that  parifli. 

Walpole  St.  Ptter  and  Andrew. 

Account  of  Land,  Perlons,  Stock,  -Sec.  in 

the  faid  Townfliip. 

Paftureland,  -  -  -  4120 

Arable  land,  -  2050 

Common,  or  wafte  land,  about  -$00 

Acres  in  grofs,  -  8670 

In  the  occupation  of  103   different 

perfons,  at  the  yearly  rent  of      £.4760 
Aficft  to  the  laud  tax  at  per  annum,     2907 
Ii  3 


486    THE  FARMERS  TOUIT 

No.  of  farmers,  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren,        -  275 

No.  of  fervants,         -        «*         *•  160 

No.  of  labourers,  their  wives  and 
children,         -t         *•         -         -  81 

No.  of  poor  now  maintained  by  the  town*   22 

And  feveral  more  within  the  year 

when  fick.  » 

No.  of  fouls,         t-  ^  538 

No?  of  houfes  in  the  faid  town,    -  120 


No.  of  cows  kept  in  ditto,  about  200 

Ditto  horfes,  about         -  -  310* 

Ditto  beads,  young,  and  feeding,  about    580 
Ditto  fheep,  about         ^        «*  10000 

Ditto  hogs,  about  -  -  330 

This  account  of  flock,  is  what  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  kept  upon  the  land  yearly,  and 
includes  feeding  and  breeding  cattle  of  all 
forts. 

Rates  in  1688,  and  1700,  Ao  account  of 

them  can  be  found. 
Dittq  in  1730,  church  2d.  poor  &(J.perjTm 

Surveyors,  nothing. 
Ditto  in  1760,  church  \d.  poor  Sd.  per  £. 

Surveyors,  nothing. 
Ditto  in  1767,  church  2  d.  poor  10  d.  f>er  £. 

Surveyors,  3  d.  fer  £. 
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A  common  courfe  about  Watyolt  is, 

1.  Tallow  4.  Beans 

2.  Wheat  5.  Wheat. 

3.  Oats 

The  oats  after  the  wheat  mould  certainly 
be  excluded. 

They  generally  get  3  quarters  of  wheat; 
from  6  to  10  of  oats,  average  7  \  ;  and 
4  quarters  beans  on  an  average.  They 
drill  beans  in  every  fourth  furrow;  and 
keep  them  clean  by  both  horfe  and 
hand-hocing ;  to  which  management  they 
owe  their  fine  crops.  Mr.  Canham  of  Son- 
thrty,  near  Down&a/n,  had  60  acres  thus  cul- 
tivated in  1769,  which  yielded  5  4.  quar- 
ters per  acre ;  and  this  year  the  whole  is 
fown  with  wheat ;  the  crop  as  fine,  and 
quite  as  clean,  as  any  that  fuccecda  fallow: 
He  has  often  had  5  quarters  of  wheat  an 
acre  after  beans. 

Their  method  of  laying  land  to  grafs  on 
thefe  rich  clays,  is  to  fow  with  oats  on  a 
clean  fallow,  io/<£.  an  acre  of  white  clover, 
md  4/i.  of  trefoile.  They  always  feed  it 
for  three  or  four  years,  with  fheep  only  : 
When  they  come  to  mow,  the)-  get  fcldom 
kfs  than  2  tons  of  hay  an  acre. 


Ii4 


About 
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About  RunStim>  near  Lynny  the  foil  is 
quite  changed  from  the  clays  of  Marjhland, 
Farms  rife  from.  20  /.  to  200/.  a  year,  but  are 
about  40/.  on  an  average ;  the  foil  is  a  loofe, 
ftrong,  gravelly  loam  on  clay  j  and  on  a  c 
done,  which  is  of  the  iron  Hone  natu: 
It  lets  from  5  or  6s.  to  20;.  an  acre,  | 
in  general  about  14 J.  Their  courfes 
crops  are^ 

1.  Turnips  4.  Wheat 

2.  Barley  or  oats         5,  Barley, 

3.  Gover  one  year 

Alfi, 

1.  Turnips  3.  Gover 

2.  Barley  4.  Wheat  or  ryef 

Jjfd, 
J.  Turnips  4.  Wheat 

2.  Barley  5.  Barley, 

3.  Peafe  or  vetches 

For  wheat  they  plough  but  once;  fow  3 
buftiels,  and  get  2  i  quarters  per  acre. 
For  rye  on  clover  land,  they  ftir  but  once ; 
fow  1  i  or  2  buihels  per  acre,  and  gain, 
2  i  or  3  quarters.  They  ftir  three  or 
four  times  for  barley,  fow  3  bufhei6,  from 
the  beginning  of  April  to  old  May-day  i 
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the  average  crop  3  f  quarters.  They  give 
but  one  earth  for  oats,  low  4  bufhels, 
and  get  5  quarters  in  return. 

For  peafe  they  plough  three  or  four 
times;  low  4  bumels,  never  hand-hoe 
them  [  the  crop  2  £  quarters. 

They  ftir  four  times  for  turaips ;  hoe 
them  twice ;  and  feed  a  few  off  with  flieep, 
but  in  general  draw  them  for  their  cows : 
the  average  price  30J.  an  acre. 

Clover  they  mow  twice  for  hay. 

The  vetches  they  chiefly  ufe  green  for 
foiling  hories,  in  the  (table. 

In  refpcdl  to  manuring,  they  are  almoft 
as  deficient  as  they  can  be  :  the  fold  is  their 
principal  dependance  ;  for  as  to  their  farm- 
yards, they  do  not  chop  their  (lubblcs,  and 
their  hay  they  fell,  but  bring  no  dung 
from  Lynn, 

Plaining  hedges  unknown ;  they  are  all 
dead  ones,  for  defence  of  the  quick  or  live 
wood ;  and  confequcntly  are  rotten  and 
J"one,  in  a  llngie  feafon. 

The  beft  gr.ifs  lets  at  20/.  an  acre ;  they 

feed    it  chiefly    with  cows ;    an  acre  and 

quarter  will  carry  a  cow  through  the  fummer. 

The  breed  is  the  little  mongrel  fort;  they 

pay 
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pay  in  total  product  about  6/.  a  head. 
They  keep  a  good  many  hogs  ;  above  40 
to  20  cows.  A  dairy-maid  will  take  care 
of  10,  The  winter  food  ftraw  while  dry; 
and  afterwards  a  little  hay,  with  many 
turnips.  They  keep  them  in  the  yard. 
Good  ones  will  give  8  gallons  of  milk  a 
day;  and  fome  will  make  14/i.  of  butter  a 
week,  for  6  weeks  after  calving. 

Swine  fat  to  15  and  18  ilone. 

Flocks  of  iheep  rife  to  450  ;   the  profit 
tbey  reckon, 

Lamb,         -         -  £.08 

Wool,         ■■•01 


: 


The  winter  food  turnip?.  The  rot  they 
think  is  totally  owing  to  water  lying  on  the 
land  in  winter ;  which  is  directly  contrary 

to  the  common  idea- which  is  fummer 

floods. 

In  tillage,  they  reckon  8  horfes  neceflary 
for  100  acres  of  arable  land;  ufe  2  in  a 
plough,  and  do  from  1  to  3  acres  a  day. 
The  depth  about  4  i  inches :  and  the 
price   per    acre  4/.      The    -ftubblcs    they 
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break   up    for  a  fallow   about    February, 
Wheel  ploughs  only  ufed. ' 

In  the  (lacking  farms,  they  reckon  40a/. 
necrflary  for  one  of  too/,  a  year. 

TytUes  compounded  by  the  acre  round  : 
about  lod. 

Poor  rates  is.  8d.  in  the  pound.  The 
employment  fpinning  wool :  all  drink  tea  ; 
and  the  men  arc  almoft  as  great  tea-drinkers 
as  the  women. 

AH  the  farmers,  hajc  Icafes. 
LABOUR. 
In  harveft,  2Z.2j.and  board  for  the  harveft. 
In  hay-time,   is.  (id.  a  day  and  beer. 
In  winter,   1  s.  2  d,  and  beer. 
Reapiiigwlic.it,  4/.  to  6 s, 

oats,  4 j. 

Mowing  Jjarley,  &c.,i  s.  6d. 
r— — gral's,  is. 
Hoeing  turnips,  4/.  and  zs. 
Hedging  and  ditching,    8*/.  a  rod. 
Thralhing  wheat,  2  s.  per  tjuarjer.     . 

— — barley,   if.  ditto. 

oats,  8</.  ditto.. 


-  peafe  and  bcaas,   1 /..ditto. 


Head-man's  wages,    1 1  h 
Next  ditto,  9/. 


Lad's, 
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I^d's,  $1. 

Dairy-maid's,  4/.  loj. 

Other  ditto,  3^ 

Women  per  day,  in  harreft,  1  /.  and  1 

—  ■  ■       in  hay-time,  ditto. 
The  rife  of  labour  a  fourth  in  10  year*. 

IMPLEMENTS. 
A  waggon,  20/. 
A  cart,   11/.  I  It, 
A  plough,  2./.  zs. 
A  pair  of  harrows,   il.ios. 
A  roller,  2,  /.  zs. 
Harnefs^ff-  horfe,  lAjf. 
Laying  a  ihare,  1  s, 

—  •  —  a  coulter,  6d, 
Shoeing,  is.  Sd. 

PROVISIONS. 
lxd.  fcrli 


Bread, 

Cheefe, 

Butter, 

Beef, 

Mutton, 

Veal, 

Pork, 

Bacon, 

Milk, 

Potatoes, 


3 
6 

3i 

3* 

3 

35 

6 


r  d.  per  pint. 
per  peck. 

Candies, 
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Candles,      -      -      6i  d.  per  lb. 
Soap,  7 

Labourer's  houfe-rcnt,  401. 

1 '  firing,  30/. 

BUILDING. 
Bricks,   1 8  s.  a  thoufand. 
Tiles,  501. 

Oak  timber,  1  s.  a  foor. 
Aih  ditto,  is.  id. 
Elm  ditto,  1  /.  2  </. 

A  carpenter  a  day,  is.  Sd.  and  beer. 
A  mafon,  is.  and  ditto. 
A  thatcher,  2  s. 

The  particulars  of  a  farm  arc  as  follow. 
180  Acres  in  all  20  Young  cattle 

,£.  105  Rent  2  Men 

8  Horfe*  1  Boy 

4  Mares  and  coks        2  Maids 
4  Cows  2  Labourers. 

70  Sheep 
Colonel  Cony  of  this  place   {to  whom  I 
am  obliged  for  the  preceding  account)  has 
improved  on  the  methods  of  his  neighbours. 
His  courfe  is, 


1.  Turnips  fed  off 
with  fliecp 

2.  Barley 

3.  Clover  two  or 


three  years 

4.  Peafe 

5.  Wheat. 


Ya* 


494  THE    FARMER'S   TOUH 

His  barley  yields  5  quarters  on  ah  aver- 
age; his  peafc  4  quarters ;  and  lus  wheat 
as  much.  Oats  he  never  fows  except  in 
the  place  of  barley,  but  he  gains  from 
7  i  quarters  to  9  |.  His  turnips  he  hand- 
hoes  thrice;  to  which  excellent  prac- 
tice is  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  in  a 
good  meafure  his  crops  of  barley  being 
better  than  thofe  of  his  neighbours. 

His  method  of  laying  arable  land  to 
grafs,  has  been  to  fow  barley  under  feeded 
on  a  clean  turnip  fallow,  and  with  it  hlb. 
per  acre  of  trefoile,  10  lb.  of  white  clover, 
and  4  bufhels  of  ray-grafs  :  and  he  has 
found.it  to  make  very  good  pafturc.  Four 
years  ago  he  laid  a  field  in  this  manner: 
The  firft  and  fecond  years  he  fed  it ;  the 
third  he  mowed  a  load  and  half  an  acre  of 
good  hay ;  the  ray-grafs  is  now  declimngi 
and  the  white  clover  thickening  in  its  place. 

The  Colonel  tried  clay  on  four  acres  of 
gravelly  loam ;  he  laid  80  loads  an  acre, 
at  the  expence  of  2  /.  10  s, ;  it  was  done  in 
winter,  and  the  land  fallowed  for  turnips  ; 
which  were  cat  off  by  fat  wethers  at  Mi~ 
ckarfmas-i  being  fold  for  10/.  tor.  the  four 
acres.     Wheat  was  then  fawn,  and  the  crop 
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4    I   quarters  per  acre.     After  the  wheat. 

turnips  again,  fold,  to  be  fed  on  the  land* 

at  40  /.  an  acre.     They  were  followed  by 

barley,  which  yielded  5  quarters  per  acre. 

line  was  fown  with  this  barley,  but  it 

failed. — This  is  a  very  valuable  experiment 

all  the  neighbourhood;  as  it  proves  in 

^  cleared  manner,    the  profit  of  claying 

ihcfe  foils. 

The  Colonel  has  more  than  once  had  6 
quarters  an  acre  of  rye. 


Knd  of  the  Fi  R  ST    Voli'mk. 


